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^sfor the rending of the chuYth^ we ht&e many rta- 
Jons to think it is not that which ye labour to pre'- 
vent ^ Jo much as the rending of your pontifical 
fieeves : Thatfchifm would be the foreftfchifm f 

y^* MjtT0N4 

Neither can religion receive any wound by difgrdci 
thrown upon the prelates Jtnce religion and they 
furely were never tnfuch amity. They rather are 
the men who have wounded religion^ and their 
Jiripes mujl heal her. Idem^ 
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A 

L E T T E R 

TO THE 

Reverend Dr. S n a p e,* &c. 



Reverend SIR, 

SINCE writing letters in print to ar 
friend, is fo much in fafhion, I hope I 
Ihall not incur your difpleafure, if I runr 
in with the herd of thofc, who, foilowing 
your footfleps, have with the utmoft familia- 
• rity addrefs'd themfelves to their fuperiors : 
and, though but a country curate, presume to 
apply myfelf to you, who are at prefent one of 
the moft renowned champions of our dtjirefid 
churchy which has been fo violently attack'd of 
I late, by men whofc interejl as well as profeffioo- 
fhould have led them to defend her. 

* Thefe twcfcttcrs to Dr. ^nafe have been ge- 
uerally afcrtbed to Bifhop Fleet^wood: and the late 
Dr. Birch^ a good judge in thefe matters, told me 
that he always underi^ood Bifliop Fleet-wood ii^ have 
been the author ; but that Dr. Herring's timidity 
made him omit them in the calleftion of thb 
Biihop's works. 

VOL. III.- A 4 ^^' 



8 ne Pillars^ Priestcraft 

We all fe^ how flie has been torn and maiv- 
gled of late, how her power hath been qec-^ 
ftk>n'd,her honour debafed, and her true gratH 
deur vilify*d 5 and all this hath been done, 
only to^make way for carnal reafon and har4 
religion 'y as if power, honour and rkhes were 
QO eflential part of our church. 

It is true, reafon and religion are very good 
things, when locked up anaosgft the Arcana of 
a church \ but when they come to be once pro- 
flituted to the haods of the ^vulgar^ they are 
the mod dangerous iaAruments of its ruin. 
Then will the Jttip begin to judge of theiv 
Jhiphirds fernionii, and calling loudly for their 
h'lhUs^ pretend to be their own interpreters ; 
and this deteftable licence (hall be commended 
under the fpecious name of chrifiian liberty^ 
Cur great adverfary the bifliop oi^Banger^ 
hoping to get all the fanatics on his fide, and 
thereby more cfFeftually accomplifli his perni- 
cious defigns againft «;, has trump*d up this. 
do£lrine of/earching the fcripture^ and fubmit- 
ting our confcience to no mans direSlion, Ta 
fupport which henfy^ he tells us, * that no fet 
« of men (not even the clergy whom we very 

* juftly call the church) have any authority to 

* direft the confcienccs of men; that Chriftis 

* king in his own kingdom^ and that no power 
«on earth can add by-laws to the laws of 

*Chrift;t 



and Orthodoxy ^d^^ ' 9 . 

« Chrift ; ajid that^o adcj faaftions, rewards, 

< or pynUhmeQt^ to bis laws^ is to dethrone 

* Chrift ; that we priefts arc not by divine rigbt^ 
*' but only a laudable humane inftitution \ and 

* that oiir claim to our faardotal pawers by 
«aii unwiirrufted fucaffum horn tfte ii^poftlcs,. 

* 1% a chimeras th^t our eiccpnimijQlcatioQs are . 

* idle terrors of m4?n ; apd th^t th* Wty may 

< go to heaven without oyr inter ventioi?^ 

* without bmefit of dergy.^ If this be not 
wreftiDg out of oor bands the very leading- 
0ri0g8 of this laity. And atones deitroying the 
power of the clergy, if this be not making the» 
church of Chrijl a Babel^ and his idngdom ft 
realm of confufion,. I kfiow noc^what ia. 
Thua does a governor of our church flicv^ ' 
himfelf lefs zealous for her, than the filler* 
imiihs at Ephefui were for their Diana ; whilft 
they cry> Great is the goddefi ef the Ephefians, 
he cries, Smedl is the power of the church of' 
England. However fmce your great ^^ are 
pleafed to enter the lifts againft him, fince 
you have been follow'd by fuch an able feconj 
as the dean of Chicbefiir^ and fince Mr. La%a 
has laid down his plan of church power, to the 
utter coofufion of the new herefy ; I fliall son 
fear to throw in fome few of my aafwer^ 
to the bithop's arguments ; which I will vea-^ 
ture to fay no one has handled with more 
freedcmi nor declared tliemfelv^sagaiaftwkUgk 

A 5 moce 



lo Ithe Pillars of Priestcraft- 

more fmcerityy nor has any one fpoke out: 
the fentiments of the orthodox prieAhood' 
vjth more chriftlan zeak 

Fif ft then, the biftiop afRrms, that cur 
church has not any- power to add by-laws to the 
laws of Chriji. I would fain know whether 
he doth not allow^ that any little 'body folitk 
bath a power to make by-laws for theif own 
honour, profit or fafety ; if fo, (hall not our 
church or clergy, Z'hody the moA politic in the 
world, be permitted to have a poor privilege,-, 
which is; not deny'd to the pettieft borroughyi 
or to the meaneft corporation ? That our bin. 
fliops, deans, archdeacons, and the reft of oui^ 
brethren, whofe revenues exceed, thofe of all: - 
the bodies corporate iih^ Englaiidj (konld not bei 
admitted to an. equality with, any other fett of: 
prophane laymen, who art fliledi mayir^ alder--, 
men and common-council^ feems to me not only*, 
blafpbemous, but even ridiculous to affirm* 
Oh! poor r^/^^^i ta what low ebb art thou .. 
reduced I 

In the fecond place, the bi&op affirms, that .. 
to add fan^ions of this world to the laws of- 
\ Cbri/ly is te aUttgainfi: Chriji^ for his kingdom^ 
is mi : of 1 his world. Tmuft afk the biftiop ^ 
another queftion here, and that iS) Whether ift < 
the time of Chrift and his apoftlcs, men wercL 
not afflifted, for their want. of faith, and for.^ 

their.' 
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ihetr fiitSi by corporal and temporal paDidi^ 
. DROts from beaveDy fuch as blindnefs^ lamtntfs^ 
pal/yy &c? I tbifilty from our Saviour's com-* 
moQ phrafe iu curing thefe iBfirmttics» /^y /xir 
arefsrgivtn thet^ that it plainly appears tba^ 
thefe were temporal punifliments for fin : and^ 
yet no one can affirm that thefe temporal punifti* 
ments were a bar to the eternal ones. So now in^ 
tbechriflian dilpenfation^ corporal punifliments 
and temporal dUcouragements may be annexed^ 
to the want of faith, and to the commiifion oF 
particular fins, and yet no way interfere with 
the eternal chaAifements referved for iinners in 
another worlds And indeed, as the punifh* 
ment of fm here on earth has by the greateft 
dWines been believed to be an alleviation of It 
hereafter, I casnot fee but that chfiflian cha» 
rity and common humanity teach us to fall 
heavy upon 2\\ infidels^ fchifmaiics and heretics^ 
and to perfecute them with thecitmoft rigour 
out of mere good nature: at leaft we cannot * 
blaqae thofe of our brethren that a(fl upon fo > 
good a principle. 

Thirdly^ The biftiop denies, Tljat any felt r 
of men can haue a power over other mens confci- 
ences^ or that they can interpret the laws ofChrlJl - 
authoritatively for any one^ for ^o church is in- 
fdllibU. Inanfwer-to this aflertion, I fliall * 
d^al more fincerely with ihe-prelate than any * 
o^his antagonifl^ have done, and own at once, 
Kb th:tt 



12 ST/^^Paiar* &f VviittTt^Arr 
that I thifik oor Church is infaiSbie. And 
riioagh at this moflieftt yon may thiok I fay 
too much, yet I fiiali ta Hs proper place prove 
that you have fakl the fome thing, and thea I 
am fare I need not fear my bekig to an error. 
To return to the thing in queftioo* I readily 
agree with the biihop, that it would be aon- 
feafe in terms to hj that a church that was 
fallibU could aft infaiUhfy. W hich if a church 
cannot do, (he cannot pretend to impofe her 
interpretation of Chrift's laws upon others, 
becaufe they may be in the right and ih« 
in the wrong. And indeed though no chunk 
btit the Rom^n has claimed infallibility in 
tvor^fs^ yet none In the world but claims it to 
fa^. To convince mankind of this truth, I 
defy any one to (hew me an indance of a 
church, that hath acknowledged itfelf in an 
error. Did not the fynod of Dott proceed 
every whit, as vehemently againft the minmty 
(which is in other words the heretics) as the 
council of Trent? Indeed they had not fo 
many engines of this world at their command » 
but they fcemed to have a fpirit to have fet as 
many at work. I have known many worthy 
men who have believed the infallibiliiy of a 
general ccuficihy nay all pious chriftians do en- 
tirely fubmit to the decrees of the four firft 
general couicHsf as infllible. And why a 
divirie of the church of England^ may not al- 
low 
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low the convocaii$n infattibHityy I knov not.. 
For mj own part, I fee no abfurdity in allow- 
ing, thai whin an ajfemtfy efngukrly 9rdained. 
divines meet to ejiablijh a do^irinal pointy there 
may be an infallible fpirit prefent^ dire^ing the 
refolutiens of the majority. Omitting all the 
dottd of witneflTes, which I could bring front 
the fathers^ from the countilsy and from the 
pope*s declarations, to evince this matter, I 
fliall only mention that wife article in the de^ 
creti of the council of Trent ^ oi ViVxAi father 
Paul gives us an account: That all feculars 
ought to receive that do^rint of faith which is 
given them by the church, without difputing or 
thinking farther about it. And among the 
Tbefes propounded by the yefuits to be main* 
fained in their public hall at Clermont^ there 
were thefe two remarkable ones. 

ThcfisXlX. j ThefisHlSi. 

Chrijbtm nosi Thus we acknowledge 
ita caput ^^n^- Chrift to be the head oftbe 



fcimusj ut illius 
regimen^ dum in 
cceli abiitf pri 
mum Petro dein- 



ejus commiferit, 
(sT eandem quant 
ipfe habuit infal- 



church, that at his depar- 
ture into heaven, when h^ 
was no longer to govern hk 
church in perfon, he com- 



de fuccejforibus mitted the government of it 



to hisapoftle Peter^ and theb 
to his facceflfors, in whom he 
lodged the fame powers even 



//. of 



ijf 7:&^ Pillars ef Pribstckapt 
liWhatm COM ffe^tof infallibility, which wcrer 
rii, quatiesex .^. veftcd in himfclf, as often ^a». 
ibtdra Ioquuntur.\t:\ity fpeak from the chair. 

ThefisXX. Ths/isXX. 



Datur ergo in 
tcclefia contro- 
'uerftartim fidei 
jfidex infallibilis^ 
fiiam extra con- 
cilium gemraU, 



There k therefore in the? 
church an infallible judge of 
faith, even without a generat* 
council. 



And now give me leave, worthy doftor, to> 
q^ote a paragraph out of your* firil letter 
tolhe bifliop, wherein you thus acknowledge 
Chrift to be the headof the church. Jt hit 
dsppiure-Jnio heaven^ when he was no, longer U.^ 
govern his church in per/on ^ie.provided^ for iht ^ 
good government of it by others, wkm he commf 
/toned to bear rule arid authority over his fubjefis^ . 
tube his vie^gerenU, to aa in his name cndjlead^ , 
md to perpetuate a fucceffton of men; thro' all the 
fucceeding ages in the world, in whom the fame 
povfcrsjhould be lodged -, and iho' he made n,n^ 
iof them infallible^ &c 

Nowtho' at firft fight this may-feem to be 
a. total renouncing any title to infailibility^ yet 
I ihall in itfi proper place, (hew that you meaa . 



•ot&iog lefs. This therefore may hj an incu^^ 
rieus reader be takeo for a tranfcript from the 
ihojily fathers above- mentioned, but to a critical 
eye will appear to be a great improvement oa 
their narrow fckeme, which confines theyi^- 
ciffion to one armed chair. A poor local bufi- 
pefs ! If we underiland one another, this. 
Dr. Snape, h your meaning, That when Chrtyi 
weiatoheaven^.be provided fir ths good .gaverti<, 
ment of his church by others^ that is,, by his 
twelve apofiles, (at the head of whom, hs 
placed St. Peter) whom he commtjftoncd to ex-- 
found his laws^ to bear rule and authority over 
his fubjiSfsy (even over our. fellow-fubjefts • 
the fallen^ angels^ whom they often caft forth . 
and difpoJfefs*d of their fajinejfes) to be his vice* 
gerenis to aH in his name andjiead\. a, power 
which they could never have prefumed^o exr 
ercife^ had they not for that purpofe been 
made infallible by the Holy Ghoji. However, 
as they, were not made immortal, it was neceC- 
fery for the prefervation of the r A«rrA, that 
when thtkafo/lks went to heaven tbemfelves^ . 
they fliould leave others in. their room to per- 
form xhtiv functions in the churchy that fo there 
might be.tf perpetual fuccejfton ofmen^ thro* aU 
fjicc ceding ages^ in wbomjhe fame powers (if 
istfallibility, vicegerencyi and thelilce) were to he 

^^«j^tf!siccond letter, p, 43.- 

lodgedi^ 
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hdged: Datmr frgo infailibilis controverftarHm 
fiM judex. That i$, vc haw infallibility 
fomewherc, and feme how or other kdged in 
our church. For what fignifies an uninterrup^ 
Udfuccijfim from the apoJlUs^ if ihtir fuccefors 
are not vetted with the Same Powers which 
they had ? But why do I call them. fucc^J/ors^ 
fmce they can have no right to be fliled fuch, 
unlcfs they have the Same Powers ? Will 
any one fay that a doge is or can be properly 
faid to fucceidz. monarch f Though be (hould 
pretend to fit on the fame throne, and to put 
on the fame drefsand pageantry with the king 
that prcceeded ; yet if he does not fucceed to 
the legal authority and pcwer^ a nan fhall as 
foon peifaade me that S/op^s heojl in the lion's 
Ikin was what he pretended to be, a* that 
fuch a doge can continue xhcfucceffion of a wd- 
narchy. So that to deny infallibility to our 
churchy is at once to deftroy its whole title to 
an uninterrupted fiicceffion from the apoftks ; it ts 
taking away the divine right of epifcopacy ; it is 
diminilhing or rather (I fear) abrogating all 
church authority^ by founding it upon the poor 
fecular hafis of a decent human in/litution. This 
may ferve to (hew the danger and folly of 
difclaiming infallibility. 

Iconfefs at the end of that paragraph^ which 
I abeady cited out of your frji ktur to the 

bifhop, 
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bifliop, you {ay that be (Chrift) made none of 
them (the apoftles fucceffors) i fallible. Thi* 
the world has anderflood to be faying, that 
they had and that they had not the fame fowen 
\ with the apoflles^ io the fame breath. Such 
I exprefliqas ia the bifiop nauA iqdeed hav* 
pafs'd for grofs nonfeDfe, becaufe that he, be« 
log unacquainted with our chuKch-logici^ covdi 
not have brought himfelf off. But I will un* 
dertake that, thro' the help of fame ni^ 
diflindions, you fhall appear very confIfieat<| 
with all us true fons of the churchy and wbicl^ . 
is harder yet with your own felf. ■ For it i$. 
plain, that you do not any where aflert that 
I Xhtfucceffcrs of the apojlles are not infailikU^ 
j hvit t\i9X he {Chnd) made mne of them fo. Now 
every one knows that infallibility was the gift 
of the Holy Ghoft^ a confiderable time after 
Chrsjl wat afcended into heaven. And floce 
we are, none of us. Avians^ (as many of the 
bifhop^s friedds are) but do allow a dlHinflioa 
of pcrfons in the Trinity, it is evident that you 
ajffirm a truth, when you fay, Chrijl made none 
of them infallible. Thus may you fee how, by a 
fubtle di(lin£lion kept in Petto till a time of 
need^ we can avoid the charge of nonfenfe and 
contradiftion. A liberty never communicat- 
ed to the laity ; as being a right only annexd^ 
to the indelible charafter. And indeed, w© 
ftldom fail of making ufe of ouxfrivilege ^ for 

whea 
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v^hca we write for protejiantifm we never 
forget to tack a popijh falvo^ and when we 
write for popery^ we put in a proUjiant falvo. 
In which art of writing, our good friend the 
dean has difcovered a inoft admirable talent* 
From what has been faid, it manifeftly ap- 
pears, that you never really declared againflf 
infallibility^ as the generality of readers thought 
you did. But, worthy doftor, your feeming 
y&/w, I confefs, was very prudently fubjbined 
to your claim of apoftolical powers ^ that thereby^ 
(as you * term it) our claim might appear the 
more INNOCENT. For thofe fuperficial 
readers^ the laity, (hould we be fo imprudent 
as to c\2i\m fullnefs of power and infallibUlty at 
the fame time, (tho' the one does necefTaril; 
include the other) might be fo alarmed and 
provoked, as to deny us both. No^ Sir, let 
us but get our power once coniirmed, and we 
fhall not a(k any body leave to be kifaUible,. 
For we fee that the power of our fecret friend 
the popcy does not fo muchconfift in his infal^ 
libility, as his infallibility is built on his power* 
Thus, Sir, tho' our church politics utterJy for- 
bid us to fpeak out, unlefs we are drove to a. 
pinch ; yet you yourfelf, as well as all other 
true churchmen, do know, that the apoflles left, 
behind them ^fucceffion of menr vefted with tha 

• Second letter, p. 51. 



and ORtHODOXY Jbaken. 19 

fame powers with thcmfelves, one of which wc 
arc fure was infallibility ; and tho* we do not 
think it expedient to mention the word (which 
like Balaan^% angel might open the mouth of 
our beaft* the hity) yet tacitly we claim no 
lefs. And therefore I cannot think the bifliop 
has aded a fair part in bringing an argument 
againft us which is only, founded upon an opi« 
nion that we dare not fpeak our mind freely» 
and fupport our juft claim to authoritative power 
in interpreting fcripturesy by owning our infalli-- 
hility, which that learned prelate knew was the 
only thing that could entitle us 10 //« 

The laft argument which the bi(hop has 
urged againft our church's intereft, which I 
ihall take notice of; is, that the notion of an un-- 
interrupted fucceffton of hijbops is nof to befup^ 
ported from any words offcripture^ and is not to 
he made out in hijhry\ and that 'twould he wicked 
to make fuch a nicety a thing on which our.faU 
vationjhould depend. I anfwer to this, I was 
once determined to have produced ♦ thofe 
many texts out of fcripture, which you affirm 
that you could brmg to evince tbe contrary. 
Now as I knew that you could not mean the 
common edition of the fcriptures, I looked into 
an oldbible inmy ftudy \ .which unluckily hap* 

• Eirft letter, p. .20. 

PjC&ed 
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<eJfton at the fame timey and mark out the 
man whom I prefer. Farther, reverend doc- 
tor, I can aiTure you that there is no one 
fa£t related here, for which I cannot cite 
as my authors, either Pktina^ Barcnius^ Onu^ 
phriusy ConciL Conftant^ BaU^ /Igrifpa^ Wif* 
pluii or father Paid. 
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thrift's Vicegerents^ 

WITH 

An account of many of their afts of 
- infallibility for the good governmeni - 
of the church. 

J. D. 44, Schifmfirjt. St/Peter anS St. Paul 

TH E lift of our vicegerents does un- 
fortunately begin with a/M/mj for 
Paul as anti-pope did with/land St^ 
Peter to his face. And although without 
qucftion Sk Peter be our man, yet was he 
not a pope after our own hearts, for he^ did 
not bear rule^ and befides was a married man« 
57, 2. Linus. 
Hillorians have very much queftion'd whe- 
ther there ever was a biftiop of this name^ 
which would make owv fuccejfion doubtful, but 
that we are fare this difficulty was ftarted by 

hereticks. 

5 AD. 
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A. D. 67. %. Clems. 
' Alfo called jinack'its ; he did not live lodg 
enough in his office, to leave maoy marics of 
his iofallibilicy behind hio^.^ 

68. 4. Clmtnt 
Being banifhed to an ifland, where two 
thonfand chriftians were tewing marble, fur- 
inifti'd them tvith a Ijpring of frdh water by « 
niracle. 

84. 5. Jinacletus 
Ordcfred t>rieas not to let their beards nor 
kair to grow* 

96. 6. Evar^us 
Ordained that priefts fhould be honoured 
and ihaven ^ and that do accufation of the 
laity Ihould t)e received againft a bilhop. 
109. 7. Alexander 
Ordered that the people Ihould be married 
by none but priefts. 

117. 8. ^ixtus I. 
Invented holy water, and order'd it to he 
bleft wiUi fait, and fprinkled, in order to ch4u:e 
away and coerce the rebellious fubje^s of Chrift, 
the devils. He firft brouglrt up the ufe oJF 
linen furplices. 

127. 9. 7ele/pborus 
Enacted that no layman ihould prefume Id 
touch the garment of a clergyman* 

6 A.D. 
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J. B. 138. 10. JSginita 
Brought 4Q fafting iQ Li«t; 

.I42, 41. Phist, 
Found out cbrifm. 

Condemned St, Pohfcarp for his wearing 
long hair* 

163. 13. Oottcordius Soterus 
Decreed tifi marr la^s to be iwll without th« 
knediAion of a prieftt 

174. 14. Eleuihrw 
Was a great lover rf fweet-breadis. 

186. 15. ViSiorl. 
Excommunicated the Weftern churches for 
«ot keeping L^nU ctt the fame time when he 
did.. 

19S. 1 6. ^epberinus 
Ordered that the wine at the commudoa 
fliouid not 1>e confecrated (as before it had 
^en) in wffod or glafsj biit In ^^W or ^Jver : 
Alfo that no Hfiop accufed by his patriarch tst 
4nitr9poUtan Aiodd be condemned, but by thi^ 

2i8. 4 7» Califlus 
Died of a fiftola. 

226* 18. Uflan L 
Invented the form of confecrating chnrch^ 
jards; and ordained that lands and farms 
might be given To God^ but ought lo be divid- 
ed amoQg the <Urgy. 
' ' VOL* III, B Jt.l^ 
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" A.D. 2"3i. 19, Qil^hurnius 
Ordered pf^lms and mattios to be fung in 
churches, to drive away the evil fpirits tjiat 
troubled poor people ia their graves. 
2316. 20. AntiPms 
Wrote a legead. - 

^ 237. 21, Falianus 
OrdcrM that chrtfm ufed in thp V^rd's {Jip- 
per (hotrld be renewed bace a year, aad the 
old burned. 
251* 22. Schifihfecond^CbrneliuSy Novatian^s. 

Cornelius was certaioty a true fueceffor : for 
vnth eKorciftns and hcfl jr water, he drov^ all 
the rats outofa church near Rqvewta. 
253. 23. Lucius 
Ordained that heretics (hould not be re- 
b^tized. 

aj^. 24^ ii^pbap^ 
QFdVnK4 thOft heretics (hgiUd b« riei)a{»- 

257, 25- S^$Hf,\U 
Iiivented copes, and other veAnK|it|% 

a6o« 26.. piot^ttf 
Allotted to every miniOesLhis ova^urc^i, 
parilh and (alary^ 

271. 27. mix 
Ordered mafl^s to be fiing in churches for 
the dead martyrs. 

.' AiD. 



A, i>. 275. .2^. EbtjMofius 
0»l«re4 all froit»t mi e^^edalfy^ bcu(OsMd 
grapes, to be coafecrated upoa the sldar ; toe 
likewtfe woald b*¥e Aari|rrbi»ried in parpie«" 
283, 29. Caiu^ 
Like an hancR pope, ordered that lU) laj^- 
mao ibould commence a fuit agsdafl^ a clergy- 
oaa. 

the temple oiVefta. 

^04. 31. ' MiM/^iHus 
Divided £«;«f fiKt^' tsU^etHf <pirrMits ; was 
grooiffof t^ Atyblcs-to Mi3eMt//ft:r, in iK^bidi 
office he dy'd. 

^09. 3^; Eitfibiuf 
Ordered that-fto bithep ftotrfa fm fited. 

Ordafocd ttiat no ftrfl^ IhottKI- bt keft da 
•T;infffdaj<H Sunday. 

314, 34. Silvefier. 

Voder his admifiiftrtftlon, asd by his appro- 
bydofty Anihimf the A^m/V' Tet up the mtffiaftic 
^anffie offife. Bt warthe -ffrft pope that )Vore 
a crown of gold. 

33^ 35* Martns 

Orderedihar iHe MV^^ mtd fltotxld be fupg 
ifi churcixes* 

B a ^ J>> 
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-'• ^* 337- 36* Julius T. 
Ceofared the Eajlirn bt(hops for calling a 
council at Antioch^ without his leave ; order*d 
that no clergyman (hould plead before a lay 
judge, or be fentenced by hinj. He was the 
lirfi that confirmed the Atbanafmn creed. . 
3?5- 37« Scb'ifm third. Libtrius^ Fdixh 
Libirius was by the church cfteemed as the 
true pope : tho' he condemned the Athanafian 
creed, which his infallible pcedeceflbr had 
confirmed. 

361. 38. FtlixU. 
Inftituted plumb-porridge iat Chrlfimas. 
He ran with the Jrians^ but held with the 
Atbanafians. 
366. 39. Sihifm fourth. Damafut^ XJrJin. 
Damafu$ was an adnlterer, but Urjin was an 
heretic. So that the former muft by Dr. 
Snape and me be allowed the ht&fuccejir : for 
herefy in an infallible chair is infinitely worfc 
than adultery# 

385. 40. Siriclui . 
Ordered that whofoever (houid marry a 
^ Widow, or a fecond wife, (hould lofe his be- 
nefice. 

^ 398. 41. Anaji€tjiu% 
Granted a pardon from fin for five hundred 
days to any, that (hould fay a prayer of his 
compofing, and beginning ^(/« Cbrj/iij btc. 
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A. D. 402. 42. Innocent I. 
Ordered a fail iq the church every Sa^ 
turday, 

416, 43. Zozinus 
Ordaiocd the blcffing of wax-tapers upon 
Eafler-^tve ; and confirmed the decrees of the 
council of Carthage^ or ia other words the Pe- 
lagian berefy. 

419. Schlfm fifth, 44. 'Boniface J Eultilius. 
BmifacevfSLS the true vicegerent, for he or- 
dered that DO Roman (hould touch the confe- 
crated -pall or lacenfei and al-fo that no^er- 
vaot or debtor (hould be admUted aiuoDS.ft the 
cicrgyj 

423. 45. Ctlefine I. 
Was ao excellent fidler. 

432. 46. Sixtus III. 
Got a nuu wi|h child, 

446. 47, Leo I* 

' Invented proceilions on faints days, and or« 

naments for their tombs. * * 

461. 48. Hilarius 

Built almoft fifty new churches, and invent-* 

ed the litany. 

467. 49. Simplicius 

Found, by his followers means, the bones 

of Elijbaf the body of St. Barnabas^ and the 

gofpel of St« Matthew^ written in bis owa 

B 3 ^ baod*^ 
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{laod. He alfo decreed that no ckrgymta 
(hould hold a benefice of a layman. 

.f. D. 483. 50. Felix IW. 
Ordained that churches (hould only be coo* 
fecrated by bifhops. 

492, 51. Geiafiut I. 
ExcoiDmunicated the ^m^txox .Anaftaftus^ 
and nonthematized the king of the Vandafs, 
He regulated the canon of fcriptare to His 
own fancy, declaring it herefy for laymen to 
judge of it. 

496. 52. Anajiaftm II. 
Exconsmunicatcd the emperor An^jlojim 
for being an Ettycbia^^ when he himfelf (for 
being one) was afterwards forfaken by hit 
whole clergy. Re died bf voidiog bis bowels 
in a privy-houfe* 

498. 53. SMJmfimh. SjfmnmiuSf Lawnnci, 
PiUr \h 
Symauthusj by ^he aiCftaQOS of a hundred, 
uid twenty jbifhop with their clergy, in arjois, 
got'tbe^Uy from his Qth^r two rivals. 

.5M» 54- Harmifda 
"Xeft behind him many natural children. . 
5^3- 55- Jdhnl. 
Was a hearty fricjnd to the Arlanu 

526. 56. Fdix IV. 
Tn\^cntc(I extreme nnAion) and for the be-' 
nefic of thie clergy, divided the chancel from 
'Jhc churcli. 

A.D. 



A.D. 530.57. Scbipn feventk Bmlfaa Ih 
D'l of corns i 

ISontface was the right pope, for he re- 
taiTted his Arian notions in order to qualify 
himrelf for the chair. But his amagonift was 
ft Simm'iAck. 

53^- 58. J^hnU. 

Was a great projeflor. 

534* 59- Agapetus 

Was a great friend to Theodatus^ who ronr- 
fiered that innracle of the age, jtmalafuimha^ 
^oeen of the Goths. 
535. 60. Schijm eighth. Stlverlusy VigUiuT. 

Silvirius was natural foh to HormifJa,- but 
a heretic ; we Ihall therefore eftcem f^tgiUus H 
tut true focceffor to St. P^/er, fince he was 
batf guilty of pcrjifry $ a ySw^// fault naw a 
l%i f« a Aurtbman. 

555- 61. Pilagiusl. 
Poifoned Pigilius, *nd decreed fhat the fc- 
trfar artn otght to be ttUed in to f^ppcefs 
fir#/iVi v^AfiUfmatia. 

561. 62. y^Aw m. 

Eftablifhed the ettftom of Mrerihfppifig the 
bones of (aintf. 

^7$. 65, Bumlial., 
Died of grief. 

572. 64/ Pihpits II. 
Dirpnted with the bi(bop of C^n/tantinopk 
agftiafl the refurreAlon of the body. 

B 4 -^. i>- 
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J. Z>. 590. 65, Gngory 1% \ 

loyented pargatory^ the iovocatioD of faiiit^^ 
hiftratioDS on the purilicatidn of the virgin, 
Aations and pilgrimages ; caqfed all priefts to 
put away their >vives$ but foon condemned 
this infallible decree, when upon draining one 
fi(h-pond^ he found the heads of fix thoufand 
infants there.. 

604. 66. Subinlanus 

Oppofed all that his infallible predeceilbr 
had done; and was torn in pieces bj the 
people of Rome^ for keeping up. a vafi hoard 
of cotjx irl a. time of famine. 

6o6« 67. Bpnifa6€ HI. 

Obtained the title of Vf^ivitfal BJhop fcpm 
Uic ufui pen Pheais, . tipon bi^ approving a|n4 
confirming his title. Hq began to.uie jhp 
Biodeft phrafe of V^Iumus et Jubitms. 
.#q6. 68. Bmifdci IV. 

Joined wiih Fiboroi sis his predeceflbr ^a4 
done^ and thereby obtained great privil^es 
for tlje church. WitK ihcfe two Bmfaas 
properly begaa the papal primaty^ 

6 1 2* 69. Deodatw 
MAde a. law that no woman fiiould marry 
» man, whofe father had been her godiather, 
a^ being too near of kin. 

616. 70. Brnfaay, 
Made the church an afylumfor thegreateft 
niliaAies, by privileging all thieves, murderers^ 



' mud Qiiftnwoxr fiidiiit. jif 

yc. tliatlhould tAkefandaaryiaaajrchiiccb 
pr cbapel. 

. jI. D. 622. yu H9twrius I. 
Was a MonotbiUte HereHc^ and ftandsfion^ 
demoed as fuch< by pope Agaih^^^hj the fixiliv 
feveptb aod eighth general coandtsy .mdrM» 
iiich was excommuoicated bj Lsa-U^ 

637. 72. S0vmnui 

Was a pious charitable man, but .a< ItecB 
pope; for he not only did nothing ta enlarge; 
the power of the churchy but even facrile«^ 
gioofly , permitted its ueafores to ."be dimiv 
ni/hed.. „ 

638. 73. J Jin VST. 

Worthy do£tor, yon will dbnbtlefi^ lie 
pleafed with tbi» pope,, who was famous for 
his love of black-puddings, notvdthftandtqg^ 
the decrees of the council f£ J^erufalim^r heldl 
by pope Jmmsy at which .our fir ft' wcigtrtnH 
pope Pettr alfo afflftedl 

641. 744 TheoJ&uf 

Took the boner of St; Pni^fir/, 4Rid'5h. 
Tellucanus bur of their. graves^ fe^ them ioi 
JfiWer, and left them in St. Saplfen'i chapeI!io> 
be worfliipped by all good catbolicsi 

647* 75^- MartinmJ..' > 

OfympUis betbg ftnt to^ the churcU to fdze^^ 
liim, wal flrock blind juft in the iaAastt \vHcw 
he-, was gcnag: to execute hit ordetss. Axiii 
l^aax* -ibis jope's timey. the chair toei&liiiwedi 



14 Tbf F^s if FftrssvcR AfT 

Ae fMr<f ef ntlhlflg f^ofk bliAd, t9oftefi at 
it is for the intereft of the church, ihtt thtfjr 
fliould Abi fee* This qiaa ordercil (Hricds to 
h«vc d»ir pdUt (bftvcfi. 

WtB <b ehftthalble and -fe liiimble t tiidOy 
Mid did fcF little to afif[8ieiit 4he fower of the 
fhurcbj that were h flot lo keep our fuccej^oit 
ptrfihtaitd^ yoa and I, dofiof, tnMild fbarce 
ewQ htm for a ^ke^irnu^ This fed man dr* 
dered thaf bilhops Aotild liate pfHbfts to con* 
line difiwderfy prieAs ia, whereas -we knoir 
f rlfons ought oh\y to be made for the laHf . 

657, 77* VhaUamu 
Was the firft that Iniroduccd orgjaos into 
the churchy as a mechanical help to internal 
devotion,. leQ mea fliould pray without ia^ 
tenfenefs of heat. 

672. 78. DudfiMi U. 
Built chuccbeCf <9d introdu^d the cuftoot 
vihaUng ^poa 4ih in Lint» 

676* 79. H^o 
VrmA Sf. P</#r's .pQicb with marble, 4««l 
wifhed he coukl bavo done it with the fcnUt 
of hefitia. 

6*7^ 80. ifctflAf 
Ordained thftt all popes decrcea (hovld b« 
i^eWed as if they w«rt veteved iqr St. Fiier^% 

own mouth, 

4 A,D. 



Ai A ^2. 8i. ti9 Jr. 
Hd ftft Ad' diftffch ftHtde t6 «kultcv 
684. 82. MifiediAd. 

Ohtiititd of tti^ cftfcrof , that popes ftould 
fetf t&ofcti iiy Ac clcfgy, without titffcdiiSg hit 
coofinnanSdtt. fle ftrfl iiffbmed thd tltfe of 

Ift^^d i-bed dll hfe pop^dotti, and was fi- 
noQS for writing a book cdfldcffiiiig the di|(- 
Bity of the PAlIi 

(SiiS. 8*4# Cmon \ 

f^ifoa^d ikafetf, bdn|[, i% fdlne aiflnh/dl* 
ftraftcd. 

6ft. 85. Sights h 

r^ titre haihe W^ B«m iff /'^r^^ of At^ivf- 
tfmi/ ; bm" fiot \Hchtg iik dMse, He MroAit^ 
the fa(bioo 4f the popes dhangio^ their natnes, 
which has continued eMr SoKXi He iflia$ a 
notorious aOiiittrer. 

f^t. 86;. >b»VIt 

Hepaketl ihtt^ eMfclM. ^ 

7t)^5. 8y. 5<?*» ▼!!. 

Itefufifd tcf cartl a fyaod to fettle (oMf points 

^ faith then in difpuce. He was a bafiard to 

^obn VI. aild iil;e Nsbuchadne^zar^ e^erf 

where ere^ed images, aqd oflade the people 

pJL do^yn and ^^rdiip thetfi. 

707, SS. Sifmius " ^' 

tHed of the gout. 

B 6 ^. ^* 
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A. D. 707. 89. Qwijbmtini 
Frerailod 'with- Tbi^d^nP the emperor's, ml* 
miralio Italy^ to fdzc upoo^the arcbbifliop of 
Ravenna^, for deoyiog the pcfwec of the chairy. 
«nd to burn out his eyes. This was thQ firft 
poge that offerei his feci tQ be kifledL 
716. 90. Greg9ry,VL 
Raifed a rebellioa. agaioft the emperor Li$. 
IfauTMSy becaufe he caufed images la cbiiccbe^. 
to he giilled down,. 

731, 91. Grigory^lVt.. 
Made a golden image of the Virgin Mary^ 
yibtcb be ordered to hcworihigped oa ^i^ 
oJF excommuDtcation* 

741. 9^. Zacbayy.: 
Exeommuuicated Firgilius, as. a.deteftable 
^ntic^ tos afTertiog that there wcrcant/^QJiU 
75X, 93.. StipbinlL, 
Was- pope three da]^. 

752. 94. SteptHmllli 
Was the fi^Af pope ihat^vias carried OD mettb 
Iboulders. He added . the exarchat of. Rainn^ 
na^ to the pairimony of St* Peter ^,m kDOViog;: 
that<Ci^{/2'i kingdom ma^; fometimes«be. of *</^/x 
i/O^rld* 

757. 95^ Scbtfmnintk Paul 11.^ The^philus^ 

Conftantlm^ Philip^ 

Ptfft/ was^the true vicegerent* Ha wrote a^ 

book in de&nce of what, is commonly called^ 

i^olatry^ calling images the LaynuoiS Ka^ 



JF.D.jb^. 9<. StepbenVr. 
AOembled a eooDcil at Rome to alTertthe 
iMDOur of images, agatnA tfae Janoebfii (image-^ 
keakert) o£ the Ea/i. 

' n^* 97* Hadrian I. ' 

Eftablilbed image-worfliip, at the fficond 
Youndl of Nice. Gorered^ the poor filherma^ 
FHiT wkh filver and gold^ aad added* Sfikto 
and Bemvintum to his patrimony. 
796. "9&. Zf^ni. 

Was fet upon by cooipiratorr, wko not 
only whipped his breecfa> but alfo plucked out 
his eyes- and bis tongue, which (as the Le- 
gendary fays) were b wdt reftored to hinv 
next day by the apoftles» that he pronotmcedi 
fentence oa ihofe that did* it,, and law theBV 
executed*. 

&i6. 99« Stepbin Y^ 

lived but fcven< months infallible. 
817. 100., B.afcbal I. 

Jbined ia an aflaffination plot, in whlcK^ 
many of the emperor Lewis*s^ g^vat men were 
murdered in the Lateran. He firft founded 
%be college of cardinals^ who were at firft bat 
^ilb pic&sAa..R9mif but fbon became mates^ 
for kings* 
824. 101* Schi/mfmibi. Euginiusll. Zinxinus^ 

JSugenius was the right pope, for he ex-^ 
^ommomcated^ all that did. not owa him. as 
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J.D/^%j. 102. fViHifin^ 

after hi$ ^U^Um. V4yn»\o^ffi94wm»w 
be a good pope. ■ - 

Sa^^ JOJi Gregory IV. 

Ii>(bfuu4 the Ceftft pf Atl-Sahtt^ 

IU«i«v^ a Smt (iMjf fiwtfr boQcf t(> Jktfer 
graves. 

W«#' a« jE^i^ ^ifooias, (?rttri^ b)r naoiei 
Md lAer taviflgrdi%iHfiMl kftfelf in maft's ^ 
l^rel, flkc wmreUcd to Jlii^enM wlihker tevers 
where (lie became fo great a profititQt m 
learning, that all tlie cleitgy looked upon her 
as the aMeU dWiic b the llffcdie eftntdi. 
S|ie was ar length chofen fop^^ ^md after (he 
had conferred ^r^iff^, tstatJe ^W*/y, ordahied 

baptixed in/atifi, and played tt>e ffop€ for 6tt€ 
year, f6ur months^, and font days, fhfe Utefiii 
uh^re of Badyim^ between <he CtloffiM ihetttfr^ 
and St. Ciments^ fell in labour, was ddfrered 
ef a bailafd*€blMy^a&d 4tfd oft the fpoc. 
For rbk rcafen, bocetding ptfufy^c piticed 
in a^porpbyey-jduur with a holt 10 «lie bottM>» 
and imoiedlaely aftej: the ele^lion, tbeir 

gmtali 
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Jlimtab ivere to be fettiched: by the yhttnveji 
AaiM. Kow^ thoogk jrimoft fifty dUFerent 
MfhQrs coofira tbU Aory, yet we trms eborch* 
men muft in^ft ufom h, chat Jte wts a trQ« 
vicegerents nO fc^^^tf^, bot t r^^ii** ^r/^, and 
x'ig^tfnl/mcfffif of &t. ?/Afr, For if ft« were 
not lb, we may cbana d9I to h^iHt one i/J/^tf/ 
or oMKHSiod pri«A in all BngUnd. For wfao 
koow4 but the pitfedt &u OMiy be iticfa c» 
were ordained by otheri^ vW wtte ordiamcl 
by meO) ii>^«ffe ol^^inatioo originally came 
inm 4>ur fit vkfgennt. Wbo£i right and 
«iid¥ieatim tbrfferie tf iv^ ftooU ikU Um^ 
prudent as to den7, we might UtmtitJktttof 
the whole AWffif rigl^t of cpifi^asf^ and re- 
aper Ihe poor thtfni 9/ Bngltmd to fmA a 
IttTi, •• to fiaod mctrejy ^jfof^ itktfiimlar h/k 
of an aA of pariiMBtut^ 

857- W^ Beuedi^m. Anffftafws III. 
Einedtd is the than whpna I prefer, .who 
was himfelf buried by his own dircftion before 
St. ^^fr'% threfliold, anJhipnoin:St. P^r^r ha4 
never received from any pope before. 

, a^S. 108, Nkhaiasl, 

Imcodvccfi Abe faAiop of praying in m) 14^ 
knowo tongue, and for the honour of G^ 
made every oo^ 4<}dref8 tb^felvct to him ia 
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A, Z>. 867. 109. Hadrian IL 
Was put tQto the chair by a faHkn at 
Rome^ and then excomaiuQicated the emperor 
for Dot owning hkn immediately. 
872. iiOk y»A«ix.. 
Took it into his head to difpo& of crowns^ 
and aoointed Liwis emperor,, for "which ho 
was forced to fly; and afterwards to retaitr 
Ae cbaio fubmitted to Cbarhs the UId> and' 
Inoioted him etnperor. 

882. III. Martin li. 
He was only given to forcery ; fo lopg as 
lie abflained irom herefy^. we may. receive bim 
for a viugirent.- 

884. M^. Hadrian If K 

By a decree deprived the cmperora^^f that 
light, which they, had afways claimed and 
enjoyed, of eleAing the popes* 

885. 115. SuphtnVh. 

Was efleemed the bed chcft- player of hU 
tfme. Shewed himfelf a great friend to 
witches,, adulterers^ ^od likewife to. the 
<Aurchw 

990* 114. Scbifmtweffib. F^rmofits^ StrgiusVX* 
/Sirin^i' obtained the chair by bribery,. 

and by force obliged hi^ rival to fly onr^fr 

liafy. 

895. 115. Bonifdci yH 
^zx&naBarmtui affirms thatthis mair^was 

mot ^ftooQiQaUxdioren, iUiit I doflor^ cithm 
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we muft differ from a eardioal (which we do 
not care to do) or we muft give up our ua* 
interrupted fucceffioo. 

yf. Z>. 895. II 6. Stephen VII. 
Dug up the body of bis predeceflbr^ Ar. 
inofuSf to. try him for berefy ; and having con- 
Tiftcd hU infaUiiHityy cut off the three fingers 
of his right hand, wherewith be ufed to givQ 
bleding, and to confecrate. 

897. 117. Romanus 
Condemned bis infallible predece/Ibr for his 
barbarity to Formofus. 

897. II 8, Thiodarus 
Reftored all the decrees of Formsfus^ whid^ 
StepkiH had abrogated. AVhicb of their infal'^ 
unities was in an error, we will not We 
determine. - 

897. 119. yohn X. 
Called a council to condemn all StepbuTs 
decrees. 

B99. 1 10. lBeneii£fXV. 
''Was pope but fire months. 
The eburch was without any vicegirM fouf 
jears^ which was a fad thing. 

903. 121. Schifm thirteenths LeaV.' 

Cbrijiopher. 

. Chrl/fopher unpoped Leo^ after he had ga- 

terned the church for forty days ; upon ^hlcb 

ibe poor man broke bis heart and died. 
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J. D. 904. 122. Sirjttts IV. 
thtpdped CMjIdp'her*, tcpt MaroziOi SI 
sbble Woman, its his whore ; and (aftl; infti- 
tuted the bearing of candles at the fbaA of 
thej^unfication, which from thence has been 
caRed CandUmas-day^ 

911. 123. Anajlaftut IV. 
lVas a qiiie't man, anfl did norhiiig either 
'gO(Xl or t)ad daring his whdte pontificate. 
912. 124. Lando 
Wa^ aa admirer of £iU'fi(h aad t^^ ftud 
very famous for fading. 

913. 125. JdnUl, 
The baftard of Serglus, and much verfed ii^ 
tjie art of war. 

92&. 126. Li^yi. 
Being thrown into prifon, at the end of fit 
loonths, his chriftian patience being quitt 
worn out, he died oifgrkf, fomc fay of poifon. 

928. 127. Stephen VKft.* 
By fome^'^ called tbe VJIib* Was a peace- 
able man, and did nothiO|{ for tlie jgpod of 
the church. 

930. laS. John XIL 
Anether of S£rgius*$ beftards, and 4 no* 
torious* friend to reliques. He poifoned Li9 
and ' SifphMff^ his pre jece/Tora v Aud being 
caught in adultery, was flaio by an impudent 
layman, that faid he was the hufband to his 
iMlIoefs^s miftrefs. 

J. D. 
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jf. D. 9J5. \%<^, If^ VIL 
Was a great patron tif raooks and friarf. 
939- *3C>* S/^«» IX, 
Was all hk time bu4j«4 m cWil vara. 
943* 13<* Murium. 
All that's refnarkable df him, b that fo^ 
nvritcrs call him Ma^iin fit. 

946. 132. y/^tf^/ffjll. 

Was the firft that inftitQted mvfic at 

956. 133. ycA«Xia 
Was accirfed in a fynod before the €mfer0t 
Oih9j for having pat out the eyas of fome of 
his cardinals, ptocking cot the tangaes' of 
others, cmting off the h^nds, feat* fingers^ 
oofes, and jgenitals oftyttierst fororMi^iig 
deacons (to per^tnate oar fucccffion) in a 
flable, for oaaktog t>dys bUhqps for money, 
for raviihiDg both vii^ios and ptlgrlms, and 
laAly fof caUiog tipon the devil for jKEftanca 
at dice, and drinking rd bis health. For 
thcfe fptrkiul afts olviagerency^jhc emperor 
fet him afide^ and placed Zgo hi his fiead. 
But no fooner was the emperor gone from 
Rom^^ than yoha returned, drx;>ve Lio 4tit» 
and repo/IciTed the chair. lo ^vhlch. be con- 
tinued to aA as vufg/rmii till being caught ia 
bed with another man^s wife, be was lik^ his 
predeceflbr John XII, flain by the httfbaad 
in the very aA of adultery. 
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A. 2>. 963. 134^ SMfin fmrtein$b. Ln VIII. 

Lei like a tftie pope caird for affiftance 
from the fecular arm^ which feized upon his 
rival, and made htm end his days in a prifon. 
965. 135- JobnlLVJ. 

Invented the bleffiog and baptizing of bells, 
which, before his time, were unhallowed 

things.^ 

972. 136. Dono II. 
Was a lazy pope, and a great eater, which 
is all that we hear of his holinefs. 

972. 137, Btnediif VL 
^a$ imprifooed, and afterwards firaogled 
in his prifon, which Platina affirms was msch 
100 gentle a death for him* 

972- 138. Bonlfati yU. 
Came to the popedom by two murdecs, 
that of Bemdi^^ and that of Jobt^ a deacon 
,that oppofed him« whofe eyes he firft plucked 
i)ttt, and then killed him. This vicegerent 
alas ! ftole all the chnrch-treafiire. 
975, 139. BinedUfYll* 
Lived a whole Ltnt npon almonds, ralGns 
and milk. 

983. 140. John XV. 
bled in a gaol for want of necefTaries, hav- 
ing been thrown into that phce by the people 
of Romi^. whom he bad moft violently op- 
l^relTcdt 



} 
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j/.D. 985. 141. John XVI. 
* Sold the church-plate and jewels to eorich 
his kindred, v^hofe example hath been for 
fhe mod part followed ever fince. 
995. 142. y^b/i XVII. 
Barmhs qaeftioos much, if there ever wa^ 
fnch a pope; but you and I, doAor, will 
not permit a popifh cardinal to rob us of a 
frcciffor: I for if he does not know the church's 
^tereft, we do. 
996. 143. Schifm fifii€nih. Gregory V, 

John XVilL 
Gregory was the right mao^ who invented 
4he ringing the little bell before mafs. . I 
cannot deny that John had fome claim to the 
chair, for Pktina {ays he was a thief and a 
robber^. 

99^8. 144. SUwJIerlU 
Was a great necromancer : he fet up a 
irazen hea4% which he confulted, as many 
catboUcs have done iince. One day,- as he 
was officiatmg at high mafs, at St. Crofs of 
Jerufalem at Rome^ thofe rebellious fubje^s of 
Chrift the devils took bis vicegerent away, 
and' he was never heard of more. 

1003. 145. JobnXTX. 

Is looked upon by the hiftorians as no Pope 

at all, but is always counted one by true 

'chorchmoa, who are determined never to 

g^ve up the divine right of biihops. He is 

* bid -to have been an excellent ma^cian. 
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J. D^. 1003. 146. John. XX. 
TUL b««' tiuie the p«opk of Rome always 
ilJlofe tbeir osvn./a^/: but this man took that 
privilege out o£ their hands^ and veftcd it ia 
the clergy,, to whom it has ever fiocc con- 
tiajied. tp be jure diun9* 

XOO9. 147* Sergius V. 
Coi^moaly called I V» He was a Pytbagn* 
r^fmr »0(i.forjsid all bis dei-^y eating beans : 
He was the firft vicfgerent of the prirue^ of 
pmce^ that confecrated fwords. 

1 01 2. 148^. BMdt£fVm. 
W<i^^ M ca^m|i«i'0gi.tht;QM3iuiAic:lifet 
wii^inil^rted» and Atii, he and ki&iiMiaUj ck 

tlae pl?g^> 

1024. . 149. John XXI. 

Platina and others. a/Hrm he never w^fi in 
holy orders;, hut. fince be ordained hijhopiy 
frie/h and desc^eu^ wevQ»lghtasweU ^virinto 
the Aoi>y of Pc^ Jf^^ ae* allow this saaa k> 
have b««fc ^ leff-vipegmnt^ 
I03'3. 159. &€hifm^fmietmK BnudUi IXL 

Siiue^erlU. ISir. Gtitiory VL 
Eenedi^wzz a forc^nr^ Sshs^er sL/oihrnke^ 
and Gregory ukA^fer* Thsee per&^s* ib iwell 
gifted, tlnrt. i am at a ftaad ta determine who 
hod the beft cidua. To aroid nKftaldeti let 
OS jom the^thFeerto^cttivr^ aodwcroiay afimn 
thaA awoftgft tkca^ th^ taaeU up/ one i*»// 
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A,I>. I04f. I5.;i. CfemtntW. 
Did npthm^; i^sjodrkabJe. befidcs makuig all 
the people m it^/n/ perjure thwifelvcs,. a 
chiog commonly pradifed bj^ dlviiieft. 

1048, I5> tf9m^s.\\ 
PotfoQed his prcdt«Qfll>#, aod CDJoyed the 
4Mir tN4»^ieiK tmltMFf^^ di$«*afien 
ro*49. 15-4. Leo IX. 
Itevtemtd the nfefal dofWne of tranfiib- 
fttiKktioo; aird! to malce tfte abfurdity fwal* 
lowM', gave oat tbar ChriiF and he. had maay 
perfooal converfations. 

'^55- ^1%' VW9r 11. 
ExjroflMAUOic^ed maay of his, cleygf . for 
focnicatioa^.by whom be was pcifoo^ ac a 
lyrannical vicegerent. 

1057. 15A Sebifin feVMteemh, SiiphenX, 

Stephen «?as our right. fufcciToc, for heJeo? 
tenced a man to death for faying St. PiUr did 

1059. I.S7* NiMasll. 

ExcpiiKDUAicaied and, perJecmed aU thofcf 

that denied tranfubflattKialQOt. and m%if^B^ 

rengarius recant his error^^. which \ii5c re the 

lame tenetSt, tKat the church of Eng/anduQii 

holds. 

jf. D. 



4? The Pillars of Priestcrafi^ 

jt.D. io6i. 158. Schifm eighteenths AlexanderVL. 
Honarius II. 

Alexander^ like a true head of the church, 
tJeprived all laidcs of the right of iovcftiturc 
to facred funftioos. 

1073* ^59^ ScUfin nimtemth.^ Gregory VIL 
Clement III. 

Gregory (by others called HUdebrand) made 
his way to that dignity by poifooiog five <^ 
his predeceHbrs ; excomoumicated Henry III. 
and made hiai wait bareheaded and barefoot 
three days^ before he would readmit him into 
the church. 

JO86. x6o. Schifm twentieth. FtSfer IIL 

Clement III. 
Vt^or excomrnudcatcd Henry III. as hla 
predecefTor had done, and was polfoned in a 
chalice for his pains. 

1088. 161. Vrianusll. 
Made a decree that no layman fliould giv^ 
an ecclefiaflical benefice. From his quarrel- 
some temper was nicknam'd Turbanus. 

1099. 162. Schifm twenty-firfi. Pa/cbal IL 

'Guiberty JlbertQ iAtella^ Frederick^ Magi^ 

nulpbue. 

^ofchd was the true pope, and had been a 

creature of Gregory VII. He made a league 

with the emperor Henry IV. and confirmed 

%t with the mod folemn oaths; but no footier 
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•was 'Henry gone out of Italy ^ when he revoked 
dll thnt he had done, and excommnnicated 
iiim ; nay, and made hlni wait at his door 
bare-foot, before he would recall the excom* 
municatioti. 

n 1 8. 1 63 . JScbifmJwinty fecond. Gilajius \U 
GregGxyVm. 

Gilafius was the true fucceflar, to \i&ple 
piety the* world owes the foundation of the 
knights templars. 

1 119. 164. Caltftm II. 
Decreed thatno loufy peffon Ihould enter 
ihe church, -and declared It was adultery for 
a *ilhop to forfake his fee ; by which we may 
underAand who my lady bijhop is. 

I124. 165. Schifm twenty-third. HonoritaH. 
CiUJiin Ih 
lienoriusy to manlfeft his fincere love to 
the church, put to death Jrnulphus, a Icw^ 
church preacher in thofe times, for inveighing 
i^ainft the pride and ufurped power of the 
Romi/h church. 

1130, 166. Schifin twiffiy fourth. Innocent 11. 
Anacletus II. Fiaar IV. 
Innoant doubtlefs was ibe trued vicegerent, 
for he ordained that no layman (houid pre- 
sume over to lay violent hands on a clergy^ 
jnao. 

VOL. III. C A.EK 
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J. D. 1 143. 167. Celeflin III. 
Commonly called II. Was the firft invefi- 
tor of that chriflian method of curiiog by iiS, 
iook and candle. 

1 144. 1 68. Lucius II. 
Brought up the ordiodox cuftom of eatiag 
paacakes and fritters on a Sbrsvi^Tuefdcg^. 
1 145. 1 69. Eugeniut III. 
Repaired feven chnrcbes. ' 

1153. 170. Anaftafus W. 
XIloiiTerted the Pantheon j where :the'hea(heK 
deities were worihtpped, dato the Maria R^ 
tundaf where popifli faints are prayed to« 
1154.. 17.1. Hadrian IV. 
From a beggar at St. Albans^ -came to be 
pope; and being thus moanted) to try how 
well he could ride, made the eniperor Fre* 
derick Barharojfa hold his ftirrup, after which 
he excommunicated -him, becaufe he would 
not bold the empire as a ^ef or tributary to 
the fope. He abfolved all the fubje6ts of 
William ^v% of 'Sicily from their allegiance; 
Budf in a word, was a true friend to Ac 
church. 

1159. 172. Scbifm twtnty fftk. Alexander VL 
' ViSior IV. Pajchal III. 
Alexander was my man, (or he trod /Ofost 
the ;e(n.peror Frederick*^ head, faying, Supir 
ajfidem et bajilifcum amhttlabis; the emperor 
(as if he had been tutored •by the bifliopof 

Banj[9r) 
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Bangor) anfwercd, Non tibt fed Ptiro^ Aait 
is, Tiju <anmt pretend to that power the!* Pclcc 
mighty who was ao apoftle, and infallibk ; to 
which the pope repUedt (as if you and I had 
been by io advife him) ^et mihl et Petro^ the 
iame powers are lodged in -me as uere in- Pcier. 
J. D. 1 181. 1 73* Lucius III. 
Attempted to abollfh the whole conAi-« 
tutioa at Rome, and bring it iBto ^bjeAioa 
to himrelf ; in which 4ie iiacceeded (o far^ as 
to deftroy the wfaole confniar )>awer* 
1186. I74, Urban III. 
Was a great enceorager of the hoi; war^ 
but died of a fright. 

I187. 175. Gregory Vm. 
Was pope two months, and Tick all the 
time, whether infallibility did not agree with 
his conftitution, or what elfe waited tiim^ I 
^nnot tell. 

1 1 88. I,f6. Clemeffi llh 
Pardoned all fws tbat were comnntted bf 
any that fliould afterwards die in the tioly 
-wars. He excommunicated the Danes for 
aiaiataimng the marriage of i*heir clergy. 
1191. 177, Cle/hnWl. 
Firft with bis feet pot the crown upon the 
emperor Otho'a head, and then kicked it off, 
ftylftg. Per me regnant reges^ that is, Aly 
iingSom is of this %uorUL 

CZ A.D. 
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jf. D. iigS,' 178. Innocent III. 

ExcommiiDicated the emperor Otbo IV th. 
made king John of England hold his crowD as 
tribotary, and confirmed the heavenly doc- 
trine of auricular con/effton. 

12IJ. 179. Honm^iM IlL 

By this vicegerent's inftigatioo, St. Domintck 
fef \ht engims of this world at work, and prac- 
tifed wholefome feverities againft the heretical 
Waldenfm and Albigenfes'^ of whom not above 
a fauadred thoufand fuffered for believing what 
is now the do£trine of our churchy bnt was 
then a damnable herefy, the laji determination 
of the church being againft it. 

1227. 180. Gregory IX. 

Excommunicated his patron Frederick JL. 
by whofe means alone he was made pope : 
to (hew that gratitude cannot influence the 
church in favour of a man that oppofes their 
power. However, to (hew that there is a 
way of infuencing the churchy (tbo' not by 
gratitude) he abfolved the emperor upoa 
payment of one hundred and twenty ounces 
of gold. 

124T. 181. CelcJiinlY. 
Died of poifon eighteen days after his elec- 
tion, before he knew ihat'he was infallible. 
T242. 18^. Innocent W. 
Perfecuted Robert Grojikead^ bi(hop of 
Lincoln^ for calling him jinti-Chrj/l, He firft 

diiccted 
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dIreAed the cardinals to wear red hais^ which 
hgrsiics fay, was a certain token that they 
belonged to ihefsarlet whore, 

J. D. 1 254- T S 3. Alexander I V . 
Declared all the Saracens were in a ftate of 
damnation, and not finding they fbaght' the 
worfe» died of grief. 

1 261. 184. Urban W. 
Excommunicated Malnfroy king of Sicily^ 
and pnbliflied a croifade again ft him^ pro- 
Bonncing a great narober of pardons and be* 
nedlAions to thofe of his fubjeAs, that (hould 
cither dethrone or kill him. 

1265. i^s. Clement W. 
Was firft a ibjdier, then a lawyer, and lad 
of all a pope« 

The fee of Rome w»J vatcnt two ycarj^ 
wb'tcb was a fad thing. 

12; I. 186. Gregory X. 
Exa&ed of all the clergy a tenth part of 
their livings towards the charge of the holy 
war : bnt no occafion happening, applied it 
all to his owp private ufe. 

1275. 1%T. Innocent Y. 
Was the firft that kept a folemn coronation. 

1275. 188. Hadrian V. 

Died thirty-fix days after he was ele6led» 

1276. 189. %A«XXII. 

Was a very good phyfician, and an expert 
mftrologer i notwithftanding which great helps, 
Ptatina affirms he aded very foolifi&ly. 

C 3 A. D. 
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A. D. 1 277. 1 90. Nichclas III. 

Waa the real author of that very whol#^ 
fofftc fcvcrky to the Fnnch in 5/t fVjr, knownr 
by the name of the SmBan vejftrs^ 
1 2fe . 191.. Manin IV.. 

Entirely aafwered the dolhine whidi yoa* 
aad 2, Sir» have fe often afferted* For he 
certainly fate in Chrift's ftead, iK^hen the am^ 
baflfadors olPaUrms^ kneeling^ repeated thrice 
tp him thefe words. -— Thou that takeft awa^ 
the fint tf the worlds have nercy ufon uu 
Which addrefs his hoUnels received very grar 
qioully. He kept for xnaoy. yeara a eoncubine 
of his predeceiTor NicUkC%^ 

1285. 192. Ilonorim IV. 

Excommnnicatcd Ptttr king of Arrago»( 
And his Ton ; and opgofed our Englfif king*: 
,ki Jieyjiiig tiLxea* 

1288. 193^ Nich$ki IV. • 

Made himfelf^ mediator to ali the princes So* 
Funpej and' would have fent them zll /aun*^ 
tiring into the holy wars* 

1294. 194. Cslejfirt V, 
Was too fimple and too honefta^man to 
do much fervke to the church^. 

izg^^ r9f. Bcm/au Ylll., 

Made up for the ina^ive fpirit of bis pre- 

deceflbr; invented the market of iW«4^»ri^x> 

and for every, hundred years founded a jfftiiV^/;. 

at which time eterjr maa's ,i^$ werei forg^vo^, 

Wfioa. 
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upon his Tifiting St. Peter and St. Paul^i their 
churches in Rome. Philips king of Frana^ 
eonTidVed hitn in open parliament of fymony, 
murder, atheifai, ofury, adnltery, and alfo 
of a fecret leagnt with the Safacens. I am 
ferry to fay that, for oar argunienfa fake, 
yoQ and T, doctor, muft adcept of thir maa- 
for one of Chrift*s vkegtrents*. 

A. D. 13033 196. Binsdia%l. 
Was poifoned for his probity* 

1304. 197." Chmgni W 
Was the firft that fixed k ftaodiiig {yrtcc 
upon indulgeoces. 

1.'3I5. 198: SiF!fmfWinty-ftxth, j<i*» XXIU, 
Nicholas V. 

John way the true bead of^the chnfch. H« 
•aufed Peter a monk and rtiahy of Ma ror- 
I6^NPer8 (who taoght that Chrift had no pro- 
perty, and* aife that hi$ dtfciples bad none) 
to be burned alive. He was alfo of opinioti 
that in the text iW> khgJ^m is not of this 
vtorU^ the word NOT was fpurioos, and 
ooght not to remain in any artbodi^ title. 
This'ts an anfwer to the modern herefy that 
we never thought of, and deierves well to be- 
confidered. 

1334. 199. BenediSl XIL 
Excommunicated the emperor Letvis^ and • 
t^ve away* all his dominions in Italy 9 

C 4, jI'D. 
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>f. D. I34», 200.- CUmeniVL 
Ordered the jubUei to be kept every fifty 
years, the haodred years market comiog: 
roand* too feldbm'foir the church's benefit. 

1352. 201. hmoant VI. 

Burned Jobaaius^ d^ Rup§ Scifa^ for pre- 
tending to aflert, tbac^ ibe Scriptun might be 
inierprettd by a private judgment ; by which it 
appears, that had the biihop of Bangor lived 
thenj fre might have been burned for bis 
notions. 

1362. 202.- Urban Y^ • 

Excommunicated Barnahn king of Mitatiy 
for denying his infallibility ^ was a great 
fiickler for the privileges of holy church, and 
confirmed the order of St. Bridget. 

1370. .203. Gregory^Xl. 
^«v«r Ky«4 at Romgy tiil upon nis fa[|>end«- 
iQg a bi(hop for non-refideoce, he was afked 
how he could puni(h a fault he committed 
himfelf. 

1378. 204. Scbifm twenty-feventh. UrbagVh 
CUmentWVL 
Vrban^ the true fucceflbr, took five of the 
cardinals that had voted againft him, anS 
putting them into facks, threw them into the 
fea. 
1389. 205. Boniface IX. BenediSf Xllh 
Boniface^ the real pope, while the other 
lived at Avignon^ fcizcd a prieft at the head of 

a con* 
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a coDfiderable number of priefts 10 white gar-* 

mentS) and fofpeAing he had a defign of 

making himfelf pope, ordered him to be burned 

alive. 

jf. D. 1404. %o& Sibifmtwunty^igbtb. 

InaocentVli. Bnadta XIII. 
,' Imutmtj our vicegerent, npdn being re- 
proached by the citizens of R^me^ for breach 
of his oath, ordered eleven of them immedi- 
ately to be beheaded, faying, that was tbi only 
wttj U nnunxi fcbifm and fidition^ 

1406. 207, Scbifin twenty-nintb. Gregory XII. 
Bemdia XIII. 
Gregory^ the trne head of the church, did 
nothing of confequence, but excommnnicate 
his opponent. Which he did ki order to 
make him a beret'tcj and fo render void the 
oath which he had made to him, that if he 
were chofen Pope; he would refign to him > 
but fides cum bereticis non eflfervanda. 
1409. ao8. Schifm thirtieth. Alexander V. 
. Benediei XIII. 
Depoied Ladijlaus king of Napksy andg^v^ 
his kingdom away to Lewis of Jnjou. 
1414. 209. Schifm tKrtyfirJf. JibnXXlY. 
BenrdiaXm. 
John was depofed by the couacH of Con^ 
fiance as a drunkard, an inceftnoo^ perfbn, ar 
pedlar of pardons, and ao if^deh In the fame 
coancil, BenediSl was nkewife depofed. One 
of the refolutions of the council was, T%at a 
P ^ general 
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ftmral Muncil Ug^ilfy fummonedt tuas hmfifi^ 
%iuith the fi4prime^ authority next to Jt^s.QhyL 
Then it wa§ ib*t in/^&tilityxf^mp ^^gfxt^ 
rid council*. 
J.,D^ lA^l* ^.fO.:S4bf/mtbifty'/e£fiC4U 

Tfa^ Uttf^r of tbefo abdicated the fiofndooiy^ 
fooQ.after be bad obtaised iu |bu Mmrnm^. 
like a wrife maa* thoiigbt fit to difi!ii& the 
CO\iml ^ CQnfiATM^ up^ita Acieg prof^&d ; 
there to coofijler^o£;a rcfiwomtion ofiiiai)tiers>> 
aflooogd tlie clergy. This w^u tbe good pope 
that coDdemned; fViciUff^^ aikt effefluallf . 
<}liellcd tbofe 4^«r^^ri p£ the church's unity ^ 
y^hn Hu/i ^d >ri»w oi f^agm>^ bj^lhi^ h^lfc,' 
of: tbofis iiQC!»{I^| ,<^ii«pf., called fif^r aii4i 
faggot* 
1431* 2t^' Sfbi/miiirijf^Jhird/Euti4»wXyj: 

Felix IV, 
' EugenikSf thertrue vicegereot^to tbt*prt(iccr 
of' peaces was, durm^ his., vboldrspp^doai^^ 
engaged iD'av^r^ 

J447. 2X2^ Nichbis-yj:,. 

©ave a» iadulgfoce. to a„(ricpd pf htisr to* 
go t9a/foK«i:er. fwPi ^bc. aeowery: of .^6/r»« 



Cawai2^dv^V<»^ FcrrieTy aijotorious jvi-^- 

1458. 214.. PtUill. 
"WJJia a quiei man,^ aodi of ^ 00 ufe, td tbfe- 

church j . 



diyrchy whiek ftands in need of men of adive. 
tnd enterprtztog geikiiifc^. 

^. D. 1464. 215. PW Ifl. 
Commonly catted II. He decreed aUIearning^^ 
to be bereff, and very truly dectaredV^xr^rtfur^'' 
to be the mcthir of' devotivi. He totd Platina 
tbat all laws hnman and divine were lodged 1 
in bis breaft. 

147 1. 216. StxtiisVt: 
Murdered one of the princes of the Midl^i 
filmily by-hired afTa/nns, whilff he was at mafs^^ 
He permitted public bawdy^houfes to be kept- 
In Rome^ upon their paying him certain fines} 
aad brought intheufe of beads. 

14844 217; /«wc#»/V!II. 
CoIleQed a.* Tail fum^ of money for a war^ 
ag^ft tht'Turks^ and employed it all in a war« 
with the king of Naplis^ who was a chrijiians 
He was much g^ven to exc^ilea in drinkiog and 
!• vcoery^ 

1492. a 1 8. JliMmderVL 
Obtabed the popedoac by notbiilg but brtr 
. bery« He was poifon'd by a miftake with the* 
wry Joji^ whiek. bis foo bad pi^pafed for a < 
rich eardiaai that flipped with him.> Be vcr 
ry^ frankly own'4 aU his^haftards, wMch'^ere 
no fmair number; wa« accufod of ^oamitting 
iaceft with his fifter, and (Shaving entered in- 
19^ a compact with the deviU 

C 6^ • j(^ JSU 



€o thi PiUari ^/ Pa i bstcr aft 
A. D. 1 503. 2 1 9. Piu$ III. 

Was poifon'd twenty fix days after he- wa< 
choTdi. 

1 505, 220. yuUus II. 

Was a true member of the church mlUtaat^ 
•for he never was out of war^ all his life- 
time. He fodoinitically raviihed two noble 
Vtnet^an youths^ had two baftards, and dy'd 
of a fever at feventy years of age. He was 
remarkably zealous for th^powtr of the churchy 
which one good quality may cover a muliir 
iudi of Jinsj in the opinion of us ftaunch 
churchmen, fooner by much than charity, . 
^514. 22t. Le^X. 

He fold pardons at very reafonable rates. 
And was heard by fome heretics (as they have 
affirm*d in print) to fay that the gofpels might 
more properly be called the fables cf Chrtff. 
But this vitfuccejftoni/ls believe to be fabulous^ 
I522. 222. Jdrian VI, 

Acknowledged that he himfelf was faHibr<^, 
and that the church of Rome was a fink of 
vices. This therefore is the worfl of all our 
fuccefjh^%y and we (hould difown him, could 
we perpetuate ow futctjjien without hiin. This 
we tnay fay, that he ddcrved as little to be pope 
as a certain perfon does to be a bifhop, fincc 
both of them betray the ySrr^/i of thetr order. 
1512. 22j; Cktmnl IX. 

In this vicegeretit*s time, there arofe a fctt 
of men with ih? bifliop of Bangor*^ notions, 

and 



tdd to the great diAurbance of the clmtxrh^s 
peace and unity, taaght thefe heretic doc- 
trines : That no man was infainble, and 
therefore no man was qualified to aflt in 
OfriJ^s y?/jflf: That Chrift was ting in his 
9wn kingd9m n and therefore no man could im- 
pofe their interpretations of his laws upon 
others : That all his laws were conuined in 
Scripture, and that every thing neceflary to 
falvation was there fo plainly deliTcred, that 
the meaneft capacity might underftand it : and 
that every one was to read in that book, and 
judge for themfelves. At the fame time, 
tranflations of the bible were made in all latK 
guages. Thus was the vM rfthg temple rent 
in twairty and hidden myfteries were expofed 
to the eyes of the vulgar. Thefe free^thinking 
notions prevailed fo far, that at length tl^ 
fecnlar power in this nation embraced them ; 
and cutting off a noble revenue from the 
church, (what now a-days would amount to 
ten or twelve millions per annum^ for which 
asany l^neft churchmen figh to this day.) 

Schifin thirff^feurth. i 

King Henry W ML made hmXdffupremebeael 
cf the churchy which example all our kti^ 
have followed. And as this title has been 
confirmed by a£!s of parliament, which make, 
it a prtwmnire to fpcak ftg^ft:it : fo fivec fincc 
that time, it has been the faOiion in j&vAtffi/ 

to 
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t6 look a^D the Rmum C^iMcki &» dn^ 

fchtfmatUi. 

Ont^oCprudeoccIpsoceedoofarthiBr ta mf- 
lift, bttC ^ali leave eve<y boocft churchmaa to . 
^e& wbo are the refi oSmy.vicegfsreQts^ 1. 
doubt not biu we IbaU uadecAaod one aao- 
thcr*8 meaotQgt t% wcU as i£ we fpokeMtf. 
However if any of our fcieada IhoiUd be ix dall ^ 
aa Bofe to kfio^ what we would have, let then 
coafult Dr. HiU% work«» mid Iir/iy^i Ctf> $f\ 
iUPyUifici^iiimd'JhMH^- TheMb«ioay>r 
di&0v«r» not on); where the fincereft of ui 
lodge \h^fuprimmtyt% bat alTo leam the abfoliite 
net effity of ^n unimirrMpitd fitcaffim rf mm 
Vifiidwkh that ftfprmaty^. ^iithoM whxh» it- 
fetms, we ttuft aH be nnavdihlfy . damft4fL 
Ami akhongh feme weak, brtthrea* ina; be 
;jyizzled in thia^afEair^ bccaefil they know we 
'have fwailowed ^oertm odd^atisj which fccm' 
te contradiA both our cMv«r/irtM« and tb&rim : 
•jei, if they will bmtxmfider how uareafonable. 
' and bow antichriftlaEitr if, that wr ^tntoat 
members of tbeicfai(!«^iboutdb^tied down by 
mtth$ \xMao/keithfhpnm^ they may f«on difca<r 
vcr where it is,, tbaft we place out umMttrrufhdi 
ifiiiiffiM ofCbri^i vhtgiTinii. 

Yon "key learned dodos^ that I have-elem'ed^ 
vftk^hiirarcfy ^t oar. diBfch^ and sepbiccd'^ 

the. 



itkJiviHi rigtt ,9f ffifc^€j iipoQ4t9 troc and ^ 
^ibdb<ifi^\ a^b^B not to-bt lh»kcn by tlic 
fcimib of every (cjathn%frti^iaier. Let thea^ 
^bUU^Pf wd his fecc^idsj ^Ar wumu §ffilt 
rsvikuim^ read here^jwdbe coofoooded. Let 

mmfrmm tb$^ €if^$ daft % thdogb indeed they., 
vemtayofttfott^gmltyof £iaft, wbich ioaoy 
kfnum SDogbt bave^lerved^w foils to the a&ioQs^ 
of ft Nfr^ or lU^(9k^u9' \ yet fiace tbey were 
cofluaitted \fi4lirgyw^y9xt only to be regard-^ 
ed as ianfk^i^d triflesi and ve&ial Peccadillo's ; 
as appears from tbo pious annoutioos in our 
^ Ortbodsix^. TfftamHa o& tbe^ ijdxbapiter of- 
Sis ^i47ll£ir«', which affirm^ 7%^atf/wt'i^<ra^- 
urjf tid b^p n/^^mc.wiri avn fr wuktdaf' 
Uff \ yi0i9Jhaugk fom$ trMir at evU^at Jildns- 
iweri kfjb$p> ibitftofiitjh^uld'mt be fr^uduialu- 
tbi church. TlnUy rereread^Siry it is pbioy, 
that nool^e^ioii; of wc'^t <aQ bov. Aarted a- 
.|^ii)ftus-: Sor werQOttryiMr^0« cooipbred of' 
divih iftc^Knate^ .provided^ tbey were regular ly^ 
ordaiaed, it would be never* the w$rfi\ Day io^ 
the cofiditioa tbfoga now ftand, it would be. 
siach the better. Pos the morei power Satan 
kad (and fae^c;ertalaly wouJk! bave*vaft/power< 
were hzzp^e} tbe greater would 'the c4>ljgap> 
tioabe ofpa the laity of keepiog ut up^ as a . 

'^^ Psiutedat £i«i>M» 1582^ 

^irhmt 



fpiritual Jmtding mwy agaioft him. To ftf 
the truth, were oor cneidy (or (hall I eall' him 
our friend) tha mwarch of hill totally futidtoed 
and croOied, I doarbt it would fare with us, as 
it did with many of the geDtreiaeff of the 
fword, fincc the death of Lewis XIV. -^-— We 
{hould either be difbanded or reduced to half- 
pay. A misfortuae which thofe geotlemen of 
a carnal warfare might eafiiy have a^>oided, had 
they iKktnus/pmtMlmHifiafot their example; 
and either fought booty, or taken care not to 
ca^ firth and dtfpojfefs the eiiemy too often of 
xhtiT fajineffes. A prteftly fireftghty which the 
ra(h D. of 3/— wanted in Flanders. He was 
a layman^ but thank our ftars we of the clergy 
have more prudence than to rout our enemies 
too much, and therefore we (haH never run 
the rifque of being laid afide, as be was. To 
which end, indead of attempting to remove 
the wickednefs, the ignorance and fuperftition 
of the vulgar, three main props of ovLvfacerde^ 
ial power, let us preach up nothing but party 
fermonsy let us cry up our own *autborrty^ and 
continually alarm the nation with the danger of 
the church ; and I cannot in the leaft doubt, btit 
we (hall fee the honeft laity content ftill tt> 
follow us with ftrings in their nofes. To (hew 
you, doftor, that I have not been idle in this 
grand affair j I can aflTure you that, though I 
am but a country curate^ I have been for thc(e 

maoj 
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mtay years iocQlcattng into my coogregauon 
the belief of my mtffion from heaven $ I have 
(rften told them that I am God's amiaffadmr ; 
that I ought to be treated by the beft of my 
]>arifliy with a fabmii&on due to fb great a per* 
foDy otherwife it was an affront upon him that 
fent me : And I have fo far foccecded, that the 
leaft cc»itempt of me fixes upon any man the 
name of fanatic : A title, which I have taught 
my flock to dread, more than that of atheifi^ 
hlafpbemtr^ drunkard^ wboremajiir^^ ot /wearer • 

ThuSf Sir, though our office be originally 
to preach Chriji^^tt you know it is very whole- 
fome and for the good of the church to preach 
ew^fehis too. And as we can (hew no creden^, 
lials for our embajfadorjbips^ fo it will be veiy 
Citpcdient for us to keep the laity from making 
any iin& enquiries into them ; for which good 
purpofe, let us true churchmen fiand by one 
another ; and if anyone fhall be fo bold (which 
of late too too many of our own order have 
been) as to quefiion our authority, let us 
never flick a moment at branding him with the 
names oi fanatic^ atheifij free-thinker and <;»/- 
tumy to all revelation* And as a great empe-- 
ror of Rome led the way, and you have honeft- 
ly followed his example, let us drefs up all our 
enemies in wolves and bear-skins^ and then we 
•ced not fear their being worry'd and baited 



t6i fhe Pilfkrs ^/^PkrirrcitArr 
by a true cburcb'-moij whcMVCP they have ait 
dpportumty; And as our own hliy reputation 
vnW eafily weigh do^vn'that of another man, 
when it is crack'd or almoft wafted away; fa 
it will ^ot be improper to employ all the hands 
we can, in raking for dirt to throw at our 
tdvcrfaries, efpecially thofc of unblemiftied^ 
chara^ers. In which pleating taik| I can pro« 
mife you the pious endeavours of many of mf 
brethren here, who have taken indefatigable 
pains in fpreading your works* 

I hold it prudence in all cafes to follow the 
advice of the old proverb, and cry whore firjl -: 
for which reafon I think we ought to ftigma^ 
tize all our oppofers with the name of papijl 
as well as of fanatic. For fince our denying; 
the liberty of frivatt judgment may be d^mQa— 
ftrated to be diretSlly oppofite to the founda- 
tion on which the reformation was built, we- 
/bould not eafily get off the imputation ofpo^ 
pery^ had we not been before^band with our 
adverfaries, and called them paptfts and enemies 
to our church J fir ft. Again our fcheme of 
church government ii the fame with that 
which the Jefuits maintain to be their public 
thffes,^ and our do^nnc of peffiU/ities is exceed- 
ing like theirs of probabilities*; now left our 
great enemy the bifliop of' Bangor fixouldl 

♦ FtJ. Lettres ProviMcialei. Let.V. 
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tz opoD US the rcproacb-of adheriog to Jifu* 
itical rutUnSy which we could not well cksir 
oodelves frofn> we begia vnxh him. and not 
only charge him with iocliaiog to Jifuitifm^ 
bat likewife with eotertaiajng pne tf Aatfra* 
ttrnhy in bis bcufe. It is true the poor rrfugie 
has fofficieatly conviuced us that he is no J/- 
fidt^ but that ihail never fattsfy us ; whilft he 
continues under the {ame patronage, he ftiall^ 
alia ccmtinue under the fame name : and whilft^ 
he QpnTcrfes among the feconds of our gran A 
miverfmrf^ we will admk of bo proof of hi» 
49mnrjmn^ but Jeem him as much a Jifuit^ cft Y 
if'Wifawhim cfficiafing at high maju 

And bere» Sir, though we ufe the words Jt- 
fuit and high mafs to frighten out weak bre-^ 
^reo from joining with our enemies ; yet I 
would not have any one imagine that there \s 
any barm in the things tbemfehes. I confefs 
had Mr. PUhnnkri ftill officiated at high mafsy 
he would have found better quarter from us;. , 
for 'tis not probable thar any fett of true 
friefts (hould be real enemies to fuch a religion > 
as that of the Romijb churchy which is fo ad* 
mirably calculated for the power, honour, and! 
grandeur of its clergy. Alas, hath he^. been ^ 
«ne of thofe quick-fighted father$»,and:nott 

f Snapc's iecond Let* P...66.. 
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found out, that we loog for tfaore ooiOQiV 
fveeter than any that ever grevrin Egypt : Had 
he been a man of penetration, be muft h^ve 
long ago found out the drift of all our pious 
endeavours. He might have obferved that 
when we had a catbMc prwa on the throne, 
then it was that our famous doArine of PAS^-. 
SIVE OBEDIENCE and NON-RESISTANCE 
was mod inculcated, as the onfy medium for » 
pcp/Jl} king to eflablifii his nilgion here byw 
He might have obferved how carefully idr 
have propagated ihe doArine oi dmtit indi^ 
feaf$hU hereditary right i which had it tkitea 
its defired cfFefl, I leave the world to judge ef 
what religion our king would BOW have been. 

The bifhops Jefuit might have obferved what 
we meant by the word churchy whofe danget 
(like mercury in a barometer, wholly govern'd 
fey the power of external ak) was obferved tt> 
rife or faU^ juft as pcpery loff or got ground 
here. Thus in king Charks the lid's timei 
ihe church was very healthy ; ra king Jamet 
the ll^%Jhe ftourilh'd exceedragly, till he un* 
wifely began to put our pajive do^rinei iw 
pradife npon eurfelves, which made car nature 
% little rebel againfl cfur prineiple. In king 
WilUam^t reign, the poor church languilhed 
under a deep confumption ; which was fome« 
what reftored by the two firft years of ^Meen 
Anne: But as fooa as ever the Duke of MarU 

bor^e^h 
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i$rougbh^zi oar friends beyond &ft, oor ecck« 
fiaftical weather-glafs rafi^ and the ohurch was 
sever in lacii danger : But this was foon over^ 
bx the queen at a touch caxtA all oar ivih b; 
patting an etid to the church- deftruSlivi war, 
dapping up a peaee^ that had we I)een beateot 
we could not have obtained one more for the 
benefit of our xhurch ; and lafily, by degrading 
the conquering general, and {facing one in his 
room, who was a zealous fon of our churchy 
for which he now fufFers exile with his and 
onr FRIEND. Thefe indeed were glorious 
fimcs ! But das! our pious queen and our 
moft chiriftian aHy died juft In the nick of time; 
what QUALMS our poor church has had ever 
fince, muft needs be known to Mr. Pillonnien. 
Befides all this, he can never really think we 
hate him for being one of the Jefuitsy if he will 
bnt farther confider k how many things wc of 
the H^ncburchifAXovi their Aeps. 

■ . \ 

Tne JifuUs m their thefes of L9V4rn^ in the 
year 1645, fay •, // i% only a venial fin to ca- 
hmntcti and impofefalfe crimes to ruin their crc'* 
dity who /peak ill of us. Now can any man that 
reads the dean of Chichefter\ Mr. itfw's or 
your writings, conclude from them, that any 
oius irxk^fons of the church differ from this te- 
net of thofe worthy fathers ? I am fure our 

• Letires Provincial^. Let. XV. 
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treatmentof the bi Aop of i?tf;y^r^0Te3 Aai 
•we are of their miod. And as ibt good fathers 
ef Levmn prove their right of calomaisting bf 
their matcblds doArine of :|! probabilities i Co 
we by* the help of pcj/ibilities fopport our ca- 
lamnies. As for example, Pilhrmiere may pof* 
fibly be a JefuitJIill, ergo, he is a Jefuitjlill. 
TMs is our peculiar church- hgic^ and as jron 
fay \ eofiry one who underjiands reafoning {which 
indeed none but we ftauncfa churchcnea do} 
win agree woith you. 

Again, the reverend fathers the Jefuits hol4l 
it lawful to do evilrprovidod it be for the good 
of the churck Kow if this were not aMb cor 
religious principle^ bow could we juftify the 
many honeft church wobs whidi we have ^rred 
up to bum aad plunder moaiifg^houfes for the 
f^e of the church : or how could any of OQi' 
goum have appeared at Preflon^ had not the 
go9dof the church Yitea thought to licenfe our 
breaking our oathsy and fanSified rebeilion f 

Again, thofe ghoftly fathers the Jefuiu 
teach the dire&ion of the inUntion, with that 
excellent doflrine of mental refervation^ by 
which a man may commit any <rinie^ and avoid 
the fio. Now if fome hon^fi men amongft us 

X Lettres Pro\inc. khi/upra. 
t 5«tf/'e% fcccnd Letter, p, 9.. 

had 



and DsLTHOxyoxy Jhaien, 71 

^ad not fomefuch fmall^^i^j^thcy could never 
liave fwallowed the oaths of allegiance and at- 
jurat ten Heartily, Willingly, anfl 
Truly, as «ioft of us do: But as thefe oatBs 
are taken for iht good cfAe churchy and for the 
retaining of benefices in orthodox hands, the 
uprightnefs of the intention atones for the fin of 
ferjurj^ if we ftiould chance any of us to be 
-giillty of fo venial a /tn. Pnrfuant to this 
principle too ; if we find one of the laity im- 
|>licit in his obedience to us (let him be ever fo 
pyfigate^ or ever fo great a sftranger to the 
iofide of a church) we pronownceifim k letter 
churchman than a follower of the %i(ho|> of 
Semgor^ though he were ever fo regular in his 
"life, or ever fo confiant in going to church^ 
"Becaufe thefe afiions can have no true merit k 
them, while ibis inuntkn is diabolically direiled 
to the deJlruGi^n 4( the (rue and unlimited 
etutbrniy ofibe churchy which is the chief thing 
tthataJkliever&ould'be attached to. 

The J^fuitSy as w^l as all other catholicks, 
-deny the laity the ufe of the fcriptureu And 
'Cven in this jKiint we do not differ from them, 
fo much as we would make weak brethren be- 
ilieve we do : For form fake indeed we put the 
bible into the people*s hands, but then we de- 
ny them the ufe of it, as much as any Jefuit 
can. For if any one pretends to read it with 

more 
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more uaderftanding than a boy at a reading- 
fchool ; if any one (hall dare to chalk out to 
Umfelf from thence rules of li/e^ oi confcience^ 
or of faithy without confulting us, the faucy 
/hoimoker will quickly be told} that he is gono 
beyond bis loft : Negative difcouragetnents and 
(if we have them in our power) fofttive punijh- 
tnents (hall (boa teach him that his foul is not 
bis own. 

To proceed. As the fathers the Jefuits hold 
it lawful * to miirder and a(raffiaate princes^ 
who are not for the unlimited power of the 
churiby and can prepare for that purpofe Bar* 
rieres^ Chapels and Ravilliacs: So we never 
wanted our Perh'ns, Friends^ Fenwicis and 
Shepheards^ whenever we thought our church 
was in danger. Not to run parallels farther, 
by comparing the extmfivenefs of charity a- 
mongft the Jefuits with what we praftife, 
which would be only proving one Sofia was 
like another ; I am fure I have faid enough to 
convince any hearty Jefuitj that it is much 
more prudent for him ta join with us of the 
h'tgh' church, than to afTociatc with the bi(hop 
of Bangor and bis fanatical companies. 

Therefore I beg you to communicate this 
letter to Mr. Pillcniere', ^? Jefuit he certainty 

* See appendix to the Summary of Religiaus 
Hott/a in England and Wales, p. 8S to the end. 
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WDOSf and ihenfore is fo now ; and I doubt noc 
tmc as he Is a Je/uii, upon duly weighiog what 
is here urged, he will defert that fcandalous. 
caufe, which he is now embarked in, to flock 
with birds more of his own feather. And wheo 
wc have bereft our antag&ni^ of the man who 
bdped him to all his ivafions^ equivocations^ 
and niintal rtfirvatims ; how eafy will it be 10 
niQ down an heretic, that hath nothing but 
ttafon and fcripture left to fupport his caufe : 
rtafon and fcripture^ two weak fiipports, when 
fct ia competition with the engines of this worlds 
wiiich ought to be employed by »;, the vice^ 
gerents di Chriji •, for rfjiraining offenders a^ 
gainji us^ and to keep in awe the dijittrbers of thi 
cb)irch*s ptate and unity. Let the bifhop re- 
flaember the fate of John Hufiy Jerome of 
Prague J Cranmer^ Ridley ^ Latimer^ and the reft 
of the remarkable diflnrbers of the church's 
unity \ and whatever ill-gronnded opinions he 
may have entertained concerning us, becaufe 
wc wear the name of prcteftant^ I can affbre 
faim, he would find he had a woful caufe to 
defend, were we intrufted with thofe engines 
if this worlds by which our happy brethren 
beyond fea daily preferve the authority^ peacr^ 
and unity of the church. 

■"' # 5m^*s firft Letter, p. zm* 
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Having thus fully conftited the bMhopTar^ 
guments, and fettled the viagerency in Cbriji^s 
kingdom in the popes till the reformation 5 the* 
where it now continues, I neither dare nor wili 
bluntly affirm : In order to put in every hooeft 
churchman's mouth a defence of qwc phn of 
churcb-gcvemmentf I (hall lay down a (Hort fpe« 
dmen of it, founded on the foregpinj; ch^ch-^ 
maxim. And to do this witli more cafe (fioco 
I have proved that the iingd^m rfChrifl^ not^ 
withflanding all texts to the contrary, m^ be 
if this world) I wUl liken it to ibthetbiBg «bat 
is adiuaUy ninu in this xvorUy aind that fhall be 
to your Dionjifian nwnorchy at Eaton. 

Firft then, as you fit fupremc governor* ea-, 
compafled round with y^^^r^r engims^ and veft* 
ed with power to fet them on wof k, for the 
terrifying and keeping in awe ail thofe^ who 
attempt to difturb ihtpme of j<mr fchool: So 
our grand victgennt (whether he be a pope^ 
a kmg, an ar chbiihop, or a colIeAive body o£ 
clergy) ought to fit fupreme in the fpirituajl 
kingdom^ aififted with ficular engines, and 
veiled wHh pow<r to fet theoa at work, asoftea 
^s the peac4 4md unity of the eburxiJbmU ir 
molefied. 

As you have the fome powirs vAah the &ft' 
inaOtf that ever taught in your ichool^ whkfa 

were 
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«76re lianded dowa to you by the pre^dloj; 
«Qaftef, and which» when you leave the fchooU 
•you will tranfmit to ancther^ who will upoo his 
ideibiffiou fubftitutelikewire another, thereby to 
ferpetuaU a fuccefftw offchocl maji&s at Eaton : 
Soiour prefent fpiiitqal head of the church h^th 
xHtfarhe powers with iht firft vicegerent dele* 
^ated to him ; which powers^ when he can no 
longer remain fupreme on earthy wiil'be trahf- 
knitted to otbers^ vfho are to perpttnaie a fn:cpf* 
fion offucb vicegerents through all fucteeding agti ^ 
rf the world. 

A^Vd "joMt'Eaionian kingdom it fometimef 
liappens, that when negative difcouragementi 
are not fufficient to keep your fubjefts in or- 
der, you apply pofitive punifltmentSi and that 
tSt&mi engine the rod: So In 00 r ccdeftaAi- 
cat kingdom, when little negettive difcottfage- 
mentSj fuch. as ouafi^hal €md fihifm bitls^ are 
{bund inrufficieot towards prefervltig /c^^r'cjfr 
unitjy a ptfitive appUcatioH o{. fines and penetMest 
and fometimes oi.fire and faggot is not a me- 
^Jliod wholly difpicafing to ftatinch churchmtn 
jit bottom. 

As none of your children have any rj^ht to 

Judge for themfelves, or to queflion youf inf4*? 

libility incxpoundiDg the clajficksy even though 

you taught tjia^t Bavius and Meevius were 

D 2 better 
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better poets than Fir^il or Horace : So nopc , 
of thoiie hates the laity (hould pretend to judge 
for themfclves, or quellion the church's inter- 
pretations of Scripture^ but receive them sl% 
infaUible \ nay, they ought to fubmit to the 
church's authority^ though (he taught that Suatcz 
zni' Btllarmtne were greater divines than Su 
Paul Sind St. James. 

As no hoy ought to plead conldence for b^- 
iBg abfent from fcbco/j or refufing to come to 
repetitUfiy or for not performing any tajk yoa 
{hall fet him : So no layman ought to plead 
confcience for not coming to churchy or foi* re- 
fufing to join in the common-prayer^ or for not 
fubmitting to all the Impofit'ons the churi.h (hall 
think fit to lay upon him. 

Laftly; As you have many vice-pracepiors^' 
vho asunder yoo,' and (hare with you in all 
the privileges of your goyernment, as well as in 
teaching and puniOiing your fubjefls, who 
cannot call chde vUe^preceptors to an account 
without rebelling tgainft yotu- power : So oiur 
fpiriiual govermr hath us his deputy governors 
to aA under hfm, as well in teaching and pa- 
nifhing, ^a in all other excrdfes of dominion 
over the lahy^ who are not to quellioQ us lus 
My ufiiTs for any thing we do. 

Thit 
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Thns have I fhewn yoo, learned doAor, 
that the laity, arc no better than fchool-boys^ 
Whofe leafon, whoreconfciences, Mfhofe backs* 
and fides, in Ihort, whofe body and fouls' 
ooght to be under our discipline. This is the 
glorious chutch'fihttni We OUght to ftand by. 
This is what the Jjuift and politic amOng us 
have always been endeavouring to eftablifli. 
Since the hifl)cp of Bangor therefore, and a feic 
t>i frte^tbinUng Jaitf pretend that tvery man 
has a right t9 judge for bimfelff which deftroys 
cur whole goodly deflgns at once; let all 
honeft churchmen, fuch as you and I, join 
heart and hand in defence of our church's 
p9mr\ let us leave no ftone unturned to make 
our tdverfariet charaAer odious } for which 
holy purpofe» let oa run Into company, betray 
ConTcrfittioDf invent fcandal, and to fupport It, 
print children and old wives tales. Nay to ferve 
the churchy let the faying of TinM be written ia 
all our beartSf 

FU&ire^fi nejue$y fttpergSy achcrwta movebo \ ^ 
that IS, 
T9ferve $ttr eamfej if heaven fl>ould prove uncivil^ 
/f^e*llhumhfy crave ajftfiance of the devil. 

Sq till another occafion, I remain, 
Reverend S I R^ 

Your moji bumble fervant^ 
D 3 S. T. 
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N, Bf By (hurch, clergy and churchmai^l 
^o not mean tbofe of our gown in general, 
but only thofe chofen veiTels that are chieBy 
zealous for our power ^ and our dignityj and our 
rhhis. And in this feofe I de£re you, reverend 
Sir, to underftaod ihefe words throughout mj 
letter. 
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Heveretid Stff 

"IHE lord bi(hop of Sanger hA\jnQ 
replied to our worthy brother Sberr- 
^ ^^\ mbft learned and conpftmt vin- 
dication of thofe locks and bolts of our excel- 
leot church, the corporathn aod ttji a£ls ; and 
believing that ^r^tf/ jiftfw is iww pcrfcwiiy lir'd 
tvlth the low and tedous work of aofwering 
bis Iord(hip ; I fhall, in his defence, ai^d under 
your patronage, fully confute, not only all his 
lord(hip has faid io his laft book, but all he 
lutt ai any time faid, or (hail at aoy time here> 
D 5 after 
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^frer fay> in defend of the common rights ef 
n.ankind% and (hall (hew that aH national 
chorcbes have and may deprive men oFas many 
of thofe rights as they thmk fit ; and itt order 
to it) may make nfe of any means, tho' never 
fa improper, evon of what his lord{Lip.«alIs a 
proftitutioo of the holy facrament ; and may 
inflict any penalties on thofe, who, agreeable 
to ibofe common rights of mankind, dare to 
difagree mth any fnch efiabliihed luuionat 
ihurcb. 

I &y, rtOireni S^r, I fti^lt (jo dl this, in as 
addrefs to you j becaufe, how well foever the 
mq/ier of the temf>k may have defended thefe 
points, or any other very yirw^» to them, ift 
the courfe of tUs debate with hisk>rd(Hip> 
I know that modtfi writer will readily cop fen t 
that your charafter fhould be moft confpi- 
cuous in ihe cloTe of this controvcr/y ; and-, 
Botwithftanding his indefatigable pains, would 
gtadly be riorv not fo much as thought of« that 
you may finifc gfor ioufly what you at firft fo 
fagaciouBy begun. Therefore, that I may 
dot rob you of any applaufc> at the fame time 
1 revive your name in the worM, I (hall bor- 
row my main argument from a pafTagein your 
/g.and le:ter*\ and which, 1 think, continues in 
every edition. 
• P. 6o, L^ 

HaV- 
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'Hftviog. ia the former letter t^naofwerabl^ 
Bade appear that our fucceffioa of bifhops is 
nnioterrapted from the apoiUes, and that your 
pofitioo, ihat the; are Tefted with ihcjime 
powers, is therefore undeniably true : I be- 
lieve you doubt not of my abilities for the pre* 
fent uadertakiog y wherein I ihall ooiaiatain a« 
oother of your remarkable a/Terttons, and oi| 
which, as I Aiall make appear, the whole Aref^i 
of the controverfy depends, viz. ' That ever- 

* iince miracles ceafed, the temporal powers 
^ were commiflioned by Chrift, in their ffeadj^ 

* to aid and affiA his fpiritiial vicegerents, thi^ 

* churchy* From whence i( will plainly follow^ 
that the religion eAabliflied by Such tempo* 
ral powers, that is, the ecclefiajtical conjiituthn 
tfztkjnalm^is of equal divine authority, as 
that which otH^ined by the power of ndracles. 
[I have digiiify'd the ^cri/tub with capital^,, 
that every reader may fee I intend to draw no 
•bndufions hurtfdi to the ckttrcky whiso t toa^ 
fider the temporal magiftrate a^ Ghrift'scom«> 
lkiiBoBe^ : For I dcAfe here it maf^ be nsmarked 
oneefor all, that his oommiffion is on}yvalid>' 
when^tisrexerAedta aid aa]d'affifWiii€e.of'Cbrift'$ 
fj^iitoai vicegor^fita, the tUrgyt. ] 

I (hall not concern myfelf how far thisargn- 

meat extcodsj or what influence it will have 

D6 on 
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•n charches eftablifbed by Mabometan or jP^ 
/tfir temporal powers; but at prefent ihaR 
confine what I have to fay to our own eccle^ 
iiafticar conftitution, eftabliOied by Chri^'k 
commiffioner, the civil magiftrare : And ftialt 
(hew that the biOiop of fi« has widely miflakea 
the principle upon which this eflabliflimenr, 
which he calls the reformation j was fettled i, 
which was,, not thai of every man's right tO' 
judge for himfelf ; but that of the tempofaf 
magillrate's right to ludg^ what ellabliffimenc: 
to fettle : And therefore, that all, who are. 
fubje<Sb of the temporal magiffrate, ought ta 
Be the fubjedlis of fuch his ecclefiaftical eftar 
blifhment The argument, as I have coUcftcd' 
from your book, {lands thus.:. 

Chrift-commiffioned' fpiritual vicegerents to* 
aft under him ; to make new lawsy &c. 

To inforcc which new laws, miracles were: 
fometime continued in the church. 

But miracIes^ ceaiing^ Chrift corn'mifBoned* 
Ukewife temporal vTcegerents toaid andaffift 
his fpirilui^l vicegerents^^ in putting their frnu' 
laws rn.executioD»; and to vAii civil fan^ions^, 
by virtue of that commiflioQ. 

And that civil governors have this commif- 
iGiia fiom Chriil, of being nurjing-fatbers and* 

nurj;^ 
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narjsrtg mothers to his rplritoal vicegerents, and 
ef puDifliiDg all dilTeDters from their fettle* 
flient; you plainly prove by an evident pro- 
phecy, and front the cbfjjjian exassple ef Da- 
vidy who hated right fore the inemies of tho 
ihurcby even as tbcugh tJyey were his otQn enemies*^ 

Tor apply this your accotmt of Chrift* 
fettlement of vicegerents, fpiritual and tempo* 
ral, to the ecdefiaftical^ conflitution of £ng^ 

Our biihops (or clergyj arc tminterrnptcdi 
fuccefibrs of Chrift's fpiritual vicegerents^ dele*- 
gated by him to make nsw laivs, &c.. 

At prefent there are ik> miracresr te ftpponr 
fheir new lawu 

. Therefore our temporal powers are cemmiP 
fioned by Chrtft to aid and aflift the fpirituai 
vicegerea(s>,the elergy, iste^ 

Accordingly our temporal governors haver 
idded civil fcm^iims and penalties, in aid andl 
sffiftance of the mw laws' enz&ed by thefe^ 
ChrifFs fpiritual and temporal vicegjsrents; * 

. And bow conformabte* our praftice rr to* 

. the behaviour of the Pfalmiji^ needs not to be 

■icQttoaedi for we bate right Jore alL who Hfr 
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I know, 5/r, that many arguineots and oIn 
je£)ioQ8 have been brought againft the tenr- 
poral magtftrate's power in reltgioa ; and that 
'twill be faid this example of David*^ cansot' 
be .urged to chriflians, who are commanded to 
IcFue their enemies \ yet, I doubt not, but you 
have a fufficient aDfw«r to every foch littler 
cavil. In the meao tiBMy tb« reader f$ defired 
to obferve, that in defending ecclefiafttcal coft<< 
flituiions, 'tis not fo much as pretended that 
the laws of Chrift, (which are the chriilian 
religion) but the new laws of his vicegerents^ 
(which are the eftablifliment) are to be defend- 
ed. And how necelTary their defence has 
nniverfally been thought, may be judged from 
the rigour with which all oppofers have ever. 
been treated. For as you fay, + On what 
would his lordjhip havi our churett dtftndf On 
God's providence^ will hi fity f On iho promije 
ofChriJif I admire your anfwcr to fuch de- 
Senders of an eftabliflied church: * A%iry 
^orious en£Ouragtmint^ I anfefs > afecuritj theO. 
cannot fail I No^ my good lord of Bangtr^ we 
know better the means of fecuriog- eflabliib* 
ments, than to admit of any rights in commoa 
to BMlilitfidt whi<db wtf imngino i»ay, «0(la%er 

« 

f StMtpt'% ad LcMcr* v« tiz» . -'-> 

•Ibid. 

*5 
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the church's,: And as our brother Sherlosk 
£as learnedly proved, bolts and bars are a far 
ftrongcr, and therefore a far better defence,* 
than reafon or argtiment, or any of Chriil'» 
proffli&v. 

A%txf what hf» lord#i4p lias urged, that the 
Sime methods x>f defending efiabltibed -churches 
wosld aaeiiadhiaUy \aam ppevented ttefppead* 
iag of chriAia&Uy Ufelf, asd would have pre« 
v«nted the refoittaiioQ abtaliUBg at a^H, and 
will prarent it where it » not : I bricDy an^ 
fiver, thatius lordfhip^sobjeAtoii, with refpe61r 
•to chrifiianky, ts emireiy f^»reign to the pur« 
pofe : For the qneftioa is. not, What would' 
fiivoar or prejudice cbri/Nanity ', but, Whar 
wiilfavotir or prejudice thcrburcb. ? And as ta 
the rcformatioQ ttfelf, 'tis piaio, and muft be* 
(b ackoowledgcd. by ua, that at that tiae 
Chrift's temporal, vkegerenta 9Stti tod aatachr 
againft the (burch-, and oarghe polSbiy have 
riiitt*d the chunbj if the l^iritual. vicegerents 
had not eaated thcoifebes, alid- prevented its' 
gdng fiu^thor. But however that was, *m 
certase, that tke wfooritiatien itftif was begoa- 
by the teaifioraJ^ magiftnite's power, fopported 
and curried <n by the ongifirate's power, amd^ 
carried on no facthcr tbao- the magiftrate's 
power gerimttcd. 

Ikoow 
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I know, lodcedy there were many perfons^ 
ihcn, as well a« before, who claiaied a right of 
]^rivate judgment : But that right \V3ts fo far 
from being the foundation of the reformation, 
in reality i that, when the civil magiArate haif 
•fFe^ed the reformation; that right was not 
.only not allowedybufe every man, who differed: 
in the leaft from aay eUabKftetf church, way 
declared^ as before^ a/heretic : or fchifinatlc 
J^ay, at th« tim^of the refor«iatiQo,..when the 
temporal Ticegereots thought fie to take off 
odium from fome» who before were deemed 
the fchifmatksy and to declare them Chrlft'^ 
fpiritual vicegerents, in the room of the dif* 
placed ones } this gave . little eoonteaance to» 
the right of private judgment i : the men wha 
obtained this favour being only thofe, wbofe 
K&owo principles agreed witll the doArine and 
worfhip eftabliflied by tbe temporal powers. 
They knew better things, than to iiavt run^f- 
man to make tb$ hft cfhis bti/e ; which wa« 
only left in h& to be confnlted by every mao 
io order, to fupport what was then: eftablifiied, 
Aot to difcover any thing contrary to it. 
Which i think undeniably plain from hence,' 
that notwithflanding mankind ha^e generali||t 
Ity the licentious ufe of fcripture and reafon 
iince the reformation, feen the falfity of maoy 
4o£brincs then cftablilhed^ they have not yet 



Mnd Orthodox y Jhuken. %^ 
had power to make their general jadgmeat 
cancel fuch eflablKhed doctrines ; for fear left 
thet right of private judgment l>emg allowed, 
it might (hew many myfleriis to be only thofe 
cf iniquity \ and prove dangerous in the iffue 
to the power of the prieilhood. 

And, I believe, rtoerend doHor^ we may 
challenge any one to (hew that this founda- 
tion-prindple, as his lordihip calls it, has met 
at any time, or in any country, where the re* 
formation is eftabliOied in one national church, 
with better treatment, than at iirft: Nay, (o 
hr are Chrift's^iW/ftia/ vicegerents from atsdl 
approving it, that I challenge aoy one to deny 
that it has not met with mocb worfCf wher# 
the temporal aidfrs and affairs have Dot re* 
firaioed the bandi of the cburcbf 

From all which it plainly follows, that eC' 
defiafttcal conftitntiaosy however reformed^ 
•re fo far from allowing this right confiftently, 
or owing their fettlement to this right, that 
thevJiavedono all in their power to baniOi 
fuch a right out of the world \ which, if once 
admitted, they have thought might endanger 
every eftabli(bmeot in it. 'Tis not dean Sher^ 
lock alone, but every writer in England againft 
didenters, who has ridiculed this right ; and 
sioft foreign proteHants, as well as papifls^ 

have 
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have treated every claimer of this right with 
the higheft reproaches, and fometimes wich the 
fevered penalties* 

*Tis true, we do not always lodge this righC 
tolely, or at all, ia the temporal powers, when 
we argue on this head ; but we coaftaptly and 
iiDiformly keep it out of the hands of private 
-men, when difputlog with fchHinatks: Nor 
have any been fo weak as to a(!ert this claim 
equally for all men, but in difpntes with the 
Ronun catholicks ; which was owing to not 
confideriiig the reformation aa the tSk& of 
power, rather than of the prevalence of truth. 
For however truth might then accidentaHy 
prevail, our concern fince has been rarher fbr 
the excellent eAabfifhi^tient of bifiiopricks, dea« 
series and other emolumenrs of .rhe church 
that rjemained to it, than for any of the doc- 
Vines determined to be true ar the reforipa* 
tion. Nor have we at amy time deviated frdm 
this regard; for tho' it is certain, thatmoft 
of the rfoflrines then fettled, we how difbe* 
lieve ; yet we have appeared, at all times, with 
great zeal againft every private innovator, who 
either would not implicitly fubfaibc our 
church's articles, and fubmit to her determina- 
tions } or who, after fuch fubfcription, has 
dared publickly to queflion their truth. This 

be- 
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behaviour of oars proceediogUQt fcomonrowo 
iipprobatioQ of the do£trin^ or dUUke to the 
priaciples avowed by fuch perfons we con^ 
demned ; bat from a fear left the laiegrlty q£ 
thofe perfons fliould lead them oq farther, aad 
thereby lay open the pales of the church, 1a 
fach a manner as to admit others to eojoy 1(» 
good things. And I doubt not but I could 
produce fuch mfiance& of our zeal on thefe 
occafions, as might fofHdently. deter otbeiiB 
from daring to fcruple of cQutradiA any deci* 
iioQ of the church. Nay,, if our bauds wcna 
not now tied up^ and the temporal pciwxxs dkt 
not refttfe their iieceflary aid, his lord(hip of 

Ban^ar^unglkt feci 1 ■ ' > » more iba» I fiiall 

lay at prcfent. 

Upon the whole, 'tis avHU&ftly ^bvbeab 
tb^l aU cAsd^Uibed cbuscjbes, the cefef med » 
wdt as iKwaoifts, have deaie4 thie rif^ of 
priiKOte. jjudgjOMnt to aA their m^mbecsL: Aasi 
if eni|ulce4 inxo, 'twill heftw^dr tkmmUk Ant 
all f]^iods aad cowella hawe deienBinBdait alt 
times againft tbc aHowence of Mb right ; and 
have cenfaredand eoodemoed ^ery man^ who 
has been koowii to make tife of it,, contrary to 
the judgment of any eAablifhed church : Na]v 
'twHl be found, l^pon examtoatlon^ that even 
maay of (bofe whc^b^ve contended for it, have 

have 
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•have after\rards given it up, and difclalmed if, 
•and fometimes have wrote and afled violentfy 
"^gainft it. So prevalent is the force of truife— 
or fomething dfe. 

^ I come nd\v to confider thc/acramenial teji j 
VVich was made for the farther fecuring our 
ecclefi&fttcal coiiftitution; when we had the aid 
'and afTidance of Chriit's commii&oDed officer^ 
the civil ilSagiftrate : And I douSt not bat his 
'lord(hip*s dccotint of that will be fojind equal?- 
ly repngti&nt tc^ ttuth^ ivith his account of the? 
Yefdfinatlod, 

' Ai td what 19 laid ftbout profiitutiag an ia« 
flUutioo of our blefTed Lord's ro a purpofe of 
tblt world, which wa» ordaioed foldy to u 
porpofe of another $ I thiokt rtvtrAii Sir^ it 
baalikewiie oo place in the prefeot debate : 
Kor if ithad, I cannot fee It will anfwer any 
purpofe of hli lord{hip*$ in that part of the 
argument I am about to refute. For admit* 
tiog fuch an aA of parliament as the tejl a^ is» 
to be a proftitution of a law of Chrift ; I be* 
Jieve his iordfhip will npt deny but the le- 
l^flators at that ^ime, might pafs fuch % 
Jaw: Nor can I fee that his lordfbrp \kx% 
proved they' could not enafi it for one of the 
€tntraij ends Dr^ Skrlcci has afligoed, nalcft 
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his lofdihip can prove, that legiflators have 
at .all times kaown the eod for which they- 
n^ake lavs \ and that ihcy have always feen the, 
laws tkey makeaafwer the ends they propofcd! 
by tliein. The contrary of which, I thiok,, 
his lordflijp has proved in the cafe of civil pe» 
naltles. Indeed I do not fay, it could be 
qjaded for a proof of a man's affeftion to our 
ecdefiaftical eftabliftment ; but if his lord(hip» 
^ill call it wtaknefi^ Til venture to fay they 
were weak enough to euaft it, in order tO' 
Jcccp ont <3(f offices aJJ-fuch who were not fo 
affirfied to our ecdefiaftical eftablifliment, as 
to prefer it to any other. * 

, The arguments his lordfliip has brought 
a^ainft fuch a proilitution of an appointment 
of Chrift to a different purpofe, I allow, might* 
have their weight with chrillians, as fuA. 
But, I beg his lordfliip toconfider us as fettled 
by ecclefiafKcal and temporal vicegerents of 
Chrift ; by laws of the land, in making of 
which the various tempers of mankind were 
ifiterefted ; tbo', as I have proved before, ex- 
tftly agreeable to your fchcme of Chrift *s 
fettlement: I fay, let "his lordfhip confider 
this, and 'twill entirely overthrow all his ar- 
guments ; and he will find that what ought 
firongly to affe£l chriftians as ibrijiians, can- 
sot. 
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not, by any ftmer of his lordftip's, at all in- 
jthicocc cftablilhed chui-ches. To be a chrif' 
tiaD> his lordfhlp Mrill find to be one tbiDg^ and 
ito be aineftiber of an ^nabli(hed chureb, ax)o« 
4her; aird fonietimcs, anotlxer very different 
StoxsL evea the jwffibility of being a chrifliaa. 

However uocbriftkKi therefore periecatioBi 
imay be in itfelf, yet when 'tis thought neceflary 
2>y M eftabK(bineDt for felf-defence ; or hov- 
.ever profane, the proftUDtidg an inJKtutiad 
^fteeflsed by aU cfarilHaos ^e moft fttred : 
Yet wbc0 Chrift's temporal ifeegerente iat 
-either or both of thefe necefSiry, for the felf*- 
defence, or pleafure, of his fpiritual viccgc- 
ttdtS'i they become commendable, and fit to 
be d^endcd by fuch great mtXk aS the worthy 
ilcan ^i Chkhejier* has (hewn himfelf through- 
out Hhe prefent controveffy. 

I cOofeff while I was writing the above, F 
tjras i^t fo fuUy fati&fied la your proof of the' 
comn^ffion Chrift has given to his fpiritual 
vicegerents, and temporal vicegerents, to make 
ntvy |aws fo feemiogly coatradiftory to hit 
own :^ But as I doubt not of yoqr capacity to 
makenthat appear, I (haU proqsed in juftifying 
whatever ihaU be done by fach commiffionerSf 

)r. SMock^ late biihop QfUnilMt. ' '" 

r/haU 
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f (hall next revtrend Sir^ coofidcr the necef • 
fity of cifHlp^naUies on aecooot of mere ditkr^ 
eoces in religion ^ wherebjr all men may fei^ , 
the unreafoBableoe& of repealing any law^ 
inrhich ena&s any tach peoaky ; I mea« the 
tinrealboableoefs at pre&ot of rejiealing thj^ 
mofipnal mijcbi/k m^s. 

'To pnirwc the neccifity of fiich pend lavr«, 
IiTced only xall them fetf-d^fencef (as the ju* 
dlcions Dr. Sherlock has done ;) and 'twill be 
/ufficieot. Every man has fo feeling a fenfe of 
felf-defence, that 'twill juftlfy the knockuig a 
•heretic or fchifmatic on the head, as eafily as 
Ac excluding him- from an office : And there- 
fore our diffenters, inftead of complaining of 
the moderate penalties now laid upon them, 
/honld thank God our apprehenfions of ftlf- 
diefence hare not made itneceflary to imprifoa 
or murder them. For what may'nt we fear ^ 
•from thofe^Wicked people, who will not fubmit 
to Chrifli'^ commiffioned vicegerents, if they 
ihould get power, and fancy themfelves vice- 
gerents too, and go on to fancy, that for their 
^clf- defence they might perfecute us, who' 
DNHild then neceffitrily diiTent from their new 
lavt^ becAofe vn «re fare we art now in the 

dght^ 
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The objcftion agaiiift force being a proper 
means of perfuafion, we readily admit. But 
then this objeftion Is fo far from condemning, 
that it approves onr praflice. For as our ' 
defign is felf defence, it muft be allowed it i« 
very likely to prevent pcrfaafiori ; and there- ' 
fore very iilcely to prevent any heretic's or ' 
fchifmatic's return to the church, who gene- 
rally are fond of truth and convifUon, and 
who, as I have obferved before, if in the church 
might ynake mad work. I oWa the cafe of 
thofe men may feem very hard to all who have ^ 
not a due regard to the felf-defence of the 
cjiurch ; but that duly confidercd will clear 
np all di/Hculties. For at the fame time that 
we (hut fchifmatics ont of the church, and 
puni(h them for their being fo, and ufe the 
mod probable means of Keeping them out ; 
we weigh what dangers might accrue to the 
church, and for her felf-defence pnly we thus 
punifli fuch malignants. 

*Tis to be prcfumed that a very reverend 
prelate had well pondered this fcheme of 
church-felf- defence, when, inftead of confent- 
ingtothe rep.eal of -any of her fecprities, he 
would have guarded her by new penalties, from 
(ufFering any of her members to innovate even 
in the mod fpeculative points* He doabtlefs 

well 
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well xoofldered how much the peace of tlie 
church depended upon curbing the unbounded 
ufe of rcafon ; and therefore gravely and wifcly- 
propofed to ftop all enquiry, thereby, to fecure 
her/ quiet jsmd repofe* 

la fhorU reverend 5/r,. all. penal ties, negathe 
or pojkive^ if ufed for the good of the church, 
are proper means, and fit to be ufed. By 
them we keep all the offices, and confequentlj 
all the incomes, of the church, in the hands of 
good churchmeo; 4hatis, of men who know 
bow to value them: Thereby we keep good 
churchmen in the Hate; that is, tfaofe in itj 
who augment rather than decreafe our power: 
And thereby, in way of felf-defence, all the 
blciHogs of this- world are equitably uken out 
of the hands of others, and fecured to thofe 
.of the church, 

I know this lall method of denying to others 
the fame rights with us churchmen, and whicb^ 
as you fay, is only a negative dlfiouragement^ 
has been ridiculed by our adverfaries as impo- 
litic ; and I have lately feen a paper, * (whofe 
continuance may prove fatal to the church; as 
ic. encourages what the church has always 
moll ^ykovixzgtdy free-thinking and free en* 

* The Free-thinker, Dec. 22, 17 18. 
VOL. lir. E quiryO 
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quiiy which has afllried this haffpfrficuticn 
to h^^hi beigU off$ll)\ and has pro?cd that If 
that be juflifiable, the inqyjitun k naore fo. 
To which I reply ;. that all pcrfecuiion, as C 
have .proved before, is allawed to be juilifiable, 
if thought neceffary for the felf-defence of the 
church. At prefent moderate penalties arc 
thought fufficicot ; « leaft m more can be 
obtained from the aiders and ajjjfters^ the civH 
powers : But if we (hould fee danger encreafc, 
(and our enemies cannot deny but we fee 
danger, at leaft as foon as it appears,) th^ 
clergy ar£ a watch&il guard, and would foon 
give the alarm; and, if they had intereft e- 
liough with the magiftrate, would not fail te 
augment th^ir fecurities, and carry on their 
felf-defeoce, till they ftiould not be u.pbraidci 
with doing things by halves. 

To prove this, I need but mention the con- 
duft of a vigilant churchman even while our 
Sion fits m tears, and power is kept too much' 
out of our hands. No fooner did he hear of 
thefprcading of latitudinirianifro, by condema- 
ihg the abufe ofconfejfims of faith ; but he piib- 
liftics a letter^ to .prohibit the author preach- 
ing in any of the i^r^^A pulpits : He has 

♦ See this letttr in Mr. Re^^z account of French 
pcrfecutitn , a^psnaix. 

not 
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"ootrecourfe to the hw method of reafoo ani 
Arguiaenti b»l exerts authority, and gains, 
the heretic. And we have feen, but a fevr 
-days ficce, the fame great man's care for ^ur 
mtft bAy faith ^ and for the pgac^and quut of the 
churchy in a circular later to his incumimts : 
Which being writ with fingular perspicuity, i 
refer the reader to it. 

So that thoie who tofolt our leoityt may fee 
ifirom h^nce, aad other ii^anccs I might brings 
that, if we had fdlictent authority, they miglK 
^ have lefs reafon to faeer at our forbearance. 
The difobedieiit of every kind would dien fed 
4he full force of fclf-dcfence 5 and be taught 
more modefty tha<& to think differently from 
what is eftabliflied. For thotig^ /Tiir^opinions 
can never h^ hurtful ta themfelves to any fo- 
cieiy; yet in the church tbeyotre equally pa- 
nifliable with the vileft praSices ; as they 
betray an oppofition ia the judgment to the^ 
determined fenfe of the church, and thereby 
•brtng her autLerity into qucftion ; which, next 
<her wealthy is the great thing to be contended 
for. 

I 

You feCt reverend 5/r, the many reafons 

there are to continue the laws now in force 

agaiaft difleaters ; How neceflac y they are for 

£ 2 the 
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the fclf- defence and fccurity of all that's val«<* 
able in the church ; and the imminent dangers 
it would be expofed to^ if chefe laws were 
repealed. DifTenters would then be thought 
as honeft as churchmen, and ^s capable of 
places of profit and truA ; and thereby a li- 
berty be given to all men to think difFerently 
from the judgment of our eccleTiaflical confti- 
tution, without their fear of lofing any thing by 
ft } and how many doQrines and praAices of 
our church may then be departed from^ let 
every true churchman think of ^ith horror. 

We believed indeed, that the old fubftantid 
reafon that it is not now the timty would have 
prevented even the attempt of a repeal ; but 
feeing that has not had its ufuaL weight, but 
the bill is gone through one houfe, I have 
thought it neceflary to urge all the other ar- 
guments that can be urged to hinder its fuc- 
cefsin the houfe of commons; and I doubt 
not of your thanks and the thanks of all 
fiaunchxbiirchmeni fuitable tomy fervice, * 

Perhaps that part of my letter about the 
Jacramental teft jnay be thought needlefs, as 
the claufe was reje£led in the upper houfe, 
which related to it : But though nothing 
fhould be attempted ftftrther in its repeal, I 

thought 
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thought proper to prefs the arguments on its 
fide, ae far as I could, that all perfoDS may fee 
how well the topic of fclf- defence will bear 
out any eftabiiAied church, in whatever it (liall 
do for that end^ 

i 
. But let usfuppofe, that other reafons fliotild 

prevail with, feme. in the houfe of commons, 
and that not only the claufe relating to the 
facramentaltfjiy but even another claufe of the 
imoft extenfive nature, fhould be admitted 
into the bill ; whai dreadful outcries might 
we not raife ! That you may the better judgp 
of what I mean, I fhall infert the claulc as 'tis 
banded about in print. 

■^« XT THE RE AS in a late aft mad'e 
« y/\ prinio Gul, 8c Ma^ for exempting 
<< their majeftles proteftant difTenting fubjefls 
** from feveral penalties, l£c. there are feveral 
*« reftridlionB and limitations, whereby divers 
<< of his majefties peaceable and good fubjefts 
,<< are left uncapable of the benefit of the faid 
«« exemption : Therefore for the cafe and 
*< quieting the minds of all fuch his majefty's 
•< good proteftant fubjefls, be it enafted, l^c. 
« that every oncwho Ihall, inftead of the feveral 
** fubfcriptions and declarations therein re- 
V^ (joired, declare and fubfcribe his unfeigned 
£3 *• affcnt 
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*' affent to, aad bclicFof, the holy cbrifiienr 
^^ religion, as contained in the fcriptures of 
•* the tfA/and ff/wteftament, and of the creed^ 
•* commonly called the apcflUi cned^ and (hall 
^^ al/b take the oath, ^€* and make-the dccla* 
*' raiioti againft popery, in the faid aft rcquir- 
•* ed i (hall liave the full benefit of all the fa''d 
^* exemptioDs by that afl: intended, in the fame 
**" manner as if he had performed all the con* 

** dition-s and qualifications by that aft hitber- 
'^ (o required ; any thing in the faid aft or irt 
*' any other afts to the contfary in any wife 
*• notwithftanding, 

Yotr cannot but fee to what a dreadful ftate 
we mail be reduced, (hould/uch claufea^obtain. 
Tb« church would, by the repeal of the uji^ 
be left much oiore vegoarded, than by the 
reptal of the ^i^Jkn0lzxAfchtfm afts \ becaub 
many of the fcbiftnatics, having too much 
fofwhffi confcie»€e, will flill be kept out if the 
latter ctblaios, rather than proflttute an infli* 
tQcioi» of Chrid'a to the purpofes we have 
appointed '. But by the removal of the ///?, 
and ihe admiflioq of the otbir ciaufe, our 
church will be fo laid open, that chrijlianit^ 
alooe will be made the teft. There will thea 
be an end of the power tXJome oTer the con- 
fciencei^ of oAiri ; and men wilt be led to forn% 
ihtir judgments, ottly by the laws of the gof« 
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pel, and rhe fnotircs of attoihcr vw>rld. If fcich 
pcrnkioos danfes (fcoold be eaaftcd, the dif* 
tarbcrs <rf rh« ehiircli's r^pdfe would baw bo 
^Xhtt reftramr, bat the precepn of chnniiinky; 
and all Mtformity in fentimeat would be ab)- 
Hflicd, b«t what arifcs from trmtb^ and zjmc<re 
cnqdiry after it. By tbefe and a few fm:h 
■leansy chrtflianity woaid be reduced to the 
totiditioa^ in which Chrift left it ; and all the 
Maoy, and frequently coatrary, deciflons of 
the charcb in aU ages gtven^if^ to the aoerrjpg 
decifio&s^ of Ciif ift, of which then every maa 
wiH be allowed to judge for htmfelf, and not 
the church for him. €hiift*s fpiiitaai vice« 
gerenf 9 ffiuA then faboMt to Chrtft ; and his 
temporal vicegerents would then no longer aid 
aod affift them id potting their new Uws ia 
cxectt^a. In tMrt, there wodd then be an 
<iid of yoorfHMona fcheoae of vioegerentd. 

Let the fiielancholly eon/ideration of thefe 
things, bring you, nverend doSior^ fron^ your 
feat at Eaton \ and make you fafpend your ar- 
' doas application to the cla/pis for a while, to 
attend the finking canfe of the church. I 
night alarm you and others on this occaiioa, 
in your own pathetic manner, awake, ye 
Snaffs! ye Shnloch / ye Carom! ye ft 
uUra's of the c0mTmitm ! Are ye all ailecp 
£ 4 when 
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wbeo your honour and your darling fchemr 
of' chttfch^poiver is at (lake ? Is there none of 
your fraternity that have capacity^ kifure ot 
indinatiem for this neceflary work ? For ihamet ' 
let us not Tit Aill ; but let all tongues and all 
pens be employed in the honed purpofe of 
fdf deftnti \ We knovr all' things are lawful, if 
expedient for the welfare of the church : Let 
fome of US' therefore caft calumnies on the 
great author of this mifchief, that enemy of 
oiir power, and aflerter of the liberties of man- 
kind: Let us endeavour to make him appear 
folemniy perjured ; as injuring the chara£ter of 
our Lord and Saviour ; and as deftroying.all 
the common notions of right and wrong, if 
they h.ippen to ftand in the way; or elfc let 
2IS exhibit him* to the populace, as- a whining, 
complaining, low and tedious writer, fit only 
to make women and children weep ^ or elfe as 
artful cunning and prevaricating ; and all thiSf 
only in order to advance his ovm worldly ia* 
tereft and advantage. 

Let us not be weary in well-doing ; btit let ' 
us go on clamouring for the church, and re- 
proaching all we dlflike as enemies to it. Let 
us talk loudly of fecret defigns among the dif- 
fenters ; reprefent them all as fchifmatics 5 and 
all fchifmatics in a Aate of damnation % and 

thca 
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then when we have fliu( them oot of God*s 
favour, 'twill not be difficult to make theoi 
hated by men. 

Above all, let the pulpits ring, on the great 
aDoiverfary of this month, of the mifchief 
perpetrated 10 the times of coafufion i let us 
charge it all on the diflenters, and on any part 
of them tjiat we would have appear moft odi« 
ous ; and let us charge it upon them, not as 
accidentally done by them, or as provoked ta 
it by any ill ufage ; but as aecelTarily flowing: 
•from their principles ; which wecaopotthea 
render too monftrous: Charge them as hating 
.all government j aa enemies to all chriAians* 
but thofe of their own party; but efpecially 
charge them with an hereditary averiion to. 
every individual of the church of England* 

By tbefe and the like means the populace- 
may be wrought up to madnefs ; and we 
know what eiFe£ls their madnefs produced 
in the late phus queen's time, the great temr- 
poral vicegerent of Chrift ; and what deva- 
' flations followed all over the kingdoms ; 

* till at laft ihe was fo enlightened as to part 
with her miniftry. But of that I need fay no 

• more; it being frc(h in every one's memory. 
. Let us coflEifort and encourage ourfelves in 
.... E 5 the 
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the ufe of the fame means ; and tboBgh znf 
bill (houtd now pafe prejjttdieial to our ambK> 
tious hopes, we know not what changes we 
may be able to efft A : At leaft if we are nob 
ftbie to work tipon rhe inflexible temper of 
the prefent temporal ▼tcegerenr, we fliall hf 
thefe goJfy methods have the pleaftu^ of em« 
iarraffiag and flerplei^mg his atfah-5, aa wc did 
thofe of his pfedeceflbr tan^Jfl/tiam%, 

., Yoa fee, revirendSir^ I h*re done ail that 
taa be exp eAed from a country enrait ; I have 
. idefended*, upon yoor prtuctfrf^ the (Kvine 
ttithor;ty of our eflablH&ed cbofeb, as feftledt 
by Chrift's coramifionec^ tile cin^ nogiftrate^ 
m aitl and afSfiaiice of his (piritval vke- 
gerents, the clergy. I have mfefced the tte^ 
ceflity of ftibmiflk)& to (ii^tr vkegereata upom 
the fame principles 3 and have (hewn that thefe 
commiiEofter» of Chrtft may make nfe of any 
meanly howerer unchriAiaov or isipropert ao" 
iscnrc fbch eftablHbmeni} aad may tnffift 
what pei^alttes they pfeafe on att diileatei» 
frott it, efpectaily rf t^hay apprakcocl it aeotf- 
fery for their felf-defeoce : To flirangtlica tbi» 
argument, I have fliewh k to be the piadtice 
ef all chjif cbes, the reforated aa well as po^ 
ptOi, wbaaever ^ey have aa any time thought 
it proper ior titeif felf dafaoce: AoA baae^ 
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Iaftly» added what advice I think proper to be 
lakea ia the prefeat juoSture, drawa frooi* 
tny obrervatix)ns OQ the practice of all tru§- 
churchmeo. 

I have only to reqaeft of you and our bre- 
thren of infinence, in retora for thefe my la.- 
bourSf that, for rhe beneBt of my bookfelier^ 
you would recommend this fmall trad to all 
youDg dergymen and others, who preach 
cbatj^-Jermom fo the city i)f London and parts 
adiaceoty as containing proper hints for fuch 
compofares. Which will not only forward 
that laudMe defign s but will much oblige 

RiViTind SIR^ 

Tour humbli firvantp 

Jan. 3, 1718 9* R* -^ 
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LETTER 

. To a Friend m Lancajhihr 

Cccafiooed by a Report^ concerning In^ 
junSicns and PrcblhUm^ by jfutB^ 
riiyi &^»* 



SIK, 

YOVK hji Utter expfreflcdr % nrochp. 
greater esvarn^ than I have cTcr dif* 
coirercd m yiniroQ any otber accoonn. 
Yott tett me, that yo» have affisnmees h-otzD 
'many iayovr parts^ whoic iateUigcoce irvefy' 
good^ that there is eertaiiiiy a deligB oo foot,, 
amongft the fM;f nvwrendfaihers of our churchy 
to procure from the eivU aubvrilff^ fuch diuai^ 
msy inprn^Ms, or probiU^0»yki may effedaal- 
ly put a flop to tbe ^citf/zi^/wbicb have beea 
of Tate rcf ived coacei aifig ibe doSfrim of the 

•That tfaif traft was written by bifhop HoadTy^ 
the judlcioiu will fbe from tbe ilyle, and manner of 
poiniiBg, peculiar to tbe biihop: and f add> |)r« 
Mh. ^ ikdactd biftop /ta^^ to be tfao author^ 
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trinity. Upoff which, you expoftulate witb 
* Jin unufual warmth : You declare the prou^ 
JIant cauje^ (confidered as diftinfl: from the 
pppijb^) to be left deflitute of all fupport ; and 
you conclude, at kft, TeUit not in Gatb^ fut^ 
I'ljh it not in tbejirats of Afcalon^ 

I do not at stll \^bnd'er, that y6u abound 
.in thofe parts with all fuch reports znAJioritSj 
as carry any reflexloo along with them upoa 
the proteftant caufe. You are th'cre^ perfeflly 
furrounded wit^i thofe^ whofe bniiflcfs it is ta 
invent, propagate, and improve, every thing of 
that fort : As we have multitudes about this 
gnat eityi to help forward the fame work ;.and 
to diftra^l the miuds of men from feeing or 
. improving the prefent glorious view of public 
happiaefs, which God hath wonderfully placed 
before our eyes. Nor do I wonder that you, . 
being perfuaded of the truth of the report^ 
fhould grow warm, wiihin ^t the uneafy 
thought of fuch a procedure ; becaufc I know 
you to be a follower of CArj/?, and net of any* 
ma^er upon eatth\ and a proteftant entirely 
upon that avowed principle of protejlantifiny 
viz. that all men have a right to con/u/t the 
Scriptures, oi the rule of thir own faith and 
pra^ice : Which I have heard you often affirm 
they cannot be^ unlefs a perfo£i hberty be left for 
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Abating their true fenfe, in all poialSy and at 
all times equall;. 

But you will excufe me, iT I do not exprefs 
the fame warmtli of concern, upon the fame 
occafion 5 when I tell you that I am fo far from 
believing the truth of the nport, that I cantfot 
help being confident that it is one of thofe nu- 
merous inventions^ with which our ppijh ad^ 
verfariis ate continually at this time loading 
cur cavfe^ and keeping up the fpirits of all in 
their interejl : which, I muft tell you, would 
not be at the heighth they now are at, with- 
out the greated art and management. 

Can I poffibly admit it into my thoughts, 
that my lords the bijhopsi than whom no men> 
.!|ipon that bencb^ fince the reformation^ ever 
more thoroughly underflood the caufe of reli* 
gi$n } Of firenuoufly oppofed every degree of 
fepsry and antichrijlianifm : Can I .ever believe 
that perfons of fuch underftanding, and fuch 
integrity, can poffibly be embark'd in fuch a 
defjgn, which mult in efFefl dcftroy the weight 
of all their own arguments againft the church of 
Rome I and not only weaken,^but root up the 
foundation of the reformation itfelf ? Far be it 
from me, to entertain even the fufpicion of it. 
Their hrdjhips under ftand xht grounds oi pro- 
teftantifm toowcU, to think of fuch methods. 

• • And 
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And the undeniable evidence of fuch argununfr^ 
» we have often di(courfed over, is too clear 
to themyl verily believe, ever to permit them 
to attempt the remedy of any imagmed evil* 
confequsncis^ at the expence of the ckri/iiam 
caufe itielf* 

If, when we write againft xhtpapijlij h Be 
true, that points^ iho' fettled by all ecclefiafthaV 
authorUj^ may and ought to be freely difcufled 
and debated : (hall it not be true, when vci 
ourfelves are concerned } 

If we are gfad, {ii ill our debates with ihmr^ 
to fly to ihe Scrlpturts ; and ta declare tbtm xor 
be Ihe rtili dl faith : Shalt we not permit that 
tilirty to all others ; which wt can only claim, 
as it is the ccmmtn right of ail chrijiianx^ «k1 
ikoc a$ any thing appropriated to onrfehea. It 

ff the %triprvns be the tnh of mj faith^ 
tntited !iiiu fiDt m wor di onfy : How can it be 
Ibt if I be not to ^ndgt for my&lf, what is in if^ 
and what is not ? For, if the dtterminatiMs of 
others, are to bind me up, or tie toe down, to 
fuch a particular interpretotion^^ then, if is not 
the Scriptun^ which is the rule of mj faith ^ 
bat thofe dtUrtmnaticm of others. 

U 
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If the Scripfurt be the rule of frntb^ and 
-ttpon this very account, &ft tf^p^^/ toaftaotly^ 
to be made to it : RW can this be dockey ^ 
Abates aod enquvia are fttpprefled ? 

If.it be the r^/i/ offaitb^ \t muft be fo equal- 
ly in all points. If not in all points ; then lEk 
ff^ polar. And, if in ^//; how can any one or 
more points be excepted, without gjiing u{> 
the whole ? or declaring, that it (hall be oui^ 
rult or not our rule^ as %vt think £t ? 

If we be not infallliU m alt things ; we are* 
not infaUiHi in any one. And fo reciprocally^ 
if in any 0ne\ then are we equally infallible ia^ 
47//. Bat infallibility is laughed out of counte* 
naftce, in all oar difpntea with the RmMtJln 
H01V ts iipoffible theo^ to exc^fil 99; ow 
artickf or ^'ii/» Qttt of the Bomber ; wttbont 
recarrtog to that mfa]l£biK«yi vrhich we (a 
jadij explode? caa It poffiUy be aHirined^ 
that, tho* we are not tefalllbk hi «tf our de- 
cifioQSf yet in iiis we are: add therefore 
ordtio, that 00 farther Ught, cao^ or fhally 
break in upoo us ? 

If we be not infallible^ we may err. If we may 
err I we may err ia aU poiais, equally. If in &tt 

puim^i. 
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point ; then io any one particalar point. And* 
ib, if we allow debates, and enquiries, ki any ; 
there is no remedy : We are obliged^ ki eon- 
Science, to allow thefti hi alh 

If the whole profefant caufe be (o entirely 
built upon this, that it would never have Aib- 
filled in the world, but by calling all private 
perfons to tfie Scriptures themfelves ; and' pcr- 
fuading them to labour after a right under- 
i^anding of them: How can this fame caufe 
poffibly be defended, without the fame allow- 
ance in tf// cafes equally, of an appeal to them, 
about the true meaning of the. fame Scriptures i 
Or, was that wethcd only a fort ol fcoffoUifig in 
religion \ to i)e pulled down again, as foon as 
'^^fubtic was eredlcd to our mind^ 

If the Scripture be the ruli o( faith^ in M 

things s then, all cbrifiians have a right to 

eonfult and debate about the true meaning of 

this ruky in any particular poiiit. And, if fo ; 

(hen, what is it to except ^»y particular point 

out of the number ; and to declare that, about 

thisj there fliall be no farther debates^ but all 

,ftaU acquiefce in the fetiJed interpretation of the 

• texts ih2Li relate to it: What, is this, I fay, 

but to fay that the Scripture is not the rule of 

faith to private perfons in this particular 

point? 

If 
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Ifit be cooAaDtlyobjedled agalaft the Ro* 

fffianifls, as ihe^reateft ewl, that they ftiut up 

dhe Sctiptura from their people ^ and only difh 

out to them fuch do^rlnei as ihjemfelvcs pleafe : 

]^ow (hall we ever be able to object this again; 

or to infift upoa the ^t^ickednefs of it; if we 

pqrfelves, as to this one point, do the very 

Jaijie ? I fay, the very fame. For, what is it to 

fapprefs ^11 debqtes ^bout the true meaning of 

the iexiSf relating. to ope artUle-, but, in truth, 

Xojbut up thofe particular texts, as efFeAuallyy 

.as if th^y were not in being ? And what is it 

to yi&tf/ z/^ any particular texts, but to declare 

jn effeft that we have a right to .fhpt up all^ 

jvheaever we fee fit ? 



When texts of Scripture arc in words pro- 
,pofed to us, with fuch a particular interpreta- 
tion af&xed to tfieni ; and fuch a particular 
//^^r/«<deduced from them ; and no allowance 
for Jetates about theip : Can they be faid, any 
more properly^ to be texts of Scripture for our 
ufe ; than if thefe interpretations , or do^rines^ 
v^ere given out to us, without themf And, do 
not the words of Scripture^ in this method^ 
-become only ^forrn^ for deoiticy .and ceremony 
(akc^ 

If 
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Kthcpapt/fs decree you fliall not dtb^ 
the meaning of ^hofe words, this is my b.dy % 
but take them according to ihc deferminailo-t 
of their churchy to fignlfy a change into Chriji^s 
natural body^ without any farther erquirUs^ 
trad \\it protejiants declare this to be umbriJI'mn 
and unwatranfalle : With what grace can they 
themfelvcs afterwards decree, that tho* this be 
io unchriftian, in this point, or any other that 
•we ourfelves do not admit ; yet, in the d-^Sfrine 
of the trinity^ it is very juft, and right, and 
very chriAian, to ordain, that no one (hall 
difputeabout any particular text relating to 
.ihis\ cither, ^whether it be found in any manu^ 
firfpt; or, fuppofing it genuine, what is the 
true meaning of it ? Let the things be placed 
•together in the /ight of comparifon ; And then, 
4ct the diffeunct of procedure be fonnd oat, if 
<poflible > 

Is it truths or faljhood, we defire to preferve? 
If it be truth \ it ftands not in need of fuch 
.methods, lifJJbood^ it ought not to be takea 
care of. 

Is it truths or falfiood^ we delire to guard 
againft ? Iffaljheod; this methsd is rather likely 
to make jt pafs for. /r«/i&^ when it is not per*- 
roitted to (hew itfelf. If truth ; then we 
are felf-condemncd. Or rather, remove all 

debates ; 
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S bates \ and truth 2LVii faljtood^ are ooly (o 
iOidiViy f)llab!es put together, fignifying no more 
<han efiablljhedy iiad nU cfiab'ijhid. 

If it be faidf that it is reafonable to fuppofe 
Juch points .weii fettled after fo many years 
j>oflei{ioo .; the papijis muft have the advantage, 
in this argument ; who have h much greater 
kngtb of timey lo juftify their moft abfurd 
4enets : befides that they muft be no\y, true or 
. falfey jttft what they were at the beginning of 
^ 4he reformatiwy when they were fettled : un- 
I lefs iitne can alter thofe two properties; or turo 
fallilU men into infallible. It is allowed 
I 'that no one interpretation of any text^ or doc- 
trine drawn from it, can be fntled i fallibly. 
And therefore, whatever it be, it may be falfe; 
and therefore, it is ahva.ys certain, it may and 
ought to be examined. Efpeclally, this muft 
I hold good in ^11 /^m/i of a ^/V^ and extraordi- 
' nary nature, fettled all at once, before there 
.could be opportunity for exa£l and difTufivi; 
^enquiries. 

Is it all at laft to berefolved into^^<7r^, and 
I (fuUtf Thisremoves /rttrt orfal/hooi^ out of 
the queftion. And, if this be a good argument 
for civil difimragemintSy and prohibitions ; then 
blcflcd be the i^'qwjitiorty which moft efFeftually 
keeps all things quiet: and blefled be that 

Jlufidity 
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^upiJlty. and ignorance^'which flouriOieth under 
futh difciplioe. Let us recall theft into the 
world : and all will be as filent» as difolation 
iUelf. But, iudeed, we know how to give a 

fubjlantial anjwer to Uiis, when the papifii urge 
this. "Wje can reply to thimy " This is a falfc 
*^ notion of the fioct of the church: which 
^^ coofifts not in the unity of prcfeffion^ but the 
^' umty of qffi^ion. God requires of ys, to 
^' fearch into his truths : and we are to be. 
*^ judged at Jaft, by our own judgments. We 
*< have a right to be borne with, in our diffe- 
*« renccs of opinion from one another. For 
•* the event ; we leave it to God, But we 
<< think nothing cgn preferve a true peace^ but 
<< the fi/Icwance of mutual debates ; and the 
'* exercifg of mutual forbearance.. This ends ia 
** charity. The other method^ befides the 
*• making truth zxxd faljhoody and all religions^ 
•* equal, promotes peace only by promoting 
'^ ignorance \ and confults quiet^ at befV, no 
" dtherwife, than as the deAroying all civi,l 
•* liberty^ prevents tumults. The remedy^ be- 
** fides tlitfcandal to religion^ is worfe than 
<^ the defeafe. Nay, it is but a partial unequal 
•* rtmedy. It could not prevent the reformat 
*• //V«, (which was a terrible breach of th^ 
•* peace of the churchy in the RomaniJIs opi* 
<« nion j) nor many other leflcr efforts.. I4. 

*• falls 
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^ falls hard upon none, but fuch honeft fouls 
'< as will ft ill dare to fpeak what they thiok 
** truth and right. But it is a glorious advan- 
*< tage to all, who are more concerned about 
•^ prefirments^ than about true religim.*^ 

This, and much more, can we fay, wKen 
thepapi^s preclude us from all religious debates^ 
under the poor pretence of peace and quiet. 
Let us apply this to ourfelves, in God^s name : 
or, let us give up our caufe : which muft have 
funl^ in its very infancy, if this argument had 
been good in itfelf i or thought good by us. 

How much more might be added ? And, 
can you poilibly imagine, that my lords the 
biJhopSi who have the cleared view of what is 
of importance to the proiejiant caufi\ and, 
what is more, who are truly chriftiansy not to 
be moved to promote truth itfelf by any me- 
thod, which Cbrijl himfelf never pointed out 
to them : Can jou poffibly think, that fuch 
men i prote/larttSi and chri/lians^ with that 
venerable good man at their head, whofe life 
hath been worn away by his unwearied zeal 
for the protejlant caufe \ will ever confent, 
either to give to popery^ in any one point, a 
freOi ftrength, by inculcating an impUcite faithi 
or to recede one ftep from the fpirit of that 
VOL. III. F go/pel^ 
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go/pely by which they firmly expeft to be 
judged. ' 

No, my friend, I hope better things: I be- 
lieve better things: I am confident of better 
things. My lords the b;/bops are as fenfible^as 
any men living, 

*«That iht proteflant caufe muft fufFer ex- 
" ceedingly in the world ; when it is fiill ob- 
** ferved that their main and boajied principle^ 
^^ is maintained and celebrated by them, only 
** when they are writing agalnft popers^ 5 but 
" upon any other occafion, is utterly forfakea 
«* and forgot by themfelves. They know per- 
*< feftly well, 

•' That if we be not infallible, we zre/all'blei 

•' That if we h^falHbky we are fallible ia 
*' all points ; 

" That if we be fallible in fl/ZprfntSj we 
•' canhot poflibly claim an indfputable nuihg^ 
** rity in any j 

*« That if the Scripture be the rultxA faith \ 
** It mud be fo, in all points, at all times, to 
'* all perfons, equally. 

« That 
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^* That if it be fo; it muft lie open equally, 
*< at all times, to oil perfoas, ' to be enquired 
*^ into in all points. 

•* That, \t debates be not allowed in any 
^* one, or more, particnlar points^ about the 
^' fight/in/i of it I it is in th^ points^/kut upy 
^< as an inacceflible arcanum* 

•^ That no anfwcr can be given to the /tf- 
** piA^ji by thofc, who, in any inftances, or any 
** degree, deny that to others, which they 
** ihemfelvcs claim from tbem^ as the common 
«* right of chrifiians. . 

*• That any fort of iniifputabh auihcrity, 
** call it what you pleafe, is the fame, in cifeft, 
** with abfolute infallibiUty ; and every degree 
** oi/ubmiffion to it, as fuch^ is the very fame . 
** with implicite faiih zaA fubje^iin. 

•* Thatthe peact of the churchy in any good 
•* fenfe, can never come in competition with' 
*• the common right of CriftianSi or their Uber^ 
•* ty of debating points of religion: But, in a 
** true fenfe, is then a"t its heighth, and in its 
** glory, when mutual forbearance flouriftieth 5 
" and not, when a profound fiUnu is cfta- 
•« bli(hed. 

F* .?*That 
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« That all partUsy and all ptrfins^ fee and 
<* own this to be the truth of Gody when they 
** themfelves are under moft ; And therefore, 
<* that they mwft acknowledge it to be fo> 
«* when they are uppermoJI. 

*« That religion^ and every thing rciatiog ta 
«* it, is a matter of <hfiic4 j and not xA force. , 

«« That the reformation was wholly fbundcd 
** upon our common right to debate abont the 
** yi^ of Scripture* 

« That the chriftian religion can approve 
•« of no method of propagating trtdb^ coi>- 
•« trary to this." 

Thefe things, I fay, are perfeftly well 
known to my lords the bijhops. And that is 
enough to aflure you, that your neighbours 
the papijls have no reafon to infult you, upoa 
what you will, I truft, find to be a cahmny 
raifed^and propagated, by their own friends. 

Believe me, their lordjhips have good fenfc, 
learning, integrity, zeal for the honour of 
chriAianity, as well as the proteflant caufe, in 
a moft defirable degree. They are chrijiians ; . 
they are prote/lants\ they are Britons i they 

are 
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arc the fupporters of true liberty : Which is 
but a word mje/ii'ii the chief and moft defi- 
rable liberty of a reafonable creature, be either 
taicen away, or broken in upon. And, there- 
fore, I fay^ depend upon it, it is not conceiv- 
able that men of fuch charaSfers, can efpoufe 
a defign, of which I will fay no more than I 
hare already iaid. 



lantf 

Teur mtfi/tneife friend^ 

end bumble ferfHinu 
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TRUE CHURCHMAN'S 

R E A S ON S 

For Repealing the 

Corporation and Teft-Ads, 

Ai they now Hand a nece/Tary Qsalificatioo for 

Civil and Military. Off ices. 

. With an humble 

PROPOSAL 

FOR MAKING 

A proper Teft in the room thereof, 
la a Letter to a Member of Parliameot. 

Fird printed in the Year ij^t. 
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TRUE CHURCHMAN'S 

REASONS 

For Repealing the 

Corporation and Teft-A<fls, &c.* 

SIR, 

IN compliance with your rcqucft in your$ 
of the ijth inftant, I have under- 
written given you my deliberate thoughts 
on our brethren the proteftant diiTenters, 
who, you tell me, are endeavouring tiow to 
obtain a repeal of the a£ts above-mentioned, 
which I ihall give you with the utmoft plain- 
nefs^ freedom, and Sincerity, and as fully as 
my other affairs and this (hort letter will allow 
me to do it i and as one that confiders, and 

♦ Dr. Hoadiy^ when biftiop of Sali/hury^ gave 
the manufcript of this tfa£l to Dt, A<vetyy with 
hrs leave to piMiih or fepprefs \u as the dodor 
thought fit. The ftile ihews the biihop to be the 
author* 

F 5 ought 



} 
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oaght to remember, that my advanced age 
* will fooa bring me to give an account (among 
all my other actions) for what I now fay to 
yotty and that before the moft righteous 
Judge of the world. 

I need not fpend a great deal of time to 
remind you of the narrow views of thofe who 
got thofe SL&s pafs*d, nor of the dreadful 
confequences of the vile profanation of the 
higheft and ihoft facred inflitution of the only 
Son of God, and the only innocent Son of 
Man ; who commanded, that till he comes to 
judge the world, it fliould be done (not as a 
qualification for 9 civil or military office) but 
in remembrance of him, and of what he did 
and fufTered for us : in which folemn remem*> 
brance Is neceflarily implied, and required of 
us, the ftrongell love, the greateft gratitude, 
2nd the mod exafl obedience to our glorious 
Redeemer, and to all his commands, that we 
arc capable of. Now, my friend, can you 
fjppofe that our great Lord and Saviour ever 
intended that this high and moft folemn feaft 
with hlmfelf, fhould be laid in common to 
his declared enemies, as well as to his pro- 
fcfTed friends. 

You tell roe Ju^ias^ that betrayed him, was 
one who received the facrament with the 

other 
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ether eleveD, which eleven were our Lord's 
profefs'd and real friends : I anfwer, I grant 
you that, and more, even that 'Judas at tHe 
fame time was known by our Lord, (who, as 
he was God, knew all things) to be his 
enemy. Bat it is plain, by the folicitous 
examination that the difciples ma'de of them- 
felves, upoQ our Lord's aflfuring them,. that 
one of them would betray him ; that 'judos 
Jfcariot was a profefled lover of his Lor$], 
whom he knew, by his aflonifiiing miracles, 
by his holy life, and heavenly doflrines, was 
God and Man, and, in that capacity, came to 
pay a moft perfeA obedience for us to the 
laws of heaven, which the firft Adam^ and all 
his race then in him, had rebellioufly broken ; 
and to lay down his life for all that ever had, 
did then, or (houid thereafter believe on, 
and accept of him, as their. liege lord and 
fovereign. In all probability, .if Juda$'% vil-, 
lainy and bypocrify had been known to the 
eleven, (as it certainly, was ro our Lord) 
Pitir and the reft woqkl have endeavoured to 
have defeated his intention of betraying him: 
but then how would that prophefy of him be 
fulfilled, that his own profefTed and familiar 
friend fliould lift up his heel againft him? 
And how could his being betrayed by a pro- 
fefled friend be fuch a part dF his humili- 
f 6 ation 
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atloQ for us, as ^as before- hand told trs was 
to be a mark of bis being the true Meffiah ? 
Who, thoagh his heel was to be bruifed by 
the old ferpent, yet was he to break the 
devil's head or power, and fo glorioufly and 
triumphantly to deliverj'by his life and death, 
all that believe on him, and accept of him as 
^ their king, put of Satan's kingdom, and to 
reftore them to the favour of God, and put 
them into a much happier and fecuirr ftate 
for ever, than they would have been, if their 
firft father and common reprefentative had 
' never joined with the apoftate angels in re- 
belling agatnft heaven* Though I do not 
believe that infinite wifdom, power, and 
goodnefs, could ever be at a lofs to find out 
a way to fave a rebellious world, (with a falvo 
to his own jnflice, which had declared, that 
man (hould die if he rebelled) yet fince the 
ofiended majefty of heaven thought fit to take 
this method, and to accept of an equivalent, 
that he might honpurably fave us, I cannot 
help believing that it was the beft way that 
even infinite and united wifdom, power, and 
goodnefs, could contrive, moft expreffive of 
his love to his enemies, who had once borne 
the ima^e of their maker, and the moft likdy 
method to turn our fixed enmity o.f God into 
love, admiration, ^d gratitudet The Al- 
mighty 
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mighty biinfeif feems to fpeak thos Mrhea he 

fays, JFbat tould I have done more than I have 

done f Bat did any of the apoftles of our Lord 

ever encourage or force openly jprofanc* 

fweafert, drunkards, whoremongers, lyars, 

covetous perfons, (or idolaters) and the like, 

to partake of the facrament of the lord's 

fupper. Are not all fucb declared to be 

children of the devil ? Do not fach as are 

thus openly wicked carry the mark of the 

devil in their foreheads f And did ever Chrift, 

or his apoiUes, make the table of the Lord 

the table of devils \ Pid the greateft king 

that ever was on earth, the king of kings, 

ever make a law, that if 'Judai would nbt 

partake with him of that his fupper, he (hould 

no longer hold his office of treafurer ? No ! 

far from it; even Judas^s then eating and 

drinking with our Lord and his difciples, 

were {in him) voluntary actions, though 

forefeen by the God that made him, and 

whom he betrayed: and having no TeftaJl 

to extenuate his crime, his wickednefs was 

the greater, in betraying his very beft friend 

with a kifs^ for he made the fame profelEon 

of love", gratitude, and obedience, that the 

eleven did. If you will but feriouffy and 

impartially coniider this thing, I aim fore 

yoii will conclude (as 1 have ddne for many 

years) 
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years) that the profiitutiog the moft foletna 
and facred fupper of oor Lord to fecurc places 
of profit or honour, to thofe who, though 
ever fo notorioufly wicked, will (by comply- 
ing with the faid aft) intitle themfelves ro 
be called church men, is a high affront to 
God, and a foul blot upon any chriftiaa 
church that encourages fuch a corruption, 
of which church I profefs myfelf an unworthy 
member: bat one that mourns for all our 
imperfeAions, and would rejoice to fee all 
chriftian churches firmly eftabliflied and fiou- 
. rifh, upon the doftrinc and praftices of the' 
apoflles and prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf 
(and no other) being the chief corner (lone. 
I hope our (lability will never depend on the 
proflitution of the moft facred inflitution of 
our Lord, to ferve fecular and unjuftifiable 
purpofcs. But you fnggeft, that you believe 
the protefiant djflenters, in their prefent 
endeavours, (or at leaft many of them) are 
not fo much aiming at the honour of their 
and our great lord and mafter, and at re* 
moving this blemi(h from our church, as at 
being capable of having civil and military 
offices. And you feem to fear, that if the 
king's hands fiiould be untied, and he fliould 
have liberty to employ as officers proreftant 
diilenters, as well as churchmen, (as all our 

kings 
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kiogs ever« by the afbrefgid ad<^ hvft bad to 
employ a few of them ia the navy) thae, ge- 
oeraUy fpeakiog, they being (in appearance 
at kaft) foberer men than tlxe generality of 
our officers that pafs for churchmen, by re- 
ceiving the facrament as the faid Teil-ads 
re<)Uire» though they are feldom to be feen in 
a church at other times, it will put very great 
difficulties on many who are of our church : 
they muft either make great friends, and grow 
fober and diligent, which is not very agreed- 
able to many of them, or they cannot get into 
an employment fo eafily -as they can, now 
there are fewer competitors; I have obferved 
(you fay) by many of us, who have iiSerty 
. to employ what fervants we pleafe, that we 
choofe to truft a protcftant diflenter, that we 
are well afTured is an honeft, fober, diligent 
man, rather than one who cannot have fach 
a recommendation, though he tells us he is 
a true churchman : and they are frequently 
chofcn as conflables, yea, as wardens of oor 
churches,- or any other troublefome office, 
provided it has no profit attending it. 

To this I reply, that I will not anfwer for 

all the diflenters; that their chief views are 

at the hoiiour of our Redeemer, and at the 

removing-of a blemUh ia our church. ItJs 

J probable 
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probabk maoy of them aim chiefly at beiflg 
opoQ a level with us in civil and military 
affairs ; aQd. for my own part, I cannot fee- 
any reafon to deprefs them. They agrijc 
with us in all the fubftantials of our hdy 
religion; and as to lefler and indifierenc 
things, that we all agree are fo in themfdves, 
I with to God they were' left fo in their nfe, 
dnd that none would take on them to lord ic 
over God's heritage. They are as good 
friends to king George^ and his faithful mi- 
niders of ftate, as you or I, ot the beft 
churchmen can be; and they are the only 
friends that the true church of England have, 
and can depend on. We all profeft we are- 
journeying towards heaven ; why then ihould 
we fall out by the way ? Is it any detri- 
ment to us to have our rrueft friends able 
to aflift us with their perfons and puries I 
Do they not readily join us in all eledions, 
when onr dvil and religious rights depeftd 
on fuch ele^ions ? EHd they not fiand firmly 
by us in our greateft diftreflbs, when pof>ery, 
flavery^ and all forts of debauchery, threaten'd 
to. invade and deflroy us, and our religion? 
D|d we not then promife, in our danger, 
that we would come to a temper with them i 
And what havt we tever done for them, 
except giving diem kavii ^ motibif God ia 

the 
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the Bianner that they believe in their coo- 
(ciences is moft pleafing to him; which is 
giving them nothing but what their Lord and 
ours had given them before : for» as they - 
always preached Jefus Chrift, and him cru«- 
cifiedy though they did not follow us, our 
pafConate predeceflbrs err^d as much in fi- 
fencing and perfecuting them, as our Lord's 
difdples did^ .who were for filencing and 
ejefiing all who caft out devils in his name» 
i»nly becaufe they did not follow them. If 
the diflenterS) in their turns^ have been guilty 
of the fame fault towards us, their faults wiU 
•ot excufe nt in coutinttiog to do that whick 
we ova was i fault in them : for their Lord 
mA ^ewtf has firiftly oommanded os to do 1^ 
all MWB {not -u we are done by) but as we 
wosld be done by ; to love one anodier as we 
love oorfelves, and as he loved us, and I^ hit | 

great apoftfe Pauly to give no occafiou of | 

oiFence; to lay no fiumbling-blocks in the 
way of our brethren : if we are ftrong, not to 
oflfend our weak brethren, even by eating of 
meat; though that is a thing undoubtedly 
hwfhl in itfelf, much lefs have we any power 
to force our doubting weak brethren to eat 
meat, which they fcruple, or cannot digefty 
or 'to abllain from it, when they think it 
lawful and expedient ; or to make fuch things 

term» 
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terms of commoDion with us» which oor Lor J 
dnd MaAer has not made fo, as the chnrch of 
Rome take upon them to do by the laity. 
Woe be to any that fhall add to his words ; 
I mqm, that (hall lay any ftrefs, or occafion 
anj^ fchifm, by their own addidbns, or weak: 
and doubtful iHuftratioDsr or explanations of 
God's laws. Our blefTed Lord, and his 
dpoftles, never refafed to own any^as member* 
of the vifible chridian church, who repented- 
of their fins, and profefled their belief ba 
him, as the great Meffiah; and fucb and 
fheir families were baptized in the name of 
die Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft: and* dare we caft fbch ctrt of oor 
chnrch w&bm God teis received and owned ? 
Let the enemies of chriftianity nnchnrch 
them if they pleafe 5 for my part I never will, 
but will always endeavour to do by them as I 
would have them do to me. But you' afk 
me how (hall the ftate be fecore I And* (hall 
we not endanger the proteftant ititercft if wc 
hy afide this facramental tcft, and fo put 
Papifis^ Atheijls^ Detfts^ Muggletbnians^ Jnti^ 
nomiafiSf Jn'ans, SaciHianSj French (or falfe) 
prophets, and the like enemies to chriftianity, 
ftito places of* power and profit. I anfwer, 
much bertcr than the government or the 
church are now fecured agaiiift ihtm) by pre- 
ferring 
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ferriog^noBe t^ut fuch a$ prodode a certificate, 
iigncd by one of the minilVers and three or 
four principal and noted worthy members of 
the church or congregation of which he is a 
member, (without fee, gratuity, or reward) 
tefiifying that fuch perfon is ^' profefs'd 
proteftant, and attends the worfhip' of God 
in fuch particular proteftant congregation 
when in health, and his ai&irs do not call 
him abroad ; that they believe him to be a 
good proteftant, and a fober, dilrgent, re- 
ligious, and honeil man. A fevere penalty 
may be laid on the counterfeiting and alteriifg 
fuch certificates ^ and aUb on any that £hall 
ibbferibe any of them, whereby they gtte any 
pafon acharaAer contrary to what they 
know fuch perfon <!eferVes. Such a method 
as this would foon empty our taverns, ale- 
hoafes, brandy-fliops, and fields, and fill 
oar churches and proteftant congregations on 
Sundoysj and other days, when our Makeris 
to be worfliipp^d : and many a- poor wretch, 
that now never goes inta a church, but to. 
get or keep bis qualification, may, while he 
is feeking for loaves and fiAes^ be caught in 
a net, which our Lord has commanded to be 
fpread for men. And, in a little time, our 
armies. and navies would not be terrible to 
fober religious men, as they have been for 

many 
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many years laft pad, by reafon of the mofl^ 
borrible, execrable, and neif(r-inTeDted oaths^^ 
curfes, iiBprecations, and 6ther abominations^ 
that are now heard and leen in oar armies, 
na?tes, cities, towns, countries, villages^ 
rivers. Sic* where wickednefs is generally and 
very ealily learnt, by the examples of mea in 
power and authority. This repeal (in . all 
probability) will fooner reform the maaoors 
of fuch as have any hopes of ever being mpc^ 
than what they now are, or that would not 
be always fervants, thao a thouf^nd refor** 
mation-fermons, while ther-e is nothing mof c 
required to. q4ulify a man for aa i>4iQe, t]^ 
bis receivit]^ tbfS fi»craiacBit rof ilie l0fA'9 
Aipper throe or four tines ^ ^y^ar^ vrhfciriier 
he be fit for it or.l^ot. If JM0^e£U» ke 
sauft lofe his place, and be pm uodcr othf r 
fcrj fevere jpenalties. If he eats and drinks 
unworthily, aot difcerBing the L^nrd's body, 
be eacs and driaks damnatioa to himfelf : 
and if a poor minifter, that knows the officer 
that offi^s to receive it is a devil, or a child 
and flave of the devil's, and trembles at the 
thought of profaning the Lord's table by ad- 
mitting him, fliould dare to refufe him, while 
in this deplorable condition ^ thb poor mi-^ 
nifter (as the law (lands at prefcnt) may - be 
ruined by fuch refufed officer: therefore 

whatever 
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n^ljalever views fomc may have io reforming 
mrh^t is amifs^ it caa- never be too (boa to 
aoie^ad whatever di^oaours God, and the 
holy religion he Ha^ indicutedi and which we 
profefis. 

As to the laft queflion you aik me, viz. 
Whether I think this is a proper time to 
addrefs for an amendment of this law, which 
has kept fo many out of our churches, and 
-embittered their Ipirits againft us for treating 
them, as we (hould nx)t like to be treated by 
by them. If the tables were turned. I an- 
fwer. That in my confcience I think it a 
proper, and the tooft proper time,' for the 
following reafons. 

1. That none but- tlie' prefent time can 
properly be called our' own 7 the timr paft is 
not, nor will it ever be ours again; the future 
is not, and never may be oars: and we are 
commanded to work while it is day; and 
whatever our hands find us to do, to do it 
with all our might. 

2. We havfe now a nrfoft excellent king on 
the throne, afad, bleffcd be God, he is happy 
in a faitliful miniftry: and it muft certainly 
be a very pleafant thing to him to make all 
lus dotifttl txsA lonog fobjefls eafy, by be- 
llowing 
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(lowiog favours 'With an knpartial hand to 

thofe who equally, or moft, defervc fhem, 

and are fitted: for them. And we 4iave no 

reafon to doubt that fucb a prince will, with 

pleafure, ftrengthen the hands of his ^rueft 

A-iends of the eAablifbed church, who have 

been found, ever fince the happy revolution^ 

to be too powerful for all his majefly's 

enemies among us, (thoi^h very numerous 

and mighty too) when we are joined by the . 

hearts, purfe^, counfels, and hands of .our 

proteflant dllTenting friends. We are not fo 

vain as to imagine that we^ who are his ma* 

jefty*s beft friends of the eftablifhed churchy 

are (by ourfelves) numerous, rich, and flrong 

enough to gain a majority of heaity friends 

to his majefiy^ ia opr approaching eledions, 

if our enemies have art enough to breed a. 

mifunderilanding between us, by making our 

only friends believe, that we of the eftablifhed 

chufch, who are true friends to. his majefly^ 

would fain continue the greateft blemifli in 

our church, on purpofe to keep them out of 

their natural and civil rights, who chearfuDy 

and equally contribute, by their perfons, 

purfes, and labours with us, to fupport tbat> 

happy efiabli(hmenc in the fVate, that God 

has blefled us with, and to render his facred 

majefty eafy ia the admioiAratioa of jaflice. 

And 
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Aod therefore, if we had no other fflotive, 
but our own true intcrcft and prefervation, 
xrc ought to do our utmoft to enable and 
oblige our brethren, the proteflant diflenters, 
,to Join us in our common defence againft our 
common enemies, which I have before-named, 
I. wifh there .were no other names or di* 
fliodions among chridians than that of Pro- 
teilants and Papifts.; but then ihcre woul4 
not be fo .many exercifes for charity or iove, 
and mutual forbearance, as there are : and If 
we have not thofe graces, and (hew (on all 
proper occafiona) that we have them, whai-. 
ever we call ourfclves, and whatever other 
angelic qualifications we may be poffeffed of, 
we are norhing, tat as founding brafs, or a 
tinkling cymbal. 

I. believe, there is not a true. churchman m 
Great'Biitain^ either clergyman or layman, 
that foberly confiders the mifchief and dif- 
baaour the mifconnrudion (or mifapplication) 
of. the faid Teft-a£l has done, and will do, to 
the ch\xxc\i oi England^ but heartily^ wi(hes 
(as I do) that it were retrained to what was 
iaid to be the true intention of it, when firft 
eoadled; (or* rather exchanged for a much 
better ted ; whereby no man will be allowed 
to wicnefs for himfelf, as he does by the pre- 

fent 
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feat tefl) I mean, to keep out of places of 
, truft and profit, only thofe who are enemies 
to the proteftant religion. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

"DEFORE any of my brethren or ad- 

verfaries undertake to reply to what I 

have faid on this fubjed, I defire'they will 

. will duly conilder and anfwer the following 

queries. 

1. Is our Almighty Saviour (the Lord Jefus 
Chrift) fupreme head of his church, or not i 

2. Will he at laft moft righteoufly judge 
the world in his united nature, as true God 
and true Man, and puniih all the obflinate 
tranrgrelTors of his laws, or no ? 

3. Has he wifdom and authority fufficienc 
to inftitute ordinances and facraments in his 
church, and to declare the facred ends for 
which he inftitutes them, or does he ftand sa 
need of the afli fiance of any mere creature, 
to add any thing to his appointments, or de- 
figns, and to make tfaofe, their additions^ 
eflential thereto* 

4 4. WiU 
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4* Will he not feverely reprove, and add 
all the plagues that arc written ia the Book 
of God, to them that Ihali add any thing of 
their own to his word ? 

5. Has not our Lord, in his laft fupper, 
told us the end of our facramental eating and 
drinking his body and blood, viz. that we are 
to do it in remembrance of him ? 

6. If we receive that facrament once, twice, 
ihrice, or oftner, in a year, to qualify tis for 
any civil or military employment, or to fave 
500 1, that may otherwife (if we have it) be 
torn from us, for any one omifTion, and to 
preferve our natural and civil rights, of being 
capable of fuing for our jnft dues, of receiving 
and enjoying a legacy, and the like. Are 
not thefe additional ends to the only end our 
Lord has told us we ought to regard, when 
we come to eat and drinkvvith him at. his 
table? Or can it be a fufficient excufe to tell 
the great judge of the world, in the lad day, 
that notwithftandiog we made bold to pro- 
flitotc his inftitutions to ferve our fecular 
purpofes, when men commanded us fo to do, 
yet we did not vfrholly forget him at fuch 
times, though we cannot deny but that the 
chief defign we then had was to ferve our 
temporal intereOs ? 

VOL. IIL G Tl^ 
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7. Is it not perfecoting the miaifters of 
oar owQ cftabliflied churchy to compel them 
toadminifter that holy facrament to foch as 
they kaow are unfit or (if left to their liberty) 
unwilling to receive it, by fuch penalties as 
they are not able to bear ; which penalties 
the pcrfon rcfufed has always in his power, by 
the Teft-a<£ls, to bring them under, to the 
utter ruin of the confcientious minifters aud 
their families ? 

8. Is it not too fcvere upon our civil and 
military officers, to fubjeft them to utter 
ruin, if they happen to forget receiving the 
facrament fo often as the Teft-afts require > 
Or if they, for want of their pay in due time, 
have not money to fatisFy two witneffes, who 
muft be able to teftify their receiving it, as 
often as the faid afts require ? 

9. Did the corporation and Teft-afts ever 
preferve our eftabilflied church from the 
dangers and invafions we were thl*eatened 
with, by a popilh king and a popifli pre* 
tender ? 

10. Can it be fuppofcd that a papift, who 
knows the pope will fell him pardon* for any 
fins, efpecially if they are committed to fervc 
holy church, will make any fcmple to receive 

the 
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the fitcrameDi ifrcur 6flabtifll€f($ ehurehes three 
or fovr tiflics every ycTar, if he can b«t vhere^ 
by feeure to Mosfelf a profitable oftce, and 
brfcreeaed from ooer ri^ by* tnfennatbas 
iftRt profecutidBS o» thd aiflff bcforc-men* 
tfoned? 

II* If the oorfKirati«a and teft-a&s are not 
grievaocea to ikofe who have bo more thaa 
the bare aacae of churchmen, a&d defire no 
nlore thaa the aame ; af e they not very greai 
grieyafices aad perfeeueioiis' to every coQlcie» 
tioos member of the church of England^ that 
has always been d conAant and worthy C9P1* 
raunicant at the tai>]e of our Lord^ and U» in 
all refpeftsy fiily qualified to ferve hi| )iiog 
and country in fome civil #r military employ- 
ment or other, but darei not accept of any 
pnblic oiEce, becaufe he thinks in hU con- 
fcience (as I do) that he would* fin agatoft 
God if he (hoyld receive it for any other end 
than what our great Lord has appoioted) yir. 
in^ cemembrante of him ; much more /if his 
fecolar end (hould eciipfe or annihilate the 
facred and only end our Lord had in chat 
.fo)emn and facred infiitudon I 

12. Whctfier thofe members of oar own 
cftabllftied church, who have (fince the Cor- 
poration and Teft- afts were in being) accepted 
G2 of 
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of civil or military employoieiits, mi till 
fuch their acceptapce, were coaftant coamta- 
nicants ia our church) aud received the fa« 
crament of our Lord's fupper, only in rcmem- 
brance of him^ but to loeep fuch their offices^ 
and to preferve themfelves and families from 
utter ruin, have been overcome (contrary tp 
their judgments) to receive the facrament 
three or four times a year, in obedience to 
the faid afts, as well as in remembrance of 
their Lord; and, while ihey have been fo 
receiving, have doubted that they offended 
God, by proflitoting the moft facrcd things 
to fecuhr and common ufes : I fay, would 
they not (if they had any fear of God before 
their eyes) have rejoiced, in being delivered 
from fuch temptations and ibaros, as thofe 
afts were to them? 

For my own part, I always thought, that 
in the worftiip of God, whatfoever I do, if I 
believe I ought not to do it, it is a fin in mc;; 
and that if I do that, which I do but doubt 
is a fin^ I expofe myfelf to damnation. 

Read what bi(hop HoaJly has writ on this 
fubjeft : reaiwhat the great apoftle Paul has 
writ on this head : read the Corporation and 
Teft-afts : and read fome Confiderations on 
repealing the Teft aft, printed in the year 
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LETTER 

TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE 

Earl of Nottingham* 

Mv Loud, 

AS your lordfliip's great name com- 
mands a particular regard to be paid 
to whatever your lordfliip thinks fit 
to publish, no wonder that moA men were 
pleafed to fee your lordfliip engaging yourfelf 
in a controverfy of fo much confequence to 
chriftianify. Perfons of your lordfhip's ftaiioQ 
kave this advantage above other writers, that 
tfaey always fpeak with authority. I was not 
therefore much furprtfcd to fee our famous 
univerfvy of Oxfrd returnhig to your lordtbip 
their public thinks for the Tervice you have 
done in relation to the controverfy concerning 
the trinity i becaufe principles or doArioes 
G 4 recommended 
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recommended to the world by a perfoa of 
your lordftiip'i quality^ and with that ferUuf^ 
nefs and gravity with which your lordfliip has 
wrote, are always embraced fo readily, and 
are afTented to with fo little hefitation, that 
'twill be deemed prefumption by many to make 
doubt of any thing maintained in your lord- 
ihip's book. 

When the univerfity of Oxford had fet the 
example, it could not be thought abfurd or 
wnreafonable to attempt to bring the clergy 
info the fame meafures. How far 'tis ufual 
for the London Clergy to addrefs their thanks 
to any perfon who has vindicated any doftrine 
of chriftianity, I know not. But as I could 
not come into the motion made by the arch* 
deacon of London on that occafion, I muft beg 
leave to lay before your lordftiip and the' 
world, the grounds upon which, I think, 
thofe are to be juftified, who refufed com- 
pliance with him. 

*Tis not my defiga to enter into the merit* 
of the controvferfy concer&iog the trinity with 
your lordfhip ; but only to point out fome 
natural confequences of feverar principles itt 
your lordfhip's book, which they muft avow 
and approve, who return your lord/hip theur 
thanks for your anfuter to Mr. Whtftoft. 

When 
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When fuch great bodies declare their fenti- 
ments of any honk^ the impreffion is fiamped 
fo deep, that few can refift the weight of fuch 
authority. Yet who would imagine that ia 
the very book fo much recommended, the 
lawfalnefs of perfecution fhoqld. be aflerted v 
aad fuch notions maintained, as are iocon- 
Ment with the pi'opagation of that chriftianity 
which your lordftiijp. has defended \ 

The firfl. thing, in which I am fprced to; 
diiFer from ypur lordfliip is this, that ^oa 
approve of the advUe of Maanas to Augufius^ 
and recommend it to the world as right and. 
good. * It was the advice of Macmai \o 
' /iugujiusy fays your lordftiip, * never to 

* fuffer ^ny innovation in religion, becaufe the 

* peace of the Jiate depended upon it : thac 

* prince had peace in all the world j but what ' 

* dijiurbances, what mifiries, innovations in 

* religion have caufed in this nation, the 
^ hiftory of the iaji age informs us fufficiently ; 

* and how fatal the feuds and animofttics^ oc- - 

* cafioned by pretenders to religion, in this? 

* may be, no roan can foretell every good 
^■m2Lnftars.y p. 157. 

I readiljr acknowledge that this was the 
advice of a very great ftaufman \ and I cannot 
but oblerve^ \\i2X Jiatefmen and politidans of 

as' aU. 
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all retigioQS generally cfpoufe thefe ootions 
and regulate their praAices accordingly. 
Mmctnm (who was a hiathen) gave the ad- 
vice to Augujlus^ ** That he (hould follow 
** t$nftanily the eflahlijhid nltgion 0fhis auntfy,- 
*^ becaufe all inaovatioDS in that would fement 
*^ fedittoa in the ftate, aod be a means to 
*< fubvert hit government:" and as if this 
were an axi$m in pslitics, iikzt JlaUfman is 
fcarce to be found in the world, who does 
not embrace this notion. Mr. Hobbts (who 
found mankind bad enough, but left them 
ibuch worfe) has worked up a fyftem of 
Jiau-religiLn^ whereof the main principles 
are, that ' the interpretation of all laws as 

* well facred as fecular depends upon the 

* authority of ihey«/>r^;77^/>^tt^^r.' That * the 

* civil powers have a right to command the 

* manner of honouring God,* That * obc- 

* dience is due to the fovercign in all things, 

* as well fpiritual as temporal* And iqfi^y^ 
that * whatever is commanded by the fovereiga 

* power is commanded by God himfelf.' Now 
admitting thefe for principle:^ it plainly foU 
lows, as Mr. Hobbts has more than once de^ 
duced, that * the fupreme power has a right 
« to prohibit fuch doctrines to be taught as 

* he judg/es improper :* that * every one com-^ 

* mits aiCfime, and may be JuIUy p^iniAied for 

,2 * the 
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^ the fame, who |)erfaades men to receive a 

* new religion :' that * difTeRtioDS 10 religion 
•are the eaufes of war, and therefore the 

* ejtabli/hed religion^ (or that which the fa- 

* preme power commands) ought to be fol* 

* lowed.' Such are Mr. HohbeCs principles^. 
and fttch the confequcnces drawn from them I 

Stafefmm and fdUicians (t\A6m p?e^ too 
great a regard to religion ; and as feldom to 
the truth of thitjgs: 'tis ufual therefore fot^ 
ihem more particularly to condemn men srs 
fa£Hou^^ and their writings as tending tq 
difiurhancii^ if they recede a hair's breadth; 
from common opinions. Right or- wrong, , 
true or falfe, is frequently not f6 much the 
point, as how it fuits with a par(icu!ar in-«- 
i tereft. Whether this: conduft anfwers the ^ 

end propofed, (tho* 1 cannot but think that 
the. continuation- ©f fetSis and faflions in re- 
ligion is entirely owing to ihefe political ar- - 
lifices) whether this conduct, 1 fay, anfwers ^ 
the end propofed I.fhall not inquire; fince • 
Vis not my defign to conHder this advice in a> 
political view, but whether it be right or« 
u^rong, fit or unfit in itfelf to be given.; 

In this light I muft obfcrve, . 

I. That if this advice be good .-^nd rights 

10 itfelf) it plainly follows that all, who at anyy 

G 6 time - 
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time by the reFormation of any errors feem 
innovators in religion, ought to be punifhed,' 
as dijtu^hers of the peace of the public. Now 
this advice being given but a little before our 
Saviour came into the world, 'tis very unfor- 
tunate that it fliould be given at fuch a time, 
when it muft have entirely prevented the 
fpreading of his doctrines, and the teaching 
mankind that the gods which the heathens 
worfhipped were no goda. Our blefled Lord 
ought, in confequence of this advice, to have 
been puniflxed as perveriing the nationy as in- 
novating in reliiion, and as fowing feditioa 
and difcord among the people, fuch as it 
feems * no man could faretely every good man 
♦ might fear? 

2. This advice muft neceflarily have pre- 
vented the reformation from popery had it been 
followed at that time, becaufe that y^as a 
remarkable inftance of innovation in religion. 
-Suppofe that any ftatefman had advifed Henry 
Vill. or Edward VL or queen Elizabeth ia 
^lat manner, and they had admitted it, muft 
not the fuperftition and idolatry of Rome have 
continued the ejiahlijhed religion of thii country ? 
K^uft opt we have been kept in the dregs of 
corruptioQ fiill ? And muft not the light of 
the go{p4 have beeii (but from our eyes ? 
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3. If ih'is be right, then alt thbfe princes 
that have followed this advice, have a6led a 
righteous part in perfecuting to the utmoft all 
that have attempted to* innovate in religion. 
The late king of France did right to dragoon 
his protejiani fubjedls ; and the duke of Savoy 
juftly drove out the Piemont'jfe\ and every 
prince that is moil barbarous and cruel, aAs 
an upright juftifiable part, and what is mofl: 
acceptable unto God, when he refufes to 
fufTer any fucb under bis government, whom 
he may charge with difturbing the peace of 
the ftate by not complying- with the ejlablijbed 
religion of the country. 

4. Every nation m the world thinks, or 
pretends to think, that the religion eAabliAiedi 
amongft them is acceptable unto God; and 
that the way in which they pay their honour 
and wor(hip is fuch as is // and proper^ sind 
will draw down the bleflings of heaven upon 
them. Every nation too has its peculiar 
orthodoxy, and a fet of tenets, the truth of 
which it aflcrts as the words of God himfelf. 
'Tis impoffible that all thefe can be irue^ nay 
that every particular chrifiian church can hold 
opinions contradiftory, perhaps to their next 
neighbours, and yet be in the right. Or were 
this poffible, fure we are that the heathen and 

the 
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tlie mabomekin nations, are in the grofTeft 
errorsn if therefore it be a duty incumbent 
oa every man to keep bis ntind open to truth, 
and to receive it when offered to him, the 
advice never tofuff^r innovations in reagion mu/l 
be abjurd initjelf^ because it would be to pro- 
hibit a great part of maakind the knowledge 
of truth; and i^ would be to prevent the 
reception of the gofpcl in all foch places where 
the benefit of it is not at prefent known. 

Yoiir lordlhjp, I am fare, would not on 
agy account propofe a fcheme fo deftrudlive ta - 
fruth and to common chriftianity as this. But 
under a plenary conviftion of ' mind that your 
lord(hip'$ notions are true^ and that we of this - 
0ation arc fo happy as to have the truth efla--- 
hitjhed here ; and rhat in confequcnce-of that^ 
m>iry innozation hire nect (Tarily being for the 
^otfe, you thinic the advice to* be jaft and i 
right. 

But then your lord&lp knows,^ thathith^rtO" 
we have in vain been fearehing for a fure and*- 
ififallible ci'iterton of truth $ that every natiouv 
and every man, how erroneous foever, is 
orthodox to himfelfs and that thofc who ar^ , 
under the misfoifuue of error, are as pofitive 
and confident, as ihofe who have truth on 
their fide. 'Tis therefore of little confe* 

quence 
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qveoce ia the prefeni: cafe, aad io our pre- 
feot inquiry^ whether one or aootber has the 
fflith oa bis fide; for whilft every body Is 
{\A\j aflbred of the truth of his notions, every 
body will ptead the btKyt right ; and in the 
cottfeqiience, error tviil reap every priigfege 
which truth itfelf can claim. 

But your lordihip oot ioIiAiog 00 tbis^ but 
on the evideaoe of fad for the reafoa why 
mmvMtms of r^Hgion are do| to be fuffered-y 
and Mif etnas (who was an hiatbsn) pretend- 
ing that an innovatkn ^frsUgion was the means 
iofubvitt ibt gavemment^ this will de&rve our 
Boft ferious confideration* And here. 

It mud be granted that u/ualfy iDnovations 
in religion have been attended with di- 
fturbances ia the ftate. But then the reafoa 
why innovations in religion have been attended 
with feuds, and animofities, difturbances and 
miferies in the y7a/^, is, becaufis the ^aU 
ittteroieddles in that ibr t of property to which 
it has no right. The people always aflfert 
and vindicate this, as a firft principle, that 
*tis litter to otey God tbam man \ and whilft 
that is allowed to be true, (which no body I 
think will deny ixprejly^ tho* ihey may explain 
it away) Whatever the coofcqiaences of it are, 
they wUl afTert and flMint^ it, A man can 

no 
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DO more refufe his afleni to truth, when i^ 
Spears clear to htm, than he- can refufe to 
fee the light at noonvday when his eyes are* 
open^ If therefore any ftate refufes to fufTer 
men to change tht^trfeotunent^^ or pretends 
to Under them from «^/'^/V|' what they think, 
to be the will (^f. God^ oppofition mufl be- 
expeded ; and. if difturbances enfue, they are 
not to be imputed xo change 9fr4igion^ ^ which 
has nothing victous'or evil in it, nothing that 
is diforderly and inconfiftent with the public 
peace,) but to -thfe tH conduft of fuch advifers 
as that heathen Mitctnas, who refufe to per-i- 
mit men to follow their owit confclences iiti 
things pertaining to God and not hurtful to 
any .man, and will have them obey men rather 
than-G^i/r 

Innovations in rtllgion have no natural or- 
tieceffary connexion with difturbances or dif-' 
orders of thc/a'e: and 'lis juft the fame 
abfurdity to impute the one to the other, as 
'tis to pretend that to alter a man's notions of 
^orfhipping God muik de/iroy his private pro- 
perty, or at Icaft muft caufe confufion in it. 
'Tis evident that the one has no relation to 
the othery but let what changes you pleafc 
happen tn property, religton is the fame ; or 
let the ways of honouring God be altered, 
^roptriy i& the fame, except in the cafe where 

a maa 
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a man thinks to pleafe God by parting with 
bis property. But rbis does not affe^l th$ 
civil government, nor make the magiftrate 
lefs able to do juftice, or to fecurc his fubjefls 
in the enjoyment of their civil interefts. 
When indeed the magiftrate.refuies to tolerate 
any who diffcnts from the ejlablijhed religian^ 
oppreHion that Inftant begins: but as the 
caufe of ail difturbance is removed when op* 
preflioD is removed, innovations in jreligion, 
where there has been no perftcuion^ nor any 
attempts to enflave the fubjeOs minds, caa 
never afFcft the ftatc, or eaufe any diftur- 
bances. When any (late aflumes a power 
over the confciences of its fnbjefts, they are 
forced into a ftate of war with their civil go- 
vernment; and they continue fo long in that 
ftate, as they are injured in a property over 
which the civil government never had any, 
power. In this cafe the peace of the focifcty^ 
is broke : but then 'tis not broke by. thofe 
who reform from any public error^ but by the 
magiftratc, who aflumes a- power which nev«r 
was committed to him. Nor are thefe evils, 
thefe difturbances, feuds, or animofities, 
chargeable on innovaiions in religion y but" on 
tyranny^ and ufurpaiion^ on unjuft pretenfiona 
to power, and .arbitrary dominion over the. 
minds of men^ 
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At moft therefore, innovations in religion, 
are but. the occafions^ not the caufes^ of di^ 
fturbances to the ftatc ; and a man can with* 
no more juftice impute to them, as to the- 
catifi^ the breach of public peace, than he 
can impute to chriftianity ail that hatred and^ 
variance that has abounded in the chriftina 
world. Suppofe a man fiiould warn any one 
againff the doftrines of the gofpel, becaufe 
they have unhappily occafioned much hatred,, 
much difpute, and many abommable pradiic.s, 
which otherwife would not perhaps have been 
lieard of. Would fuch advice be good and 
fit ? Or ought any man, notwithftanding. 
thcfe accidental inconveniencics^ to refufc his 
fubmtffion to it purely on thofe accounts ? 

' There is not a greater, nor a more commoii^' 
impofition on mankind, than to afiign a wrong 
eaufs of any event, and to argue from thenco 
as if it "were the true one. Macenas^ I beg 
your lord&ip to remember that Macenas was 
an h€atbift, imputed to innovatkns in religion: 
tiie great dijiurbancei of JiaU\ whereas the 
Mufe of diforders in the public was fome-, 
ihit^ very different J either the perfecutions 
which men had undergone, which upon oc- 
cafiOQ given they refolved to retaliate ^ or ^\^t 
fome- felBfli intereft which the pretence of 
religion ferved to cover, Macenas confounded 

therefore,^ 
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therefore, ^'ither artfixily, or jgaorantly 
enough, the caufe with the acddental ^uaftQU 
of diforder; which is, as if any one now- 
a days, (hould lay the hatred of oeareft friends 
upon chriftiaotty idfelfs or charge enmity^ 
malice and revenge upon that very gofpel that 
defigned to root thofe evils out. His advice 
therefore is wrong in eyery view j 'tis founded 
upon a very falfe principle ; it naturally tendy 
to prevent the propagation not only of truth 
in general, but of chriftianity in particular. 
It will jtiftify all the perfecutions for religion 
which haVe been in the world ; and after ally, 
it ftrppofes innovations in religion to be thr 
cQufis of evils, of which they are not the 
taufes. Your lordfhip will judge if fuch ad- 
vice is fit to be either given, or taken, or re- 
commended. 

h: fecond point your lordfliip argues for Is 
^fais, that becaufe ievere laws were made 
againft idolatry and blafphimy^ words which 
had then one clear and determinate fignifi«^ 
cation in the Jewijh difpeofation, therefore 
the laws of any particular country may punifh 
as idolaters or blafphemers, men who ac-^ 
cording to the different notbns that prevail* 
m different countries, may on different and 
perhaps contrary accounts be called by thefe 
aamet. 

For 
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For this your lord(l«p ihas argues * If th'e- 
•'Lord Jefus be a creature and you worftiip* 
♦"him, Yis idolatfy: if' he be God and you 
•^deoy himi ^\\s blajpiemy: and what ptinifh* ' 
*^ment Almighty God ordained for both thefe 

• forts of offenders you koow/ p. 159. 

The- puflifhcnent in the Mafak law fof 
idolatry wisjlfinlng to death, aod the fame was 
inffifted for blafphcpy, v. Lev, xxiv. 10 — 23,- 
and Z)/^/. x.iii. i — 10. 

XJi5Dtith?s your IbrdYhip proceeds, and 
aflcs thisqueflion; ^'What texts have you ta 

• quvti for 'an exemption from \\io{t penaltiei^ of 
« at leajifuch as the laws ef the land infii^i! 

I anfwer, all the {ame texts which 107 
religious and good man has to qaote for adi 
exemption from the penalties to be infllded 
on the grcateft of criminals. The blajphem^^ 
againft which the penalty of death was de- 
nounced in the law of Mofes^ was a prefump- 
tuous, irreligious, contemptuous reproaching 
or reviling of God. The idolatry againft 
which the like punishment was denounced in 
the fame lawi, was, the departing from the 
worfliip of the known true God to the wor- 
ihip of the heathen idols or fif^itious deities.- 
Qoes youf lordship- new think, thai becaufe; 

oodefi 
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antler the ^nui/b theocracy ^ Go^ Aloiglmr 
'thought fit, by an ^exprefs and » particular 
•command, to puoi(h in fach* a. manner thefe 
crimes, about the nature of which there wa^ 
no room for difpute, and into the commiflioa 
of which no Jew could poffibly fall by a mere 
error of the underftanding, that therefore the 
nvil government in other nations, (affixing 
thele names according to their own particular 
notions in difputable queftions upon perfons 
and thing? which have no fimilitude to thoft 
mentioned in < the law of Mofes^) may juAIy 
iQfli<£l by their own authority the like pe- 
nalties with thofe commanded in the law of 
Mofes? One man thinks Jefus Chtift to be 
bimfelf the One Supreme God ; and worihips 
him as fuch : ^notber thinks Jefus Chrift not 
to be himfelf the One Supreme God, but the 
^ne Mediator between- God and man^ and wor- 
ihips him as fuch a Mediator to the glory of 
the One Supreme God and Father of alL Does 
your lordfliip now fincerely think, that by 
virtue of the law of Mofes againft blafphemeri 
end idclatirs^ one of fhefe men has a right to 
put the other to death for worihlpping 
•Chrift only as a »2/^/^/^ 5 and that the other 
-has a right to put this firft man to death 
for worftiipping Chrift as the One Supreme 
God \ Each of them thinks he has an equal 

right 
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right to C2il the oih«r ka JAfaur and iUp- 
pbimer. Otte for grving any W9rjbip of aU to 
a perfoQ who is not the Otoe Supreme God 
and Father of the tmlverfe ; and the other for 
worflripping as the One Supreme God, Him 
Viho is only the Mediator bet>veen God and 
Man. Your lordfliip eafify fees what room 
here is for uncharitablenefs and perfecntion/ 
By what methods (hall this evil be prevented ? 
The only remedy I can fee is, that men would 
be careful 'not to fraHtct themfelves, much 
lefs to impfe upon others, atiy thing in the 
warjbip of Gody founded upon any particular 
hypothefis of their own, beyond what is very 
clearly and exprefsly comtnanded. 

By this method » and by ihU onfy^ might 
be cut ofi* the very root and foundation of 
all uncharitable cenfures and wicked perfe* 
cutions upon this head. 

The next thing your lord/hip proceeds to, 
is to (hew that thofe whom you call Arians 
can have no pretence to toleration conliderlng 
the conduA of fome heretofore called by that 
name. 

" With what face, fays your lordflup, can 

** Arians a(k fuch favour from any who have 

[_*' ever read the hiftory of their barbarities. — . 

*• They 
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^ They have i^u^bt us a tiffin i^ahjl thm* 
^'filvis.** p» 159. 

1. AIIowiDg it J nylord, to be never fo 
true, that fome in former ages called Arians^ 
have beea perfecutors, and as barbarous as ^tis 
poflible ; yet the argument is no better, noc 
qther than this, — Some monarchs have been 
tyrants, therefore monarchy is not to be en- 
dured. Or, 

2. If this inference be trne, fome of thofe 
vbom your lordfhrp will call arthodox^ have 
been at leaft as barbarous^ therefore they alfo 
have taught us a leff.n againjl ihtmfilvti. And 
thus the circle may be run in accufing and 
condemning all iides, without any juflice> 
or without any reafon. 

But this muft not be pafTed over thu9 

flightly. Not that it is of any confequence,* 

who wwie the fir ft perfecntors, or who not,; 

fiQce the real debatp is, whether any of either 

fide have any right to perfecute another: 

whether thofe that have the truth on their 

fides have more right to perfecute thofe who 

arc in error^ than thofe who are in error have 

to perfecute thofe that enjoy the benefit of 

truth* Yet becaofe this evihis ufually thrown 

upon thofe, wio arc pr the iirr:e bning callecf 

heretics^ 



1 6'8 J**^ Pillars of Pr i estcr att 

heretics^ I cannot but take notice, that if we 
confult the eccUJiaJiical biftorians we (hall find 
that thofe whom your lordfliip eftcems very 
orthodox were the firji that taught the world 
the method of perfecutlon ; 'twas thefe that 
firji brougiht in iHe Jicular power to drive 
thofe whom they called heretia out of the 
church. As foon as the Nicme council had 
condemned Jrius and his opinions, the em- 
peror banijhed him^ and Eufebius^ and Tbeogfiis, 
and othirs*. fJe ifluedvOut an edi^^ that ** if 
** any book of Jrrus*s could be found, it 
*< (hould be burnt : that if any one concealed 
^' any book, and did not produce it that it 
•* might be burnt, he himfelf ftiould be put 
** to death ioftantly/' After this we find the 
** emperor refolving to root out all forts of 
hirefie^\ and accordingly he ifTued out an 
tdift ' againft the Novations^ Vahntiniansy 

* Marclontfis^ Paulians^ and thofe called Ctf- 

* taphrygsam, and in general all heretics^ firft, 

< that they (hould not dare to have any public 

* meetings : and that all the houfes where they 

* were wont to aflfemble (hould be taken 

* away; then, that they (hould not meet 

* together privately ; and . laftly that their 

< churchesy if they might be called fuch, (hould 
« be given to the catholics. Their books 

* likewife were to be fearcbed for and taken 

* away.' 

Thus 
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Thus did the urtbodox begin this deteftable 
method againft the heretics i which fome of 
them perhaps ^vhen they grew in power, 
returned; and from that time to thefe Iq^ 
Jays has that impious courfe been profecuted. 
Bat the/ry? breach was made by the orthodox ; 
'twas they began to employ the /ecular arm s 
*tV9ZS tht:^ began to banijh; 'twas thej began 
to hinder the public meetings of thofe whom 
they called heretics ; and what wonder then 
when the tree of eril was planted, if it took 
root downwards, and ihot forth upwards, 
and brought forth its natural fruit. If there- 
fore the Uffln be to be learnt againft men of 
any denomination from this, t&at fome of 
them alfo have been barbarous when in power, 
'tis a lijfon that all parties have taught thofe 
that have been undermojt^ and if fome of 
them who were called Arions^ behaved theni^ 
felves in a cruel manner under Conjlantius 
and VaUns^ and afterwards in Spain and 
Africa^ let others look into the Theodofian 
Code% and upon the penfecutions of all that 
have had any odious name affixed upon them 
for 1300 years together, and fee if they 
have any room to boafl: upon this head: 
Still this is certain, that perfecution was be^ 
gun by the orthodox 5 and one very remark- 
al))e dif&rence appears throughout all our 
VOX-. IIL H church 
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.church hiftorians, that whereas the creeds^ 
-which thofe that were called orthodox^ pro- 
pofed and infifted on in all. their f^v;7n*A, were 
filways made the tjl> of parties j and in order 
to this they alvuayi contained fome human 
doftrines, fome particular inventions of de- 
iigning men, fome notion or other that was 
unfcriptural ; yet in the creeds propofed by 
thofe on the ether fide this temper was con- 
ftantly obferved, that nothing was ever put 
into them but what all might fubfcribe and 
aflent to ; the very terms were generally 
y2r///artf/; nor did they attempt to put on a 
level the dofirines of men with ^he revelation 
of God. 

Give me leave to add one remarlc more 
Jiere; and that is, that as Macenas was a 
heathen^ and gave his advice to a heathen, 
it mufl: have been to perfecute chrijfians^ 
fo had Macenas Kved in Conftantine*% time, 
and been what was called orthodox^ his advice 
bad been to perfecute Artm ; had he lived 
in Conjlan.ius or Fahns* time, when the. 
power was entirely in hands called Ari.n^ 
(iho' there ne^er was any jfrianifm impofed in 
their ireeds) his advice to fuiFer no inno- 
vations in religion muft havepufhed on thofe 
priaces to have deflroyed the tfr/*:^/^;^^ and 
had he lived under Lewis XIV. not a pro- 

tcftant 
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tcftant muft or could have beca -fufffered id 

France. 

The vjext thlog iQ.Tt^Qrl^dflup's poftfcnpt 
which I think myfelf obliged to coafidcxAti 
the declaration .which ypur lordihip b^9, ta 
tffi&y made agaioft ati open toleration. 

Your lord(hip begios with an intimatioQ 
that an " /// ufe has bien made of ikf text for 
^^ fuffering the tares which were fown by the 
** enemy, to grow up with the wl^eat," and 
you add, ^^ furely we are not to lay ourfhei to 
*\feep on purpofe to give the enemy an oppor- 
^^ lUDity tofow them.'* 

I will not prefuine to gnefs at any pSirtlcular 
expofition of this text which your lordftiip 
inay perhaps have met witli j but how far it 
delates to the prcfent debate, Til endeavour 
to (hevir. As in tlie expofitloa of the parable 
of the fwer^ Matt xiii. 23. the feed is ex- 
plained to mean the word preached-, fo here 
like wife, v. xxiv. good fed is. tiiat doftrine 
which really prpduce« virtue and goodnefs. 
Tares J here oppofed to good feeiy and which 
were fown by an enemy ^ x^fxtitntfafe doc* 
trines which are taught by an enemy ^ i. e. ^vil 
men. Good and virtuous perfons, when theyr 
fee fuch falfe doctrines and eril men fuc« 
H 2 ceediog, 
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lOtfedidgy would rejoice to have their falfi 
•opiolons rooted up, and would rejoice that 
tbe/Wi/, .i..^» the churchy might confift of 
dftly good loembeh; but our Saviour-deter- 
>adQ«s^ that the r$ffiing mU of the tares, /• #« 
Ac 9i<!4eiit cafting out oF faife notioos by ex* 
tremitiee, ought uot te be proofed ; but that 
cgood men ihoold take iheed, left while they 
g0itber up the tares^ thef roat not up alfo the 
wbiot^ Our Saviour has >fo explained this 
parable, that it cannot be much mlftaken, 
when he tdls us the linu whtn the rightious 
fiaUJkine^ viz. not at prefent, but f^J?/r, when 
tbtfon ofmanJbaUfendforHf his angels^ v. 43. 
plainly determining, that the tares (honid 
grow up with iH^c^wheat till the end of the 
worlds Our Lord does not tell ns that 'iia 
our duties to give tf^^0r/ir»i///i .to the enemy : 
he does not fay that we ought to lay ourfdves 
ajlap^ or that we (hould not guard againft 
the enemy as much as poflibly we can : but 
that we muJft ufe all fuch means, and only 
fdch, as are right and juft^ to prevent th6 
growth of fiilfe dofirines \ that we muft not 
tnad dawn the wheat in order, as we perhaps 
imagine, to root out the tares. A wife man 
will not take fuch meafures to deRroy a wad^ 
asnece&rilymuft deftroy his corn; and this 
is what otir Saviour onljr aims at. 

Now . 
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Row periecation for opinions is what rnnfl^ ■ 
neceflarily defiroy the uhiot as well as the 
taresy the truth as much as it can do hy[t*^ 
hood. Where there is fo miich 'falfehood ia * 
the world, and that loo in fo much power,- 
by this way of proceeding the trutb moft 
oeceflarily be rooted up. The Mahometans 
imagine^ no doubt, that they are in the truths 
and that chriftlanity is a tare in their field ; 
therefore they upon this principle arc obliged 
to root it out. Amongft chrifliaos, the paptfis 
ought to root out the pnie/lantSy and the 
frotejlams to root out not only the common 
.enemy, ihc papljfs^ but likewlfe to arm each 
particular feA againQ its neighbours. What 
a fcene of woe and defolation muft «his pro* 
dace? Whilft fucb contradidory orthpdoxy 
everywhere appears, every whjcre ipufi ap- 
pear, (lore of tares to be gathtted ttp and 
burnt J till at lafi orthodox^ and the longeft 
furvivors of cruelty, muft figmfy the fame 
thing. . But then upon the fcheme of ofta 
toleration nothing is more natural and eafy }> 

For here our bufinefs is not to lay ourfehts- 
ajleepy but to watch ; 'tis to reprove^ rebuke 
and exhort with all long-fuff$ring and patience. 
Every man has the right, which your ,lprd- 
fhip has ufed, to endeavour to convince gain-^ 
layers. Reafon is the weappa of rational 
H 3 agents^ 
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ageacS) and never fails to be rev^ogedoa tho(e 
who are enemies to it^ that is, who either 
maintain an.errqr, er even hold the truth ia 
unrighteou/nefs. Wiih, this fence we are to 
gtiard ourfelv.es. Aqd if th$ enemy furmounts 
this, axjd cannot be convinced, or is obflinate 
and will aot, 'tis out of our powers to hinder 
the growth of thefe ta;es :. we muft do all 
that if . /« ouj: powers, to. convince him, we 
muA pray fpi: him, hut not treat his perfoa 
ill; nor muft we, to. ruin him, make ufe of 
fach arts as in confequence mud ruin our 
PWn fe^ves* 

Your lordfliip will call this, perhaps, giving 
an opportunity to the enemy to fow the tares. 
But is it giviffg an epiortunity when you watch 
and oppofe him ? When you fpread the truth 
as faft as the ene^ny does his errors ?' When 
you refute or endeavour- to refute his prin- 
ciples? But if you wirt not admit this for 
fafficient watchfulnefs; but think it necefHiry 
to tpake ufe of-f&rc'e^ and the fecuhr arm^ 
'KviH be giving an opportunity fVill, or may 
be called fo, till you come to the ufe of racks 
and gibbets; nor can any. flop be put,, till 
tJiateffcftual oi;e of death itfelf is applied.. 

One reafon which your lordfl ip has made 
«fe of. in .your prefatory difcourfe for the print- 
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jng this book is, ' bccaufe it is n.t enough td 
' believe with the heart, but with the tnouttt 

• confeffioa is made unto falvation ; and not 

* Goafefling the Lord Je/us before men, ii- next 
*^to the denying him.*' p. 3. 

Your lordfliip, I dare fay, will conceive 
a man, however erroneous^ to give the beji 
marks poiGble of his ir.tegriiy^ who fuffers 
great temporal inconvenitncies^ (fuch as im<- 
prifonment, or the lofs- of a very creditable 
and handfome fupport of a family) for think- 
ings that not to confefs the Lord Jfus before 
men^ fuch as he conceives him really to bo 
in himfelf, and in office and relation to us, 
is next to denying him. But notwithftanding- 
their ir.tegr}ty\ and their fears left they Jhcu'd 
he thovght prof elyfes to \yhat they think an error 
of the utmoft confequence, yet your lordftiip 
conceives, that the want of inflidling puniOi- 
ments on thofe you call Arians^ for their no^^ 
tions, is giving an opportunity to the enem^ 
which we ought not-. 

Bu,t my lord, the opportunity which youc 
lordftiip fears fliould be givm to the enemy ^ has 
been carefully guarded againft ; and moderate 
penalties have been applied, tho' thefe whoU 
(bme-feverities, as they have been called, hav« 
proved inefFe£lual. Mr. Em'jn was fehteoCed^ 

H 4 • iy. 
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to fuffer itnprifonment for a year and a day^ wtd 
to pay a thoufand pound fine ; (that is, many 
hirpdred of pounds beyond the prifoncr*s ut- 
inoft. abilities) and to give fecuriiy for bis g6§d 
behaviour during life, Mr. WhtJlon\ cafe is 
more univerfally known, and efpccially to 
your lordihipf who is acquainted 'with bis 
expulftm from his profjjorjhipy and from a 
ic£iur€ in Cambridge^ and turned a ftarving 
vith a wife and a numerous ifTue. But fliU 
it may be faid that the opportunity is given t9 
thefe enemies to fow the tares, not with (landing 
thefe attempts: and accordingly „ ^^/^^ thefe 
gentlemeik write; and write fo well, that 
they have great weight with many that read 
them. IF fines, imprifonments, and djepri- 
vations are not fufficient to put a Aop to 
them, I fee not what can do it but greater 
e&tremicies fltU, that is, death ; which furely 
not any ^m principle of reafon^ or any ««€ 
d^^rime of Jefus Chrift can jufiify* 

Your lordftiip goes on thus : * ^he Jews 

* reckon they are forbid even by the law of Motes 

* to revile th4 gods of other nations which were 
•00 gods : but that the Son of God, whom wi 

* and all Chrifitndom adore as the God of our 

* SalvatldQ, fhouU he reviled, trampled on, 

* €tnd put to open (hame by thofe of our own 

* nation. 



I 
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^'Bfttion, m cmttn^ ^ftbi laws of the land,. 
< tf J tt;tf// tff of <jlod« ancoatronled, tvithcutf 
* i7iijf aQimadverfion^fi vnactountaile^ iotb in* 
^ prodence aad religion/' p« 158. ^ 

The reader is here told (with what jofiice 
yoDr lord&ip will coofider) that thofe whom > 
yonr lordihip is pleafed to ftile Ariatih revile^, 
trampit cn^ and put- to j open Jhame the Son tf 
God. Wheoee focfa a charge could arife I' 
canoot cooceiiw. Do they reviltj whom the/ 
sdonf Do thtf irampU o9< that perfon whom 
they daily praifi^^ Da they put ioopm Jhatne^ . 
faim» wfwtt theyv/i^i7»^ forhis kindnefs,- coq* 
defcenfioiiy Io?e and benefits towards them?' 
Sorely this muft appear very Aockisg^ to fay/ 
that a ma& .ncr/7» the being whom he dally. 
praifes^ and ^r^T)? j to si for whofe fake he daily: 
fuffers, and Is ready to undergo the fevereft -: 
trial riiiat caa be inflidedj What are the 
fliarks of kve* of graticudey and of the moft: 
profoiuid re(peft^ if a readitief** to* fabtnic to * 
any temporal incooveniencles foF' any one's -^ 
(ake i$ deemed r ruling and conumpt ? Should : 
Mr. W* retort this charge on hts adverfaries, . 
aitd openly aflert that in conleqnence of their - 
feheme^ tkcj rtoiU 4md if ample en the peerleft ^ 
auijefty of the God and lather of all; fore ti 
Ska, that every ferioos chriftian would deteftv 
she ioipQtatioOi dnd think tiua religion faf* . 
H.J, im^\ 
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fered flofore from fuch uncharitable ceafuro?,. 
than ificoald do from the deoi»l dF any pointy. 
to which the Scriptures have determified^ 

nothing, clearly. • . 

• There is but m point mere that I fhall 
. troubie your lofdfiirp with, and: that is oa 
account-of the fuggeflion which your Iord(hip. 
has made, that thofe who ijrt in authority 
have the real guilt cf bsing partal£ers of other 
mens fins, if they do not provide a fpeedy^ 
remedy to the evils your lordfhip complaint 
of; foFj qui ncn. prohihet} cum p&t^fi^ juheti 
p. 158* 

That aJTjft and proper remedy ought- to h^ 
* applied to every real evil is readily acknoW.t 
ledged ; and therefore^I declared for the ofilyk^ 
remedy that appears, ta me to be- confiftenc 
with ^i^eafoa^ and with roirelatiQa; and I a» 
heartil^y defire. that every o^a may be brought 
to fee the errors of his. ways, as^yourlord^ 
diip does* But J hope I am not a partaker of 
another* s ftm^ if I cannot come ia'to a fchcme 
o( perfecution % or if I cannot but think that 
the only proper method of dealing. wUh. rean 
(bnabie men^ is coaviflion, and the preiEng 
them wi<h arguments from realbn and reve-s 
lation. This makes me admire at what yous 
k^d (hip. alludes to, when you Climate thai 

there^ 
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ihcreis not at prcfent givca U tbe proper chatrn 
pians of our faith an opportunity to refute and 
reclaim [^a\m] from their errors, p. 158. Are 
the clergy, my lord, now rejirained from 
fearching into Scripture^ or from fearching : 
into antiquity^ in order to find proper mate- 
rials to refute any error ? Are they rejiraimd - 
from writing or hom pullijhing their thoughts ? 
Or what way of refuting and reclaiming mert 
from error is prevented by his mojejiy ? Tru6 
it is, that ' Defender of the faith is not ark 

• empty title,* ibid.' Yet permit me, my lord, • 
to exprcfs my wiflies, that if the faith can no • 
way be defended, but by finesy imprifonmehts^ > 
or deaths, that it may ever continue an empty 
fit.'e. *Tis better that that fhould be & 
empy title, than that ever it fltoold be.maifl^^^ 
rained by that which is antichtijfiani antt ' 
which if profecuted by every crowned keadj - 
mull make the chriAian .world a fcene oi ^ 
blood and cruelty. 

But by comparing what yotir !ordfhip fay? - 
here, with what you have faid p, 156. 'trs 
eafy to fee that your lordfhip Wames * ihajs 

* who are* in authority ^ that do not advife Ms 
^majejiy to give*'the fathers and paftors of our ' 

• church leave to ./peak fr thcmfelves, and ifi^ - 

* deed for the king,* i. e. that the convocation » 
fliould . deteriiune this controverfy.. That y 
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*» Tbst fi$iiU h permiftiJ t$ fit and aft id tak- 
*« ing care of that flock* of Chrift, rf which 
«« the Holy Ghoft has made them overfisers, 
*' and which tbf laws •/ iht land haw immiiUd 

Before I confider die thing propofed by 
jrour lordfliip, I caooot bat obferve, that your 
iordihip ia the former paifiige wanted the 
<ff9Vdtatick ko REFUTE errors : here 'tis to 
fu and Q&. 'I think the ufoal method in cw- 
VQc^ign is BOt to rtfute errors; 'tis not to 
{^nvinci mess jodgmeots, or to produce re^ftm 
for what they do, bbt to determine the troth 
or falfliood of a notion autbtrifativily. Syno- 
dical affairs are always tranfaAed in a judicial 
manner ; whilft frivau perjonsy i e. men iti 
aheir private capacities, nfnaliy attempt to 
nfuU 9JXJ error that happeas to arife. 

As to the method by yoar Iordihip pro* ^ 
|)ored, that Thefi wb^ an in authority are 
partakers of other aiens fins becaufe they do 
«bot fuiFer the convocatioo \ofit and aH^ I will 
Ifiy befpre your lordlbtp cbe feotiments of tw$ 
very great meo» who have been reputed or- 
naments, tlie oae of the aminn church, the 
other of oor #wii church. 

The Jirfl is, Gregory Naztanxen^ that deer 
fHtmd of Bafd. Many bUhops being met aC 

CofjfiantinofU^ 
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Csnfi^niinepU^ and rummomng this great nnntp 

who for his exa^nefs a&d fluU in fcripture 

was called the DIVINE, to that ^ttd^ he 

refufed to come ; " Experience harag taughr 

*< him how Httle good could be expefted- 

*\ from fpidis ; they u&ally wtdeoiog more 

^\ than cttriog differences. Nor will I (&y%. 

•* he) be prefeat at aay fpi9ds^ iriiere they 

** cackle like geefe or cranes : ki thoTe afiem* 

«' blies there is conteatten, and IquaKbie;. 

'* and (hameful ajflions, which were bid be- 

** fore, are there made public, men of hoftile 

** minds towards one another beiog alTemfoled 

** together V* Thefc rcflcaions were oc- 

cafioned by thofe meetings of the clergy at 

ConJUmiimplt a firft and fecond time ; and at 

other places; from whence this great DIVINE - 

found fo little comfort, that nothing could 

perfuade him to come near the^n at Jaft. So 

little did he expc£l from f^jmdi towards the 

curing of controverfial eyits. 

The^/j5t^r, is our prefcnt primate*, whofe 
judgment in fynodicai affairs every man mnft 
value and pay a wonderful deference to. 

* There is karce any thing in ahtiquiijy lays 

* he, that either mote expofed our chriflian 

* profeflion heretofore, or may more dcferve 
*our ferious coofideration at tEis day^ than 

* Dr. ff^aJUi then aichbifhop of Cantnhrr. 

% 'tlic 
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« the violence^ the pajffon^ the malice^ xhtfalje-^ 

* «//}, and the opprejjtonvthvzh reigned in moft 
•of thofe fynods that were held by Conflantint 

* firft, and after him by the following em-- 

* percrty upon the occafion of the jtrian con- 

* trovcrfy. Bitter arcahe complaints, which, 
< we are told that great emperor made of 

* them — And what little fuccefs other fynods 
''have oftentimes had, might eafily be made 

* appear, were it needful to enlarge upon (b 
♦^known and melancholy a fubjeft. Now 

* thisi ^ it h^s obliged not only the befl: 

* men, but the wifeft emperors, to be very 
« careful, how they, cither called, or encou*' 

* rag^d fuch aflemblies, unlefs .they had fome 

* reafon to hope for ^ good effe5l of them, fo ^ 

* may it fuffice to convince us flill, that neither 

* aie all times^ nor all caufis^. either proper 

* for, or worthy of, fuch meetings : and that 

* the expediency of them ought to be very . 

* clearly made out, before it can with any ^ 

* reafon be expefted, that the prince (hould 

* c^nfent to their aflembllng ' Juthon'ty. of' 
.Cbri/ljan Princes^ P-. 3<^7— ^* 

Your lor Jfliip moft certainly will fey, thdt 
the prefent ttme^ and th* prefent caufty are mofV 
Certainly prcper for^ and worthy ofy fuch meel* 
ingu * A time when the do^rlnes of our- 
^* nwft boly faith'i zni the apojlolfcal h^itmiSn 
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•'©f'the goverfimint of our church are fo vini-^ 
*"l€ntly. attacked, and in fo open and iofolcnt 
^z manner/ p. 157* » 

Permit me,, my lord> to reply to this in the 
words of' that gnat man,, our prefent metro^ 
lolitan^ • There may. be iom^ times iu whicli 

* it would t)e 2Xiog^t\itT.unadvtfeable toaflcmbl^ 

* it [a convocation.] When mens pajjions are 
•let loofe, and their minds difordered ; when 

* their . inXirefts an4 defigm \ their friends and 

* their parties^ n^y their own judgmeniSy and 

* principles^ It^xhetxi'dijirent ways ; and th^jf 

* agree in nothing fo much, as in being very^ 
^peevijh and angry with one another : whea > 
*^thcir very reafin is depraved; and ifiey 
'judge not accordhig lo iritthot evidence^ bbt 
•-with refpe^ of ptrfinsy and every one oppofes' 

* what another of' a. <//^rf^/ perfiajion tkhcr- 
^movn Of approves of: -what- good can the 
^prince propofc to himfelf, or any w//^ maa 

•hope for, from any aflembfy that can bd 

* brought together, under the unhappy in-' 
••flocncc of tHcfe, and the Hke prepoffefGom. 

. ^Jtwas/^th€ fenfe^ofi-this, made a tui/^ man^ 

* in iheHaft a^ey t^LCharks the Vth, That if 
^appeared by experience^ and^^ight from^ reafin 
^bi-dtmmfttQted^ thaf4hofe affiirs feldom fuc^ 
^xudcd Willi tx)hicb Wire to le^dom^y maoy. 



^ An& if fuck be the locopveDience to wbidr 
*-mamhr tloott, expofcs fttcfar meetiiigs^ in the 
<*beft times I fare I an^.both no/in aad:«jr-- 
^^-pirienci ^tt much morecDOvioceut^ that m-* 

* times of dcubt and ^i^^»/^/r/,. this will be the 
< -more likely to be the cafe ^ and that Qader 
« fiich circumftaoces) tbere^is little good jo be 
« expeftcd from them/ Aulborit} efChrifiiair^ 
Princes^ P- 31 6— 17* 

As to xhtcauffj upoa wbicb your l6rdfliip» 
thinks it JSt for the coiMrocatjon to^ andaSf^.^ 
Imafl: Aill reply ittibe Words o£ our mojt^ 
rivirnid"arcbbfjicp^ 

Ht would be not only-. TW/itt/is bet »tf*/arrfv 
■* for a fynod to be called to debate over agaia< 
^ the fandamentals of piety.— AU that they> 

* would gain by doing it, would be^<^Iy ihis^, 
' that they would fee their authority aad de-^ 

* finitioos defpiied by them 4 and might f^to^ 

< bably give offence to good meay a» if theyv 
' bad fo much reafoa.oo tbeir fide, or theivt 
« were fo much difScuIty la this cafe, ^at t^. 

< need the foiemotty of a convocatioo to mter* 
« fofe in iu' This his gra^e fpeafcs concern** 
log ///>//>!, and libertimis^ idia Atny the troths 
•of chriftiiinity. But th^ lih grati goes on to 
affirm, « that neither there is anylk^ of a 
*mm JjnU to declare the doQliBe of the 

* chiirfh 
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' church iQ fuch points, in which it has, by 

* a% greafj or even greater authority, been 

* before declared. A convocation may fit, 

* fays he, and draw up what creeJs and r^if- 
^ fejfions it will ; but if they cxpeft that thofe 

* who dcfpifc the authority of the aniiiKt 

* general coumih of the church Aould be con- 

* eluded by their definiuons, it will, I doubt, 

* appear that they have but flattered them* 

* felves with vain hopes : and they will find 

* too late, that thofe, who arc not to be re- 
^ flrained by what has already been deter- 

* mined, will much lefs regard any mw 
*4iciftom that can be (pade againft them/ 
ibid. /v3i3. . 

'Tts not, my lord, a crime I hope io me, 
to defire that the r^jfl/ fuprtmatj may git thi 
hettir of thi fpirituai jurifdiGton. * If the 
' meeting and acting of the convocation does 

* depend upon the grace and fleafure of the 
'• prince^ fo that they can neither affcmble, 
'nor confult, wltiiout his permiffioq, nor is 
•• he any farther obliged to iaHow of either^ 
^ than he is perfuaded their meetiog and a£Ung 

* will be for the public bcnefit-of the church 

* and kingdom*— perhaps ' his majefly may 
^ have as good or better reafons againfl their 

"« fitting under the prefent circumftances of 

* #iFairs/ than can be offered for it. ibid. p. 3, 
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The charge of partaking in ether mens fins 
is certainly very fevere : it deals about a heavy 
refleftion upon all the minfiry\ and how far 
his majejiy himfelf may be concerned, I know 
not. Every reader, I believe, will be apt to 
conceive that the charge is pointed ihcre^ a§ 
well as upon others, when your lordfi.ip fays, 
That ' Defender of the faith is not an empty 

* title : the d fence of the church of England is 

* — the foundation of the revolution^ and of 

* his majefty's fucceffion /d /Z/ /Arfl/7// p. i58. 

But what is all this grounded upon ? 6e- 
caufe a fnod is not permitted to ajfemhle^ 
where 'lis • very likely to fly into heats and 
^ parties i and after much contention, nothing 
' to be done. And then the enemies without, 
' will fmile, and telt the world, that when it 

* came to the trial, the convocation itfclf 
< could not agree, about this matter; and 

* from thence draw an untoward confequenc^ 

* againft the very doftrine itfelf [of the trinity/] 
Authority of Chrijiian Princes^ p, 330, 

I would willingly, my lord, cafl: a veil 
over this unaccountable behaviour of coundlf\ 

* where pride and ill-nature commonly do- 

* mineer ;' that I may flill- keep to that great 
man's words. JppeaL Pref p. 24. Whtn 
one fees the arts that have been ufed to con- 

dema.. 
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dctnn or to acquit a perfon, the Intrigues, the 
corruption, the malice and oppreffion, which 
appears in the very fir ft ajfemhliei of the clergy 
under Conftamlne \ and by what tricks their 
points were carried^ thtn^ and have been too 
often fince, I am borne down by the weight 
of his grace's judgment^ and cannot but acquit 
his majejiy and all others of all imputation of 
fin, in not permitting, la our prefent circum- 
ftances, \\it convocation Ko Jit and a^. 

Pardon me, my lord, for the trouble I 
liave put your lordfhip to on this occafion. 
But ^vhen the humour of addrefling, begun 
at Oxfoi d^ encouraged and promoted by the 
London clergy^ and 'tis faid ( [ do not pretend 
to fay for what end) that 'tis to be carried on 
' in many ri/ttaticns over England this fummer, 
—when this humour of addrcffing thanh for 
a loolt^ which contains the very eflence of 
ferfecuiion^ is promoted, I cannot but openly 
frotejl agaluft fuch proceedings. It fecms to 
me. an artful method of fome to catch the 
unwary, that under pretence of declaring 
againjl herefy, they may declare /^r perfe- 
cution. Your lOrdfhip, no doubt, is not 
accountable for any actions of other men. I 
therefore propofe it to the confideration of 
all thofe who are fo zealous for ihefe thanksi, 

that 
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that if this public approbatioa of your lorcS-- 
ihip's book be thus te(lifi«d» whether h br 
not iu all thofe that are coiiceroed, as that 
gnat prelati k ofteo quoted^ eacpreflTes it, t9^ 
arraigQ th« government y^f not fitfferlng tbt- 
CONVOCATION /» mnt^ ^nd t9^ teU the 
worlds tbm both the honour ^religioo, and tht- 
good of the churchy une tenarmed in U^ and 
, cannot be preferved without it. Juihoriiy of 
Chrifiian Pt in:es^ p. 5, Is not this to make 
as iKvidious a fuggejlion againft our fovereiga' 
lord king GEORGE, and againiV all in an- 
tbority under him^ «as 'tis . poffible to make f ' 
Is this fttggcAioQ fa and right at this^ time^ 
when a fpitit of faAioa is ratfed and pro- 
moted over the nation on other accponts;^ 
and when difepntents have clouded in a< 
great mea&re oiens uoderftaodings l^ 

But if thanks muft be voted, as I perceive 
the uttiverfity of Cambridge like wife hath juft 
now done, yet let the dpftrine of perfecution 
be excepted ; let the hiathens advice, which 
muft have prevented chriftianity's coming into 
the world, and muft hinder the refor mation of 
ftthlic errors in all countries^ be excepted;. - 
let the charge upon the government be excepted » 
and let the errors of the book, whatever they 
be (for which I am fure your lordftiip would' 
not accept any, on&*s thanks) be excepted, that* 

thoie 



^ofe who vote their thanks may not be 
chargeable with tbm, and then I thiafc the 
Jincirgft thanks are due to your iordihip ; nor 
would any msji more readily concur in giving 
Khem, than. 

My I^ORD, 

1 7ZX • Your Lordfliip's 

Moft obedient Servant. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

TH O* in the preceding httgr^ a fufficient 
>anfwer is given to what your lordfhip 
4iad (aid concerning punKhment for Uafphemy^ 
yet I have jndged it not improper to fuggeft 
a few things upon that topic more particularly. 

Blaffhimy is an irreligious, prernmptnonSt 
contemptaous revtliog of God. When there* 
fore your lordfliip fays, p. 159. If hi [Chrift] 
hi God, and you deny bim^ *tis hlafphemy, 
yo«r lordibip confounds an irnligiius, pn* 
fiiPipiums^ antimftuws rginling if Gid^ with 
a miflaiinmikn or ctnciptiom ofGed which has 
no contempt, m reproach, m reriliog of God 

•defigned or intended in in 

There 
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There is not a more mifchievous abufe of 
words, than to apply a term, >vhich always 
in its proper fenfe ftands for a defigned prefump- 
iuous reviling, to cafes where, no defigned 
reviling is intended. To execute therefore 
]aws, made againft real hlafphemy \ and under 
the cover of that word to draw in, as^ guilty^ 
thofe who by conftquences and conJlru&Un only, 
can be deemed bhfpbemersj is to enfnare and 
to entrap men ; 'tis to punifti perfons for 
crimes which they never thought of, and from 
their hearts abhor ; and therefore with equal 
juflice, they might be treated as felons^ or 
murderers, as they can be blajpbemers. 

Let blafphemy^ nyr lord, that which is really 
fuch, be puniQied as feverely as your lordfhip 
fifties; bui let not men be deemed thf- 
phemers by confequences, I know not where 
this evil can flop, if once this praftice /)^ould 
take place; every Calvinijl is charged wiih 
blajphemy by hii adverfaries, for making God 
the author of fin \ and he in his turn charges 
them with the fame crime^ for matntaining 
freedom if will, • 'Tis juft the fame betwixt 
proteftants ViZii papijii : each of /i^/n dealing 
about the word blafphemy^ upon the other, by 
a horrible abufe of the word, for 2i confeqwnce^ 
which is utterly, denied, and deteded, by 
thofe that are charged with it. 

When 
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When the word, blafphemy^ is applied for, 
attribut'ny io Goi what does not belong to hlm^ 
or for, denying what does belong to him^n 
thefe cafes, and fuch like, which are infinite, 
it does not fignify any vice^ but a nrjiake^ it 
does not relate to any thing ftriftly evil in a 
man, but to any error or inconfiftency of 
notion about God : *tis taken not in its proper 
end eminent fenfe, but in a large extent, for 
whatever, any way^ by confequmce^ xtmoit or 
near, hurts the name and reputation of any 
-one. To punifti men for blaffhemy^ in this 
fenfe of the word, is to punifti men, in cfFeft, 
for being fallible, and becaufe they are not 
able to fee all the confequetxces, that thofe of 
the moft ^WW underftandings really, or in 
imagination, do fee. A punifliment which 
where 'twill fall *^ no man fj« foretell, every 
"*' good man fears/' 
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Remarks upon a BILL now depending 
in Parliament, entitled, A^bill to 
prevent fmts fsr tythes^ where none^ net 
any c^mpofition f^r the fame have been 
paid mthin a certain number of years ^ - 

By a Reverend PRELATE*. 

THE law coocerning exemption from 
i)ibes as it ftands at prefcnt, is thus : 
If tythe be demanded by the incum* 
beat, atld the proprietor of the lands pleads 
an txtmpuany the iacumbent infifts upon com- 
mon right as the general rule of law ; and it 
refts upon the proprietor to prove the exemp- 
tion. And there is great reafon it fhould be 
fo; bccaufe in all cafes, whoever pleads exemp- 
tion from a general rule, is bound to afDga the 
fpecial grounds and reafons, of fach exemp- 
tion 5 And becaufe in this particular cafe, it is 
fuppofcd that the proprietor of the lands has 
the evidences in his hands; and it cannot be 
fuppofed that he or his anceftors would pay for 
an eflj^e as tythe free, without clear evidence 

• Dn Uirloek, then bilhop oiSalifiury. 

I 2 . that 
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that it was fo ; when they knew the law to be 
fuch, that an incumbent would have it in his 
power at any time to demand tyihe of .com- 
mon right, and mu.ft prevail, if Je^al evidence 
of the exemption coHld aot be produced. 

But by this new bill, the proof ftall not reft 
upon the proprietor of the lands, who isfuppof- 
ed to have the evidences of it in his hands, and 
he and his family concerned in intereft topre- 
ferve them -, but the proof that payment has been 
made within the term of years to be fixt by 
this bill, if it pafs into a law, is to reft upon 
the incumbent ; who comes a ftranger to the 
parifti, unacquainted with what was done in the 
limes of his predecefTors, and not like to be 
affifted by the parifhioners, confidering the in- 
tereft they have, and the influences they are 
oft times under. 

In this way, exemptions may eafily be fet 
up for all landf, the tythe whereof has not'' 
been taken in kind, but (which is the moft ufu- 
al method) paid in money, whether as a mo- 
dus^ or upon the foot of a pcivate agreement 
between the incumbent and proprietor. For 
the receipts for the money are in the hands of 
the proprietor, and the fucceeding incumbent 
may know nothing of any agreement made ; or 
if be do^ he canaot oblige him to produce the 

receipts 
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feceipts in proof pfi^ Whereas the law, as it 
/iiands at prefent, by which he is enabled to fue 
for tythe of common rights and prevails, if the 
jproprietor do not prove the exemption, efFec- 
fuaily fecures the clergy againft all fuch frauds 
and impofitions, and nothing elfe can efTeda* 
ally fecure them. 

Many of the re£lories impropriate belpnging 
to biihops, deans, and chapters, and other cc- 
clefiaflicaf perfons, and to the colleges in the 
t\ivo univerfit^es, are, and have long been, ia 
the hands of lords of roannors, or other pro- 
prietors of lands within the fame pariChes ; which 
leafes defcend from father to Ton, and enable 
them to let their own eftates tythe-frcc. And 
all lands, which by reafon of fuch unity of 
pofleiEon, fliall have paid no tythe within the 
term to be limited by this ad, are exempted 
by it from paying tythej^r ever. 

Some of the religious orders, particularly 
the Cijierdansy were privileged from paying 
tythe of lands while they' continued in their occu" 
fatioKy and not otherwife. And though all the 
lands of the religious came into the hands of 
the crown, and from the crown to the grantees^ 
in the fame manner as the religious enjoyed 
them ; yet by this biU, if the gtantee of the 
1 3 crown 
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Crown Oiall have kept fuch lands in bis owa 
occupation^ during the term therein to be li* 
tnited, ail incumbents are deprived forever 
of the right they had to tythe, vrhen fuch 
lands (bould be occupied by a tenant. 

Warrens, woodlands in particular countries^ 
and lapds that have lain wafte, from all which' 
ty the would be due, if converted into arable 
or pafture, will be entitled t(^ a perpHual ex* 
emption by this a£b ; and it may have the lik« 
eie£l in many other cafes^ not. now foreieen. 

If it be candidly confidered, by how many 
«i\dvre ways exemptions may and do grov^ we 
ihall fee no reafon to take from the cUrgjr any 
ftdvarntages againft them, which the law gi?e^ 
as it ftands at prefent. Some difitculties have 
Deen mentioned already, which cannot be a-> 
voided by incumbents, though never fo carefu V 
and wholljf fi^ from reArdnts and mfluences 
pf ^I kipda 1 1 mean their coming fttangers to^ 
their tii4ng8» a»d the difficulty of procuring 
evidence among^the parii)iio&crs« But beiides 
thefs, the clergy who come in unaeudommed 
to fbcular affairs, are more liable to he impofed 
vponthan others ; and fome of t|iem are not fo* 
careful of the rights of their church, as might 
be wi(hed> for want of refleAing that they are 

nob^ 
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not barely concerned in iatereft for their own 
tioie, but are morieover tbe guardians of thofe 
rights for the uk of their fucceflbrs* Some 
are unaAive and fedentary, aad care not 10 
enter into enquiries, which may lead them into 
troohlefome law-fuits : Others are not in need, 
and forefeeing the uneaiinefs they ihall raife 
to themfelTes by coatefling e^&emptions, fit flill 
and acquiefce : Others are poor, and haye not 
money to fupport contefts with rich meQ> and 
fo m^ acquiefce : Many are known to come in 
under the refiraiot of general bonds of reiig- 
natioQ, with h^avy penahiesj and mufl either 
go on to indulge tbe eftate of the patrpn, or be 
ruined : Many liviogs are given to the fons or 
near relations of pa rons, wha are naturally 
difpofcd to be rcfpeftful to the ellate of the 
£unllyi and if others alfo did not the fame, 
they are fometimes thought very ungrateful for 
the £avour of their prefentation. Many of the 
poorer livings all over England ^xt held by fe« 
queftration^ without either inflitution or ia- 
duAton ; and the dergy who officiate in them, 
not being properly incumbents^ cannot bring 
fuits for the right to tythe \ and if an incum- 
bent come in, who is willing and able to do tc, 
&e will be wholly precluded by this aA after a 
' certain number of years,^ 

1-4 It 
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It IS eafily feen, how difcontiiiuances of paj^- 
iDcnt may have grown by any one or more of 
thcfe ways; and it would be very unreafonable, 
that fuch difcootihuances, to which allthetythes 
in the kingdom are expofed, (hould be tntnetl 
into perpetual exemptions, for no other reaibn^ 
but becaufe it may now and then bedoubtfiriy 
and need the determination of the law, whether 
a particular parcel of land is really exempt or 
not. And it would be extremely hard, that 
the livings and the fucceflbrs in them, (houM 
be made to fufFer without arty poffibility of 
remedy, by the poverty, indolence, or unhappy 
compliances of their predeceflbrs ; who may 
have fatisfied their minds with this, that it 
would be in the power of their focceffors, at 
any time^ to do right to themfelves and their 
church againft pretended exemptions, by ex- 
erting their claim to tythe of common right ; 
little fufpefting, that this ancient right would 
beextinguifhed by any future lawi when th6 
jftanding rule of all' court's, Civil and ecclefia- 
fiical, fince the r(/orw5//^« as Wdl as before, 
had been, that no plea de non decimando ought 
to be admitted ; and when it appeared not, 
that ihtjujiice and equity of that rule had at 
any time been called in queftion by the legi- 
llature. 

Tho* 
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Tho' the prcfent bill goes no further thao , 

to eflabliih a perpetual exeisption upoQ a pa/l 

difcoiitinuance of payment of tythe ; yet as the 

Icveral cau/es and occafions of thofe difcontinu- ' 

ances hitherto, will fUll remain and have the 

lfke«cffe€l, (particnlarly, the infifting upon 

general bonds of refignation, is well known to 

be far more common, and more openly and 

avowedly praAifed, of late days, than ever ;) 

fo wU there be- the fame ^xtt&XicehireafUr for 

oew a^^ toeftablHh exemptions, under colour 

ofiofsof evidence^ and preventing law fuits, 

and qutetiog pofleflions ;. and, in this way, 

there muft be a gradual diminution of the 

maintenance of the clergy in every generation, 

if they be deprived of the benefit they now 

have, of claiming tythe by common right* 

From thcfe confideraiions, and from the 
manifeft difadvantages the clergy lie under in 
being far lefs ablg to kn^iu^y and prove^ and. 
ajfert their rigkts, than thofe who enjoy eflates 
by inheritance 5 no ftatutes for limitation of fuits 
have ever been extended to the revenues of 
the church, but the fucccflbrs have hitherto 
been left at full liberty to ajfert their rights, 
at any time. So that it is very groundlefly 
infinuated in the preamble to this bill, that the 
datute of Edw. tthy on which it pretends to 
I 5 found 
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fauDd itfelf, had created a prefcriptioa of fc^tj- 
year$, fo as to debar the clergy of thpfe days- 
from dmmi&g tythe in any •ihtr manaer thaa 
they had been paid within that terni) aod^ 
ffom claiming any at all, if Iand<a had not pmd 
'aay at ail for fo loog a tim^ For the m>rd9^ 
of th^ a£t are, that all praedial tytbea (hall 
be paid, infuch manmr and fwm a% hath bm^ 
ff right yielded and paid within fifriy years wxt 
ki/hre the making of ibi$ a^^ OR of right or 

CUSTOM OUGHT TO HAVE BBBK PAID» The 

ttieaiMDg of that retrolpeft id forty years waa^ 
plainly this \ that in the infancy of the refirma^ 
ti^n many of the people weie RnwilBog to. pay 
tythes to the proleftant clergy, and did not bc^ 
Iiev« tbey had any title to ihtm ; as Is plainly^ 
intimated in the preatnbles to two formec ad» 
for the payment of tythe^,. 27 //. 8. c. 20* and' 
32 Z;^ 8 c. 7. Againft whom it is plainly the 
intention of this a<S^, to provide that they (hall 
be obliged to pay tythes to iht protejiani incum- 
bents, as punAually, as they had paid them to^ 
x\itpopiJh\ and if they do not, that they (hall^ 
be liable to temporal coercion, as well as cc- 
clefiafHcal cenfures. So that the aft of Edw. 
t, was made wholly in favour of the clei^, 
and to facilitate the recovery of their tythes ;. 
and then, as to the right, though no tythe at 
all had been aftually paid within that terro> • 

the 



tfte powef pf fuittg for it is fully referved by 
rhe additiooal ^ords^ or of right qr cus- 
tom OUGHT u havi been paid-^hhif \rx a 
fubfequcot daafe (fedl. 4.) all exetpptions aad 
difcharges from tythe, are left to (land or fall 
according to the lawsia beiog, before thata^; 
provifioa being only made, that if they were 
really.exempt before, they (hould not be made 
liable to pay tythe by any thing in the aft. 
Whereas the prefcnt bill i& wholly in favour 
of the pariOiioners againji the clergy, and 
takes from incumbents the known and efta- 
bliflied [mvilege of claiming tythe of common 
right ; and, after a difcontinuance t)f payment 
for a certain time, utterly deprives them of their 
right, even though they (hould be able to 
prove it by records and evidences of undoubted 
authority. 

But if that retrofpefl to the; forty years *^- 
yjr^theadl of Edward ih^ Vlth, had bceD 
made the only role of the clergy's right ; it had 
been a much more favourable rule, thah the 
like, or even a larger term of years before the 
making of this aft, would be. Every one- 
knows in what view tythes were confideredia 
the times to which that retrofpeft reaches, and 
how religious the people were in paying theim 
to the full. But it is to be feared, that in lat- 
er days that antient principle has loft much of 
Id its 
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its force There is one whole feft among its, 
who plead confcieiice for refufing to pay any 
tythe at all. Another fort, however confcien- 
tious in not converting tythes to their own ufc, 
do certainly think them better employed to- 
wards the maintenance of popifh priefts than 
proteftant incumbents. And the people, ia 
general, are not eafily brought to feel the force 
of that unanfwerable argument for the clergy'is 
right to tythe, that they or their anceftors 
purchafed no more than nine parts. 

One great pretence for this bill, is the lofs of 
€Vtdinct\ namely, origiaal grants from the 
crowQ, and other evidences relating to them. 
Concerning which, it may*well be fuppofed in 
general, that families are very careful in prc- 
ferving the evidences of their cflatcs; and 
what preferves the evidence of the eftate ex- 
empted, preferves alfo the evidence of the ex- 
emption. Thefe are, of courfe, tranfmitted 
from father to fon , and, being grants from the 
crown, were to be recorded and prefe^ved in 
chancery, and may probably be found there ; 
and in naany cafes, fufficient evidence, whether 
lands arc exempt or not exempt, may be had 
from the office of augmentation^ which is open 
CO every fubje£l, and contains the flate of the 
lands and impropriate tythes of many reli- 
gious- houfes (as they capic to the crowa^ and 
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hf coofequence to the grantees) under the 
names of the houfes to which they belonged^ 
aad with accounts of their being in leafe or 
manual occupation at the time of the diflb"- 
lutlon ; upon which circumflanee?, th? point 
of exemption or no-exeraption chiefly depends. 

All fuch records, in what hands foever, if 
fairly produced, may be proofs agalnft pri-- 
/^«if^exempiions, as well as proofs yir real 
cms ; and yet this bill not only puts the pro- 
prietors of ttie lands under no obligation to 
declare in a legal manner that the evidences are 
really loft, or to produce them, If not loft ; 
but, after a term of years in which no tythe 
has been paid, the. fuccefTor of one or more 
incumbents who were indolent, or ignorant of 
their rights, or under undue reftraints frotti 
claiming them, is utterly debarred by it from 
claiming tythe, tho' he ftiould be able to prove 
never fo clearly from records to which he caa 
have accefs, that there could be no legal ex- 
emption. 

As to the other pretence for this bill, viz. 
the preventing diflereaces and law-fuits, a free- 
dom from them, and a quiet and peaceable 
enjoyment of our own, are certainly very great 
bleffings ', and the greater the bleffings are, the 
greater is their guilt, who will not luiFcr their 
Dcighbours to enjoy them on any terms, but 

the 
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tiie giving up their juft rights,, and the necef* 
hrj fubfiflence of themfelves apd their families.' 
But on which fide the breach of peace and 
firiead(hip, as occafioned by fuits for tythes# 
does chiefly ]ie, appears from calculations tbat 
have been made by pra£litioners in the court 
of exchequer, which Ihow that the iaftances^ 
wherein the profecutors for tythes hzvc failed^ 
. bear no kind of proportion to the number of 
iiiftances ia which they \ivit prevailed \ and, z% 
to the number of fuits, many of them have 
been the fuits of lay impropriators, and not 
parochial incumbents. So far are the clergy 
from being juftly chargeable either with mul- 
titudes of profecutions, or with bringing fuch 
fuits as have been deemed vexatious or frivo- 
lous : The truth lies on the other fide, that 
thro' the unwillingnefs or inability of fome to- 
engage in troublefome and expenfive law- 
fuits, and thro* the reAraints and influences- 
which others have been under, the rights c£ 
their churches have greatly fufFered^ and bg^ 
degrees been loft. 
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'Jmmadverjhns $n the Receding 
Remarks. 

TH E reverend prelate firft lays down the 
LAW as, he fays, rt ftaods at prefent ; li 
wilh that he would vouchfafe to lay down 
SEASON. Wbea a bill depends in parliament, 
the legiHature are ta confider what ought to be 
, iawy and not what is law j for if they were 
bonn(} by cufVooas or fiatutes, they would be. 
vfelefs to the people^ who often find themfelves 
aggrieved by the ufage and inftitutions of 
former times, againft which they can hare na> 
relief, but from the legiflaiive power. 

The htjbop obfervea, thar as the law now 
Hands, .^* If tythe be demanded by the incum- 
** bent, and the proprietor of the lands pleads* 
<< an exemption, the incumbent infills upon 
" common rights as the general rule of law, and 
*^ it refis upon the proprietor to prove the ex* 
•' emption.'* And he thinks, there is great 
reafon it ihould be fo ; '< becaufe in all cafes, 
^ whoever pleads an exemption from a general 
^ rule, is bound to ai&gn the fpecial grounds 
^< and reafoos of fuch exemption." But he^ 
ought to have told us, not that the incumbent 
infills upon common rights which we all knowf 
but wly he Jbould inM upon common right, 

which 



408 T^be Pillars of PaiESTCRAFf 
which the wife/l of us cannot account fof- 
What is admitted ia courts of judicaturcf 
ought not to determine us. . The quefiioQ 
now is, Whatjhould be allowed by aht'wMh legs* 
Jlature f And thoiigh it is Certain that when a 
proprietor of lands pleads an exemption in 
iVeJlminfter-Hall^ it refts upon him to prove if, 
yet it may well be confidered in a houfe ofcctn" 
monsj whether that ^looi ought to reft upon him. 

If the cafe of tythes be fairly and juftly con- 
fidered, many objedlions will arife againft its 
being a cafe of common right ; which muft in 
parliament be /r/W, not by common law, but by 
common fenfe. , There can be .no right in the 
world but that which arifes from nature, and 
the reafon of things: Shew us from thence 
that the clergy have a right to maintenance 
from the laity, and we will then allow that 
the laity ought to maintain them. No obli- 
gation can be laid on any one, unlefs an equi- 
valent really received creates it.; We do not 
owe the king himfelf allegiance, bat on the 
terms of equal protefl:ion ; and we cannot owe 
the clergy tythes^ but on the terms of an equi' 
valent. Where then is this equivalent > Or, 
why fliould the clergy exa^ tythes^ as arifing 
to them oi right? 
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Ko f&aa by coofcicace, or for his own hap* 
pifiefsy or for the poblic good, is obliged to 
conform to any church, or advife with any 
prieft, but fiich as hioifelf approves. On' the 
contrary, to compel bis conformity againft his 
opinion, is agaioft all confcience, againft his 
own happtnefs, and the public good. If he 
does conform to that church of his own choice, 
it is for fome advantage ; and fo far as he con- 
forms and enjoys that advantage, fo far is he 
tnder an obligation, and owes a maintenance 
to that clergy, from whom he receives an equi-* 
valent. But if he cannot and does not con« 
form, what advantage does he receive ? What 
obligation is he under, or what maintenance 
does he owe to any one ? le may be neceflary 
that priifisj as well phyjicians, (hould be pro- 
vided, for the c-ureof yift/f as well as oi bodUs. 
But woi^id it not be very unreafonable that 
the lanilf^ (hould oblige us to give phyficians r^- 
iainingfeesy and compel us to maintain them, 
by paying them- when we do not want them, 
as mucn as when we do want them ? Is it not 
fufficient that they are paid when they are ap- 
plied to ? And is there any difference between 
fhyficians and priejis^ which creates a greater 
obligation to the latter than to the former l^ 

Men 
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Men having a natural right and a legal tblr-^ 
ration to' choofe their own religion, do often* 
aflbciate themielves in particalar churches, and" 
diflcnt from the national fedV, or eftabli&ed' 
church. Every member oJF zfepwrau church 
fiahds obliged to (bpport his cwn paftor,whilft 
he reforts to him ; and (hall he alfo ftand obli^ 
ged to fupport a parochi4d paftor^- whom he 
never reforts to i Shall he not only pay the 
prieft whom he applies to, but likewife one 
whom he never applies \^i By the fame rnte^- 
he might not only (land obliged to fee the 
phyfician who attends him, but alfo one who- 
sever attends him* And might not the fame 
pretence be laid claim to hf the phyfician ar 
by the prieft, that he whom the Jiau fhall 
choofe, is as ready to undertake the ture^ as 
he whom the patUnt fliall choofe i 

If this be the cafe^ I do not tee bow the 
clergy can foe their pari&cs for 4yth of 4^m^ 
fMtt rights any more than that phyfidans can^ 
fue for p^rccbwl fas. And. therefore why 
ihould this be fufiered to continue ^mmon kw t 

If then the clergy have not from reafon and 
nature a common right to tythe^ ih$ laity have 
a common right to ixemptioni and therefore 
when a pridl (hall fae for tytbe, if the pariOi 

pleadi 
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plead an exemption, the gentral rule oiyoX&c^ 
"Bvill be on their fide». and the prieft (land 
%ound to ailiga the JpeciaJ groundt znA nafons 
of his pretence toift^fi 

The reverend prelate imagines, that ** It caa- 
** not be fuppofed -that the proprietor or his 
*' anceftors would pay for an cftate zi tythe- 
•• free, without dear evidence that it was fo ; 
*^ and therefore he at all limes ought to prove 
** that it is fo/' But every man knows that 
in any other cafe, a long difcontinuance of 
aa incumbrance will' legally be an avoidance of 
that incumbrance ; and therefore it is, that 
quiet ppdeffion^ eQJpycd for a confiderable 
timei is a g^d title in Uw, whatever aaciettt 
claim (hall b$ renewed. Thi^ is well Jcqpwo, 
and isveryreafooable; wlkereas the power of 
the clergy to demand and recover tytbe pf 
.common rights agaioft a long enjoyment of 
diicontiauancey is neither well known nor in* 
any degree reafonable^ So that men may 
very eafily pay for eftates as tytbe-free, io- 
cafe there hath been a long difcontinuance ; 
and fnch a purchafe ought to be entitled to< 
exemption, juft as it is in the cafe of quit-rents i 
if they are long difcontinued, they cannot be 
legally laid claim to ; for the law fuppofes< 
seafonably that they were diiccmtinued, either 

becao& 
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bccaufc they were not due, or elfe by agree- 
ment. And after a long eourfe of time, evi- 
^dence naturally grows dark or deficient, in 
which cafe the law will not difturb poflefEon, 

If the law in any cafe does allow exemptions^ 
,from iythe, as it does in many, why net in all? 
Since if it is not an injury to one incumbent* 
t&at (lis pariftiioners are exempt, it cannot be 
to any. And if it is a common good done to one 
parifh, it is o( common right due to ali in the 
kingdom ; which miay well be confidered by the 
Icgiflative power. 

All this having its due weight, gave rife ta 
the bill now depending in parliament, by 
which the proof of exemption (hall not reft 
tipoti the proprietor of land, who Sti many cafes 
hath no title to thte land itfelf, mu(fh lefs to 
enjoy It tythe-free, other than that which arifes 
from long and quiet poffeffion : An evidende 
fufficient at all times ; and indeed no better fs 
demanded Iff any cafe, except where the clergy 
are concerned. 

Inftead of obliging theland-oumers^ as by the 
laws in being they are obliged to prove a fpe- 
cial exemption, the bill now depending enaAs, 
that the clergy ftiall prove a fpocial right ta 
tythe, it having been proved, beyond contra- 

diftiooy 



and Orthodoxy Jhaken, , 213 

diflion, that they have nota common right by 
.reafon or the nature of things. 

The reverend prelate -pretends, that this proof 
ought not to lie upon them, *' Bccaufe they 
•* coroeftrangers to their parifhtis, unacquainted 
•* with what wgs done in the time of thdr 
^* predecefTors, and not like to be affifted by 
•'the parilhioncrs, confidering the intereft 
.*' they have, and the influences they are pfit 
'* times under,'* , . 

This will not by any means bear the teft.of 
examination ; for a clergyman muft come into 
a pariih with a very odious charafter indeed, 
•that no man will give him affiAa'nce. It Is 
^ery eafy to know by /ivmg witnejfes^ what 
/hath been done, within forty years. p%f^ by his 
ipredeceflbr^. And let the general intereft or 
influence be ever fo much ;igainft him, fome 
perfons will certainly adhere to him. If he be 
.^ worthy man, he need not dcfpair offufficient 
friendfhip and afliftance. If he be the worft 
man alive, he will fiviA fome perfons for their own 
.profit, arduous to give him informations, and 
to court bis favour \ nay, if deferted by all 
men, flill he may file a hillof difcovery in the 
C9urt of exchequer^ agalnft whom he pleafes 5 
and can never want evidence^ if he is not with- 
out right: An advantage which the prelate 

prudently 
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pradently concealed, when Jhe fet forth thek 
pretended difficulties* 

It is- therefore pcultryJluff'^VxAi hath dropt 
from this prelate'^ ^rx^ to fay, that receipis 
which incumbents give ilni land-etvners^ where 
there is a mcJus or an agreement^ remain in the 
liands of thofe land owners ^ and that Ivcceed- 
ing incumbents cannot have recourfe to fuch 
receipts. He very untruly fays, that incum- 
bents cannot compel fuch receipts to be pro* 
<luced ; If they are minded to fue for tythe^ 
they may at the feme time fu€ for evidence j 
and on the difcovery of the latter, they cfFeCf 
tually may recover the former. But where 
the tytbes are paid in kind, the church-wardem 
ov'^cers who collefied them, may be fum- 
moned on any trial, and give an account upon 
oath) viva'voc/j what bath been the ufage: AU 
which the reverend prelate conceals, nay denies ; 
which in one fo well acquamted with thefe 
affairs is inexcufable, and in one of his iofy 
tbaraSier is much to ht lamented. 

As to reGwiis imprtfrmte^ leafed by eMegi$y 
hijh9p5y deans and chapUrsy which may contiiuie 
by fuch leafes in particular families more thaa 
■ forty yearsy and by the lejfees may be let' to 
under tenafits ^the-frn^ ia which cafe there . 
wiU arife a ^#i^i«<r/ excinplioQ : I dare wder^ 
4 7 ^ake 
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<take to anfwer for the wifdom and circom* 
ffpedlion of thofe bodies or perfoos thus 
})oflefled oi impropnaiions^ that if this law (hall 
pafs, they will never grant any leafe allowing 
the leffees to let them tythefree forty years to- 
gether, or in any manner whatever which 
may create an exemptioa. Ecclefiafticks are 
4iot ufed to be cither fo negligent or fo difmte^ ' 
rejieii nor arc they likely to be fo, ^efpecially 
^ter this bljhop hath favoured them with fo 
timely a precaution. 

Some of the religious orders, particularly 
the Cifiercians^ were, it feems, privileged from 
.paying tythes of lands, whilji thojjs lands conti- 
nued in their occupation. When the crown 
.refumed thofe lands, they were granted to be 
held in fuch manner as thofe monks enjoyed 
them s and yet the htjhop complains that if this 
bill take place the exemption will not ceafc, 
•tho' the grantees do not occupy the lands 
them/elves^ but the lands are occupied by a 
tenant. Neither can I fee why itjhould^ it bet- 
ing much more due to indujlrims landed mm^ 
than ever it was to la%y^ idle^ fuperjiitious 
noaks, Ae vermin and locujls f/* mankind. 

<« Warrens, woodlands, and lands that 
«< HAVE i^ZN WA^TE^ fays tb$ bijb9p^ from 

' all 
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«« rfl -which' (yft&^ K;da/i ^f due^ if converted fo- 
** 10 arable or fajfurty will be entitled to a 
** perpetual exemption by this aft. 

Is this then an argument againfi the la^ 
j^opofed ? In my bumble app.reii^nfipa there 
qan be none Wronger yZr any bill whatever. It 
is well known that the waste l.an.ps of this 
Hingdom would be of infinite value, if coa- 
yeried into arahU ov pajiure. . They would be 
an addition to the wealth of the kingdom, of 
greater value than the prefent national dehu 
And can there be too great encouragement 
given to improve them ? Or can a greater dif- 
couragement be in the way, than that, after 
fo much labour and expence to improve them 
(wherein the clergy bear no ^are) they (hall in 
zfew years time, juft when they become of any 
value, fall under the heavy incumbrance of 
tythe^ and pay a tenth part of their neat produce 
to tlofe clergy, which is a perpetual lAViD tax 
on the kingdom of two shillings Jn the 
paund^ and, without improving wajle landsy 
amounts to above a million per annum? Who 
would improve wajle lands on fuch conditions ? 

This charitable prelate^ who thro' the whole 
argumeht is fo kind to the laity^ as every where 
to fuppofe them rogues and thieves^ continually 
and unanimoofly cheating the posr clergy of their 

righteous 
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"righteous does ; I (ay, this very charitable pre* 
late, comes now to befpeak oar candour for 
\!he clergy, and exhorts us to believe, " That 
" tiey are unaicujiamed to fecular affairs^ are 
** more liable to be impofed on than others^ and 
^ fame of them not fo cAreful of the rights of the 
^ church, as might be wijhed. Some, he fiiys, 
^ are knaSfive and fedentary^ and care not to 
*** engage in . troublefome law-Tuits: Others 
^ are not in need> and forefeeing the uneafinefs 
<* occaiionedby cGfntefls, fitftill and acqniefce : 
*< Others are poor, and not able to carry on 
^^ contefts, and fo muji acquiefce : Many come 
^< in under the reftraint of general bonds o£ 
** rcfignatlon, ^i^ heavy penalties, and fomuft 
'< go on to indulge the eftate'ofthe patroni or 
<* benuned: Many livings are given to the 
^s fons or near relations of patrons, which 
** creates a natural difpofition to be refpeAful 
<* to the eftate of the faidily ; and if others alfo 
*• do not the fame, they are fometimes thought 
" nngrateftti for the favour of their prefen- 
•• tation.'* Thb is the general cafe of the 
clergy, in the candid bifhop's account. 

Thofe who have nothing to gain by flattering 
the dtrgy, may poffibly give another account of 
them. Who, in the name of Modejty, would 
think them unacquainted with' fecular affairs, 

VOL. III. K that 
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^that fees them fo bufy in flioals at Wejiminfier- 
Hall J fo conftant qt hvee^^ fo aiCduous ia 
drawing roemsy and fo ambitious for power ? 
Is the prefeotarion to a living to be coniidercd 
z% ^fpiriiual ox bitemporal cM I And when wc 
fee the whole body ftudy the gofpelfor the 
fake oifo much a yar^ who can fay that thq 
pod men are whoUy unacquainui with fecular 
^Jfairs ? ' 

' Would aay man Itnagioe-from tlieargtinient 
sow under coniideration, that tbe^ifiop who 
framed it Is or^ of the ht^s of an order, ttn^ 
acqtuiintid with fecular offair»? I caanot but 
do him the juAice to fay, that h is hard tc^ 
decide, whether he ftiewed more acotenefs va. 
defence of the cbri/iuin rdigUn or the .greut cafe 
of tyihes ? 

No man ^ould thmk from jhe clamour ajid 
eut'cry which oil of them make againft this 
bill, that ihey are more liable to be impofed on 
than others. No man would think it whorons 
over the lijls hanging up in the iXtbequer^^ce^ 
of caufes to be heard in that court. Nor did 
any man ever come among tvco ox three priejfs 
at any time, but their tythesznA their duestQBde 
a part of the converfation. Let any one.go to 
ChiJd^s or the Chapter coffee-houfe^ whenever 
he pleafes, and he .will 6onAantij e)^perience 

the 
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the truth of this obfcrvaiion. If gentlem^a 
jrecolIe(5l the behaviour of the clergymen m 
iheir feveral countries, they will find that the 
necejfities of fome, the avarice of others, and the 
luxury of many,. continually put th^p on rack- 
ing dLiiifqueezing their parifljioners.: that thofe 
who feldom refide on their livings, are out of 
the reach of uneafinefs occafioned by exactions 
and cootefls : That- thofe who haunt levee% 
and follow great perfpas, and aim. at preferr 
menty cannot other wife fupport theexpence q^ 
censing to town, and living far diAant from 
thfir curesy but by extortion and lowrjtdts,: 
Th^t young clergymen in fmall livings hope fOjr 
great ones, and do not much regard the ill will 
of parifhioners : That they have all the famp 
appetites which other men have, and having 
more power, do more to gratify their lufts : 
That having been bred expcnfively in univcr- 
filics, they wM frequently live above their in- 
comes ; and fpending all and more than alf, 
make their pari(hioners eternally uneafy, and 
leave thejr families certain beggars. There is 
00 man alive of any experience, but hath feen 
numberiefs inftances of thefe praflices. And 
how fuch men as thefe can be defcribed as 
a$ wholly unacquainted with fecular ajfairs, or 
more likely to be impofed on than other s^ cannot 
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pij^hly be done^ without the be!p of this bifliop^ 
-^anijbing candour^ 

I vill be fo juft to the rrvtrend prelate as to 
admit, tbat^m^ among the cUrgf zttfedentary 
and una&ive men ; nay, I will allow with 
.j^IeaTare, far from being unduly prejudiced 
agahifttbdr order, thaty^m^ among them are 
llk^wife dtfinierefied and bumarM Such may 
%bmt\imi% weeve tMt legal rights hither than 
engage in eontefls. Ko man of fenfe will mif- 
Teprefentany man,or "body of men ; but to fay 
that this order hath a greater proportion of 
fiich per(ons than falls to thek fliare, comparM 
with the mafs of mankind, is grefs znAftd/ime 
"flattery } I might fay downright faJJboMl^ had I 
tiot fome concern for the epifiopalebaraifer. 

We all know what human nature is, and 
ibat ^e unlive or fedentary^ the dijinierejed 
at bunutna are "very few m number, compared 
with the mukitudi^f amUueusj tneranary. and 
affreffivimeax indeed Aoft men are fuch, if 
favovred by fvwer or ^p^rtunify; neither is 
there any way to nuike then) otherwife, but by 
allowing thein as Utile fewer andasyiu; tppcr* 
sumtiis as poffible* Wherein doth the popijb 
and pretefiant clergy differ but in this, that the 
former, bdng allowed by law greater fcope 
lor inavery and tbieveryy do much more cheat 

and 
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»nd plunder the people, whHc the latter, ha?- 
kig /^yi law on their fides, are bsnejl^ at ^ 
leaft harmUfs^ iti proportion tothe reftrainti - 
upon them ; as indeed are the bulk of man^ 
kind, which ail vfWY allow who have much 
Gonveried among them^ 

This being the nature of »rr»y aad confer 
quently of friifts^ who ate at no time UtHr^ 
bat are very often worfi than oibtr men^ having 
greater taihudi of doing wrong, having thefr 
holy orders to command refpeit» and their /?« 
cred charaHir to cover much reproach $ b^v- 
ing alfo the awful name and word of God 41" 
mighfy to make ufe of for the advancement of 
worMy tnUrefii zni: filfijh views \ with what 
pretence of candour ox of honejly can any one 
defcribe them to be men wholfy unacquainted 
with fecular affairs^ and more likely to be impofei' 
on than other people ? Or how can it be fug- 
gefted, that thro' this excefs oi grace and vtrtue^ 
their le^al rights are in greater danger of be- 
ing loft, by the limitations of fuits at law de* 
fjgned in the bill depending, tban thofe riglus 
belonging to the reft of mankind' are, under*- 
the feme reftriftions. 

This reverend prelate imagines, that many 
iocambents of livings neglefllng their own 
K: 3^ katereftlA 



2 22 T^bi Pillars i?/" Priestcraft 

jpterefts thought that they did no wrong as the^ 
Ibj-mifed that their fucceflors would have an eafy 
inethod to recover their rights on the gen rat 
rule of commoQ law, never fufpedltng that the 
kgiflatiye p$wer would at any time queftion th^- 
€quiiy and jufilce of thaj ruJc, which he £iys, 
vi3^s part of papery itfelf, and was never once 
ilruck at fmce the refirmatm. 

Muft then ^t folly and dotage df a few fu- 
plne eccljiajltcks^ who never imagined that wc 
fliould queftion what was e^al and juji^ de- 
tar us from the enquiry, and forcclofe the 
queftion for ever ^ If a general rule is not built 
on equity and jtjlice^ it is againft the general 
inte-e/i^ and ought no longer to be a general rule, 
whoever have been miftaken in Xhtit ftmpU 
.conjedurcs, or whatever private men may be 
damaged in perfmal interefts. Let it alfo be 
confidered, that cuflom and ufage, the more 
ancient it is, the more liable it is to be ctrrvpt^ 
and therefore more fit to be examined. The 
reformation^ however happily obtained, or be- 
.neficial to us, left many errors and enortpitles 
unreformcd : Befides, new crimes and corup- 
tions naturally arife ux the courfe of time, 
which may make reformation as neceflary now 
as it was twq hundred jcars ago. And which 
cocrugtioas,, tf they coatiiiu« or fpread, will 

one 
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one day make it }a A the fame thing as if no*^ 
reformation had ever been at all. 

Thofe who refleft on the rife and progrels- 
of x\\t reformation^ muft know, that the paffions 
of Hdrry the eighth had a much" greater (hare 
in that work than iheinterefts of the people j 
and however the latter demanded it, y^t it 
was done to gratify the former. No wonder 
then that a prince, whofe principal view was 
to cftablifti himfcif in the place and power of 
the papi, /hould fulFer fo many grievous parts 
of popery to continue. And tHo* a due regar4 
to the general intereft would have induced our 
firfV rtf/vrmirs to aboHfti tythes, yel the political 
^ws of the prince prevented it. He meant 
to make the clergy as afeftrl i>nd ftibfervient to 
himfel/zs they had been to the Reman ppnifffs. 
Bcfidcs, he had many voracious* favourites to 
gratify 5 and inftead of remitting thtfe tytbts^ 
or this decimation tax^ to thofe on whofe lands 
It was raifed, which indeed was the /»^ and 
equal meafure that ought to have been par«* 
fued, he ftill left the tythes fubfifting ; fomc 
whereof were given io laic hy others io priej}s\ 
cd*egesy chapters^ deanaries^ and bijhqpricksy 
whilft thofe which were given to laymen^ have 
fioce been made liable, to become ecclefiajiical 
endowments^ notwithnandiog the ftatute^ of' 
:^4., Mortmain I , 
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Mortmain ; which is efFcftually taken away, as 
a corporation is eftablifhed with perpetual fuc- 
ceffion and a revenqe which will in time buy 
up all the impropriations in the kingdom, in 
which cafe we (hall be very little the better for 
the reformation* 

The reiHnnd prelate hath, by the moft la- 
boured account he could poffibly devlfe, en- 
deavoured to Ihew how the right oftythe may 
be univerfally loft to the clergy by the opera- 
tion of the law propofed. He* imagines that 
fome zitfupine and indolent^ others clogg'J and, 
rejirainedy as alfo, that many ar^ hyajfed by theic 
family relationlhips, depeudencies and friend- 
fcips ; which, if it were all true, would be far 
from proving the point he advances ; for very 
few men enjoy a living forty years together, 
the indolent give place to the a£t'iv€^ the difm- 
ierefttd to the avaritious, a whole generation is 
changed, and the face of the world altered ivk 
thirty years or lefs. So that things are like- 
wife varied, and the right of tythe will often be 
cjferted^ very feldom negleSfedy ^nd probably 
never lofl through any operatioa of the bill 
depending* 

But fuppofing what he furmifes was really 
true 4 fuppofing that there would be in confe- 

quencc 



gueoce of fuch a law', a gradual diminutign of 
the maintenance of the clergy in every generation^ 
tf thus they be deprived of claiming tythc oF 
common rigbty as in truth they cannot ground^ 
their claim upon common right, whatever, they 
may do by .fi^iofi of law: Why, what thenf" 
How would this affeft focicty, but by leflcn-^ 
ing the numbers and reducing the power of 
the clergy, very much to the advantage of % 
people who defire to improve their freedom 
and happinefs? It would draw great numbers 
of lazy, idle, unprofitable men into the ways of 
iadudry, and make them ufeful to their na-f ^ 
live country. It would cafe the laodcd-in- 
tereft of a grievous and oppreffive burden* 
It would make thofe clergymen, who Ihould ' 
adminifler. the^ gofpc],, more faithful to the 
charge, and di^endent on thofe from whom' 
ihey ought not to h2SQfeparate intcrefls^ 

Yet, if the clergy mud be maintained in a 
ftate oiindfpendency and dom' nation^ if they are 
to have eftabliflied revenues for their main* • 
tenance, why muft thefe be exafied in tythe^. 
the molt grievous of all: impofiiions ? ' Why .' 
muft they, take from the ppor induftcious^ 
farmer, who hath .but one hundred pounds 
per annum (the neat produce of his land) to 
livc.oas why muft they annually t2ikc..ti» - 
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pounds of the money, which, In a few years, if 
the trfe of it Was allowed hioi} would provide 
for a Mldf and thereby give a uftfui tnemtsr co^ 
the cOBitnoQ wealth ? This is the more into^ 
ierable grievanee, coBFffderifipg ^zt famg hlfitps^^ 
who cant and wlnni for the naiiueDaoce of 
thetr- clef-gy, io at the firnne time poflefs im^ 
imrifi revenues^ more than fafficieoe for the 
9poftks fucceffirs^ aad m-ach more than iifvf 
apoftUy or indeed all ef them put tcgethtr^ wbu^l^ 
ever have prcteaded to; Let them (hew ex-^ 
amplcs of care for the clergy, not in ttordsy but 
in real aSis of charity. Let them propofe the 
augmentation of ^tf^ things^ by the divifion of 
ex9rbttant church endowments. Let them quit 
their anti»<hfi/fian curm in ummmdam^ and' 
live with but half the humility and mfdefty of 
the holy apcflUs^ they need not tan the induf'- 
trhus landed mettj on account of cUrgy main* 
twance. 

Sopppfe z bijkoprick of 5000 L per annum 
Cand fuch there are in this kingdom) &ouId be 
reduced to 500, how many pariOies would the 
refidue^ duly diftributed, honourably endow T 
Throw alfo into Hotchpotch, deanaries^ 
ehopter lands ^ prebends ^ and Jine cures ^ what a 
fund would this ralfe for the cure ef^fouls^ 
without o^c farthing ratfed in iythe^ onlyfime 
'tbcufand> j^r txuxxxxsL abated in fpiritUal btxwry ? 

It> 



It may be faidi how coul4 ^ifi^ps io this caie 
&|>poct the cKpeoce^ of. foUowing cwrtSy and 
comiogup^opcea yeaMa-Xtfffi^^ But majr • 
knot ))« fftcd^ ff^h0' ih$y ha^. i$ d9 thirtf 
Doe» thi^Mffly Ghofi caU ibem Hrilber i Be* 
fid^»> if ipijiopal offices were not worth mf>t%y 
than 50ol* /'/r AiMifw, we tbc\M f^ldom fee ' 
bilhops ;^i07tfi andioohy the i/n/^^^i of gOTCrSK 
meot, or attendants on great men. 

Some prelates may thttik it very bard, that ' 
tfaey (hould contribute to the maioteoance of ^ 
their inferior clergy, who, perhaps, are not be- 
low them in any kind of merit; yet this will ' 
be much more reafonable than fome thiogfi'^- 
which have been talked of as praftifed, even • 
Jinci the reformation. Particularly, fuppofe \t^ 
ever happened that a governing prelate was ^ 
quartered upon bijhopricks which he had re- 
commended to, and ttctvreijimoniacalfenjiont' 
from thofe whom he had raifcd to thti mitre^ 
by way of acknowledgment for their promo-^- 
motion; I believe that {\xc\i ungodly Jiipendsti 
would belter haVe been employed to fopport ^ 
tlucure of fouls than to gratify {xich. prefatica^^ 
svarice* 

However, if nethkig' but tyAe will pleafe^^ 
ibr«clergy for their maiateiumce^ I am fute^-^ 
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r* 
that it ought to be conCdered^Mirhether.we 

and oar poftcrily are to h^ always at Jlrifi with 

ihefe meffingirs ofpeace^ and, whether it is not 

worthy tlie care ol a Brittjb parliament to lay 

fome re fir aim o& fmts fir tythif a$ well at oa 

anions arrfiog from civil covtraHs^wheilitr they 

refped lands or money, real or perfonal eftater» 

all which arc already under tbe^r/^^ /i«w- 

t6kii&ns. 

It hath not been from any vifible difadfan- 
|age which the clergy lay under to know and 
prove and ajjirt their rights, that the laws^ of 
England have left their fuits without limitatioa 
or reAraint. No men more diligently ftody, 
or more yigoroully aflert their ^r#//«^<-i/ rights 
than the clergy have always done. Bot k 
hath been owing to the interefts which thoy tuU 
iivated in the courts of princes, the vile drudgerf 
formerly done for men in power, and the /«- 
fiuence which they thereby g&ined upon them, 
that the clergy have been favoured in a man- 
ner which ought not to be approved, and that 
they have not hitherto been placed an ibejame 
foot with the laity. 

The reverend prelate* t objeftioo. to the pre- 
a^nble of the bill) for that the Jlaime af B4w. 
the fi\tb, on wJi.ich it is in part fouii^^d^ dotb 

not 
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nQt r^allj^ Create a prefcriplion olf9rtyjfati as 
a lifrifted time to fue for tyiHe in : I fay, this- 
bbjeftion athobnts to nothing at all; for it isf 
eUfnal triitb znA good fenfe on which we wdufd 
found tht^ biti, as iiideed all laws can have 
DO oth^gbbd' foundation. And in cafe that 
t\\t ancitntjiatuie created no prefdription, yet 
^t reafinablengfs of foch a prcfctiptidn will 
be the fame as if it had been created a tb^u^ 
/and years ago. 

And allowing the meaning of the retrofpe^ 
fai that ftatute of forty years paft, allowing it 
to be as he would have it underftoodi That in 
ihi infancy of the reformation many oftht peopk 
Wire UHunUing to pay tytbi to the proteftant 
ekrgyi and did not believe they had any title to it^ 
an which account ibis and other aifs were made ti 
exaStytbe. 

Xet us confider thi^ matter freely : Does h 
not (hew the ^^^iy^/T/i of oar anceftors; and 
that as they were promifed a reformation ofre^ 
ligionj they juAly looked for it in a deliverance 
from religious burdens ? Elfc, in what were we 
the better for any reformation at all ? The 
clergy might have fliU gone on with thcufandi 
ef Pater -nofl if s^ zxxdi with ten thoufands of Ave'^ 
Marys : Tbey iDight bare borm wax candles^ 

and 
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9ad bave wor (hipped (vnjicratul wafgru Theie ' 
4id na body aoy great harm; but it was the 
ixaififn of money from the people, vAxhJpiri^ 
tual cenfureix and temporal ccerdon^ which this 
bifhop is fo foad of, that were the very ejfsnce 
of t'0^ or«'7»j»f.aad 'if thefe were ftill to be - 
oofttinued, the reformaUon^2i% all n.^^ery^ and • 
^t pretejlant religion i/^rj It file worsh. So that -. 
th? hijhp hath done no great honour to the 
church of England by explaining the meamng oi : 
thofe laws, . 

^ He theo teHs^ «$ hew religkui the p^plcv- 
were in paying iyihe to the full before the nfbr^ 
motion. This- was owing to their ignorance zni^^ 
fuperjiiiiim ; but he himfelf aJlows a very dJf- 
ftrent tura when their ^^j wgre.^pened^ which > 
»the mkfortuiie he complains of; and, thur^ 
the point he drives at is, that anvidft the blef- - 
fings di^ light aftd kr^owltdgey^e (hould be the. • 
ftmc relxgmus dopes aodbrgots as wcrwcre 
la our fiatc Qiihrkntfi^ zuinixAex ffirituaU^ 
hmtdagt^ . 

Ooe grievance tt> this prelate' isj thit the- 1 
fuakers fXtAd^ cohfiience for mi .paying tythesy 
which, I thinfc, they have much better ground \ 
to do th'ao thtcLrgy have to plead divirH! rights 
fci.eMfti©g.,tbenu:. Agun, It^feemaahat -^^/ 



mtd Ort»0doxV f&akm. 23 »^ 
man M^£tf//f^j think them better appIyM t^ 
p9pijh pafioTi than to frcteflant incumbents y 
which (orely is but rcafonableyfmce Vhtfirjtfxt 
theifjpiritual guides, and tbelaft are men^whoni'^ 
Ihey have noihing lodo whhy as alfomen who 
do nothing for them. Now, if this H/h^p will 
Ihew, why pop'Jh laymen ought to pay tytfte to 
prote/Iant prieJIs^ I will (hew him by the fame 
demonfirationt.that the pratejiant laity ought 
lo pay tythe to the popifi clergy^ and that th(j. 
high prieft of the JiWs may as well claim t^be 
from all thepeopk of the gcottles. 

But the biflnfi majier-jhroke is Aiil to come. 
He fays, " That the people are mt eafijy brought % 
" to feel the force of ^ift/?^ UDanfwerable argw^ 
** mint far the clergy's right to tythe ^ that thy 3, 
** (th^ people) or their amejlors^ pur chafed no. 
*^* more than nine parts.'' lit which the reve^ 
r^od prelate is moft. amazingly acute; though 
be ought to have confidered, that with the.. 
tiine parts^ /which were the original purchafe^. 
^care of a tenth came to our hands to//// and/ ^ 
manuriy iofow and to reap^- for ihefole ufe and 
Un^fit of the cUrgy^ without any .ad:e(pate con^. 
fideration received ; and thus the clergy have 
not only the mat product^ but the fweat of our 
hrows gratis ; not only the €K:op^ but alfo the 
uil and expfnce ot prodndiog the crop. So 
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that here is an article which rqns away with 
fime 9f tht parts which we really purchafid^ 
0aki0g our (harelefs thznnine^ aod \htclergy^% 
preteaded f^ji/i^ about a fifth part of the 
cftate ; for- the expence of cultivatioQ is always, 
at leafli equal to the value ci the laud, aod . 
very often more ia value. ' 

The bljhop therefore might indeed obferve, 
with much propriety, that the people carnvtezft- 
ly feel the force of. his unanfweraWe argument, 
whilft the culture of the clergy $ tenth is fnch a 
didd weight on their own nine parts^ which the 
bi/hop himfelf allows that they or their anceftors 
pnrchafed. I mightily lore this lijhop for hts 
unanfwerable arguments. 

Befides, if thi$ is confid^red as an incum- 
brance, taken along with the bargain ; if it is 
looked on as a cujlomary fervice attending the 
tenure of- lands, and that they who take the 
one, do alfo confent to tht other : Yet if this 
be the cafe, what a blefTcd condition are thfe 
peoph of Errand ia, that the clergy who bear • 
no proportion in number to the poor induftri- 
ous laity, that thefc worthy difciples of the 
meek, the humble, and the fuffering Meffiab, 
that they have no lefs than a fifth part of 
ail the lands of En^landy which tb<y modeftly 

caUb^ 
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call b; the name oitythei^ and cxpeA (hbald 
be allowed them to hotd a&d poITefs/ even 
without thijiifi Emitafions and refiriSHons\ which 
all other lands whatever are fubjeA to by lawi 
thereby making thelr^A part devour the fruit 
and product of onr four parts, through th^ 
plague and expence of everlaft'mg law-fuir9» 
which are, for want of limitation, entailed 
upon us and our innocent children ? 

If the revennd prekte^s argument be allowed, 
that the clergy's right of tythe is no grievance 
to the people, becaufe that they or their aur 
<:eftors, as befays^ paid for no mon than nin<j 
parts : Why then the land-tax is no burthen, 
on the people, for fince that tax hath been an, 
annual rent-chargfy there have been no pur- 
xhafes made wherein it hath not been allowed' 
for. And thus thofe perfons who bought 
their lands under this confideration, have no 
right or pretence ever to be difcharged from 
it. Infomuch that if it (hould continue till all 
our lands have changed their owners, in the 
way of bargain an4 fale, why then the Land* 
TAX muft become, by this hi/hop's kulz o^ 
RIGHT, aneverlafting incumbrancf on aj.l thi 
lands ^England, and never ought to he taken off 
or releafedhy the legifative power 'y which how- 
ever it be a do£lrine ^i equal weight with the- 

revenndi 
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reverend prelate*^ uaaafwerable argnmen*^ yet 
Aotwithftaadiog . th)d> (hould any man ad* 
Tance it among us^ I leave it to the people la 
coQfider bow fuch a mao ought to be treated. 

In pepjjh countries where the rights of tht 
clergy ^ as they are called, are a ftill ^r^^/^r rent- 
charge on the people^ there, is flill ih^. fame 
unanfwerabU argument fdr their allowance. 
And thus whatever inc,unibrancc or burthen, 
however grievous, unjuft^ or oppreiTive, ob- 
tains upon the lands of the people^ whether 
by ufurpation or by nnfent^ induced cither 
rfirough the neceffitlcs of times, or the frau- 
dulent arts of deceivers^ fuch impo/tttoQS« 1^7' 
this rule> are never to be removed \ becftufe^, 
in a courife of time it will be objected to the 
people, that they or their anceftors paid iot m 
more than the unincumbred parts ^ their lands. 
(lence in aU the parts of Eur&pt where fitper^ 
Jiition jK^evails, property is become wholly /w- 
p'offed' by a ftw cont4mptihk» m'fcreants, and the 
greatefi part of the people eaten out of their 
$ftates\ nay excluded Vrom ever retrieving them, 
by zfuccejftm of ecdefiaftical cater pillar s^ who 
impioully call themfelves, fucceffors to the' 
epojiles. , This too will one day be cur ovm 
csjji^ii we. allow ©£ fuch Jjpiritt^l ufurpations^ . 
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and of fach umnfwirahle argumints for their 
ftrpetual eftablifhrnent. 

One great pretence erf" this bill is, he obfcrvcs> 
hfi tf ividenct to prove exemptloDS. Now, 
he f^ys^ih^i /ami lies are generally fuppofed to 
be very careful to preferve fucb evidences;, 
which is not true, neither is it poffible that 
they fliould be preferved, fonfidering the in- 
finite accidenfs which have happened fince the 
the reformation^ How much evidence did the 
dcvaftations of the civil war ^ \htfire of London^ 
%ti oth^r public cilainities dcpilve us of l How 
deficient are the records in the public offices i 
Even iorp(fratiofis, where the care of eftates Is 
carried aviixk perpetual fkcceffion^ have loft many 
of their grams \ and what cim private famliet 
be fuppofed to fave, witi) all their care and 
good management i Look into the tW9 uni" 
verfities themfelves. In Oxford^ the lady Mar* 
garef% prefe£or of divinity is paid \i)&ftipend 
out of the king's civil liji^ though it be tu> 
royal infiitution. Grants of lands, and tveo 
lands themfelves, are loft in the courfe of 
timc': And thus the foundations of private 
perfons, le^ures^ profejforjhips^ &c. which had 
no relation to the crown, throw themfelves at 
laft on the royal bounty for their fupport, 
when their evidences are loft, and time hath 
deftroyed tbeir beft titles. 

How 
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• 
How many eftates of mighty value, have do 
"Other title Id the world to produce, than <7«- 
cUnt and quitt pofleiGon ? How many church'-. 
lands are at this day in wealthy families, whp 
have held them ever fince the time of Harry 
the eighth^ y6t cannot find an inch ofparchmtnt: 
in the world to prove a grant from clie crown, 
fiotwithfianding that the canMi hijh^p witii 
allow the laity no confideratioa for their UJi: 
ofruidincif 

The bilbop9\\oyfSy^ freedom from lawfoiti^ 
and the eryoyment of peace, to be very great 
blef&ngs ; but it feems that the laity are fuch 
;i///r)»ti;r/^i&/j, that they will not fu$9r tbe 
poor cUrgy to enjoy them, without giving vp 
the fubfiflence of tbemfelves^nd their families. 
This he proves by fuch worthy witnejfes as the 
pra^fitiomrs in the court of exchequer ; who it 
feems, on a nice calculation, have found that 
the fuits where profecutors for ^bt hvr^fmUd^ 
bear no kind of proportion u thofe iafUnccs 
where they have prjvaikd. Now if this was 
ever aflerted by thofe praftioners, which I very 
much doubt, it is manifeflly calculated only 
for private inds\ and is in truth an artful 
fnare^ to draw the clergy into that courts and 
make them rft/t mad with the thoughts of i«- 
creafmg their tytbe. Nor is.it to b? wonaerQ.d 
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aft, that thefe ingenious praSlUioners can feme- 
times make ufe of their invention for the good 
6f their calling, when their fpiritual clients fo 
frequently give them fuch laudable and right 
reverend examples. 

^ 

Thns it feems that all the breilsj and breaches 

oi parechial.peace^ arc the frxAts of lay-perver/e^ 

fiefs ; fo far are thc>/^r^jr, in the biJhof% ac^ 

county from WiOg Jliftly chargeable with muU 

iifudes oi pfifecutions^ or with thbfe which have 

been deetned either frivehus or vexatious % I 

I fnppofe that he means that bis oracles^ thef^ 

boneft pra^itioners^ never deemed that to be 

J frivolous or vexatious^ \i^bich they found very 

t fropeshle to themfelves : And I dare anfwer for 

5 ibeir candour ib every cafe of this nature. 



, However that be, 1 mtfft fiill take kave to 

^ make ufe of sny own obfervation, and I appeal 
'^ to ihe experience of all who arc tefs interefltd 
i, to ecdefifffHcalftiits than xht VJbop^ or the0^/# 
Hi ffmaifiMiri t>{ the ^ourt of exchequer ^ whether 
^ every gentleman of the long robe hath not feeti 
smmborlefs profecntions brought by the clergy^ 
vthete they Jhame fully mifcarried : And I myfelf 
^ haTe made one temark on many of their or*- 
> pbans whom I have Ifliown, that they often be- 
iti cagie belplefs through the luxury^ but much 
& more often thro* the kw-fms of their fathers ; 

vhich 
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which gives ihe church of England no great 
credit frotn htr eff-fpting^ as the wifdom of 
wpdcrn zealots hath mightily offeifed to call 
them. 

Doth not every one remember DoSfor Ben- 
net, late of Cripplegatfy London ? In how great 
efieem was this crthadox divine among his r^- 
verend brethren ? And what was he ever re- 
markable for but fuiU for tythes and endlefs 
Jlrife^ with a pari(h where his yearly income 
was many hundred pounds ^ which he wanted 
jto augment only to two or thru thoyfands ? if 
he had fucceeded, what would have beea the 
confequence? Why, the living. would have;j^- 
tcrwards been tacked to fome leanbijhoprickyzxid 
held in commendam by fome lazy^ luxurious pre- 
late^ to the equal beneft of the parljh^ the rqft«- 
titlm of , the church of England^ and the glory 
of the 4>tifiian rtUgim ♦. As he did not ftic- 
Cfijcd, >he bccaoKS a beggar in. the miiSiof pleni^i 
4iAd hispcor w[dv^ like too many other^Vi- 
\$ualdowag4rs^ lives on the alas and hofpitediij 
of her friends and relations. ' 

• This praftice of holdfng livings in cimmeftdam^ 
which thofe who hold can never take care of, and 
iomctimes never fet their eyes 00, hath given fo 
mttch }ull offence, and been ib highly refented, that 
the Hou E OF Commons have provided fpecial 
clattfes in all the adla to endow the mfw t;hurebe$^ 
exprefly cna£^ing» that nooe 0/ tboib churches 
Ihiillever be held in commendam* 

J S ' I have 
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I have thus examined the whole argument 
^gainft the bill ; an argumeot greatly laboured^ 
oot a little artfuU very faiiadous ia its moft 
plaufible appearances, and grounded on mto^ 
riomfaljhoods, where its foundations are boaftc4 
.to be injpregoable. 

tile //^^^^ have fo longfcolkcd behind the 
law J that it is time they fhould now come to 
ttie/a^rtiji */ r^^jft^:' They have often told 
iw, that they elate fhelr right from Aw, and 
tkAt/*iriwgi«s k.to tltetoi let them now 
^^ytAthmhAtifwiiydad^ii^ce the lawftould 
pve k tO: thm^i tic Wfe tht'lfgiftatun that gave 
luy pefljUy uh /> ^ce^^ 

laainot (ofatt^im^s to think that the >^- 
e^/J of this bill will be equal to tbe/ij&V^of it 5 
cfpccially at thisjunflure, when, to ufc the 
hijhop'% wordsj the inter eft of fime^ and the influ- 
ince of athers^ are fo well underftood : But 
there may be a feafon, when thofe ^erfons ihall 
be laid low who are now moft concerned ia 
this affair ; a feafon, perhaps, better fuited to. 
fuch a defign ; nor ihall it be faid. that the 
fpirit of thofe gentlemen who brought in this 
bin died with them, if I am a/he at that time, 
and any ways abU to revive or to promote it. ^ ' 

What 
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What I now have offered is very Iktle meaot 
to determine the fate of the bill \ we know, / 
fear^ where that hatli been fixed already ^ but 
what I have here undertaken, was for the glory 
6f truth, and for the detedion of fraud. And 
fo long as the one is underftood, or the other 
feen through, thtft fin^gmtn who formed this 
bill, will ihare ihofe h$mursf "Miich neitfacr the 
p0Wir of courtsj aor the devices of fnhtml 
iniquity y can ever Uke from their chtraAersia 
life, or from theirnemories in the mtndf of 
f)ofterity. This bill, whatever its fiite (hall be> 
will ever be looked on as their iUuflrimis ligatji 
not to thofe bireBng/kvis, who pr^faw^tA 
tbemfelves the churchy but to that Which is 
much more worthy of tender regard, ^na oof 
dtartfl cwMtrf. 
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V* "W^^^^^^ l»^r<} yo» publicly aOert 

^ T*a ^^^^ ^^^"^ ^^^ ^^ '^^^^ ^^^ dodrite 
JL Jl ^ annihihtimj ov^ that tfee fools of 

wicked mtn ftall be totally deftroyed b the 

fature flate/Ms utterly ioconfiftent with the 

ehriftiaa fcheme) and as you'dtdnot at that 

time produce any argattent of realbii, or 

authority of Seriptare, to prove what you had 

aflerte d; it raifed ift use a curiofity to know bf 

what proof yoo are able tdfispport your afler- 

tiOD ; in hope of receiTiog fixch fati^^Koo, as 

may be expefted from a gentleman of your 

k0own abilitiesi and fiady of the chriftiaa 

reTclatioD. 

E #< I am 
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I am more ready to gratify my own curioCty 
iQ making you this public requeft, a$ I am 
perfuaded, that there is noihiog more condu- 
cive to th& difcovery of trtfth^ than if tho^ 
vfho ftudted the fame fubjeS, yet are of don- 
trary opinions, enter into a mutual difquifition 
of each others arguments, and, with an ami- 
cable fpirit of free inquiry, examine the 
ftrength of what may be alledged on both 
fide$. 

That I am of an opinion d]re£l4y. ppppHte 
to yours, you need not to be informed : * Nor 
do I fee the lead reafon toavoiti eithr^ a pub- 
lic declaration, or defence, of my opinion. 
For, aslopg as I remain fully con\riflC|;d, as I 
am. at; prefent, that that doArine, which you 
aiferted, more than once, to be «bfoiutely in* 
confiflent with the chriftian fcheme^ is the 
Vffy M^ri^i pf cbriflianity \ it will not aiie^l 
me in the Jeall, whether the opinion which I 
iDaiotain,,4>e thought old, or new, comilioo« 
qt i2ngul4r,.papulai^ or .unpopular. . 

^. tjiftt ,ijxei]i who apply their mlo^ds to the 
fiudy of |:eiigion and the Holy Scriptures, 
fiiould be of'difFerent and even contrary opi- 
nions, is certainly no new thing in the chriiliaa 
^orld. But that fuch 0iould confpire, by a 

joint 
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joint examitiatioo and ftleodly •cQQttovetTy, to 
iotr^ftigate truth for themfelves and others* id 
a fabjedl coQCernSng which they totally differ ; 
is (1 am forry to fay) fomething new and ua- 
commofi. But as the author of the eprftle to 
the Hebrews exhorts them To provoke one ano^ 
ther (as our tranflators have rendered it) to love , 
and good works \ fo I do not doubt, but you, 
as well as every other reader of this pamphlet, 
will approve my condud, in inviting and 
urging you in this public manner, to a friend*^ 
)y difcullion of fo important a fubje£t as this 
before us. 

Th€ importance of it will-, I apprehend, be 
readily allowed ; efpecially, by thofe who have 
a real concern for the credit of the chriAiao 
religion : At lead, it appears of fo. much 
confequence to me, that if it (hould be proved, 
that the final punifhment threatened to wicked 
men in the new teftament, is not a total de- 
ftruftion, but an endlefs prefervation in a 
flate of mifcry and torment ; this would, in 
my opinion, fix a greater odium upon chrifti- 
anity, and raife a ftronger objeftion to it, than 
all its adverfarles have yet been able to pro- 
duce: And, 1 will venture'to afTert, that there 
are many perfons in this nation, of no incon- 
liderable underftanding, who would be ftrong- 
L3 ly 
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Jf difpoftd to r^ft the oe# tefiamefll as a 
^iac revefaitiofi» if {hey weretoiiiSaced dial 
it cdofalofi firtl^ a dodiriiic;. 

For, tba€ ady dofirtue Iboold be trnct and 
bave the real ftftiup of diirioe auihority, which 
afcribes to the fopreB»e governor of the am* 
verfe^ a coodud nnwiorihy of any priQce^ or 
goTeroor oa cartb* and , f epugaaat tooac bcft 
CQQceprioBs of the. ffiealttf cs and ends of good 
government; ^aaot eafily be admitted by per- 
fens of a thoughtfal and logeauous mind. To 
overcome the antipathy of a good heart, and th^ 
letnonArance of a reafoning mind againft jr» 
vrili require aa imsieiird weight of external 
evidence. 

- A limitation of pnni/hments is e(reatiai to 
all goocJ government: To extend them be- 
yond rhe limJis of reafon, or of law, which ia 
the public reafon, js one charafleriflic of 
tyranny. Where puniOiments are extended* 
or increafed fo far as the public fafety and 
welfare require, an'd no farther ; /• i. where 
they are always limited and directed by a view 
to the happinefs of thd whole ', there is good 
government : But where they are increafedt 
either in degree, or duration, beyond what is 
requifite to that end ; there is tyranny : Where 
they are unlimited, or infinite s there is the 

greateil 
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- «f<5a^l«ft. tjrawiyi: lor tp pjjDife a criminal ia 
an excefivc degree^ aad bejo^, wbat.tl\e co^'s. 
^f good govermneat require,, is as real in- 
Jtffiice and cruelty, a& to ioflli^ a iefTer .degree 
of punifbmeQt upon an ioooceot pcrfon. For 
10 both cafes^ it is equally infli£ling mifery^ 
Hot to anfwer any necefTary^ or u&ful end, but. 
foi: the flnere fake of Ifkroafing mifery } which 
h the w$rjl end that can be conceited* 

There neither is, nor can be, any other 
difference, between the bed and the WOrft go- 
vernment poffible ; than that the former is ad- 
miniflred with a view to produce and maintain 
the greatefl virtue and happinefs, and to pre- 
vent, or extlnguiih, as much as poflibte, wtc« 
kedo^fsand mifery $ and the latter with a view 
to prolong and cncreafewickednefsind mifery. 
Now, whether the tndle/s prefervatioa of 
kicked fptrits, in order to infiiA upon them 
i^v/lr milcries, be iMre confifteac with the 
f^mtir^ or the IgtUr ici nd o£gov«^i»neiH ; is not 
cBficult to be deteritiined. Their wickedoief^ 
or their mifery, may bna reafoti uk tbeflpl^d 
of a good governor, for deftroyi^g ih^m : lUxt 
the contrary, t/;«, pre^rviog them lor ever ia 
a fl4te of wickednc& and o&ifery^ appears mor^ 
conducive to the ends of the v^rft gover^^ 
meat, ibaa of the kifl. 

L 4 To 
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To alledgc that huriian ignorance is lb 
great, and our ideas of "what is fitted and beft 
(o imperfeAy that we c^o form no judgment of 
what the ends of divine government may re* 
quire ; and that thereforei for ought we know* 
infinite paniAment, and ihe^«fi^/<f/i,exiftence of 
fome beings in the greateft roifery, may be 
made fubfervient, by the iocomprehenfible 
wifdom of, providence, to the greateft virtue 
and happinefs of the univerfe ; — is only argu- 
ing from 2l fuppofed poJpbHity againft the greateft 
probability ; and endeavouring, under color of 
human ignorance, to ficr^en a dptfliine appa^ 
rently moft injurious to the charadler of the 
Supreme Being. ^ ^ 

In humaQ governments, extreme and linger-, 
iag punifliments are a certain mark of barba- 
rity, and a criterion by which to diftingtsiOi a 
tyrant from a jujl imd gt^d prince. In the beft 
cdnftituted governments, puniftimetits are the 
tnildett, in lh« Worft, the fevereft. For a 
pttttSt l^a^y^ is fupportcd foleJy by fear\ 
btit la joftafrd legal government, by better pxlti^' 
clpl^d and ^ffeftioni. And whether^ the beft, 
or Xht iottJI goVerntnents on earth, are tooft' 
Hie Skit divine \ whether the -greateft tyrants^ or' 
Ihc moft beneficent SLndrmrci/iil frincis,mofi 

refemble 



rffemble the ^txk&i g^^vnnor of the unlverfe i no 
one ^vill tefiiatc in dcciaing. 

' Butv- indeied, in tfll hiiirtan govemtnfetit^^ 
even the ^ot^i death (which is annihilation \d 
refpeA to hmtiTan focfety) is th^ uhhhate ptf' 
tiiftuDcnt: And all that is^dded, by ihofe 
judges who. j)FOceed to the extremeft rigor 1$ 
an aijgjnaeptatipn for a ftiQrt fpacc of time, of 
the tprrors and agonies preceding, or attend- 
iiig 'the execution. ' And it' is hardly x6 be con- 
e^ived, that'any prince,- ftqugh abfdlute m 
pbWfer,' tyrannitiri'ih* difpofition, aiid'both in- 
jured ahd incenfedto the liigheft degree, would 
ftot,*in lehjgth of time, think jnflice fatisfiedi 
If riot 'feel His own refentmcnt fatSated, by the 
extremis and lafting mlferic* of the criifimal : 
And i%heidcaof '.making. thefe rotfeties everlcYft- 
ing!, was itkismhts power, wotrld be found 
lioo. ai^horent to reafon and btimantty, to foe 
long eficertained in a biiitnan breaft. 

•%Hcjw vrheH'^^n we thiAk-rf }mp»rit>g tf pro^ 
cedudB exceeding the fe verity* of th« greateil 
tyniat^ akid .of .tbe ,<worft of governmeats on 
^at^h^toitliai* Stiogi wboi^weAyetbebettf 
wi)^ Under m&-6iesruart'0ver.etlliiS'W^ris^ 
whom we ought to lotxe wkh all our beatts^ 
and .to ^onteiftjplate with the greateft delight^ 



^50 The Piflars f/PniESTcmAfT 

'tod ifl whofe defigns and meafurcs we ought 
to place an entire confidence ? Wby do we 
Aile jhia moft merciful f Why addrefs him as 
The Fathsr of Mans;in» ?*>«A /^Akr, 
indeed, noay punifli a wicked and difobedieni 
ba : i. #/May wiifadraw bis finFOoti from Iubis 
may difinberk hiob nmy kilUftflopes^ or oiber 
fenaldei n{K>n Mtt \ t^, a£!;ftg ks Aarg^a^ 
^d jadgfc, may Jjut liloi to death, fern wh» 
ihould we think of ihaX faihr^ who aclmg 
tn the capacity of a judge over hU olifending 
offspdng^ would not be fatisfied (be tbeir 
crim^i ever fo great) jeltber with their total 
deftru£Koo« or tbeir fuffisring for any limited 
duration^ or the additicH) of the former to th«f 
latter; but who woittd ralbcrr ju4ge th^m to^ 
Hvifor futTy than to ptr^fw' twrinfin «»*» 
quinchahk f«^**'-*^Hqw could fudi a Judgment 
^<^fift either vfiAi the equity of go>f«nftiiwot» 
or the cien^ncy of a jndge \ How much te(^ 
with the difpofition of 9i pannt f'^Hovir vain 
bjt to compliment .i]^« Akrighty with/£he 
fitlies of mzfl fl!/t BAd tmfi Hur^^ififli if at jfhe 
fame tune we afinribe to him a cobdudv aot< 
only i&<!0nMent with the pOfmal-^kmru&er^ 
but irreconcUiNible io ^ur ckareft Botioito 06 
jiffikf as wdl aa tmrry? 

Kotbiog 
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Kothiog IS of gF€ater> i«ipoft^QC0 to r«U« 
gioB, than to prercrvc the* ch^mAer of/iihe 
Supreme Being miol^ : Tot ^i()iQ<H tiH 
foapiiatic^ it caiuiot be hfpon^i} hurviil 
^ 4pt to d0ge)fteQBite into flav'^ faperfilttody 
,Qf ^ t>Ui»4 aQ4 ftv«ge lanthofiafiii. Yet, ]»e«- 
haps, 00 jcbarafler is the worM has beea 
iiK>r« i^ftakepi or tfaduccd, and« cockfe^ent- 
ly, foffere4^ mone reproAch and injury from tbe 
toogtieft iio4 pcRf of Q^o : WbilA not fmdeit- 
, AaAdiflg the oature ^ nd end of gmttBmppi in 
general; nor having fprmedaay cl«ajr 4|m1 
^oofiAept notions of juflice and mctQj^ of of 
thai: p.ubl^ miUty* which ought always to jtve 
ia tended and anfwered, by .puni(bi^ m 
Welles by rewarding; they b^ve ef e^ed, ia 
their own unagioi^tipi^, a £:l;ieq^ of govern* 
ment, according to their own parrow, partiaU 
arbitrary) or enthufiaHic conceits; an^.ba^^ 
fondly imputed this fcbemeft to the looit iufa|* 
}Ime Beiog« wbofe wifdom and goodnefs ace 
jntinite> whofe thoughts and deflgns o:ccl 
thofe of the wifed and beft of meo> as th$ 
hfivens au aiffve tbi jgarth. 

Hothfog then can be more becoming* tfioTe, 

iR^ho ape appointed to be mintftcrsof reli- 

gion, and gnardhns of its trnth ahd parity, 

than to vindicate God's government of the 

L 6 worldi 
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world, atid to refcue that moft rublime and 

facred charafler, which we fliould always con* 

template w»th the bigheft veoeratioa aod af« 

fefiibo, frofh thofe traworthy notioDS» which 

men are ape to itftermrK with their belief of a 

4fiity ; aAd; e^cially, from thofe black cabiHH' 

oies* tby. which he is reprefeltted-as ao better, 

in <lfFe£V, than the greateft tyrant, inftead of 

being. t he ^mbftjaft, beseficenc and merciful 

governor. For the- influence which reli^oa 

•lias inpOtt' the difpofitions and morals of man- 

kiftd) >^\ be ufcfol, or hurtful, in proportion 

as thttr fentlments of the Diving Nature and 

go?feFhmeni arc good, or evil. The wo?ft 

eViH of ftrperftition and cnthufiafm have their 

fouike in^ah unjuft^ or partial opinion of tK^ 

'doi^y. ^ Nor can the belief of his extftence, or 

almigbty power, prddoce many good ^effefli, 

fcparatc froni a belief of his perfeft juftice and 

gobdnefs. - A jufr efteem of the deity, ther^^ 

fore. Is that fprliig of true religion and virtue, 

which ought to be prefervetj, as ipuch as pof- 

£bte^ pure apd tintainted ioi the miud^ of men. 

It is more curious aud difflcutt than necef- 
faryi to account for the prppenfuy of mankind, 
la, receive. and .retain fuch ill i(|ipi:e4SQns.9f 

I the deitry, and bis government of the world. 

I ^ W kw\^ thsj oiay be ^crib^d tQ , ^th9ie fe^s 

i ^ -' • - 
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and horrors, which ^re apt fometimes, efpeci- 
ally in fome perfoos, to feize and whotl^ 
pbflefs the imagiaadoa, and thi;reby diRurb 
and over-power their reafbn}— Or, to their 
violeot refeatmeDts agaioft thofe who 6fFen9 
and injure them, which tempt them to avenge 
themfelves in proportion, to their own power, 
rather than to do jaftice in proportion to the 
offence ; and hence lead them to imaglneV th^'t 
the greater power the perfoh offended Is pof- 
fefled of, the greater punifhment he wiftcon-^ 
fequently inflifl : — Or, whether fhey niaj be 
owing in fome inftanccs to the flrengih oF any 
other paflions 5— fo much is certain, that 
human paifions and'affe^igns, either (eparate 
or united, have a great influence upon their 
u'nderAandings, and contribute both to fprm 
and confirm their particular icnumcnts of the 
charaftcr iind difpofition of the Supreme 
Being. 

Jt may be equally difficult to <race out wit|i 
^ny prccifion, how fnch oJ>iriibns have ^flijal- 
Jy arifen and fpread in iKc world j 'particularly 
this barbarous notion of a ffate of never-end- 
ing- mifery and torment.' The heathen poets 
adopted the vulgar fables, in regard td the 
different fpecies of the infernal torments. And 
<i^/>j^i7afiigns a perpetual duratiCa of n^fery to 
- . ^ ' . fpme 
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feme criminaU ; — ** Ssdt aiernumfut fiSAit 
infelix Thefiui :'^— though to others be is fo 
' favoorable t% to allow, in procefs of inne, n 
releafi^ x So that cbisdoArine ins a reoid^kable 
cooforq^tj t<$ ttac {k>piAi factt atid purgatory* 
*<^But k was ijbe bttTioefii of the poets to afibfifc 
the imagiaatioo : ^d to Hhis cod, tfacy made 
the like ufe of the iabutoufi t^adkiooi^ of their 
times, as Shakefpe^ d^^ei of his wstcbos and 
•pparitiobs^^-^lKft wefe xh^puiarMm t^ pic^ 
t^umpartentOj which C/f«rfp as a phik^TciphBr., 
fjpeaksof with ib mach conieia^, as to fajr 
<^ Who cap be fo fqafelef^ as to ^vc 0cq^ ci^ 
dittoth^m*" 

M^ihomet Teems to adopt th^ dof^rioe oS 
titrxkiX torments ioi good carqeft ; and vhw\- 
ders h but, not only agaiaft trimicals, but 
againft all who do not receive his Koran. Hi^ 
iatiguage is, ^^ They fliall undergo the rigours 
<' of an tofinhe pain.— They (hall never be 
"cafed ja their torments. — They fliall be 
^^ eternal lyiconfioed in the fire of hell.T-Tbey 
•'(hall dwdl there eternally. *- (iod will 
^< change their bnrjied (kin into a sew ikin> 
<' that they nuy fufFer the more.-— He hath 
** prepared hell for then), where they .fhaU 
M f emaia eteraaUy. — The infidds fliail be ^'- 
/* compafled, with fiamesof beU.— They Ml 
I '' hgya 



f^ bftfe (hirtsof fiire.*-»BoiSDg water (kail flovit 
«« in upon their heads :— The fire (hail bura 
*• what U ia their bellies, and ihall roaft their 
•*fldn.— They Aair be beaten with clubs of 
*♦ irdtt, — -When they think to go out of this 
«"^ fire, they B\M ^ntcr further into it.— They 
^ fiiall fii/t die in tbofe tormeilts, and their tor- 
" tare fiiall never ht aflWag(ed.~They (hall 
« in vain implore faccout of God. — ^They 
>«fiiM| detnsmd <X the keeper oC the. fire, 
** Will thy lord never deHver us from thefc 
f«.paio$;;— He ftall aBiwf/-.th«aB^ Ye (hall 
<' abide t^reetaoally.^TMqr il)aUiD^r gtfi 
<< cot of this fire^vpekher be lafal^ to ttpcTO^i^-^ 
^< Tb^paina, (iiaii be «agc*eQied» ^siA paint 
f *. upon j«ii^**' .,:; 

•' '':\ ; • . : . r ■ ! •:'[ . ' . 

It appear, tben» ^ ^M 4oftrUie. ^ eterod 
torments, is ipeita^y. a iA/<0Miftaff, ifji)Qt;^ 
Heathen dcArine. ,Bat whether k be a 
Jum/b^ or a Chriftian dodf iflc remains a fob* 
jeft of inquiry, . ,, . / ... 

I have not yet J^eea able to dUcover an} 
ihing like it, in. the vrritig^f of the. Oidujla* 
ment: And am fully copvinced. that ii&^ /^« 
Jji^es in the New, which have been libmightto 
imply it moft fir4ng|y,,do dire^y, snd iki;eh« 
ilrongeft maoner imply. th« contjary^«-^nd 

* for' 
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for proof of this, I beg leave to refer you to 

a difcourfe, now going to be publiftied f. 

If^the expr^ttioDS of bjin^. .ibroufftjntj afuiW 
naci rffrc — caft into a l^tk^- pf^firf^^int^. ei^r^ 
lajling firer^inlo ^ heli^^tpkf^^. ihe> %V(frm dUtb /fof^ 
andthejiri is »;rj(/^«£Afrf;— do not injpofta 
total de(lru6tjoD| 01; annihilatioo ^ I in«R coa-r 
fefs myfclf tq be utterly a^ a lofs^ .and muft 
beg your Vipd affifU'nce, i{i ojdpr to;^fia4 out 
the .meaning of them. .,,..... ., • 1; , , 

^ tf I'^^l «^*ffikb Wli'ofe hoWfe IS tftf Isfc- tbai 
fhat'fifeui' ui^HepiciiaiU i tHi-ibeatittg Is the 
ramey ft$ if I tol4 hl^, ^bat Ms boiffe Svould be 
eotirefydc(lrciy«d; : . * Ilett i^ai-dieBer,4hofe 
plants, or the bloffoms, arc inftfWfl ^bJitHe 
worm, That he cannot kill that ^yorm, or, that 
kvf'^lM^ M]^\ij4ht fittfetflwl^^S-ff ii told 
RiteJ* tfeit« h!^ fiMit-wUFcSmrtO^DOthiiTp^^ 6^' his 
plants ffie?'-^Orrif a patient is' afHiatd vi^ith 
ff diftet»Ji*,'-whrch is fuppofed tb pirod^ed ffoai- 
worms, andhe is told that thk^brmwtl/nU 
dii \ the meaning of the phrafe muft be» U^ac 
llSe afi/ife will- Jna 'id. tfiir 'iiejtth pf Ihd patient. ^ 
24i\lM]p/bch' phrafe'fre'coJiffdcrea as proverbial 
ataSn^'th^ Je»«^iiTaSrd that when aifiy perfon fell 
tot^'afty diftemp^fy oi- calamity, • that ^buld 
certainly tod 10 deftnidtob^i it 'was ufaal for 

r % see th6 AuthCt*: S;rmdn$; vol, z. 
''^' thcta 
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them to fay, ** That is a worm that will not 
die;" or, •* That is a .fire that will not be 
quenched ;" the fenfe is perfcflly intelligible :^ 
They meant that it was a lofl; cafe ; that there; 
was no poffibility of preventing the deftrufiion. 
of the perfon, or thing, to which they applied 
the proverb. 

Befides, there is fomething abfurd and con^ 
iradiSiory in the image made ufe of, if we 
fuppofe chaff, wood, or other ufelefs mate- 
rials, thrown into an utiquenchable fire, and 
yet not to be confnmed and deftroyed in that* 
fire ; or, a living creature caft into it, and yet 
preferved alive for ever in' it : For, throwing 
iXiXo the fire is always nnderftood, to be the 
mod effedlual way to deflroy a thing : And the 
l^fs extinguifiakU the fire is, the m&re certainly 
will the fubje£t thrown in be c9n/umiJ. And- 
tte original term^ H»lviK»niv, properly tr^nf* 
lated, Js, ta burn tip^ or utterly confunu hyfirt : 
which is directly contrary to a being preferved 
in the fire. Whajhall barn op the tbaffwith- 
unquenchable fire. John iii. 12. The expref- 
fion here is probably borrowed from Mafacfai 
iv. X. Fcr behold the day cemeth that /kali bttrn 
as an oven ; and all the proud, yea^ and all that da 
Viickedly fiiollbejlubhle ; and the day that cornet^ 
/ball burn them up, faith the lord ofhofts^ thai 

it 



k fiall kitoe tbitn mitber rM nor branch. » ■ 

SbnHar to this Is tire exprelBod ia. tl^e ^pHtte 
to the Hebrews :Ottr God is a Consuming 
Jlriy ^ill»uaX^(fv^ov : Wbkh fignific*, utterly 
dcflroying ; the very revcrfe of prefcrving.— 
There Is, indeed, ib dlreft a conttadlftion be- 
tween the idea of preferving any creature alive, 
and that of throwing it Into a fire, a fire that 
cannot be ^xtioguifhedi that if duly confider*" 
ed, it is amazing how men came to joia fp 
ppoflte ideas together^ or ima^^ne them to be 
conCfteitf. This i^confiftency Mabsmet jridi- 
culoufly attempts to reconcile by fayingi 
** That God will change their biirned (kia 
ihto a new ikk| that they may fiifFer tl^f 



more.'* 



l^ire is, iadeetf, an hiArfrflient of /^^r/, ni 
well as of 40rniltm. Birt why mco AioBltl 
tbii^k it more becosaing the tnofk joft and mer« 
ciful governor of the world, to make it an in* 
&txufkt^%'€3S ovtrlafting tstmnd to bis oifcmSog 
^reaiurea, rathef tbaa of their ivtrbfiing d^ 
Jiru&ioH \ or why, they fliould be difpofed ro 
V&t the words of Scripttire in a fcnfe contra^ 
4iAory to reafon, juAke and humanity, when 
U^ey wiU not paiy admit of^ but are mo/f mtiti' 
rally i^oderftood in a difTereot fenfi^ agreeable 
lojv^ftic^ and clemency \ is to me ioconceivabk^ 

The 



The fobjeft is ftducible, as fnfr af tHe clirif- 
liaa revchdoai Ur ccmeer&ed, t6 (bis fiisgto 
^iHfftloiti Wb\etlttr tlis. afett-Bleiitidoed ex» 
^i!«ffioBS kc iomided ioxspiattf to us the idea^ 
ef e?eriaftifigtt>rttife»orof eterkfting deflhrtic- 
tioo, L t. aatiihilation ?— Pbrhaps feme tatf 
be i^tifted to thttfk, th^t ihey fetve to convey 
ideas, both of torment, and of total delhru^on. 
With fuch perfons (if there are any) I defira 
to have noconiroverfy. Becaufe oq this fup- 
pofitioQ, the torment or mifery^ canixot be iQr 
finite. And it is only that Mahometan, Pagao^ 
and (as I muil confefs it appeals to me ai 
prefem) moft abfurd^ cruel aati-chiiftianyS^ndk 
diabolical doArhie of infiniu^ or mvsr^miitf^ 
mifery and torment, which I mt oppofing, and 
endeavouring to eradicate : '' ^am vtcuf€r$ 
9pim99um (to ufe the words of Ciarc) mihimet 

That there are pa(Iag« la the New TeAa* 
ment which hnply, that tlie feoivoce of eternal 
death jfball be executed upon criminals with 
<ircumfiances of ignominy, horror and paiin 
pr9p$rthnau to their guilty I readily allow and 
affirm : Yet am not of opinios, that the fi-* 
jgurcs of being €^ in^ mti^uincbaUi jfrf, and 
the like, are intended to convey to us any idea 

of 
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of tormintj bat folely that of total iiJiru£tiony, 
or aoDihilaftioa/or peafing to exift« And'tlie 
palTage in the ]900kof iRcyclatioos, wliere it iaf 
&id, that 4^/42/^ at§djeil ^(l-e. Hades): fiall he 
caji int9 tbt lah rffifiy {ttxA% .to me dedfive ia 
this points For certaioly the ttieaoiog there 
is, not that death and Hades fliall be tcirmented 
(which is ridiculous) but that they (hall be 
aholijhed. • 

* But it is not my defign, either to troublcr 
you with a fuperfluous repetition of what hath 
been fuggefted in the difcourfc referred to, or 
to ixhauft the fubjeS : But only to reprefent 
to you in few words, the view which I have of 
It at prefcnt ; and to intreat your friendly 
affiftance, in further explaining the fubjcft, 
and either reilifying, or confirming my fea- 
timenis. 

And give me leave to fay, Sir, that it is a 
fubjeft worthy of your pen : That according 
as the do6!rine of future puiiifhtnent is diffe* 
rently explained and believed^ it will very 
differently affeft mens opinion of the Supreme 
Being ; And that in a caufe, in which the ho- 
iiour of God, and the credit of the chrifliati 
revelation, arc fo immediately concerned, you 
caonpc find yourfelf unconcerned. 

Fttf 
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For my own part, I am perfuaded, that the 
vulgar notion of eternal torments has been 
prodaflive, not of virtue and happinefs, but of 
wickednefs and mifery in the world, where it 
has been moft ferioufly and fteddily believed. 
However, confequences are not the fubjeft of 
our enquiry, but the truth of the doftrine. 
The proper queflion is, what is the doSrine 
of our Saviour ? — When that is determined 5 
if, any man, after allowing the do^rine to be 
hisi yet (hall impute ill effeAs to it, or aflert 
that it ought not to be preached, or published ; 
^he pretends to.be wifer than our Saviour, and . 
is guilty of an arrogance inconfiilent with hia 
\ .'chriftian profelSon. 

, That you bear a more frceand noble mind, 
than to be influenced by vulgar prejudices, or 
infeAed with an itch of popularity, or biafled 
by any mean confiderations ; I am moft willing 
to believe. And therefore hope, that you will 
favour myfelf and others, wiih a public ex- 
planation of your femiments ; and, if you think 
I proper to take pen in hand, cannot ealily 

doubt of your doing ample jufiice to fo impor<« 
tant and interefting a fubje£t. 

/ am^ withfittceri eftgem^ 

Tour's^ &C. 

SAMUEL BOURN. 



TH E 

Merciful Judgments ' 

OF 

High-Church Triumphant 

On offendiog 

CLERGYMEN, 

And Others 

In theREiGNof CirJi2L-E5 1. 

Better it were there were no reveaFd religion^ and 
that human nature were left to the conduct of its 
awn principles and inclinations^ which are mUch 
more mild^ and merciful^ much more for the peace 
and happinefs of human fociety ; than to he a£fed 
by a religion that infpires men withfo vile a 
furj^ and prompts them to commit fucb outrages, 
Tillotibnv Serm. Vol. 3. p. 19. 

Firft printed ia the Year 1710. 



^he Merc^ttl Judgments of Higb-Cburch 
Triifmpbatay &c. ... 

THE High-ckarch clergy,, ever fiocc 
one of their brethren *. lias been un- 
der a parliamentary profecutipn. for 
his. fed itioa$ fer mens, talk in a 'v$ry gnufual 
ftrain. for liberty of fpeech, and of th^ Injuftice 
of punilbing men for their opinions; and cry, 
if they are not permitted to difcharge their 
confciences in the pulpit, and to tell the people 
without any reftramt their duty, efpecially in 
mattiprs of the hljgheil confequence, the great 
ufe of preaching will be loft : for who will re- 
gard what they fay, when they dare not fpeak 
theic thoughts, but muft be forced to fuit 
their dodlrine to the humours, padions, pre- 
jodicesy or dcCgns of great men ? Nay, the 
boldeft among 'em don't fcruple to furmife, 
that if the power of preaching what they judge 
to be the truth, be derived to 'cm from a di- 
vine commii&oo, they can't fee how they are 

• Dr. Sachi^erel, 
VOL. HI, M accountah|: 
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afl in execution of fach a commifEon : and 
that if they are fubjeft in this r^fpeft to 
powers infinitely inferior to God, from whom 
alone tfeeyfeee^fra. tlielp- C0«iDiffl6ff, ^Jey^eaa 
have no pretene* of •feeing.iiitfependent in anjr 
oiher point, by virtue of a divine comqiiiGon. 

After they \mt nrg^d this, a^id all they can 
think oh. iot an uncontfoulied litreftif of v«9t- 
ing what they pitafe in the pulpit;* tten they 
cry, if they muft be ppniftied fdr dtfcharging • 
their cpnfciences there, i^ ought tobe witH all 
due reverence* regard and tendferneft to their 
facrcd.chara<Sler, a? they were treated in the ' 
reign of. that pious martyr Charles l. who at 
his cpronati^i.to (hew wiiat 4 .regard fie was '. 
refolved'to have, for their holy fun ft ron, and 
how be would, exalt thejn above the noblfity 
and gentry, caufed this exhortation to be read • 
to him by the .archbiQiop, in the prefence 6i the ' 
peers and all theother great perfons who at- 
tended the foletnnity * : •Asyoufe€tU CLERGY 
come nearer to iht dltar (which' wftS* afterwartJi 
f ail'd in, to exclude the lahjr from approach- ■ 
ing it too near)'/^^'? o^ert^ fo remtmhtr-lhatin- 
titl flakes cmvtnteniyou'gw ihem ^^HAff bimour ; 
t!:^t the mediator of God and man Tjmy ejahlifi 

• Hift* tiEtigl. in fol, voL 3. p. ij. 
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you in thi kingly throne^ to he a mediator between 
the chrgy and the laity. Stich a blefled reign, 
fay they, when the reformed religon did b 
much floHrifli, and the church was maintained 
in its genuine purity, free from dll popifh and 
fanatical fup^riKtion, ought to be a precedent 
to all future ages* 

Tbetalkiag tfier this ttnte iH becoottes thofe, 
who ace for maMcRng and fiiadrling the 
ckrgy whheatly fubfcriptiott to certain creeds, 
anicteS) and canons ; and are not only for de- 
privffig them of aH tberr preferment^i but 
Olhemffe pmiHhiBg them, if they prefuadre fa 
pKacb cofiirary ro Ach creeds, tifr. tbo* in the 
lAoft f]^e):uld«iire points. 

Tb< vtflioft for which 4BeQ of the greafeft 
ffcedom costend, and which makes them to be 
called arhetfts by thefe bigbAiers, is, that is 
fnch things wherein neither the public nor 
firivate is injured, but which relate only to 
•GoA asd a man's own felf, liberty of confcieuc^p* 
^Qght to be preferred inviolate to all perfons, 
and the pulpit as well as the prefs left intirely 
free. 

But 'tis the papifts, and fuch other rigid fana* 

tics, who giainttln thftt preachef s are not at all 

accountable to the lay-powers for whatever they 

M 2 fay 
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fay in the pulpit : But certainly fedttioQ is 
as much fedition ia the pulpit as out of it; 
nay, 'tis more criminal for being fpoke fo pub* 
licly, and from a place where 'tis like to have 
a greyer cffcH ; and from one whofe bufinefs 
it is to preach all that tends to the peace and 
welfare of human fociety. Whoever therefore 
is guilty of this crime, mod grofly abufes that 
liberty the government allows him> of talking 
without interruption for an hour together: 
and the proper punifhment for men who have 
fo publicly vented feditious do^lrines, is for 
them to be as publicly expofed, that the pillory 
spay expiate the crime of the pulpit i and the 
nearer that is placed to this, the fame perfons 
who heard him aloft in one, have the better . 
opportunity of viewing him on the other : by 
which means, their being blindly led into a 
belief of his do£lrine by too great a reverence 
for his perfon, may be. happily prevented. 

I don't fee how that profound reverence, 
which the priefis pretend is due to them, can 
ferve to any other end, than to impofe on the . 
people, SLtid make them (wallow the mod ab- 
furd do£)rines which they dogmatically dictate 
from the pulpit. The preachers indeed can**t 
well treat the people with too much reverence, 
fince the word of God iiot ooly makes them 

the 
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the judges of their dbftrincs, but obliges them, 
if they judge them to hcfalfeiiachers^feduars^ 
deceiver f(2ind Certainjy common beau tefeus and 
laeendiaries are the greateA) tojfy andjhun ihem^ 
as they would the moft poifonous and infeAtous 
animals, or-as even, the devil faimfelF, the great 
feducer and deceiver^of inankind. And he who 
is to be treated thus by every body, can prc^ 
tend to no charad^er, which may exempt him 
from the moll infamous punilhment, if it be 
otherwife proper. 

The chief bufinefs of a clergyman is to fct 
a good example to his congregation ; and if 
he difch^rges his duty in that matter, he sifts 
honeftly in his profeffion : but if he takes a 
contrary method, he afls like a witne/s who 
perjures himfelf, or a retailer who ufes falfe 
weights or meafiires ; becaufe they are alike 
guilty of a breach of truft in their own proper 
callings, and therefore ought to be alike fub- 
je6l to the fame punilhment. 

But fince high-church refers us to the reign 
of a prince, who was ambitious of the honour 
of being thought the mediator between the 
clergy and laity (tho' in truth he aAed more 
like a party-man) We will fee whether the 
treatment which clergymen as well as others 
M 3 met 
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nee with ia hit re^Dy whea they were foi 
^happyas tofall uoder the dirpkafare of higb- 
church* which ihea rid triumphant, are Bt 
precedeatslbr this retgo of gentleoefe a&d po- 
deratiOB. And \n doing tbis» I caa't but kt 
the reader fee, whether thofe who then gc^ 
vcrned the church, were for prefervisg it free 
from fuperflitioD, and maiotaiaiAg the refoe^ 
matioQ in its oattve purity* 

And the firfl inAance I ihall give of the 
tender regard which was had to clergymen,. 
Ihall be the treatment of Alexandtr LeigbiQn^ 
D. D *, who for reflei^iag on the prelacy, and 
charging the bifhops with perfecution^and calr 
ling the queen a daughter ofHetbj with fuch* 
like expreifions, in a book intitled. An appeal U 
to parliament \ was fentenced to a perpetual 
imprifonment, to a fine of icooo L to be de-^ 
graded y to be piUory'd and whipt^ to have hU 
ears cut off, his nofe Ait, and his face branded t 
all which fentence was moft feverdy executed 
upon him. 

The oexttnAance I (hall give of high-church 
stoderatlon, is the pillorying of the three pro* 
fielSons of divinity, law and phyfick, all at 
•nee t : For ia the 13 Cwr. x. there was aa 

♦ Hift. of £W. vol. 3. p. 6o, 

' x\ coliefl. abridged, voL 2» p.. 273, Ac.. 
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loferoftadeii ha the ftat^cfaamber againft the 
.r6veF€iid Mt; Burton^ a divne of the chorch 
'i$i£ngliind, and a LmionxEAvM^i yMc, Pry?2ft^ 
uhtatiRet of Linc$inr'im j tiid I>f, haftwkk^ 
^ ph^ficwn; for writing fedJii6lis fchi(imatica! 
'bt)bk« agaiult the hicmrchy of thie thorch, tu 
the fcandal -of the goverDi&e*it; The defcn- 
datits tendered thfeir anf'wers ihemfclVes 10 th« 
d&urt i but becaufe all their council had not 
fi^&ed them (which imie bttt very bold itieb 
WOttld ihea veoti&rtf to d©^ 4nd^ Mr^ /ft// was 
threaDened to have^x his go^vn polkd ^over his 
ieara for di-awieg BurtcH's ianfwer) the couft 
.t^kthe advantage of tVis, and Without more 
-crio) ordered ivdtk of them to be iaketipro con- 
fbffA i atid the ptltory, lofi of their earsy their ^ 
Ates and foreheads bratided with hot iron^, 
fitrpekual imptircDtneor^ add a ike of'5co6f. 
cachj wtis their fenteaca: nay, Mr. Prynn^^^ 
SK)t only to lofe the reftiainder of hfe ears^ but 
to be flfginatiEcd on both checks with \\\t 
letter L* S^ fignifyi^g a fediti6iis libeller ; and 
the reverend Mr. Burton wfcs deprived of bi^ 
benefice in Lsnthn^ degraded from his fnnc- 
tion, and degrees Sn the nhiverfity, where h6 
bad tn-oceeded batcbelor of divintty^ This 
hu-barous fentence wa$ moftsbarbafbtinyex^* 
cuted : for Burtm^ and BajSivhi'^ehtB Wet^ 

? ClarntdoM, vol. I. fol. p. 73. Rufiw. ibid* 
M 4 pared 
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pared & clofe by the high-church executioner, 
that he :cut their arteries, and thereby caqfed 
a grefttieffufiaa of rblood ; arid he not only 
feared fr^«»'^ cheeks with -an Exceeding hot 
iron, but in takiisgiaway what; was left of poe 
of his ears, paired ofl^a piece of his cheeky and 
left a piCQ.e of his other ear hanging on for 
fome titne^^afi^r he had barbdrouHy hacked it. 
But thjs ii^hlin^an iifage of Mr. Prynn did- not 
'faii^fj^/,f4ther Zra«rf, but hfe moved the court 
tb^nifiiti^g ^ h^vthitn gagg'd, and fonjc 
farther pimiibment infli^fted on him, for faying, 

* Tf all the martyrs that fuiFered in queen 

* Maty*s days, are called fchifmatical heretics^ 

* faftious feHows, traitors, and rebels, con- 
•* damned by holy church, what can we look 
Vfor ? Yet fo thfey\are ftiled by Dr. Peckling^ 

* ton in his dltare Chri/iianum, licenced by the 

* archbifliap's own chaplain ;' for which Dr. 
'PdckUngton and the archbifliop's chaplain were 
both afterwards cenfured by the lords. But 
iho* the merciful archbifliop could not prevail 
on the reft of the judges to inflifl greater 
cruelties on Mr. iPrv»ff, yet to gratify his re* 
vcDge, he caufed feveral who at Chtftir * and 
other places had (hew'd civilities to Mr. Pryrm^ 
as he was carrying prifoner to Carnarvon 
caftle, tho': his k<^epers were not forbid to let 

• Rtf/hvi\ abr.vol. 2. p. 29J, &c. 

-I any 



'and Orthodoxy \fi)aken. - 273 

ftoy vifit him, to be fined fome 500 /. fdm& 
300 /. others' 250 /• But Mr. Prynn was not 
long at Carnarvan callle (which, tho' a oaAy 
hole, was thought too good for him) ere he 
was removed to Mount Orguik in the ifland of 
Jerfey ; where by an extraordinary order under 
Laud's hand, none, but his keepers were per-" 
mitted to fpeak with him, and all his letters 
were intercepted*, and he not allowed pen » 
ink and paper to write for neceflaries» or to 
petition for relief. And in his petition to the 
houfe of commons, when releafed, he fays * he 
/ fent to the*archbifliop, todeflre him to re- 
Meafe or bail his fervant, that he might attend 

* him during his fores * ; which out of bis 

* grace and charity he utterly refufed, faying» 

* He would proceed againft him in the high 

* commiflSon, where he has ever fince been- 

* vexed, and fent from prifon tp prifon, only- 

* for refufiDg to accufe him the petitioner.' 
Nor was Dr. Baflwick^ or Mr. Burton notwich- 
ftanding his indelible charafter, ufed after a 
more humane manner ; both their wives being 
forbid to fet their feet on the iflands where 
they were prifoncrs. 

, Having mentioned Mr. Prynn s former fuf- 
ferings, 'twill not be improper to let the reader 

• Rujbw. vol. 3. p. 3C0. 
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1hk>w, that thi$ poor gentleiaaQ^ ooly for vrft^ 
Sag agaioft ftdige-ylayt^ (tbo' bb b9ok idib » 
aUQoer trtnfcfi|)eci OQt of ike fathers, being: 
fttU of q«otfltioo8 froBi thsm, and wis lieeocccb 
by avchbifliop MUt'% diaf^ain) wat not oidy^ 
cpmmitced to the Tower, wkhoot bail or 
matopriae, for a whole year, and denied acceii^ 
10 bis conncUi or eoaveoueat time lo cxaaiiiie 
witoefles; but tUb fined goooL expelled ther 
^iverllty of 0»fird and LimMs^inm^dngini^- 
ed, put from his pro&ffioa of the law, fee 
twiee ID the pUlory, where be loft bc^h hi»< 
ears, md had his faid licenced book burnt be-*^ 
fore Us face by the haogman } and after all he 
was condemDed (o perpetual knprtfofinent. 

Prynnh book againft ptays was the morer 
provokiog, becaufe the court was extreme!/ 
addided tothefe ludicrous entertainmeuts, andk 
the queen fo fond of them, that fho did not 
fcrpplc to a«a a part In her own royal peribo f r 
aDd therefore this treatife againft fbge-playa-^ 
was ft^pedted to be levelled at the pradices o£i 
the court,, and the exampfe pf the (jueen. And' 
there, being in the table of the book this re* 
ference, Women aSfon^ nctorious whons ; this^ 
was condrued by an innuendo to reflect oa. 

• Rujhzi\ voL z.»p, 179, &c». 
t Hi(^, En^U vol. 3. p4 62^ 
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as bb was tbe ibftriinieiit and abettor of ttkofk 
otto Vile th}llg^ fo he ^as of this profecution) 
by &etvi«g /^;y)M's bo<ac to thd kiag^ atkl 
polnttifg tirt the dflltdfite p*n of it/ and then byi 
cuft^toifid^ hfe cba^iii 6u Ne^liH (a Ht bufi-^ 
nefi f^if foch ft "O^bfltly dHkie) t^ ^kk out alfi 
thoTe pAflaged to which he tould give the 
fcvweft ttirts ; and hHkl^i by carrying thofe* 
notes tothe attbrtiey-geiiferal for matter ef infoi-- 
liiation^ ahd urging hicfi earlieftly te proceed' 
agaltfflthe ttnfhoi*. » Tfiis> the reverend deatii 
•-dfP^^ftf-^w^lAfiiysj *Ava&Ieokifd on byfom^ 
^ferioa^ meti as gtting coantetiance to the li« 
^ cebtioufBcfs a&d profaneiiefs of tbe ftage*^:^ 
Bdt vrfao covld^ whether ferious or not k-* 
pidos, txped ady other from aa atcbbtflioj> tbab 
appeared fo zeatour for profaning the Sabbatb^i 
afid ruined a great, many godiy ftnmiflfers aradi 
their fatnlike^ becanfe they would not read tho: 
proclamation for fports on the Lord's day ?, 

But as Laud had no regard td coofciencQ^ 
himfelfy fa he tookfpecial care that others 
flbduld haw as little ^whnefs tbe canons framed; ; 
by him and his hiftriiments for the clergy cC 
Scodond^ which obliged the whole clergy ai 
^at nation^ to fwear to fubmit to, and pay aili 

* HiH. o£ £i?^/a«^, hyT^t.Kenn£tiSo\%. p. 62, 
M.' 6u obedienceL' 
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obedience to what was enjoined by the Utor- 
gy, tho' they knew not what it contained, ii 
not being ready till a year after or theris* 
aboutsf. This no doubt was politicly done 
by him, fince be could not but fee, that if be 
once made the whole body of that clergy blind^ 
ly fwear to they knew not what, they could 
with a very ill grace pretend confcience for 
refufing to comply with any of his impeiitions* 
And much of a piece with this v^s the oblig* 
ing the Englifi) clergy to fwear, as they were 
bound by the canons of 40, to a government 
of, (^c. Now were there no bfc^ in the cafe, 
yetani>ath that obliges men^efpecially thofe 
who are concerned in the legiflature, not to 
endeavour to alter the government of the 
church, muft be, to fay no worfe, a very rafli 
oath, becaufeitis defigned to hinder men from. 
doing their doty, if ever they come to think 
thh government inconvenient or unlawful. 

But to return, during Prynns imprifonment, 
Dr. Bajlwnk was brought into the high-corn* 
miflion court, for a book entitled Elembut 
Pepifnii^ writ in anfwer to a book of one SbM 
a profefs'd papift \ for which he was condema- 
ed to a fine of a thoufand pounds, to be ex- 
comunicated, debarred his prafiice of phyiiCf 

f Ckmil* bin. fol« bcdc 2% p. 82, 

his 
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bis book to be burnt, and he to be imprifoned 
till he made a recantation*; or, in other 
words, difowned the king's prerogative; the 
defending of that being the great fault- of his 
book. 

And what made thpfe g^ntl^men, Pr^H^ff . 
Burtvfi^ and Baftwick fo very crimiaaU wa9. . 
their complaining of feveral innovations in the . 
cbnrcb (in defence of which, at their cenfure,; 
Zrtftt^madea very large fpeech, which is print- 
ed in the hiftory of his troubles) and for not . 
allowing bi(hops to be Jure^ Divino, f^iand for . 
maintaining that they incroached on the king's . 
prerogative, particularly in keeping courts,. . 
and iflbing out procefles in their own names. 
For this they exhibit a crofs bill againft the 
hiftiops ; upon which the archbiOiop demand- 
ed the opinion of the judges, whether they 
could not be punifiied as libellers, who all but 
one anfwered negatively,' for that it was ten- * 
dered in a legal way. Upon this the fiar- 
chamber prevailed on eleven of the ttvelve , 
judges, who had declared for the l^ality of : 
ihipmony, to declare likewife for the legality, * 
of btfliops iflTuing out procelTeSy and keeping . 
courts in their own names. : ' 

... t t 

♦ IVhitLck^s Memoirs, p. 21, 22. 

f RJhw. abridg. vol. 2t p. 275. 
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Hijgh- church have ia particular great reai*^ 
feu to thank God for the froedom meu e^joj 
under the prefeat adaiioiAration ; for had thej 
lived ia thofe days, and took the fame liberty 
to rail at the biihops then as they do now* ia 
reprefeotiiag them aa enemitt of th^or^er,. 
betrayed of the rights of th« ehrifikui dmrcby 
&r. tfaey would have undergone as fievere |hi*>' 
BHbment ^s thtfk three eoilfeflbrS) wbd bore- 
dl thtir fafPerings^ tho^ tbey had tK> prafpeCk 
of feeing an end of theaa, M^lb incredible Cotl<^* 
ii^ and refolntion. 

The next I fiiall naeatioft is the reve^ 
Ffiod Mr. Smart f a pt ebendary of Durbdmt Wbo> 
was kept pri(bner at T§rk four raodihs before 
any articles were exhibited agataft Um^ and; 
fiTc before a pro^or was allowed him*: 
Thence he was temoved to the ktgb^commiP- 
fion at Lambeth y and after loi% trouble re- 
manded to Toti^. fined 500/. committed to 
prifon, ordered to recant, and for refufing 
fined agaitt» excointnanicated, degraded, and 
depriTed ; his damage amouating in the whole 
to cbou&ftds'of pounds : and yet all the criine 
this poor man was guilty of, was his prefum-r 
Lag to preach againft fome innovations that , 

♦ /«//ipr's Chord) Hiiiory^p. 173. 
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creatuK of' Lau£% bad iDtro**- 
Aiced imo the chcrch of Durham^ where b& 
had fet.op a oiarble aUar^ mth all the appnr- 
tenaocet, namelf, » cope vrith the Trinity, 
aad God the Father in the figure of' an old' 
maa^ another with a criictfixv and the image 
•f Chrift with a red beard and- Uae cap : 
which was everf whit aa fcasdalous as Laud*w 
canfing the popi(h pi£tiire of the Trinity^ 
where God the Father waa dsawii like a Utile 
•id many to be painted alrdh at Lambfth'^i 
or bi$ fp^alUBg ijB^fafoiir of that painter^ wh^ 
toexpreftGod tho Father^ had painted on the 
l^aia divtrs tijttk old men barefooted* and in^ 
long blue coats, becaufe God 1$^ called in: 
Scripinre the Miiifrt »fD^*> But I refer the 
reader to Kujhwcrih f, where he wiU fee that 
the recorder of Sartm for porfuiog an order of 
veftry for breaking down this moft fcandakn» 
pifture, deprived of his recorderfhip, fiaedi 
500 /. and obliged to acknowledge his offence 
to the biihop of thedibcefe; tho* the churchy, 
in wfakh this panre was, was a lay-fee, and 
exempt from all efttfcopal jariidi^Hoo. 

. I (hall BOW give fome account of Dr. C«fin\ 
innovations, which were fo very feandalous,, 

* See Zfltt^s def. in Prynny p. 463. 
% -jR-^/^w. abridg, voU a. p. 124. . 
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that he was impeached ia parliameat for them, 
aod the commons prefered twenty one articles 
ugainft h}m *; foroe of which were, that he not 
only ttfed many extr»MtliAary bowings to the 
altar, bnt violently compelled others to do the 
lame, and called fome gentlewomen whores, 
jades and pagans, and tore their clothes for 
omitting it : That at the iirft CandUmas after 
his coming 'to that <hurch, he canfed three 
hundred wax-candles to be lighted in honour 
of our Lady, and placed fixty of them upon or 
about the dtar {Fuller adds, that he forbad 
any pfalms to be fung before or after fermon, 
but fubftituted in their place an anthem in 
praife of the three kings of Cohn) That he 
framed a fuperftitious ceremony at lighting the 
tapers on the altar, in caufing a company of 
boys to enter the church with burning torches, 
I * and to bow thrice towards the altar, and then 

to retreat with their face towards it : That he 
beat in the church, ta the great di(lurbance of 
the congregation, the dean's man, for ofFering 
to put out, at his mailerV command, fome of 
the many unneceflary lights he had fet up in the 
church : That in a fermon he faid, that our 
I reformers, when they aboliftied the mafs, took 

I away all good order j and inftead of reforma- 

1 tion, made a deformation : T4iat he faid, that 

• RuJbnA), abridg. vol. 3. p. 383, 

the 
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the king had no more power over the church 
than, the boy that rubbed hi$horfe's heels.; 

' and not only galled one of the canons rogue, 
rarcal, i^c but laid violent hands oh him in his 
owA houfe, for complaining of thefe words; 
and afterward he endeavoured by many uojuft 
ilratagema to have him turned out of his place. 
What happy days and glorious times were 
thefe, whei^ hig|^-churc)i could ruin a maufpr 

. but preaching ag|i)in(lfuch innpvations, for the 
fake<tf which Dr. Cofins was prd'ered to p 
good deanery by Laud I And what are we 
DowtoexpeS, if the Lauitan fa^ion tides 
uii^mphant 1 

Nay, higbchurch prlefts were thea growp 
fo. infolent, that the reverend Mr. Harrlfm 
came to the common-pleas bar, all the cparts 
then fitting, and cried aloud, / accuft Mr^ 
Juftiu Hutton of high treafon* : and /aid that 
hi mtidi choice efthis public way^ l^ecaufc thi 
etbir ha das publicily delivered his opinio fi againji 
Jhipmony. And being afked what point of 
high trf afon he accufed him of; heanfwere(], 
<' That he denied the king's fopremacy, la 
^ affirming the king had no lawful power to 
** levy (hipmony ; contrary to the opinion of. 
«< all the orthodox divines m the kifigdom«? 

• Ibid, vol, 2, p. 474. 

Indeed 
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Indeed If the opititenu of all the orthodox rff- 
fincr that prcaehtd tip tb6 la^fixlncft of the 
khigfs levying tales whhtJitt ^onfeftt ofpaf- 
Kattrent had been printed; h Would have made 
as large a book as the htfiofy of Pafftvetiie- 
dience ; where the opinions of as orthodoit dl* 
▼mes are nrenttencd, to prove that <Air «H, our 
ircty Ihrcs depend oa the wiHand pfcaftnreof od« 
ifvho is fntmilcd trith power by the kgiflatnre> 
*wr no other feafon than the defenc;c of ottr 
lives and Bbtrtics^. -"' - ' 

Bni to Aew ttiere WM nd ebtraOfr tf po(t 
to chtirch or fiate that could exedipt one from 
being treated after the.moO bacbacous manper,. 
^ute ^sfeniid ^not tmt hi to, the itAluaiy 
Waftifesof the^e 'tiroes, t fedlT tnftanca Itf Df. 
*WaSe«* W&op of LimMy who^th fo mtrch 
•hotjotir fnppoftcd the dlgnfty of lord keeper 
lender king Yames^ and loflr the feals with aa 
•g*e*t honour tender king Chafksy for havihg 
joined with other patriots iH oppofing the duke 
t/i Buckingham in patliament ♦ : liay; he had 
notbnlythe fcals^ tiketi from hhn, but was 
ttot allowed tt^ db Ms ' honfrag^ to the king 
With the r^ft of the-fpirkuftl k)rd« at the coro- 
Batio&, Itnd to execute bis ofSte as dean of 
H^eftmmfttr ^ a£K(Hfig at k j atd after that 

• Hift»of£/)^Zff»y^;vol, }. P..I4.. 



was deaieda patUaoieMury tiuammst vUcb 
Jho' fit lad, upoB a motiDiiiiii p^VMocatf It 
.was ok^tzituiiy jct he had a |>«rUsiikr«ckq-ge 
ffom ibc Iprd lulcper not to appear ia perfed^ 
$kml it Dv!t0 wtth fime dlffictilty thai: he got 
kare to make a proxy *• But what provoked 
the court sboA^ wfts, that he had ihe hootdf 
and courage, while the court-bi(hope and 
clergy were juftifyiag the king's levying money 
without parliament, to declare againft the 
loan (which obliged people to pay after iha 
ifateoffburfobfidiesand three fifteenths) This 
'#ccafioned an informatton of other matters to 
Ibe prefered againft him ia the ftar-chambef^ 
•and ofher hardihips to be put on him by the 
^ourt. But that which effeAually dtd his 
^finefs was^ that he a£ted like a chriHiaa and 
proteftant, and a true promoter of the king'a 
as well as the kmgdom's real intereft, in pre- 
venting \he fubjefts from being ruined by the 
ccdefiaftical courts for makers of opinion, and 
their afFe6tions alienated from the prince : and 
ihcrefore he advifed Dr. L(imb dean of the 
arches, Dr. Sibthorp^ and foriie proflorsy who- 
were at dinner with him at Bugden, ^ to take* 
f off their heavy hands from the puritans j in* 
^ forming-them that his majefty intended here^ 

" • Hi& diEngH p. tKlJh 

* aftcc 
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* after to ufe them with more mildnefs, as a 
' CDnfiderable pafty thlaithad^ iofluence^ oq' the 
^ parliametit, wixhoiit whofe'affiftance the king 

* CDQld ndt comfortably fupply his neceffities : 
< adding) tbat the kiog had commuoicated to 

* him, by his own mouth, his refolotion of 
^ dealing more gently with men of that opr* 

* nion*.' 

Some years after ttiis advice, an informatioii 
was given in the flar- chamber, by Lamb znd 
Sikhrp, that the bifhop did give great dlfcoor 
ragement to their proceedings againft the pu- 
ritans, and that he a(ked Lamb whether the 
puritans did not pay loan- money f ; to which 
he anfwered, they did conform in that part, but 
that neverthelefs they were puritans, not con*- 
formable to the church. To which the bifliop 
replied, Jf they pay their money fo readily to the 
king^ the puritans are the king's beji fubje^s^ and 
1 am fur e they will carry all at Iqft* But as to 
this information, either the matter was thoHight 
too frivolous, or even fuch a poor fiory want« 
ed fufficient evidence to fupportit ; and there- 
fore the attorney-general let fall this bill, and 
preferred another againft the bi(hop for tarn* 

♦ F«//fr's Church Hiftory, p. 155. 
t Hiflory of England, vol. 3. p. 84. 

pcring 
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pering with the king's witneffcs in this very 
caufe, which himfelf had dropt. 

All the vileft methods w:cre ufed to frighten 
the biftiop's witnefles, ^nd fome of them not 
permitted, after a long and clpfe ioiprifonment, 
to have their liberty, till they owned, under 
.ther hands, crimes both againft themfelves and 
the bi(hop*j which afterwards they denied on 
their oaths 5 while no exceptions were allowed 
againft the king's witnefles', but their credit 
was to be efteemed facred in all they avered 
or- depofed for the king. Bat I refer the 
reader to Hacket's life o£ WilUamsy to fee what 
villainous inftruments, perjuries, fiiborna- 
tions, expunging and rafing of records were 
made ufe of by his grand adverfery Z««^to, 
ruin his bcnefaftor, whofe greateft crime was, 
that he had been fo inftrumental in preferring 
fo vile and ungrateful a man. 

Indeed the whole management did appear 
fo very grofs to the parliament, that they not 
only ordered all the records relating to that 
fuit to be obliterated, but it did haften, as the 
hiflorian f obfe'rves, if not chiefly caufe the 
fuppreffion of the court of ftar-chamber. 
The judgment was fuitable to all the reft of 

* Fuller,^, 158, t Ibid. 

the 
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'Ae-proceedings } for the bifliep was fined ttft 
thoufand pounds, iafyended « kmt/tih l^ tffici^^ 
and to be imprifoned during the king's plea-^ 
ibre. Befidts this, he was condemned to pay 
to Sir Jfbn Mnmfon a thoufand marks, for 
faying that the order, he and Ibme other 
jnflices made againft Prigton, a witnefs of the 
bifliop^Sy was a pocktt^order^ and made ia am 
imi. 

This iVif^vfr was aecufed, ta order to inva- 
]ldatehis.teftimon7,of ba^ngabaftard, which 
was banded at Lincoln affixes between him and 
aDo thcr * ; one feffioos fathering it on him^ . 
tbe next clearing him fnDtp it, the third re« 
tnrning it upon him again ; which order was 
again diflhlf«d by the king's bench, and Pr/- 
g0on cleared from the ditld* And becaflfe the 
biftiop's fenrants concerned themfelves in be* 
half of Prigeifn^ therefore their mafter was not 
only condemned, as above-mentioned, for 
tampering with witneffcs, but three of thcm^ 
were likewife fined, and one ia no lefs than a 
thoufand marks : and Laiid made a fpeecb of. 
ahnoft an hour long in the (lar- chamber, to 
aggravate the crime, and yet at the fame time 
pretended he had been five times on his knees 
to the king in the bilhop's behalf. 

♦ Rujbnv. abj^!dg« vol, 2. p, 317, &c. 

The 



Tbe>i(hDp 4urkg his <M<P imprtfoooiQac 
in the. Twirr^ wMclv was sbout four ycaf% 
was eumiacd ufy^Q a,, l^k of articles of 34c 
iheets, writtea on botli il4cs» ia order i(o dor 
prive him of his biftioprick*. One article was, 
Hhat ^ boblttSeotujedfay his Graced chap- 
lains, as Cbune and Sahj popi(h books, with 
Manwaring^ fermons, ar« prcrunacd by all 
true fubjefts to be orthodox, and agreeable to , 
found religion. This the 'bifliop utterly dc«- 
pieii» Md wpad^ed at thfir Mnpadf ace to 
propound fuch a^ .article to hm 

Another article related to the Kcenfing of 
b<^>l^^ wliieli be faid^ <' bokwgi^.ooISr to M- 
'« ihops, and toall biihbps allkQiatkd not to their « 
" fcrvants : however, his Grace had fliuffled 
■*• In his chaphains ia the laft printed jftar- 
*'x:hiitnber decree;" But more frivolods were 
the cnfuJtig' articles : 

That He had called a book i&titted^ A Cod 
frtm tfk AUar^^ a pampHlet; 

Thathefaid, that all .flefh vcl England \i^^ 
corrupted their ways, 

• l^u^hf^ P* ryy. 

That 
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That hd faid fcoffiaglyi be had heard of a 
-mother- church, but not of a mother-chapel, • 
mcanittg the king's, to wbfcb'all churches in' 
ceremony were to conform. 

That he had wickedly jefted on St. Martin's 
hood. 

That he faid, the people are not to be lafhed 
by every man's whip. 

That he iaid, citing k national council for 
it, that the people ate God*s and the king's, 
and not the prieft's people. 

That be does not allow prieAs to jeer^ and 
make inveAives againft the people. 

It flieyrs what a temper his adverfaries were 
of, when they thought thcfe articles of fuch a * 
criminal nature, as that a biihop might be . 
deprived for them : and it likewife fliows what 
a regard they had to the eharafter of a biihop, 
when of five perforis who were to fit judges of 
his doftrine, with a power to deprive him of 
his biftioprick, three of them were lay-doc- 
tors : And tho' the biftiop objefted againft 
his lay-judges, yet this was over- ruled, and he 
as one of the king's fubjejls required to make 
his anfwer. 

AU 
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AH that had been hitherto done agaiaft the 
Wlhop of Lincoln did not fatisfy the malice of 
his enemies, bnt they caufed him to be fined 
again five thoufand pound to the king, and 
three thoufand pound to archbifliop Laud^ 
l>ecaufe forfooth one OsbaldiJIon^ a fchoolmaf* 
tcr at Weftmlnjier^ writ letters to him, where* 
in were thefe words: The little vermin^ the 
urchin f and hocus pxus, is ihis Jltfrmy Chrijimas 
at variance with the leviathan *. And the wit- 
ne/Tesagainft the bifliop were his two Servants, 
who were before confined in the court of ftar- 
chamber for tampering with Witnefles \ whereof 
one was his fecretary f, ** who the bifhop 
*' faid had a commiffion to open his litters in 
«« his abfence ; and if any fach letters were 
«* found in his houfe, they were laid up and 
** concealed by his fecretary ; and tho' he had 
*• received fuA letters, no law dhrefted tht 
*« fubjeft to bring to a juftice of the peace 
**. enigmas or riddles, but plain, literal and 
c^ grammatical libels againft a kfiowa and 
** clearly decyphcre^ perfon.: and that Of- 
*' baldifton denied that he defigned archbifliop 
** Laud and the treafurer Wejlfin by thofe 
«( words, but depofed on oath he meant other 

• FulUr*% Church Hiftory, p. 165. 
f Rufinv* abridg. vol. 3, p. I z, &C. 
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2Q0 The Pillars of Priestcraft 
** perfqns^ whom 'twas proved he ufed to call 
c' by thofe batnes*" But this did do more ex-* 
cufe the bUhop than the fchoolmafter, who 
w^ fined jfCOoA to the king, and to pay 
5000 /. to the archbiihop, deprived of all fpi- 
ritual dignities .and promotions, and his ears 
nailed to the ^pillory in the prefence of his 
fcholars. If men (hould .be fcrvcd fo now for 
railing, not onjy in eqigmas and riddles, but 
openly and plainly, at an archbifhop, diere 
would fcarcebe a high-churdi prieft in the 
kingdom with any ears on. 

But all this did .pot put an end to the bi(hop 
of Lincoln's troubles*} for there was a new 
information of ten articles drawn up againft 
him, tho* for the main they were but |he cour 
feqaence and deductions of thefuppofed former 
fault, in tampering with witnefles, .for which, 
be had been fo feverely cenfured before. But 
the broils with Scotland, and other things in- 
tervening, put a ftop to this profecutioni and 
not long after this tamper er with witne/fis was 
made archbilhop of Tori. 

But the higheft poft in the church, the me- 
tropolitical fee of all England, in a reign fup- 
pofed fo tender of the rights of the clergy, 

♦ FHlier'st Church Hiflory, p. 165, 

4 could 
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could. Dot fecure the good and wife ftrchbifliop 
Mi9t from being treated very inhumanly, only 
for refttfing to Hcenfc a fermon of Dr. Sih-^ 
ib$rp\ which direAly fobverted the whole 
conftitutio^g and deftroyed all property, in 
maintaining that the king had a divine right 
to impofe taxes without confent of parliament^ 
and that the fubje^l, on pain of damaatidn, 
was obliged to pay them; and this he termed 
apoftolical obedience. Nothing could fatisfy 
good king Charles^ but that the archbifliop 
muft licenfe this fermon ; which when he re- 
fnfed to do, the king fent him menace. on 
tnenace, in order to flight him to a com* 
pliancc; znALaud^ thej) bifliop^of S/. Davidi^ 
was ordered by the king to anfwcr the reafons, 
which the archbilhop, who was then fick u 
Lambeth, fent to the king to excufe himfelf for 
not licenfing Sibth§rf^s fermon : and for this 
fervice he was made a privy councellor. But 
the ki-ng being fenfible how little his champion 
was able to cope with the archbi&op, would 
not fufTer him to have a copy oiXaud^s anfwer, 
or even to read it himfelf; and when he found 
the archbifiiop was immovable, he not only 
forbad him meddling with the high commif- 
fion, but baniflied add confined him to an old 
boufe of his near Canterbury. But feeing this 
difgrace and confinement did not break the 
N 2 heart 
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heart of the good old man, miferably a£9iAed 
mth gout and ftooe, nor make him a£l agaioft 
his coofcieDce, there was a commilCoD granted 
to Laud and fomc other biftiops to try him for 
en irregularity, for which he had been acquit- 
ted fcven years before by bifliop /Indreuus^ Sir 
Edward Cote and others *, whom king yames 
iiad impowered to.try hrm for this very thing. 
Bot 'tis not flrange he ihould be now found 
guilty and fufpended, when his judges were 
to be intrufled with his archiepifcopal power. 

The good archbifliop had the fatisfaAion to 
fee thefe doctrines he refufed to iicenfe difap- 
proved by the king bimfelf, in the proclama- 
tion he fet forth for caliiog in Manwaring^z 
fermons : But the world, which faw how foon 
alter he had preferments heaped on him, could 
no more believe the king was in earned, thaft 
Mamvarlng himfelf was when he made his re* 
cantation, efpecially when they faw this prac«» 
fifed with relation to others, and that Mont^» 
gui f, foon after a proclamation toceofitTehia 
for his book, had letters patents for a bi- 
Aoprick. 

♦ /W7^'s Chureh Hiftory. 

t Hifl, oi EnglmJi vol. y p. 5«> 55» 

S The* 
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Tho* ihefe were the deep policies of the 
court at that tiine» yet the archVifhop had the 
fatisfaftion to fee the parliament very mtich ic^ 
earneft in approving what he did, by cenfuring 
both SUnhorp^^ and Manwaring*^ fermons: 
And the articles on which the latter was im- 
peached by the commoas and condemned by 
the lords, were ♦, 

1. That he laboured to infufe into the con- 
(bience of the king, that his power was not 
limited by law ; which Icing James in his fpeech 
to the parliament called tyranny, yea tyranny 
accompanied with perjury* 

2. That he endeavoured to perfuade the 
confcieilces of the fubjedls, that they are bound 
to obey illegal commands > yea he dasaas them 
for not obeying them. 

3. He robs the fubjeSs of tbepcopriety of 
tbdr good9« 

. 4. He endeavours to fet a dtviiioo between 
the head aod memberSi and between the mem^* 
bers themfelves* 

» Hift^of £«^/. p. 51. 
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5. That like Fdux^axA his followers he (ecks 
to blow up parliameats and parliamentary 
powers. 

Are not all the preachers of abfohite power 
in the prince, and tralimiced obedience in the 
fubjeds, guilty of tbefe damnable crimes I 
What can more efFe^iually blow up parlia- 
ments, and all parliamentary powers, than 
making the lives and fortunes of all the good 
people of England depend on the will and plea« 
fure of a iingle perfon ? Sucb a precarious 
tenure makes us all TurkeyHLvra^ and not free- 
born Engiijhmen : and confequently the preacfr* 
iBg up that doAfine is the greateft treafoa 
that can be againft the confiitutton. 

If the clergy tbemfeWes, even the greateft 
of them, bi&ops and archbifliops, were (b" 
barbaroufly dealt with, that would not come 
in to the arbitrary, meafures of high church, 
we can't think the laity had better ufage, and* 
therefore I fliall only give an inftance or two 
of their treatment. Lilb$urn and fnartm 
were put into the ftar-chamber court, for 
printing feditious books contrary to the decree 
of that court * : but refufing to take the oatb 

* Rmjbvf. abridg. vol. 2. p. 34;* 

€9 
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ex officio^ and infilling that no man was obliged 
to accufe himfelF, and that imporing this oath 
was contrary to the rights of freeborn Engli/b^ 
wen^ were for their refufal fct> in the pillory, 
and fined 500 /. each, and Lilbourn whipped 
from the Fleet to the pillory j where for 
the liberty of fpeech that he took, and for 
difperfing of fome pamphlets faid, tho' never 
proved, to be feditious, he was by order of the 
court of ftar-chambcrgag*d during the refidue 
of the time he was to ftand in the pillory, and 
afterward ordered to belaid alone in the wards 
of the prifon, where none but the meaneft fort 
are put, with double irons on his hands and 
kgs, and none permitted to refort to him, and 
all letters, writings and books brought to bimr 
to be feized and delivered to the courts 

When his judges were impeached in parlia- 
ment for this fcntence, the cruelty of his being 
' wbipt from the FUttXQWiJirfiinJier^ where he 
badatleaft 1500 firipes, was much infilled 
on. 'Twas urged, « That even in Frana the 
« judges would allow no more than 13 blows 
« to a prieft, who had perfuaded a poor maid 
< that St. Francis had a mind fucb a night to 

* lie with her, and fo feigning of himfelf Su 

* Francis^ was taken in bed with her : and that 
« for the pillory, it was not defigned for 

* gentlemen as Mr. Lilbourn was, but was firft 

N 4 • invent- 
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* iovented for mountebanVs and cheats^ to ck-^ 
<'ak tfaeiD la the fame kind as they had exalted 
t themfeiycs upon benches aad forms to abnfe 

• the people/ And whether this reafon does 
not extend to mountebanks in divinity, when 
being exalted in their wooden boxes, they 
abufe the people with feditious difcourfes, I 
leave the reader to judge. 

The next inftance I fhall produce, to (hew 
that no Aation could exempt a man, in thofe 
bleflcd limes, from being profecuted contrary 
to all law and jufllce, ihall be of Sir John El-- 
Uotj Mr. Dinz'tl H^llisy and feveral other 
members of the houfe of commons, whowera 
proceeded againft in the ilar-chax^er for li- 
berty of fpeech, foeffciitial to all parliamcQt^ryj 
debates : but after they had Jain in prifon about 
half a year, the procefs againft them in that 
court was let fall, and they were profecuted 
in the king's bench, where the defendants pot 
in a plea to the jurifdiflion of the court * ; 
which being over-ruledi judgment paft againft 
each of them on a nihil d'cit ; and Sir John El- 
Hot was fined 2000/. Mollis 1000 marks, l^c^ 
and every one of them to be imprifoned during 
the king's pleafure, and not to be delivered 

• Hillory of Eu^UuJf vol j. p^ 43. 

out 



out of prifoQ without giving fecurity fiwr their 
good behaviour, and owDiag their ofiencer 
which rather than do, like good patriots, tbejt 
were content to fuiHrr a long tnsprifonment 
(where feveral (^them died} before they would 
betray the rights of parliament.. 

This liberty of fpeech was looked oa as a 
greater crime ia Elliot than others'*, becaufe 
he had before been enjoined filence in the 
houfe, by a command* of the king, delivered 
him by the fpeaker; and had beta before im- 
furifoned for pvefumtng to concern himfelf, tho*" 
fay order of the houfe, in the impeachment of 
the duke of Buckingham f, and for which he 
obtakied a vote of the houfe that he bad not 
exceeded his. commiiSon : and he was after 
tkat commktedr prifoaer to the Gatihoufe%y for 
not complying with the demand of the ^oan,.. 
and his petition lor his difcharge was reje A sdi» 

"What provoked high-chwch chiefly againft 
Elltoty was refleftiog on that part of the king's 
dccIaraiLon prefixed to the 3xft article, where 
'tis affirmed, 1/ there be any difference in opi^ 
nion comerning the interpretation of the articles^ 
the convocation has power to ftttle thofi difputei |«. 

• Hiftory o^EngLndy p. 4% f Ibid. p. 23, 24. 
X Ibid, p. 37r I Ibid, p. 47^ & 54. 
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This he faid was giviog them a power bf 
which popery might be iDtrodaced : and the 
commoDS were fo feafible of the fatal coafe* 
quences that might attend religion if the con- 
vocation was trufted with fuch a poweri that 
they entered a protedation againll it. 

Thus it was that all forts of people were 
opprefled and mined, without any more regard 
to their fiaiion or charadlers, than to law or 
juftice ; and the judges were fomiferably over- 
awed, that if a man did not ftand right in the 
opinion of Laud and his minionsi, he was ta 
expeO, no right in TFiftminftir'halh and it was 
f arely, very rarely^ Uut they durft fend any 
prohibitions to the ecclefiafiical courts, how 
much foever they exceeded their bounds, eves 
tho' the eccleflaftical high-commiflion conre 
took to themfelves a power of fining and im- 
prifoning. And the court of common pleas 
fending a rule, in Sir GiUs AlUngtm\ cafe, to 
the high commi/IIon, to (hew caufe why a 
prohibition (bould not be granted, was, fays 
my author *, * fo bold a ftroke in thofe days, 

* when the clergy had got the whole power of 

* the kingdom in their hands, that the king 

* bimrcrf interpofed, and by the lord keeper 

♦ Ri^T^^v. abridg, vol, 2, p. 87. 
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« reprimanded the judges ; and Laud, tfiea 

* bi(hop of London, threatened to excommuni- 
^ eate them in his own diocefe, and to declare. 
« !t at Pours crpfsy in cafe the archbilhop of 

* Canterbiry did not do it in his province/ 
Which fa overawed the judges, that they, left 
Sir GiUi to the merty of the high commiffion 
courts where eight biihops and four civilians 
fined him 12000/. to the king; 

. My lord Clarenim fays •, * It can^t be dc- 

* Died, that by the great power of fomebilhopsr 
^ at court, tlie high commiffioo court had' 

* mucih overflowed its bairics, not only by med- 
^ dling with things not within their cognr- 

* zance, but extending their judgments in mat>- ' 
« ters triable before them beyond that degree 

< that was juflifiable } and grew to have fo 

* great a contempt of the cdmmon laW, an^ 

* the profeiTorsof it, that prohibitions fromr' 

* the fuprcme courts of law, which have and* 

< muft have the fuperin tendency oi^r all infe- ' 

< rior courts, were not only negleded, but the 

* judges reprehended for graatiog them, which 

* without perjury they couW not deny ; and 

< the lawyers difcountenanced for moving 
^ ihem, which they were obliged in duty to do^ 

* fo that thereby the clergy made almoft the 

• Vol. I. p, 221, 222. ^ 
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)vhole profeffion^ if not their - eaei&ies, yet 
very undevotcd to them. Then it grew from 
an ecckfiafiical court to a court of reTCttQCf 
and xGQpofcd gceat lines ; which ca^r4f of 
fining \Kas much morefr^qjaeatyaodthcfitiE? 
heavier after the )lix% had granted all that 
rerenue, vrhatfoever tc jQiould proire^ to b« 
imployed for the reparation of Poi^'s^chur^h/ 
And in another place he fays ^, ^ That the 
peevifli fpirits of fome clergymen, had taken 
great fHuos to alieaate the profeffioa of the 
comoxm^ law from them ; and that odiers 
i^lieved the flraitntng the profeffion of that 
kw mnfli nece&rily inlarge the jnrifdi^on 
of the charcb. Hence, fayi he^ arofe their 
bold aad unwarrantable opposing prohibi- 
tions, and other procfeedings of law in behalf 
of the ecclefiaiftical courts/ And then addsy 
I never yet fpoke with one clergyman, who 
hath had the experience of both litigations, 
that bath not ingennoufiy confefled, he had 
rather, in refpei^of Im trouble, charge, and' 
fatisfaftion to hi« itnderftanding, have three 
flirts depending in 7VeJimin/ler'haU^th2Ln one 
in the arches^ or any other ecclefiafticalcourt.*^ 
Tis Vifible from this great man's opinion, how 
natural a tendency the principles ofhigh-churcb 

• VoU !• B» 4»p^ Z/^ly 2^2^ 
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h^vt tD kad tbe ckcgy into a contempt of tbc 
cofDOKiolaw, and the psofefibrS' of 'it 'y and io 
ooofeqiieDce to- trainpk upon all the rigfus of 
tke paapie^ wbifikr are mif ieeinxd by a jttft 

' , ■ '. . • ' 

Had not high church been coBtiamUf 

preaching, up* that kiaga are foperier to all^ 

iHimaotlawS) attbafriog by d»viae ri^t an sb- 

fblute p>owei over ilb^ properties^ of tbcur fiib- 

j«as,.IaQ| eerily pctiftiaded Isiog Cimrks's 

tmff^ ha4 aot>^eQ ftjii&ed with fo many a£b 

of Off reffioOy ^hich vrere (nore and greater 

than t|;ie people £elt in any, I might lilmoit 

:Tcature to fay in all the re^na fiace the ceifr- 

qxieft till (bat time. la one ye^ the kkig de» 

mafld$ lOooQo/of ih^&cMy of L/^f^n by way 

o£loan ^and not. ooly foccea than to pay it,' 

but to fit put tweit^ty in«a of war at their own* 

es^pence f. Befide$ other t axes impofed by his 

own amhorit^Tf my l^tdCkntuion fays *, * Sup^ ' 

< pleoi€nt;al af^s c^ date .were made to fuppty 

* defeO of. la>ws>; fo coqnage and poM^^age, 
^ gad o^ar duties, upon merchandizes) 'were 

• ^oileited by order of the board, which hstd 
^ been pofitively: refufed to be fettled by aft of 
^ jj^liaaient, and now gseatCK hnpofition laid 

^ Ppjhw. Hift. Coll. abridg. vol. i.p.3^7, 36$. 
• C Imnndohh Hitf. »•, 3 ^ p^ :^^f J5» * 
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* on trade. Obfolete laws were revived aad^ 

* rigoroufly execated^ viz* Foreft laws and 

* knighihood [which laft obliged all perfons 
that had for the three laft three years 40 A p^r 
annum io their hands^ or for their ufe, to re^ 
ceive the order of knighthood] And he adds, 

* That no kb unjaft projeAs of all kinds, 
■ many ridiculoQs, many fcandalons, and alt 
^ vfery grievoosy were fet on foot ; and thac 
«• the cooncil-chamber and ftar-chamber held 
« for honourable that which pleafed, and for 
« juft that which profited ; and, bemg the fame 
' perfons in feveral rooms, grew both coorts 

* of law to determine right, and conrts of 

* revenue to bring money ^into the treafary t 

* the coandl-t^ble by proclamatioor enjoiniog 
« to the people what was not enjoined by the 
« kw, and prohibiting what was nor prohibit- 

* ed ; and the ftar chamber cenfuring the 

* breach of tbofe prodamations by very large 
*£nes and imprifonmentf: And that there 

* were very few perfons of quality who had 

* not fuffered or been perplexed by the weight 

< and fear of thofe judgments and cenfures; 

< and that no man could hope to be longer 
' free from the inquidtion of that court, than 

* he refolved to fubmii to extraordinary 
f courfes/ 

f GarmMz Hifl^ p^ azj, 

Aty. 
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A tyniBny made familiar by long ufe^ fs 
nmch eaiier to be borne than a new one : a nd 
therefore the Englijh^ the freeft people m the 
world, muft be in a terrible conflernation and 
Confufion^ when they found themfelvcs all of a 
fudden overwhelmed with a vaft inundation 
of oppreffion of all kinds ; and that the law» 
indeadof redrefCng thefe grievances, was per- 
verted by mercenary judges, to entail flavery 
CD themfeires and their poflerity : And that the 
parliament, which was their I'aft refuge, whea 
it met, which was very feldom, was conftantly 
infulted, and the members upon its unfeafon- 
able difolntion were fined and imprifoned- 
during the kingls pleafure : And that martial 
la^ was praftifed in time of peace, and projeAs- 
on foot for bringing in foreign force, and the 
chtrrcb in a wor-fe condition than the ftate, by 
the clergy's carrying their ecclefiaflical tyranny 
higher than ever it was in thefe kingdoms in 
the times of popery (to which they were daiif 
making advances} by thefe two courts of in* 
quifitioD, the high-commifGon, and the ftar- 
chamber, which, inflifled fuch terrible punifii* 
ments, as that death kfelf> compared witli 
them, ought to be efieemed a favour. And a 
man muft be firangely in love with life, who 
would not prefer dying before the fuiferings 
which bigh'Church infliAed oik the reverend 
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Dr. Oates^ or evcQ Mr. Jobnfon^ tho' thejr 
cfcaped feveral of the cruelties that the flar- 
chamber ufed to infiifV oq clergymen ; fuch as 
nailing of ears to the pillory, cutting ihem ofF» 
flitting of nofes, branding them in the face with 
hot irons. And I can't but think Mr. Tutchin 
was very much in the right, who rather thaa 
endure the whippings, to which Jefferiesy in 
the bloody afBzes of the TV^Jl^ condemned him, 
irpon no other pretence than not owning his 
right name, petitioned king Jamei in the fol- 
lowing manner : * That he humbly conceives 
« that the fentence pad on him by Jefferus is 

• worfe than death , and therefore humbly 

• prays your majefty will be mercifully pleafed 

• to grant him the favour of being hanged 
♦with thofe of his fellow- prifoners that are 

• condemned to die ; and till then your pc- 

• titioner, ^c*. 

But it not being the bafinefs of this pap^ 
te-cOnfider the cruelties of thofe reigns, where 
the king's bench fupplied tKe want of the ftar- 
chambery by loDpofing immoderate fines, and 
i^fli^ing e;(ce(I]ve corporal punilhments; I 
ftall refumc the thread of my difcourfe, rela- 
tfog to the cruelties of the high comraiiEon 
and the flar* chamber, where if there happened 

• fTfJ^ern Martyrology, p^ izS. 
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to be any difference as to the degree of punilh- 
ment, the ecclefiaflicks ufaally voted with 
ihofe who were for the fevereft. Nay, I (hall 
give an ioftance where Laud had not authority 
enough to get one man to join with him in the 
punifhing of ai man, and that was in the cafe 
of Gillibrand an almanack- maker, who was by 
his order put into the high commiflSon courts 
for leaving out of his calendar the names of the 
popifh faints, and putting in thofe of the pro-^ 
teftant martyrs *. Aad tho* at the.hearing of 
the caufe it appeared it was the fame with Fox* 9 
authorifed calendar, and that almanacks of that 
kind had b?en formerly printed ; for which 
reafbn GUHhrand was acquitted by archbifliopi 
Abb:ty and all the reft of the court; yet Laud 
would by no means confent, and cried, Tbi 
queen herfelf had ccmpioined to him cfthis almor' 
nackf tihich gave great offence to thofe of her re* 
ligion^ and therefore he hoped it Jbould not pafs un-* 
funi/hed in ihat court. And when he faw Jie 
could not prevail, he told the almanack- maker 
with a great deal of fury, Tou have ntadea,fac-^ 
tion in this courts for which you ought to he pu^. 
nijhed ; and then threatened him with a fecond 
profecution, which put the poor man into a 
fever, of which he died. This was more 

• 
• Ztfu/s trial by ?r;fnn^ p, 183, 184, 503, 506. 
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fcaadatoas tlsan preferring Dr. Pocilingfifn^ 
who hid fo {candaloufly libelled the proteftant 
mattyrs ; for >xrhich, as has been already- ob*-" 
ierved> he was ceofared in paxliament. 

Laudy whether it was to promote his intereft 
it court, or for any other motive, appeared {0 
great a favourer of popery and popifli books, 
that even while he was bifliop of London hi9^ 
was petitioned againft by the pptnters zMi 
bookfellerSy for reflraining books written a- 
gainft popery; and tHcy complained that 
dii^ers of them were in the hands ^f purfivants^ 
for printing againft popery; and that the 
books againft it were not allowed by him or 
his chaplains, who had then the fole licenflhg 
of books *i 

fn a word, LaueP^ chief defign was 16 ad- 
vance xht ^ccIeflaAical power above the law of 
the land (one of the articles on which he was 
ioipeached) And' therefore while he was aim*-* 
itg at a papal power himfelf, afTeAing to hie: 
called His HoUmfs^ znd Mo^ Holy Father^ and 
Summus Pontl/exfi titles which cuftom has^ 
appropriated to the pope ; and feveral as ilat-^ 
tering titles, as JrchangiluSy i^ ne guid nimp 

* Rujhw. irt fol. voK I. p. 655* 
j[ Heylin's Life Of Laud, p. 297. 

Spirittr 
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Spiritu SanHo effuJifJimiplinutX: Yis no won* 
der he were no friend to the pope's fupremacy 
or infallibility. But for the other popi(h doc- 
trines which ferved to fet up an Englijh popery* 
we need go no farther than his life written 
by his own chaplain Heylin^ to fee how ready 
he was to faroitr all who promoted them, and 
how feverely he treated all who oppofed them ; 
the books of the ranked papifts being either 
licenfed by his chaplains, or approved by 
hitnfelf $ and not only new books againft popery 
were hindered from being publiflied» or called 
In, and paflages againft popery deleted in others 
(o£ which you have a large account in Prynn*% 
hiftory of his trial) but the beft proteftant 
ones, as were formerly licenfed by authority, 
were not permitted to be reprinted: fuch as 
Fox\ Ails and Monuments (of which every 
church is obliged to have one) Dr. fVilkt^ and 
the famous bi(hop JewiPs works ; nay evea 
the Prague of Piny j which had been printed 
fix and thirty times, could not now obtain a 
new licence. And had not his creature bifliop 
Wrenj the lame delign, when he put this into 
the articles of his vifitation, 7hat the church^ 
wardens in every parijh of his diocefe ftmdd in* 
fnire whether any perfons prefnmed to^ talk of 

X HiAory of his trouble;^ p. 284 >, 525^. 

reEgion 
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filigicn Qt thilr tables ^ and in their famlles ? 
SiQce fuch agrofs ignorance as thismuA caufe^ 
would' as much help to bring in popery^ as the 
rcdraint of proteAant books. 

• , * - 

The beft argument Heylin has to prove 

Laud was no papift, was his marrying the earl 
of Devonjhire to my lord Rich's ^yife, while he ' 
Nvas alive, and not divorced a vinculo matri" 
monii* ; which he fays mayfervefor afufficient 
argument that he was no papijf^ nor cordially of* 
felled to that religion. But whether he was fo 
or no, I refer the reader to what this chaplaia 
of his fays concerning the projeftof the uniod 
with the'papifts ; which he docs not deny his 
Grace was concerned in f* 

But becaufe he is magnified by high church 
for his great fcrvice to king and church, I 
fliall (hew from my lord ClarendoHj that be 
was the chief caufe of the rain of both. For 
he owns, * That when he was made archbiftiop 
•'(which was in 1633.) it was a time of great 
•^afeand tranquiHity: The king had made 

* himfelf fuperior to all thofe difficulties ke 
♦had to contend with, atid was now reve- 
^ renced by all his neighbours ; the general 
^lemper and humour pf the kingdom littte 

♦ Hefiitt^i life ojf LavJ^ p* 535 f Ibid. p. 238. 

^ iacllaed 
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* Inclined to the papift, and Icfs to the puritan 

< — The churchwas not repined at, nor the kaft 

* inclination fhewn to alter the government or 

* dlfcipline thereof, or to change the doilrine ; 

* nor was there at that time any confiderable 

* number of perfons of any valuable condition 

* throughout the' kingdom who did wifl^ 

* either : and the caufe of fo prodigious^ 
' change in fo few years after, was too viGblc 

< from the efFcfts ; the archbiihop*s heart was 

* fet upon the advancement of the church, 
'fcfrj/ Then he goes on to declare what 
methods he took to bring about fo prodigiou? 
a change, and fays, « He provoked men of all 
« qualities and conditions, who agreed in no- 
« thing elfe but their averfion to him */ And 
how could it be otherwife, fmce he concerned 
himfelf in every thing; and, as Clarendon ob- 
ferves, * never abated in any thing of his feve- 

* rity and rigour towards men of all cohdi- 

* tions, or in the (harpnefs of his language and 
« expreffions : which was fo natural to hin\, 

* that he could not debate any thing without 

* feme commotion, nor bear contradiciiott, 

* even in the council^ where all men are equal- 

* ly free, with that patience and temper that 

* was neceflary, of which they who wiflied him 

t C/tfr/»^/o»»s Hift. vol. I. p» 6i> 71. 
♦ Ibid. p. 79. 

*not 
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< iiot well took many advantages : particniarif . 
« my lord Cottington^ wHo knew too wdl how 

< to lead him into a imftake,and then drive him 

< into choler, and then expofe him upon the 
' matter and the manner^ to the judgment of 

< the company ^. He entertained, fays this 
« noble lord, too much prejudice to fome per* 

< fons, as if they were enemies to the difcipline 
•of the<:hurch, becaofe they concarred with 

^ Calvin in fomefdoArioal points (as tbi Mj of 

• the dergy then did) when they abhorred his 
« difcipline, and reverenced the government of 
« the churchy and prayed for its peace with as 

• muchzeal and fervency as any in the king« 

• dom ; as they made manlfeft in their lives, 

• and in their fufferings with it and for itf- 
And another hiftorian, who is not backward 
on all occafions to commend Laud^ owns, 

' < That the proceedings in the fpiritual courts, 

< not only agatnft open feparatifts and profefs*d 

• puritan^, but even againft many true mem- 

• bers of the church, that did not come up to 

• new meafures ; were fo ftrift and fevere, that 

< it gave occafion to ftrike at the jurifdiciion of 
« thofe courts J.* And when fo many of the 
true members of the church were ufed fo 
feverely, the diflcnters could not cxpeft better 

• Clarendon^s Hift. vol. i. p. yj. f Ibid. p. 70. 
X Hi&. of England, yd. 3. p. 85. 

treat- 
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treatment : who were not permitted to fcek 
their repofc abroad, nor fufFcred to enjoy any 
iquiet at home ; but were treated with the ut- 
moft rigour that malice armed with arbitrary 
power could contrive. 

As «o expreffions could more fully (hew the 
imperious infoleat temper of this proud prelate, 
than not to be able to bear a jeft from th« 
king's fool, whpfe bufinefe it was to make jefts 
on his maftcr, as well as the reft of the court ; 
Md therefore Zuw^f obtained an order from the 
council, the kipg being prefcnt, to get the 
fool's coat. pull(^,over .his ears, to be difcharg- 
cd the {king's fervice, and to be banlftied the 
<ourt (and ^tis,well he efcaped being fined in 
the ftar-chamber) for afking him upon the 
news of the difturbance in Stotland about the 
liturgy, IVh^'as tb$ fiwln9w? So nothing 
■could fliew more the weaknefs of his mind, 
than that dreams, as 'tis plain from his diary, 
were capable of making fuch an impreffion on 
him ♦. 

Had not that houfe of commons which fat 
three years before his trial, plainly feen that 
nothing could prevent' the utmoft confufion^ 
while Laud was at the head of affairs ; they 

* PFellwotkTi Memoin, p. 58. 

would 
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g ^opld apt thever; 4ffl 4&«i^>^<^^l^^fi^i«et 
^. when there wfis op^the leafl a^AuHicf 4^li4i9g 
jtetwqcQ 4hQ king and tbei:^, ^l^i> dcclilr^d 

liim nmine /lonUaaicente a tr^itpr f* "^' 

And none who i$ the leafl: acqtiaio^d nAh 
^e hiAoft of tbcrfe tioteS) bac «i;oft te CM- 
ttodcd that if £i««W had not preraUed on the 
kiag to itDpofeon the 5^^//, by bk own s^iHM^ 
riiy, canons ind Ktorgies of his framrng ; the 
Icing would never, by reafon of the t:iretiiii- 
ilancc^ of the times, have thought himfelf ofe- 
iiged to pafs an aft for the abolifliing of epit' 
copacy in Scetiand: In which aft 'tis -declared^ 
'That the gemrnmHit ofthi ihurth hy bfj^ops'wms 
0twnfl the word rfGod^ and the pr^gatim^f 
rtHgUn ♦. Nor would he, in purfaanee of that 
aft^ havegtv€fn^way the biihops lands to thofe 
^ho wer^e the greateft enem'tes to epifcopacy.; 
nor in all likelihood, after\E;ai;d<haw cooteicd 
to^ and figncd a contraft with the S^/if , in 
which he obliged himfelf to confirto^aft 
of parliament in both kingdoms the -fblenwi 
League and Covenant, aad by aft of parUamcnt 
in England prefbyterian government, the di- 
reftory for worfhipj and aflembly of divines at 

f J^Mwoofs Memoirs, p. 5S. ' 

^ Clarendon, v» I. p. 24 4> ^4^* 
J ibid, vol, .3* p* 7^, 79. 
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Wiftminfiir for three years : And that upon a 
^confultatiott with the aflembly of divines, to 
^hich twenty fliould be added by the king, 
with fome from the church of Scotland^ ic 
flhottid be deternioed by the king and parlia* 
-ment what form of chnrch-goveroment fliouM 
4)e eftabliOied ^htt the expiration of thofe years. 
«Which was inefieft as^ompleat an eftablifli- 
~ ment of prelfoyt^ry-as could be; becaufe no 
'legal eftaUUhment can be coQceived in fuch 
oblblute and nnalterafble terms, but muft be 
.iubje£l to be changed after the fame manner 
.as this eftablt(bment was : to which no end 
.coold be put, but by the confent of every pare 
■4Df the legiflature to an alteration. And yet 
the clergy have the afTurance to maintain, that 
this gracious king died a martyr to qjifcopacy: 
though in truth he granted thefe terms to the 
Sc9U<, to encourage them to invade England^ 
and to create a new civil vmr, while he refufed 
them to the £ff^//^; when by conceflions far 
Jefs difbonourable than he granted to the Scots, 
•he might have fecuied himfelf> and the peace 
of the kingdom. 

I thought myfelf obliged to mention thefe 
few, among the many inflances that might be 
produced of the tnfupportable infolence and 
cruelties of a prelate, who fcarce appears to have 
one good quality to attone for all the ill ones he 

VOL. III. O was 
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was in fo hrgh a degree pof&fled of ; who took 
all the metho(H imaginable to aikoate tbe moft 
,iircoffqu«rabIeaI&diODS of the p^pie frotn the 
king aod chutch ; and aAcd. after fdch a 
fnaiNidr, as if he idefjpfalred of* brii^ng about 
bis vkked defigos, till he had pot all things 
iQ codfufjon. This muft app^r evldtot to 
any one, who takes mens charaQers frdm 
their a£):ioQi3ft and not . from fbe ^Dcgyrks 
whkh flattcriog ^hiAorlaoa give 6{ itheAi. 
Thefe things, I fay« Itbdugfatmyfelf booiid 
to obferve cooca^olog him, not on his oWa 
account, flnce he has long ago foffered what 
be deferved ; but for the fake of high church, 
who eAeem him the very pattern in the 
mo^nt, and condemn the beA churchmen as 
perfidious Grindals^ loading them with all 
manner of obloquy, that will not tread in his 
fleps: which plainly ^fl^ews what they wonJd^ 
be at, if ever the nadon be fo infatuated as to 
trufl them with power. 

My lord Clarendon^ in exppfing the wcak- 
nefs of the Scots^ fajs, * The infe^iious br4aih 
of their fenfelefs and wretched clefgy corrupted 
and governed the peopie* And will it not be as 
great a refle<^ion on the Eng6fl>^ to be cor- 
rupted by as. fenfelefs and wretched a clergy 

• Vol, 3* p. 83. 

ai 
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as ever thofe of Siot'and can be fuppofed to 
be ? Thofe I mean, who propofe Laud and 
his parry as the ftandard and model by which 
they would govern themfelves; and would 
have all that won't come into their mcafures 
be treated as enemies to the church. For 
whith reafon, it will not be Improper to re- 
peat the charafler my lord Falkland gives of 
thefe ftandards and patterns of high; church j 
and I chufe him, becaufc his rea^for the 
church is as well known as his ability to de> 
fend it ; and becaufe he died a martyr iii 
fighting for the royal caufe, when his poft of 
fecretary of ftate to Charles I. exempted him 
from, any military engagement ; and becai^fc 
my \oxi Clarendon^ who fpends above three 
pages in one place in his commendation, gives 
^him the higheft charafter that can be be- 
ftowed on a mortal : among other things hq 
fays, • * He was fo fevere an adorer of trott, 

< that he could as cafily give himfelf leave to 

* fleal as to dirtemble : that he was a perfoa 

< of fucb prodigious parts, learning and know- 

< ledge, of that inimitable fweetncfs and de- 
« light ia conver&tioD, apd offo flowing. and 
« obliging humanity and goodnefs, and of 

• that primiiivc fimplicity^ and inicgrixy pf 

• Vol. I. p. 2fl8» 
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^ fife, that if there were no oiher brand oa 
' that odious and accurfed civil war tbaQ tfaftC 
. ^ fiogle lofs, it moft be mofl: infampus aod 

* execrable to all poAerity */ And therefore 
what fo impartial, fo candid, ^nd fo able a 
Judge fays of things, which happened within 
his own knowledge, cannot fail of gaining 
credit even with the moft prejudiced. Fid, 
Ruftnv. foU mi 4. p. 184, 

The Lard Falkland^ fpeecb concerning 
Epifcopacy. 

* Mr. Speakfr, 

! H ^ i« a great ftrangerln (paelvrho knp^iK 

not that this kingdom hath long la- 

« boured under many and great oppreffioas, 

' both in religion and liberty; and his ac- 

* qualntance here is not great, or bis ingp- 

« nuity lefs, who doth not both know and ' 

* acknowledge that a great, if not a principal 

* caufe of both tbefc have been fomc bifhops 

* and their adherents. 

* Mr, Speaker, A little fearch will ferve to 
« find them to have been the deftruaion pf 
•unity, under pretence of uniformity ^ to 

* have 



Ofid Orthodoxy Jbaken. ^ly 
^ have ttf(»igfat in faperftition and. fcandal, 

* tinder the titles of reverence and decency ; 

* to hate defiled car chorch) by adorning 

* our chiHTcbes^ to ha?e flacfcened the {lri£t- 

* neft of that union which was formerly be- 

* tween us and tbofe of our religion beyond 

* the fea; ao adion as unpolhic as ungodly. 

* Mr. Speahr^ We (Ball find them to have 

* tithed mint and anife, and have left undone 

* the weightier works of the law i to have 
' been lefs eager upon tfaofe who damn our 

* church, than upon thoie who, upon weak 

* Coofcience, and perhaps as weak reafoos 
' (the diflike of fome commanded garment, 

* or fome uncommanded pofture) only ab- 
•ftained from it. Nay, it hath been more 

* dangerous for men to go to fome neighbour's 

* ffariOi^ when they had no fermon in their 

* own, than to be obfiinate and perpetual 
^recufants; while mafles 'have been faid in 

* fecurity, a conventicle hath been a crime> 

< and which is yet more, the conforming to 

< ceremonies hath been more exadied than the 

* conforming to chriftianity ; and whilft men 

* for fcmples have been undone, for attempts 

* upon fodomy they have otXj been ad- 
' inoniihed* 

* We (hall find them to have been like the. 
^ hen in Mfopy which laying every day an egg 

O 3 ^ upoa 
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* upon fuch a proportiOQ of barley^ her mi* 
' f^reTs increafSng her propoition in hope flic 

* would iacreafc her cggs> (be grew fo fat upon 

* that addUibo, that flie never laid more : fo 

* though at firfr their preaching wcne the oc- 

* cafion of their preferment, thcf after made 

* iheir piefetment the occafioa of their not 

* jpreachlAg. .... 

* We fliall find them to have refembled * 
riotKeV- feble, the dog in the manger; to 
have neither preached ihemfelves, nor ciir- 

* ployed ihofe that fliould', nor fuiftred rhofe* 

* ihat would : to have brought in catechifing, , 

* only to thruft out preaching, cried dowo 

* ledures by the name of faflions, cither, 

* becaufe their induftry in that duty appeared^ 

* a reproof to t&eir neglcft of it, or with m- , 
' tention to have brought ip darkneft, thact . 

* they might the eaper fow their tares, while 
^ it was nighty, and by that introduAion of 

* ignorance, introduce the better that religloQ 

* which accounts it the mother of devotion. 

- ^ I&. Spiiakery Tfr thi9 ihef lHavi: a%«ft^ hts 

* dtlfeAy; m iM^ m h^ people: fbrwRen 

* tfhey lk«Hl wf«iw giwv wifttom^ ffrsM uAially ' 

* the iihiidren of darkneis are wifcv in tbeir' 

* generation than the children of light) filenced 
*cfl both parts thoife opinions which have 

♦oftca' 



' afbeQ torraeotsd ^ cHarek, a{i4 lMive> and 

< ^U dhvttye tronMv »he &faoe)fti they made 

« tffodf tlU« dMhMiaah>f^tO'4ie tff ^ntt Tidt, aod \ 

* ItC; tlilM>tb€b loofe^ iuher«aft^the]i4H4jfat ehhev 

< jn> tfifcf etioir tO'b» eqisatlyc rtftfAiaed^ or m 

* >QflAfe 10 I^vf bedn opii^ty t0ierated. And 

* h is obfeisvable, that that party tp^hicb they 

* gave tWs ricence^ was that whofe doftririe, 
« thaogh they were not coatrary to law, ^as 

* cotitr^ry to etiflom, and for a long ^hile ia 
'« this kfng^om was to oftcner preached than 

* recanted. 

• The truth is, Mf. Spdhty ihAt as fome 

* 111 niiilftars. in viir flate HfA tocHc away oup 

* iMHity fro«i «$^ 'an^ aftev endeavoured to 

« ttfaHe oiir money not worth* the ifaking, by * 

* mrning \t Ittto brats by a kind of aniiphito-* " 
« Riphet'ii fliohe y fo thcfe men lifed os in the ' 

* point of preaehJag\ firft deppeffifig k to 

* their power, and next hbouring to make it 
< ftichi as the harm had not been mach M it 
« had?t>cett: depreffed '^ the mcfl frequent fub* 
*jefts, even in the rooft Ached atiditbries, ' 

* i^ng the jUs Mvlnum oi bilhops and tithes, * 

* the ftcreddefs of the clergy^ tlw fkcrilege of 

* ImpropriatlQns, the demplllhfng of pufita- 

* n:fm and propriety,, the building of the 

* prerogative at Par^l^y the introdoftion of 

* ** ' 0+ 'fuch 
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<fudi doArioes, as, ada^tting tkem im^r^ 

* the jruth would pot . recoB>peace the fi:an- 
' dal ; or of fach that w«re fo far faUc, ibnt, 

< as Sir Thomas M^n iays of the cafaiftS) 

* their bufioeis was not to keep mea from 

* fmiiing, l)ut to inform them, ^am pm^ 

* ad pectatum fint peccato Uc,iat acceiirt : fo it 
^ feemed their work was to try^ how much of 

* a pajnft might be brougl^t in without .po» 

* pery, and to deflroy as much as they cooldi 
' of the go^l, withont bringing themfehes 

* into danger of being deftroyed by the law* : 

^ To go yet further, fome of them ba^e fo 

* induftrioufly laboured to deduce tbemfdvet ^ 

< from/ R^mt^ that they have ^tren great ' 
^ fufpicion that in gratitude they deiire ta ^ 

* return thither, or at leaft to meet it half 

* way. Some have eYidently laboured to 

* bring in an EngUJbj though not a Roman 

* popery : I mean not only the outfide and ' 

* drels of it, but equally abfolute, a bUiicI < 

* dependance of the people upon the cler^» 
*and of the clergy upon themfelves;^ and. 

* have oppofed the papacy beyond the fe^ 
' that they might fettle one beyond the water» 

* Nay, common fame is more than ordinarily 

* falfe, if none of them have, found a way 
' to reconcile the opiniods of Rome to the 

* preferments 
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•preferments d( England \ and be fo abfi> 
« lutely, dircdly and ccrdially papifts, tha? 

< it is all that fifteen hundred pounds a year 

< can do to keep them from coofefling it. 

« Mr. Speaker^ I come now to fpeak of onr 
« Hberiies ; and confidering the great intereft 
^ thefe men have had in our common mafter, 

* and how great a good to us they might have 

* made that intereft in him» if they would 

* hate xSti it to have informed bim of our 

* general fufieriogs; and confidering how little 

* of their freedom of fpeech at Whitehall might 
' hate fated us a great deal of the ufe we 

< bate now of it in the parliament houTe, 

< their not doing this alone were occafion 

< enough for us to accofe them as the be-^ 

* trayersy though not as the deilroyers of 

* our rights and liberties : though, I confefs, . 

* if they had been only filent in this paVti* 

^ cular, I had been Alent too. But, alas, ^ 
' they whofe anccftors in the darkeft times 
« excommuBtcated the breakers of Magntf 

* Charia, did now by themfelves, and their 

* adherents, both write, preach* plot, and 

< aA againft it, by encouraging Dr. Seal, bj 

* preferring Dr. Mamvaring^ appearing for- 
« ward for monopolies and ihip-mohey ; and' 
^ if auf were flow and backward to comply,, 

O5 « Wafting 
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< bl&Aiog both them md their prefisrniept 

< wUh the utmoft expreiTioD of their hatred^ 
« the title of Puritaos. 

• Mr. Sprain, We (hall find fooie of them 

* to have laboured to exclude "both all per- 

* Tods, and all caufes of the cfergy, from tfie 

* ordmary jurifdiftioa of the temporal magi- ' 
/ ftrate, and by hindering prohibitions (firft 

* by apparent power agajnft the jedges, and 
« after by fccret agreements with them) t© 

* have taken away the only legal bound ta 

* their arbitrary power, and made as k wett ' 
•a comjueff tJpofl tlie common law bf thd' 
' rithd, which is ot(r tomitofi iilheti taoee ^ ' 

* awd after made nfc of that ^M^r to turti 

* their brethren out 6f their freeholds, for 

* not doing that which no law of man required' 
^ rhem to do; and which (in their opinions) 

* the law of God reqnlred them not to da. * 

* We (hall find them in general to have eo- 

* couraged all the clergy to faits, and to have 
^brought all fuits to the council-table ; that^ 
•having all power 16 ecclefiafikal fnattet*/ 
^ they laboured for equal power in teitipora), 

< and to dlfpofe jas well of every office, «s' 

* every benefice : which loft the ctergy much * 

* revenue, and much reverence^ by eiictx»-' 

* raging them indifcreetly to eita^l ttore' ^f 
« both than was does fo that iadeied the gatb^ 

•of 



< of their ^itatpqf8^cx,t^o(Je(J,\)ttt: XQ a few of 
« tb4P order, tbpugh the envy c^unded upoa 
•all. 

« We fcali find them to have both kindfcd 
« and blown the common fir6 of both nations, 

* to have both fent and maintained' that book,* 

* of which the author 'no doubt hath Jong* 
« fmce wifhed with Neroj Vtinam nefctffhn 

* literasf and of which more than one king- 

* dom hath caufe to wifh, that when he writ 

* that, he had rather burned a library, thd'^ 

* of the value of Puhmy^. We (hall find 

< them 10 have beeQ the fir ft and principal 
*.toulc of the br€«ch, \ wUl not fay of, but 

* fiflce the pacification at BtrwUk. ^A c (haH 

* find them to have been the almoft (tM 

* abettors of my lord Strafford^ whilft- he 

* WQ» prAfiifmg upon another kingdom that 
^ manner of governiDtnt which he intended to 
^ fettle ki tills ; where he committed fo many, 
^ fo mighty/ and fo matiifeft'ctiormities an<t 
*- pppreffions^ as the like hate not been com* 

* mitted by any governor in any government, 
•fincc^//r/j left5/V/7j-: and after they had 

* called him over from being deputy of Ire- 

* landj to be in a manner deputy of England 

* (aH thiiigs here being governed by zjuntHM^ 
•and that juntillo governed by him) to have 
^ aflifted him in the giving of futh counfel^, 

6 'and 
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^ aod the purfulog of foth coarfcs, as it ts:iai 

* hard aad meafuriDg caft, whether chey wei):' 

< more nawife^ more odjuftt or niore imftxr^ 
^ tooate^ and which had lofalUMy beefr^oiir 
« deftruaiot^ if by the grace of God, ttesit 

< ihare had not been as fmall ia the fob* 

< tilty of ferpeatSy as in the inDOCeocy of 

• doves.' 

As every one that is cofxverfant hi flory 
Bioft allow this to be a favoorable defcrip- 
tioo di the then high charch clergy } lb he 
mud owo, that th$ high-charch hky were 
then for the moft part not only grody ig- 
norant in reiigioos matters, bnc wkhal ve#y 
much addift^ to druakeonefs, and all manner 
pf dcbancheryy and remarkable for then* great 
contempt of all that^s facred of ferioas, and 
abominably guihy of rii manner of kwd 
bofpbnery, and of fweartng, profaning^aad 
blafphaDing the holy name of God ; and in 
a word, were a very fit people for foch 
priefts* 

"^Tis no wonder this defcription tbeab(yre» 
mentioa'd lord gives of high^church in Cbarlst 
the Firft's reign, is fo lively a piftnre of them 
at prefenty feeing they have ever fioce made 
it their baiinefs to copy after that original; 

and 



I and idierefore in t&e. following reigiis^ vAvtik 

Ae-cocnt fs^ned to bate no ^her alkn bfut 
popery and ibnrerjt fbey €ame plamb int^ 
ijHu neaAn^ef, ao4 went hand in h^nd viskh 
fhpcoilrj ciH an indirlgencc was allowed to 
the drifienters. i^nd they have fufBjpientlf 
fl^ewa the world, that no government^ 1 1|><^' 
It parts with i\ie firjl^fruits znAfentbf^,^ ^of 
other branch of its revenue to the chnrch, is 
to acptf£l them to be in itflntereil^ if th^y are 
jKH allowwl thf power of perfecoi|ogiifir<^ 
acftapit dtfientert. Perlccution witb tbem, b 
Jifar charity with trne chriftians; wi^hoat 
fKbkb^ do what ^Ife yon wiU for them, ycfis 
l^fc bu* nfowding krafs and tinkling, nymhibi 

Bat tho* high church propofes the rei^n pf 

CharUsh when £tf»^ and bis faAion,gov«^ne<l 

every thing, as a precedent for all future 

' reigns, Hnppofe it is with this tacit exception 

to the treatment of ckrgymen cf ihcir fide, 

if they cba^e to be tried for any mifde- 

meanour; except we can fuppofe they are 

willing to have Dr. SacbiVireW% ears cropi, 

his noTe flit, bis face ftigmattzed^ to have 

an exceflive fine put on him, and to be 

condetbned to perpetual imprifonmenty as 

clergymen and others then were, who were 

not guilty of the iboufimdth part of the 

arime? 



criiDCs tbi< reverend divide Aapds acoifed 
of. And h far I agree with thci^ that I 
VQuld not have aay of their pioceedings, 
irhkh ^t aU titles fayoure4 of violea^e «nd 
iojuAIcc^ propofed A^ a pattera ^^ a i^ig^ f(^ 
famous for ii$ geotl^n^fs and jp^^cratjop : 
1^ would I have the wbigs prevailed q^ bf 
a&y pFa6ltc« Qf tb^ forieev or by asy i^bought^ 
of reuUatioQ o( pr4»K)ca;ion| ox any pi^eti^oco 
wbatevfr^ lo exceed tfep du« bo«ad« of im- 
partial joftice i but Q»ly t^ late fo^h care a^ 
■ia|r prcvcflt- both eburch ti«I Aate frDn 
failiog uD^ec £ach deipkirable ^ircnimflancjes^ 
^ thpf liueBc id wh«» bigh^cburck.ryi cn^ 
vm^aiH. 
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Tif know nothing at att^ mithgr confider that it 
is exp{dient for us^ that om man Jbould dig 
^ for ihi peopli^ and that tht wholi nation 
firijh not. Caiaphas. 

Salus Popdli Suprima Lex ssto. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

TH O' this Is the place of a preface , \ 
what I have to fay, more thaa the 
contents that follow^ being not the fnbje^l 
of the day in the title-page, but of the prefent 
tFmes, I think it may not improperly be called^ 
a iPdftfcript by way if Prefact, 

There ii now much talk about altering the 
C§mrn9n Pnt/tr ; no one doubts of the Heed of 
doing it, but pur-blind Ingots \ but bow ta ' 
alter it to pleafe every one, is an unfurmount- 
able difficulty. I own I have read none of 
the arguments publilhed on this fubjeft ^ 
however I will give my opinion, that if it be 
at all altered, it ougbt to be in fncb a manner^ 
as will beft pleafe all cmfcientim and nafmabk 
nkn^ and that io my jildgment will be, not ta 
alter the book, but the ufe of it; not to 
abolifli a fyllable or ceremony of it, but let it 
remain juft as it is. Let every parifli pried 
either ufe the whole, or kave ou( what part* 

he 
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he plcafes, or let it all alone» not allowing 
him to introdiiff; any gigarfrplnnnUtj iot x3mz^ 
would be a leading towards popery ; but leave 
out as many of the. Obl Oties as he thinks 
proper; that he who is to pray for others, 
.may pray iti. what, manner he judges beOr^ 
cither by that form, or by any other of hfs 
own cooipofing, or by fione. So the pricil 
enjoying. li{>eKty of <;«>pfcjcoce WmWfi niAV 
fecl the fweetnefs of it^.ajjid fcerv^gjlio^ thpt 
others fhogid enjoy the fame. £plUit][. H^m ^ 
c^n anyone pray, or teach, according to tbe 
beft of his j^dgment,^ in the i^ncesity of hi^- 
confcience, that is denied the liberty oi^doidg 
it? Upon the rock of privatd judgment and 
li^vtj^ <tf ootn/j^iMMQi' i^tob X\m if foraMioi^. 
Tha4; RP' OiKAMiM dtfiubh ^ei impDU on. 
tnm '» feljf0|Di}%'fMMe<$ft l^jDit ^^rih^ bii£ 
fueh )tt^ agjRQft; Mihh thsir Mftfen mdi |ht Bttde, 
is- ih« f^nAtliea of protcftaicy *y mi if tbia 
vras frefj^ p^rfniiUfd^ aft U«ftry ia Bctfyoo^ 
vthkh lijthc imi^M^^ of «t^ ^ckti bo dMc 
awii]it4 .Mem iniU'' ooAi *bcft perfiDcme bae 
asfpiher ^ weeds, or lieeds, ^ottt tfatagRlm-r 
dt^efi^Rt^ p<H^ QAeafu them cflTeAttelk. All 
g^ aod wijjt mea> both cki^gy.-M^'Iaijqr will 
be plea(e4, and doq« di<pW^fe4 but fMper- 
i^tipfi;, art^itrary, an4 iinrcflfopable; i^ nepers. 
hndf^ filch good .cQslfefjit^io. n uti wick is 

^an^ 
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Can be expeded or deiired, when anj alte-* 
ratipQ is made* on any accpimt^ m a&y tioic. 
or place ia the worlds An uoaltetahle coo<- 
formity to atry one fyftem, is prefumptioo to 
expert, and tyranny to impofe, unlefs the 
men appointing it were infallible, fiat infal* 
libility is God's peculiar property, according 
to proteftant do6lrine; and is doubtlefs an 
infallible truth : therefore to leave men free 
in religion, is true proteflant praSice. To 
give this liberty in public- devotion, is to 
make but om alteration ; but to alter the book^ 
Avill be to make an alteration, which, how* 
ever made, will want altering again and again 
without end. But by this method, all the 
people as well as all their guides will pleafe 
themfelves, for then if too many or too few, 
too much or too little ceremoniesi be ufed at 
one church to pleafe any perfon, thofe that 
d,iflike may go to another, where the worftiip 
IS more agreeable to them. All the confor- 
mity that God requires, is to the didates of 
a pure confcience ; and all the religious con* 
formity necefTary for focral life and happinefs, 
is, that fuppUcations^ prayvsj and giving cf 
thanks be maii for all men^ fcr kings, and all 
that are in authority ; the manner hov^ (hould 
be left to the difcretion of him that does it, 
f9 that tvi may had quut and fea^iokU Uves, im 

all 
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aU giJIine/s and bone/I f\ and that mea (honlcf 
be advifed and cottofelled 6ow to . ad as the 
reafon and nature of their circumftance$ re« 
qaire^ with ail moral and commeadabltf^ 
condo^ 
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A 

DISCOURSE 

on 
GOVERNMENT, aiV. 



AFTER a hondred years contcntba 
and aoimoiity about the good or evil 
of one aiftion, it is lime that mens 
j>a(&ODS (hould fubfide, and tihat they growing 
calm and fedate» without enchttfiafm and 
.bigotry, (hould refleft and reafon on the fub- 
jefl ; and 'tis fit that thofe who have the 
,favour of good fenfe (hould exercifeit.-^-ThoTe 
who are not able to form a rational judgment 
.of things, are liable to every deception ; they 
cannot poflibly tell when they are deceived, 
and for want of judgment can never be con- 
vinced: therefore fuch muft go their own 
way, till fuffering opens their underftandings ; 
then they wi(h, too late, they bad refledted 
in time. As when men feel the eiFeAs of 

flavery. 
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flavery, they \vi(h for freedom, who cercr 
valued it, when they enjoyed it ; nor endea* 
voured to preferve it, when ihey were In 
imaiioent danger of lofing it. But were it 
not for the carelefs and the coward^ mankind 

could never be enflaved. As for my own 

part, I am detemiaed %o write for liberty^ 
while I have liberty to wtite, feeing in thefc 
liappy days of freedom, we now enjoy that 
fiatiiral and reafooabie Hberty, which is the 
natural and reafonable right of mankind, 
And reafoQ therefore may fpeak withotK fedr : 
but when tyrants reign, reafon for liberty is 
fuppreflfed, becaufe it is feared.— —I am of 
i'co leveHing fpirit: I think fovefeigns are 
tnade to rule, atid fubje^ts to obey, the laws 
governing both ; the laws I mcati made by 
the governing powers, that are according to 
-equity, and mordl juftice. Such a govern- 
ment ought not to be abufed, nor to fuffer 
abufe from malecontents, that enjoy equal 
liberties with their fellow fubjefls; whofe 
murmuring is otoly to make men defpife the 
heavenly manna they at prefent relifli, to bring 
them back to the aniient flavery of Egypt^ to 
lordly and prieftly tyranny, which fi^e-hom 
fouls abhor; or to the flinking garlick of 
popery, which is loathed by men of tafte.— 
Some men arc of fuch fcrvilc and ftupid dxf- 

pofitioDS, 
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pofiiloa«> that they tbmk whatever is the will 

of ihc-favepclgn, is hw. If he Was God him- 
felf, a jietog not capricious, but neceflTafily 
ib perfect, that it i$ abfoloiety tiDpoffibie for 
Wm Jto be fhe atf thor of an roil hw, it would 

' be foy ^nd tight in beiag fo. If bis laws like 
Cod's w«re perfe^ly juft, becarifi; his will is 
abfolQcety good* Qot beca^fe he is abfulutely 

^ poweffStl'f for. po«wer aod goodnefs are di- 

'-{linSl ifA dHFertdt tHir^s; therefore the o6e 
m^ be where the other }s not; and very 
fcldomnicet^bgether ia nun. 'They wn only 
be ccmefited by ^ifdooi and jtrftice. This 
caQOOt be where weak-headed met are^ pof- 
fcflcd of power; for where ambitious and 
fclf-eonccited .men bear rule (which is the 
catural confequcnce of ftrong pailions arid 
weak irvtellefts) the event naturally is, that 

. 4eftruflioa i^t tends not only all thofe thdr 
arm of vengeance is capable of reaching ; but 
alfo, thut thoy over- reach themfelves to their 
own fatal dowafal aftd juftly merited ruin.-^ 
If to esQave a na^tion is an inglorious and ^^ 
J^o^oHrnUt thing 10 fhe doer; to redeem a 
nation from flavery Is a gkrious aiid an honoiir^ 
aUe a6^k>a< If men have a natural right to 
the enjoyment of civil and religious liberties, 
they bave a natural right to aflert and main- 
tain tbofe liberties^ and to defend them by 

what 



336 Tie Pillars ^PRiEST^RAfT 
what means they can. WheQ neceffiffcaUs 
for it» it is not any uiiQataral rebellioa, but a 
Datoral aad noble ftand for liberty: bat to 
Tebel without this cavfe, ds has iten latjy 
,defiij is to attempt the deftra^ioa of our moft 
valuable liberies, and to fet up tyranny aad 
ila?ery in its room ; which if attempted by a 
(king, renders htm tbe moft deteftable of all 
Jiiogs ; and if by a people, proves them the 
^moft bafe and uqgratefal ^f all people. A 
,kiog is then a tyrant, when he will not be 
governed by the Jaws of the country be ought 
:to be governed by : but as long as he governs 
liimfelf by them, thofe laws are his proteAioa. 
On thexoatrary, he that makes his arbitrary 
.^nd defpotic will, the law of the nation, is a 
,tyrant; and as he does and would reign 
without the law of reafon and juftice, he is, 
or ought, in reafon and juftice to be outlawed. 
And every prieft that preaclfes up the doc* 
^ine of paffive obedience and .non-refiflance 
to fuch a prince, is a traitor 10 the liberties 
of the people* When the people's liberties 
r are intended to be uken away, then» and only 
then, fuch doQrine is neceflary to be preached 
10 the ftupid and unthinking herd; that while 
they are lulled afleep in fpiritual ftupefaAioo, 
their properties may be invaded without ob- 
flruaioni and their natural rights t^oka from 

them 
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tbeai without impedimeat. The king and the 
|irieft, fo joiDiag to play their part, are like 
two robbers, that, at their attacking a maa 
upon the highway, one of them throws dufl: 
in bis eyes, while the other robs him of what 
Jie ha9. What's the reafon that priefts don't 
preach this high-flown dodrine now ? It ir» 
firjl^ becaafe the prince intends no invafioa 
op the liberties of his fubjeds, aqd fecondly^ 
becaufe they have got a king they can't make 
an ecclcfiaftical noodle of.. When fools reign, 
they have always knaves at their elbow. 
When a king is delirous to enllave the people, 
there are always fome black counfellors ac> 
hand, that (eek their own advancement ia 
the common ruin. If he take it into his head 
to fide with the chnrch aad clergy in doing it, 
they will fan£)ify all his af^ions, afTert his 
birthright from above, caft a ray of glory 
around him, and make him appear a faint, or 
one of the minor fons of God, 

Notwithftanding the wicked, flupid, and 
damning dodrine of paflive obedience and 
non-refiftance, men have a right 10 ftand 
up in their own defence, when, their lives 
and liberties are invaded ; for felf-dtfente is 
the grcateft law in natore, It is interwoven 
in the conftStuti^n of every c-eature, and fuch 
unnatoral dpitrines cannot extiipite jt,. 

VOL. III. F Let 
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Let aot kings be dcfieived by falfc notioosj: 
•when by wicked aftionjs, they h«ve loft. tbc^. 
lave erf the people iageaeqal, tbcy can hayc* 
ndiafeiy firoia the .people;; hut are in the cafe- 
of'pQor debtors, that dare tot truft themfelve^ . 
abroad for foa^* oC a bailiff. But a few male- 
cpntcnt$,.an<l a faftiop againft the court, will 
always bey !/?• By fooue^ bccaufe they are out 
of'place,^ ^'%dly., By.other5> becaufe they fuf-, 
f^r themfehes. eafily to be .deceived, and are 
generally diifetisfied. And ^ilj^ Thofe that 
are jealous of their ii-berties will always fear 
the worft, and therefore grumble at whatever 
does not feem to them to have a favourable 
afpeft, or appears to have an ill tendency ; . 
thefc I may call couri fpies-, but it is a fign of - 
liberty in the ftiate, when the people are per- 
mitted to be watchful of it, and even allowed 
a jealoii^ niurmur or complaint. 

The aftion of this day, being done con- 
tiary to the inUreJi^ and therefore contrary to 
t\ie clifpo/ulons of the priefts, it was policy in 
tbei^i to bUcJ<en it, and make it a fm, which 
E^ow they have prayed above ihefe hundred 
y^rs.to be forgiven. And if it is not for- 
given, by this time,, they either pray to a 
ftraoge- God, or they are a firange fort of 
tyayers,^ that work no manner of cfTcQ upon 

him : 
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Kim:-~He either hears thefor not; or doii*c 
thiak them worthy his regard, and fo they 
may pray on till doomfday. — When God) the 
king^ mid the fsieopJe are to be* mocked, there 
is^.no better Way of' doing it^ than by prac* 
tifing it with the face of religion. The ca« 
valiers pray for the forgivcnefs of a fin they 
never committed \ and fo they have mocked 
God', ever fince they havfe begun to praftife 

repentance on this fcbrc Thofe that ara 

mofl: guilty of hypocrify* cry out moft againft 
others for being hypocrites. What is it but 
hypocrify, for men to pretend to repent of 
what no man in the age ihey live in is guilty 
of; or to attempt by four penitence to atone 
for an af^ion of the gieneration now dead^ 
and which ihofe that committed, wjere not 
confcious of its being a crime in the natorc 
and reafon of the thing ? — But however it be,. 
if they have committed a crying fin before 
God, and have not anfwered for it by this 
time before God, there is no truth in our 
religion — Why, then ftiould we, a degenerate 
race, condemn ; and whining, pretend to 
repent of the afliop they did, and thought 
ihemfelves right in doing ? If we are to ftnfwer 
for it, where is the juftice of God ? If we 
believe we ftiall be anfwerable for their faults, 
Where's the rationality of our belief? Bin I 
P a expea 
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«xpe<a to be told that the Lor4 vl/tts the ini" 
quitiis of the fathers upon their childrm to the 
third and fourth generathn. What upon thofe 
children who had no hand in the aflion of 
ihek fathers, and who cannot be gtiilty of itf 
To affert this is as ridiculous, as impionsi 
This is juft as right, as it would be to lafti 
II boy at fchool, that never played truant ia 
his life, becaufe his father or grandfather 
played the truant, and was not whipt for it* 
E%ekUl (chap xvlii ) tells us, that God faid 
/;5^^ff, and I fuppofe he has not changed his 
»iind fince; th$ foulthttt finmth Jhall die^ the 
fen Jball not hear the iniquity of the father^ &c. 
This chapter is a good explanation of the 
threatening annexed to the fecond command- 
ment. — The truth is, there are families^ as 
well as nations^ that tread in their predeceflbrs 
ftcps, and the fon goes on in the fame wicked 
path \ht futher did (as James II. followed 
Charles I.) till their iniquities are full ; that 
is, till they can be borne with no longer; 
and then jufiice fully incenfed, whets her 
fengeful fword, and cuts them off. Seldom 
does rt happen, that tyrannical kings treading 
in the fleps of their wicked aoceftor^, profper 
to the fourth generation; but according as 
their iniquity is, as to time and meafure, 
they are cut down in the fecond or third fuc- 

ceffion^ 
i 
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C^OQ. So the fin$ of ^Qmes I which his 
(on Charles walked In, helped forward His 
fall. — It IS the mercy of God to mankind, 
that tyranny and oppreffion (hall naturally ftif 
up the vengeance of an incenfed people, t^ 
hind the heathen kings with chains y and their 
nobles with fetters of iron. Such honour havi 
all hh faint Sy praife ye the Lord ^hys the* pfal- 
m\(\^ This is an honour due to none but 
faints, that is, to a people worthy of redemp- 
tion. And kings that perfecute chriftians are 
heathens to them^ 

It is the duty of fubjefts to defend and-obcy 
a good prince, and oppofe a bad one ; for ail 
oppofition to evil is good. The people,- that 
obey a wicked prince, will be wicked $ fok* | 
tame fubmiffion to his vices, will rorrapt their 
morals. And his religious vices^ moft of all;| 
becaofe they are not feen as vices, beiog gilded* 
over with religion. By this means flavcry 
and iniquity may be planted, and^ take deep 
root in a nation* 

• Right government is, when the goyeroop 
and gbvecoed mutaally agree, and are mutually 
benefited : < when they harmonize, they make 
each other happy. The chief end of gover^** 

• Pfalm cxlijc. 8, 

P 3 mcnt 
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mcnt is the fafety and tranquillity of the 
people, in wliich the prince finds his account : 
their duty is to ferve and prote£l each other. 
— Subje6^s difobeying. a lawful prince, are 
juftly punifhed ; and he is a lawful prince, 
whom the power and will of the people ap- 
point, and who rules according to law. — He 
that redeems a people from flavery, or from 
thoie arbitrary meafures ihat prefent them 
xvith an approaching profpeft of it, has a 
light to rule over them; and as he is their 
rightful^ fo he is their lawful prince if he don't 
4nflave them. — Kings ar« the fervants of the 
public, and if they deferve wiell of the. public, 
ihey ought to be well rewarded by the public, 
i^ut fervants that do J30t their duty, ought to 
be dificarded their fervicc. He that dcftroys 
tlie pubUc peace, whofe duty it is to preferve 
it, deferves public punifhmeot, whatever bid 
ofBce or ftation be in the public fervicc. hs^ 
it is hard to pjiniih goveraors, without injury 
to the governed, if they can get rid of them 
at any rate, they muft* be contented; for 
formal jultice cannot, be executed on (hofe 
that are above rfic reach ©f joRice. J«flice 
cannot always be executed where it ought, 
but ought always where it can, without regard 
to perfons. — He that reigns according to the 
kws of the country* is not to be efteemed a 

bad 
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'ef, and he can reftify them, but does not, 
he IS not a good prince ; For every one that Js 
'ttiade fenfible of his duty, ought to do it, if 
it be in his power. A prince may be fo far 
milled, as to agree to the making laws that 
may be produftive of grievances* to a nation*; 
becaufe he may not apprehend they wlirtum 
out fuch > but when he finds they do, by thfc 
complaints of the people, if he don't endea- 
vour to redrdfs them, he is a bad governor.— 
'ETecefTary taxes muft beTaifcd to fuppoiH:' 
*govcrnmcDt8, and^when It is done in a legal 
way, according ta' the laws of the country, 
and applied to the necefTary emergencies of 
ilate, it is a proof of difailtffion, in perfoni 
thatcirn afford to pay their raxfes, ^to grumble 
'0t paying them. And -it people at this time 
•pay toore taxes than formerly, they are much 
more ^ble to do it, becaufe of the great in- 
"crcafe of trade ; though the poor have alwjiyi 
enough to do to live, and live honeAly ; there- 
fore thoFc only that are able to pay taxes; 
Biould be taxed ; for to demand of any maa 
what is not in his power to do, cannot be the 
demands* of that law which is bo/y^ jujl dni 
good.'^'Bvit kings that impofe taxes oi their 
fubjeds without law, and take away their 
rights and prapertres becaufe they have a 
P 4 power 
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power to do it ; and do ir» bccaafe it is Co 
their advaDtage» are bat more powerfQl rob^ 
bers. And thofe chat diftrefs and deftroy their 
fabjc^ls, that they may the better fubdue and 
unflave them, to enhaace their own arbitrary 
power, are tyrants and wicked rulers. Ai a 
r ar!ng Hon and a raging biar^ fo are theft ov,r 
the fair people. — Is it not juft to remove the 
raufcs of commoq calamity by the death of 
the principal perfoo, which nothing but hi^ 
death could remove, or the death of tjic 
people from their opprelEons? Is it better^ 
in fach cafe, that wt man dit^ mr the natUu 
peryh ? 

The promoters and abettors of flavery en- 
deavour to enforce and fanAify tyranny by 
one text of Sx.PauI^ Rem\xk\\. 1,2. Lh 
every Jiul be fubji^ to tho higher powen ; for 
ihere is no pouer but of God \ and the pcwen 
flat be^ ore ordained of God. TVbofeevir then* 
fofe refifieth the powt r, nf^fteih thi t,rdinan{o jf 
G^dy and they that reftfi^ Jball nceivi to thsm* 
f elves damnation. •--'^'Vhtk words have beea 
made a Ihameful handle of by (hatnelefs prieHs, 
for ftiameful ends and purpofes. — According 
to the feeming fenfe of thefe words, if by 
higher powers^ be meant perfons in power ^ every 
one that is Invefted with power, has his 

power 
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power from God ; and every foul muft fabmit 
to it on the peril of damoatioa. As there is 
nothing ef hereditary right in the text, it does 
not patronize the flavifli principles of pafS7e 
obedience and non-refiftance to one family, 
or fet of men, more than to another* But if 
every one in power mnft be paffively obeyed, 
on the peril of damnation^ a worfe doflriqir 
cannot be taught to enflave the world thaa 
this ; and favours more of a revelation from 
the infernal tyrant, than the revelation of the 
glmoui liberty of the fons of God. This thea- 
is the do£lrine not of Paul, but- of priefts : 
Vis not g^ffel^ but pfie/lcraft\ for the devil 
then in power* muft not be refifted, but 
obeyed. — I apprehend this doftrrnc is againft 
hvellen\ againft thofe that would be fubjed 
to, or governed by no power ; who are for 
no king iii this world, but klyig^Jefus\ no 
governor toexercifethe authority t>f rule over^ 
them : whereas God has ordained, that there 
ihall be fome men having higher pow«r than* 
the reft, to govern the reft; and he that 
reftfts this ordinance of God, and t)rder of 
nature, is a rebel to God and man ; and will 
meet with his juflly- merited condemnation; 
for this is to overturn all order and govern* 
stent among men; without which, all manner 
of evil maybe committed with impvmity. — 
P 5 The 
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The apcrfHe dxjtt't fay, allferfms in fvwer are 
to be obeyed ; 4)ut the fower^ that b, every 
order, and of&ce^ appoiDted by the public^ 
for the public good. Every one in a ftrperior 
office ought to be obeyed in foch amanocr as 
is neceflary. 'Tls the office, the fiibjeAion 
is due to, for 'tis this that gives the power to 
the peffons pofTefflog it, Whoever the perfon 
be, not for the fake of his perfon, but of his 
office and authority: fo far as his office, 
place, authority, or power requires he ihould 
be obeyed, in fuch maaner and degree he 
ought to be obeyed ; a«d he that -does (o^ 
fubmits himfelf to the power rather than to 
the perjhn^ or only to the perfon for the 
office, power, and authority fakei not be- 
caufe fo it muji be, but becaufe fo it Jhould 
be, or it is right fo to do; for governing 
powers are the ordinance of God.— —But if 
he in qffice does not ufe the power right 
which he is pofFefled of, he has no right to 
pofFefs it ; he forfeits his right by the ill ufe 
he makes of it: obeying him id fuch caie, is 
not obeying the ordinance of God, as his 
minifter for good ; 'tis obeying naaa rather 
than God; what the wan in office^, not what 
ike office of the man requires. 1 bus we ftiould 
diAipguifh between the perfon and the power. 
— Every man m life hai a pow€;r given him to 
2 fome 
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^nent cbd thaoLWiiat he ought lo dp,.beabufes 
it ; and not tiiiog it r^ht, it is right to tak« 
€t .fivBi fa<m.>r-If kings -caado iit> wrongs it is 
beicaufe as foon as tfae^^ do^wroeg,. they ceM^ 
^ r/f A^ to be kings. A good office muft be 
cxecmetf bf Agood maa^ . Tite man fliould 
be fiocfd fdr the office he is to «yf cutfi« of ' 
kc is ilirqiialifted for the office, aod fe cantiac ' 
(erre It^'catvoot be what he is apjpoktedt : 
becauie > he is not qualified for it/ So that st = 
king ruling 'wickfedly, is r»>t a kh^ ; thci-e^ 
fore thfe people that kill, or caft off fuch a • 
man, don't kill, or caft off thdr king, only 
owe tllat would have been 4heir king if he had > 
been properly qualified for that' high office 
and facred dignity ; and one that has onfcinged « 
hJmfelf by difcoyeiitrg his inability to reign. 
He IS not a hufband, that takes ho care of his 
wife and family, and (he that is a whore, is ^ 
flot a wife. 

It is canfe of wonder, how it fliould ever 
coax into the head of any maa to in^agine,^ 
le iiught to be obeyed ^as a God# It is an ' 
evident fign .of the ^devil in o^va^, that fe^a 
hiwifelf \ip ia the place of G/^d. It is making 
an idol of a prince, to bring. the- judgments pf 
God upon him. It is a do.5lrine that opthing^ 
P 6 but 
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but a pried could iaveoty or one t&atln^ 
tended to raife his king the^^ffarr, that he 
might fall ^chfwtr. AfpiritQal trap to catch 
an unwary prince in^ to fetter him to bk ever? 
laftiog and irretrievable ruio. 

If Charles had not been a great enthufiaft, 
it could never have come into his head, that 
any king on earth could poi&bly be fo much a 
favourite of God, as that he indulged htm to 
do what he pleafed, without being account- 
able as men ought to be that break the laws 
of fociety. — Are not kings men ? and no body 
bat priefls, madmen, or fools ever fuppofed 
or faid they were more than men ; and if fo, 
then they are under the fame laws of God ia 
this world that all mankind are. Their office 
and power indeed makes it reafonable, that 
if they reign well, they ftiould be more valued 
and reTpeded than other men ; becaufe they 
are the authors of more good and benefit to 
men ; but if they reign ill, they are lefs ' 
valued than other men ; becaufe they are the 
caufe of much more evil and injury to men 
than others are.— Or rather why fliould.God 
hate kings more than other men, that he 
jhoutd lodulge them ia the practice of more 
wfckednefs than others^ to enilave the world 
^Ith impunity. The rod of correflioa is 

' ufcd* 
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afisd for the. good of childreD, 5»^Iuch-^ 
bviiig^ father will exerxUc when nece/fitj 
calls for it, to reclaim tbem by reafonable 
puDifiimeDt. To foffer a king to be a crU 
minal without fear, is to debauch the office 
of a king, and debafe royal dignity. To 
fiippofe God does it, is fuppofiag partiality in 
God ; thus to do^ is to debafe God, to esLalc 
the king. 

Men are made kings by the grace of God, 
—but not tyrants^ becaufe they have not the 
grace of God in them. And that graa- of 
God which makes kings, comes by means of 
the good-will of the ptopU. Thofe that hold 
their power by this right, as thi prefent royal 
family do^ have the belV, the jufleA,. and the 
mpft natural right in the world. Properly 
rpeaking, men are made kings by the grace of 
the peopU^ and they behave as worthy of fuch 
office, by the grace of God. Let thofe that 
deny this, (hew their commiflion to be from 
God, and not from the people; let them 
plainly prove it fo, without the fophlftry of 
priefi.craft, that the world may believe u. 

What king did ever come from heaven ! 
that any of them (hould prefume to claim ^ 
divine right to any kingdom on earth? Or 
what commiflion was ever given from heaven 

to 
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Th€ d^/w; w ri^*/ of Itiags to rule over people, 
•vi^thout, &nd agatoft fheir conibnt, is TifrvfaMt- 
jfft ; though 'tis like-many other things that 
are caHed divine, 'which of all things have the 
kaft relation to divraity. And yet naHoM 
have been fo far deluded,^ attd impofcd on by 
thtir teachers, by the governors and guardians > 
of their liberties, that they have fufFered their- 
natural rights, liberties and properties to be 
given away, by will, at the pleafure of a - 
dcpartiDg king, like a paternal eftate. -If a - 
king has a right to difpofe of thepeople at his • 
death, without their confent ; why not to fell ' 
the kingdom in his life-time without their 
confent, as a man to fell his eftate ? or to fell - 
his fubjc6ls, as ^cattle are fold in the market ? 
but if he cannot juftly give away the kingdom ' 
at his dtath, nor fell it in hrs life-time, 
without confent of the people, rhcn 'tis evi- 
dent that the power of governing theto lie3 
in themfelves, and no man has a right to a 
kingdom, as a man hath to an eftatej but 
that, the right and power of governing a nation^ 
is in 'the power of the nation^ tiH tyratiny and 
opprefTions rob them of it, and render them 
for ever incapable of recovering their nntivi 
right: then farewel all that is dear and va- 
luable to a free people. — When a whole 

/ nation 
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nation bccewae Ibe property ef a'^king ot 
pricft, or of botTi 'unitecf to make thtf cb«m 
that binds them the ftronger, who dare fay 
ini foul or body is his own ? And as kingly 
rtajefty, fo the ^n^efthood^ « conflitnied by 
the people. ** Whoever is' declared to be a 
«« plrieft by any fociety, is a prieft to them;. 
•* and ceafes to be one, the moment they 

** declare him none." ^©ot aiH pretended 

right that is maintained by power, force and 
violence, is no longer right than the foun- 
dation can fnppdrt it. He pofleflbs my pro- 
perty, as a robber does that is ftronger than I, 
and can hold it 'no longer than he holds his 
ftrength ; for when I can, it is my right to 
difpoflefs him of his unjuft gains. — He that 
would ertflave a nation, is himfcif a flave to 
fome other perfon, or to his paflions, and to 
reftlefs ambition. ' He has a weak head^ and a 
tu'cked 'heart ; and if fapcrftrtion and bigotry 
inay pafs for religion, he may be a very 
religious man. 

The Scotch prince affunicd a tyrannical 
power over the conllitmioQ of this realm, and 
the confcieoces of men, throughoet his whole 
reign. He endeavoured to. encroach on the 
privileges of parliament, and to fet himfelf 
abovf thi laws* In thcfe prihcifles and prac^ 
iiicsy be was flattered and encouraged by his 

fycophant 
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^^:ophaDt,mioi(}^9^ bifliop$ tadclcr^. Witl| 
thefe falfe BotioB€ of power» the. foo's. heart 
was corrupted, his head was taraied aod^ov^-* 
tdroed, AiDbitiou9 mea- told theor, theit 
perfons and authority were ^vine^ to ^jcalt 
themfelves thereby ; they fwalbwed the p^^h* 
fam bait, aad wereJatoxicated with it \ chcy 
reeled, and ftaggered. with liceotious powQC- 
like drookea iQeQ% 

Whatever is divine ^ muft befoiiirthe nature* 
of the thing ; and if fo^ then fqch s& are hf 
nature kings^^zrc. kings by divine right: and* 
fuch bis fucccffbr- fcems to have been, who 
kept by his witlom what he gpt by his valonn 
Nature herfelf could not forbear difcovering 
her diforder, groaning for the nation, at the 
lofs of fo great a. nun. — But nature feemed 
never to defign the man,- whom this day-has 
almoft deified, a hii^hcr flep than that of. a 
lijhopy nor his. father, than that of 2L.fchooU 
rnaji r. Both father and fon miflook theic 
abilities, in conceiving themfelves kings by any 
fiaiiiral qualificaiun they had for tliat office, 
or by any thing like divine right inherent io 
their perfons. — To carry on this juggle finco 
their reigns, and to decdve the populace into 
the divinity of the &iuart family^ their fuc- 
ceflbrs pretended to work mhaclcs, in cv^ne^ 
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difeafes by a tODch^ tnd the bifliops and clergy 
coDQtefiaiKred the frauds and carried on the 
impoAure. Some fools now have faith eoougb 
lo believe (aad when have aot fools a fooliib 
faith) that the feed of the Stuarts have this 
gift, and have been as far as France or Rom€ 
to partake of it. A fufficient demonftratioA 
of the iT.p9ftiion and ftupUtty of that party. , 
Put truth and lighteoufnefs are not fupported 
by religious knavery. 

Enthufiafm enraged is madnefs ; If the per* 
foQS feized with it are exafperated> they gro\r 
road. The king was enthufiaft enough t<^ 
believe, that he of all the nation was the fol$ 
favourite of heaven. The people who had 
icrntinizing eyes, feeing nothing fuperlative 
in him» worthy the delight of heaven or of 
earth, began to conceive, that if he by tim 
grace of God^ was God's peculiar favourite, 
they had as much right and title to that grace 
as he. Thus the enthufiafm which the priefts 
)iad kindled in the king, began to fpread 
among the people ; and the wild fire being 
caught out of the priefts hands, it was no 
longer under their diredion. Every one of the 
l«ord's people was as good as a prieft or a king. 
And bow indeed could it be otberwife, 
vnlefs the king and prieft had by their better 
doArine and conduct taught the people better ? 

And 
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^dJ fo all thought ihemfelves to be kings and' 
friefis to God^ even the lamhy cvcQ that lamb* 
(uho is convertible into a Ucn, As the king 
hiinfelf, in his way, was baptifed vtiih the. 
£re of this enrbufkflic fpirit, fo from him 
the ffame catched the peopk ; his priefts 
(owed the feeds f>f it in him, aad he amoDg: 
All the people. It begun at court, and ex^ 
tended over all his dominions* Such as men- 
fowed, they alfo reaped in full meafure, mak- 
ing good the righteous fcntence of fcripture, 
which faith, IVith whatjnver men Jure ye t^ete^^ 
it /hall be merrfured to ycm agaim 

I read that, < The bad policy of Idag Jumts 
'^appeared ia aotliiog more thin hh bX&ag, 
♦^ut with his fjariiirocHts. This was princi- 
^ palty owiag to h\% ^Mruwiiant npthm efrrgal 
^p^wsr^ which he carried higher 'than mofh 
^ of ^his predeoeflbrs,. and fb far as was )acoB«- 
^ fiiVeixt with a Timited monarchy., fnch ar is- 

* the wife and happy conflfiuulion of England. 

* This brought many and great inc<jnTcnicn- 
^ Gies ttpon Jhim ; and happy had'i it been, if 
^ his only furvlving fon and fttccefTor Charles I. 

* had taken warning by the Impriident ma* 
*nagement of his father; W thctt'hc might 

* have avoided the rock on which he uahap- 

* P^y O^^^f- Bot Iwing brought up 19 the 

* fameft: 
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* fame high notions if prerogative^ be trod 10 

* the fame fteps, nay took larger Jiridcs towards 
« arbitrary potvtr than even his father had 

* done. By this means, .the people that fided 

* with the party againft the court, grew every^ 

* day more formidable, mens , paffions on 
« both fides were heated, mutual diftruft and 

* jealoufy took place 5 and religion alfo mixing 

* in the quarrel, the patrons of civil liberty 
^ made their advantage of it, till enthufiafm, 
^ which gathered ftrength from the arbitrary 
^ proceedings vf the court^ and the ffoerity of thM 

* hitrarchy^ grew rampant in, its turn, and 

* overturned not only the hierarchy bdt the 
^ monarchy loo/ This b the fum af the ge- 
neral >iftory of thdfe tknes, of which particu- 
lar faAs are but to many proofs. 

Thefb were the .mifmanagements x>{ king 
Ciar/esy hi6 exercifing ad unlawful power, 
that 'is, a. power to raife taxes without confent 
of parliament ; his infulting, provoking, and 
falling outi3vlth them, inftead of a becoming 
eodeavour to pleafe ^hem, as if majefiy con- 
fifted in haughtine/s— never convoking them 
but when compelled by want, and when his 
traots were fatisfied, fuddenly adjourning or 
dinblving them again in a fhort time after 
their meeting; and m thofe times feizing fome 

of 
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of their members y caUIog men to account oof 
of parliamcQl for what was faid m h, , which 
oujght to be the fan^uary of freedom \ end try- 
ing all the illegal ways he could ta fupply liis 
need without them. Eleven years did lyran^ 
nical power reign uncminuled by parliaments 
The king's proted^ing and defending evil 
BiiQiders, that perfuaded him into fuch mea^ 
fares, both abroad and at home, as were pre- 
judicial to the nation. — His (hewing favour t<x 
papiftsy and putting many of thern iiKo poDs 
of power and authority^ whom all proteftanu 
had reafon to dread and abhor^ remembering 
qoceo^ Marys burning reign,. AujfchorifiDg- 
arckbi(hop Laud^% tyranny^ who lined men i» 
his hi|[h-commii!ion court at his pleafure^. 
while the king's minifters, by his iple autho# 
fity> did the fame in the ftar-chambcr. — His 
giviDg men reafoo^ to complaii^ hf hard and*' 
uojiift ufage, and denying them the liberty of 
complaint — His raifing an army againft hit 
Scinch fiibje£ls ta force them to conformity 
and obedience ta Laud and . the liturgy. It 
was grievous to the king to redrefs the.grJe* 
tances of his fubjefls, which were often re- 
monftrated, and perpetually augmented ; an4 
when he fuffered them to b^ redrcfled, i> 
ieemed to be by conflraint, and with a defign 
to. renew them. — The parlkment's being 

nevesi 



«tver able to depend on his promifes beiog 
fulfilled, if he had power to brestk them.-— 
Thefe things were the unhappy mifmanage* 
ment of that king, which in'the end brought 
on him the hatred of the people, and his own 
deftrafticn. And as the king took extraor- 
dinary and unprecedented ilrides towards 
arbitrary power, the parliament were obliged 
to take extraordinary and unprecedented 
ftrides to prevent bis cngroffing it to the 
ruin of the people's prmaer ties and liberties. 
Though neither fide were^^entlrely innocent, 
or all thek aflions juAifiable; and in fuch 
confufion of affairs. It Is iropoffible they could 
be void of blame; yet *us enough if we fee 
clearly which fide was mo/l in fault, and was 
tlie real occafion of all the faulu of the other 
fide. — It appears by the general conduft of 
Charleys reign, that he ufed. his people not os 
a nutji>ig father does his children^ but as the 
Lord ufed bis enemies, and made them fuch 
to himlelf, fur he ruled them as with a roi of 
:rcn^ and Iroh them to fieces as a potter'' s vej/el^ 
— *nvc commons (hewed their fidelity to the 
nation, in often entering inio the confi Jcratica 
of the liberties and properties of the fubjeft, 
and of the multitude of grievances complained 
of by the people, as it was their duty to dp, 
who are cbofca to be guardians of their 

liberties ; 
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liberties ; aad not to be aeaturesof the conrt^ 
or tools cf doimaion^ to. enrich themielvcs 
aod beggar the aatioOy but.drfeoders q£ the 
kiDgdocQ, to redrefs. an. injured people from 
couct-opprefllonsi They had a r^t, as ii 
was their burioefs to hear aad examine into 
grievances y and do their endeavour to redref^ 
them. To whom ftiould the people feek 
redrefs in fuch cafes, but to their rcprefenta-. 
fives ? and when fought for in a ifgal manner. 
It was aifgal not to do them juflice-y for that 
is -to crufh them with injujiice. — Such vile 
Jnfringemenis of the laws were fo often made, 
that the parliament then muft have had no 
regard to themfelves, nor their country, not 
to be incenfed at it.— The fcverities of the 
church and ftate increafed the enemies to both^ 
I may here fet the church before the flate, 
becaufe the Hate was ruled by it.— Many then 
forfook their native country* forced by the 
inclemency of government, for (hclter among 
the favages of Americay hoping to enjoy life 
niore to their fatisfa^lion abroad, in an un- 
known and foreign country, than what they 
could expeft at home. 

As the duke cf Buciinglyam was the man to* 
whom (at the beginning of Charleses reign) 
the people imputed the caufcof all their grie- 
vances, one lieutefiant /V//c«' under took, at the 

cxpence 
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«xpcuce of his life, to attempt the redemptioa 
of the nation, by ftabbing the duke to the- 
heart, fo that be fell down diead 5 and happy 
had it been, if Filtotis faccefs had been equal 
to his good intention, and undaunted aAion. 
Happy had it been, if the king could have . 
learned care and conduH from it, by endea- 
vouring to eafe and pleafe the people; and 
not by an obftiniite difregard, or invincible 
ftupidity, opened the fountain of their blood, 
which inevitably drew after it the lofs of his 
own. — Anions well defigned, but without 
fuccefs, are often blamed when men fee the 
event, , but not before. Many things are-" 
known to be wrong when they take a wrong 
turn to our expeftations and defires. — The 
putting Charles \. to death, was not efteemcd 
a ^n by the nation, till Charhi II. came in : 
The nation did not repent of it, till then; 
and till then, God did not feem difpleafed 
with them for the aflion ; and then the Lord 
was difpleafed, or the priefts belied him, as 
they have often done, Charls the martyr 
gives us^a fample of what many other martyrs 
have been, who died for their folly and ob- 
fiinacy, not for their wifdom and goodnefs. 
The ttio.her church has wowy fuch martyrs in . 
her calends j and its excufeable for the daugh- 
ter to have one^ — The power that is of God is 

a good 
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a good governiog power, or a power that 
governs us for our good : This excites a love 
to God, when he puoilhes us only for our 
reformation, not vtfifs the iniquities of the 
fathers on their innocent children^ for this pre- 
vents our loving him. The more dreadful 
we conceive him to be, the lefs love we have 
towards him. — A religious fenfe of deity muft 
needs be, that God makes, or knows the 
difference we make between good and 
evil, and rewards or puniflies according to 
the regard we have thereto. But, what is 
good and evil to man, is really and necejjarilj 
fo to him, whether it be the fame to CJod or 
no, and we muft form our conduft by our 
fcafe and knowledge thereof in all things re- 
lating to ourfclves and fociety, that is, we 
muft judge, whether aftions are fit or unfit, 
as they may be prejudicial or beneficial to'our- 
felves or others, by the nature and neceflSiy 
of their circufoftances. — If we aft for. cor 
own private good in oppofition to that of the 
public, 'tis a vice ; and fo much the greater, 
as the aflor is a more pnblic perfon, or perfon 
eiitruftcd with the good of the public. An 
adiion for the public gooJ^ is an exienfiui virtue j 
and the gooduefs is greater or Icfs in degree, 
ab it more or lefs redounds to the public in- 
tereft or advantage. This is good and true j 
policy, and better than any bad and falfc 

religion. 
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''TeligtOD. Apd all rdigion is falfe and bati 

tfhat has tm tfab true poHcy ia it. Seeiog 

'peccffity teqoircs, of txvo evils We fliouM 

chafe the kaA; ^r/W//good, when it comes 

^iQ competiiioii iffith the puilU, fliould be mad^ 

to Aibmit to it. If then taking away the life 

^of one man^ will redeeiD a nation from civil . 

^nd iateflipe wars, he knoivrnothlng at all who 

' does ao< conjider^ that // is good, one man /bould 

^efor the people^ ihat the nation per ijh not. 

The king's endeavdtir to force epifcopd 

.goverament, with the difcipKlie, ceremonies, 

and fcrvice of tlie church of jB)i^/<iW, on the 

Scots nation, fet the Scots againfl him with no 

lefs zeal on their fide, which produced the 

SolemnLeague and Covenant, to maintain their 

^own mode of religion againO: all innovations. 

*— Religion ^is a thing of that nature, that 

} though by pretending it, nothing is more eafy 

.than to wheedle people oat of their fenfes^ 

r«s appears by the pageantry, trumpery, idols, 

raad breaden god of Rome ; or though people 

, may be brought up in what is called religion, 

/without any fen(e at all of right or wrong, 

. but as ib^y are taught, ^as perfecuting apd 

;i>iirning oien for confcience and judgment* 

. ^ake, evidently ihew ; yet neither can religion^ 

^or what bears that name, bring forth the 

VOL. m. Q. fruit 
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4 roit of good works, which is fercibly^ofluered 
ID, «id put oil AS a yoke with feverity* 
Heafon may fometimes prevail, but compnjfioa 
never, to make mea abandon what they efteem 
facred ; for violeoce committed on the facred 
•veneration men have for what they efteem^ 
and have been accuftomcd to efteem nl'igkn^ * 
Tllrs up their abhorrence to that violence, a&d 
turns their veneration to zeal, lo enthtifiafmi 
to frenzy ; and then it is, men fb irritated are 
fit to burn or be burnt. Whoever attempts 
to /// God*s haufe by compdling mtn t9 £omf in^ 
•will find it the only way to emfty it. This 
method, inftead of driving any.nfeful members 
10, will drive many out. He that endeavours 
to force mens confciences, in matters not 
ijijurious to the government, has no right 
notion either of government 61* of religion: 
for he that foppreffei .in honeft confcienc^, 
fupprefTes religion. The cunfcience that-wonjd 
injurt another, is an evil confciencej becaufe 
It is an injurious one; thereftnre a popifii 
confcience is fuch as deferves no toleration 
among proteflants; becaufe it fnflers paplfls 
•no^ to tolerate any other than their own. If 
it have toleration, therefore, among pro- 
teftaats, it is more than it deferves ; and that 
toleration ought to beiunder proper reftniints 
and limitations, to guard their own libeitlea 

-4igain£l 
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ctgaiiift its 'baneful ifiiliieflcc. It £5 much moF^ 
Afc to tokrate Mahomcttinifm, Judaifm, or 
J?iigMiajai fha<i,Fopcry.--TA right c<]^nfcience 
^towards God, cfn never idjure others for 
tKnrfciencc-ffakc^-r-^iJ^fi^'r »is nothing eMb but 
JnHeving in^ and worjhippiifg Gody according ts 
the di^c4i$ 9f confcienct^ and if it *urts no 
body, nor has wiy ifnitenqrtoit, it ought 
W be tolerated ; for oot'to tolerate foch faith 
xaid ucrihip, is deftruftivc of (inccrity and 
^fnrih; And kiddlbg a ^rfecution againft It 
i^^viiQwarrantabieoppoQtion/kindles tht ilamie 
^ enthufiafm m the -periecittcd. He that 
<^cre£te a churdb -on the ruins of humanity, and 
(Ctrries a fpif itual conqucft over flaughteriea 
>conr<j«tiee^> i^ igaorant of divine and humati 

nature^ knows aothing of religion, and is a 
vjpebel to the majefly of heaven, which he pre- 
tends to'Wor(hipi but Vis the majefty of the 
'^prieft be really "promotes lind pays bis ado- 
^^Tfttion to.— CeretDoaios %x^ infignificant as well 
« tte indiffinni things 1 but he makes them ejjin^ 
,#fWf'wbo raifes contenUons and bloodfhed la 

'defence of them. Such ceremonies and en- 
"croachments as are fet up to putl down 
- liberty^ men may warrantably guard againft 
«'*flnd oppofc—W-bcre Jiberty is rooted -out, 

fmcerity is rooted oat ; -impartial juflice and 

goodnefe in fuch a ftatc finds no place.— If 
0^2 (5oi 
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God is a rcafotiiable oatnre, form or do Sxm 
equally plcafes him, for aJiie Jincerity in all^ 
muji he dike accepuAk from ally by whattvcr 
modci or ia whatever maimer the iincert^- 

.{ippears j as we are told, * The. Lord feetb ntt 
{is man feeths^ hut the Lord regardeth the hecrU 

.,And again, f ^^ ^«^ worjhippers worjhip tbp 
Father in fpirit and in truth. The beft and 

.only beft ihiogs pleafe the only beft being. 
»--Modes and exterhals pleafe the men of 

»Biode and of fupefficial^ j:dldgi:Kieiit$;«-*Whaft* 

.ever way men ufei, ^which pleafet ^etnisly^ 
in ferving God, caiM^otdifpIef^fe hidi; for the 
heart faoAtfies the afUon, without^which aM- 
is no nabre thaa.mere fantaftic fa&ioa, emptf 
ceremony, and foolifh form^luy.. God loves 
that men fhould pleafe tbemfelves hi^jil^og 
him, if he made us, a$ we aretold^ to give 
us pleafore and happinefs, not to increale Us 
o>vn.-— He who underftands that equal fintprHy 
in all religions \% equally acceptable xoGo&^rniA, 
^ve liberty of confcience to all ; hut he tbiit 
fees it nor, is. religioafly blmd, and pifMiAy 
ftupid. — He that denies nien liberty of c<J»- 
fcience, makes fome men hyppaites, and 
dcftroys thofe that cannot be fo made. He 
deftroys that iincerity among mfia whij^his the 

* I Sam. xv;. 7, t John iv. aj* 

only 
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tidlf pore rcRgion all the world over. Liberty 
of confcience to every man to worfliip God, 
and endeavour to pleafe hinfi ia-the beft' 
manner' that appears to him, is as much the 
divine right of every fubjeft, as power is the 
divine right of the bcft and moft rightful 
kings on earth. — What I call the wor(hip of 
God, is, that a£Bon which concerns only 
God. and the worftiipper, and has no relation 
to miurmni, tuum» An aftion which hurts no 
man, and which benefits no man but the wor- 
thipper; And as God is the God of the fprlu 
of ell fiejht^ he muft have an equal regarcl to 
the fpirhual worfliip, which is Cncerity in all* 
•—If it was evident to all, what fort of wor- 
Aip 6od loves or b^tes more than another^ 
tbcfc woiild be fonie reafon to value one better 
or worfethao another. But till that is done, 
or appears 00 ^ood proof, all fides have 
equal prctenfions in their own way.-^The 
confideration of man's ignorance of God, is 
, fiiffictent to humble t&e fpiritual pride of the- 
moft concdted enthufiaft ; for though there 
is not any thing in the world is more talked 
of I than of God, there .is not any thing in the 
world lefs known; and the greateft priells 
^ know AS little of him as the meaneft men. 
Therefore metbinks they Ihould not prefume 
IM swicb) feeing though they bear the name 
Q.3 «f 
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(df divines f ihcy arc bxii little acqaaitt ted Willie 
divinity ; therefore g^Mki£e&^^^aiodsjsa(io» 
become all parties. i ' •:. 

The king went to Stfftland/wixh. ^d, army of 
20,000 oieQ, to reduce the Si^f ]U} th^ obe- 
dience of prelatk power .and common prajen. 
So the kisgifirft railed arm^ag^aii^l bis (bbr 
je^hy and taught them to ftai^d up iQ their 
own defence agaiaft sl deluge of arHtrar; 
power. True k is,, that he didaotnfclus 
army again ft the Scott^ becaufe the En^lijb 
were not food of aflifiing fuch power^ the 
king being advlfed not to- ventiire a>bftttk.: 
but if he had not intended it, why aU that 
parade of pdwer, and Hinning the nation to 
jfuch an unneceffiiry expenc^t when he was 
always in want of money ? This woand was 
Ikinned over between the king and the Sau 
by a fort of truce rather ?han peace. — Th« 
Scots obftinately determined not to fubmit to 
.any alteration in their religion, and the king 
as obAinately to make them, urged on by 
*archbi(hop Laud^ who managed the king's 
conicience, as men manage beafts of burden^ 
Such fiupid animals are kings who are enUaved 
by pricfts. — The king refolving to feducff th« 
Sim by force 6f arms to ills will, af i^raw^rou* 
8f my is raifed, but wanting, money there waa 
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^,«c^eSiR.^9^ c^lh m'.jpnglf/h p3rJia©cnt,f left 

'^tothet impoiritioia S^M liirtheF alieoate tk& 

affedioDS of the people^ S«rt the. parliaiiic&f ' 

v^hen called had no defire to aggrieve the 

Scots 'f but -to hav« their own grievances rc- 

di^eiled; Bravft meo, that would oot bd 

iifaf^ by> couFt*threats nor flattetiesl-aad 

thx^ii^ ^e pray for the pardon of ihetr iins« 

k^iii^CHMd becsome tts -mote to^nasd our owru 

-^Thh parliafBent not -coHvplyiug with ths 

kfng^s demands, nor ' he with theks, it w&» 

'diiTolved la about-threc wceksv and as w^s 

-ttTual with him, he fent fc^me of the members 

r to piifoa— ^VVhen power is in the hand ofa^ 

; JsolKh prince, his exercifing it expofes his 

< vfeUy. His^ pried Ihpuld have taught .him 

.S$km$n*S' advice *, £/ net bajly in thy fpirit t$ 

he aniry^ for ang^r njittb in the bo/am of foahv 

-^Now . the kibg prepares againll the Scots^ 

and ibe iim againll the king» and in the end 

the Scott had the advantage.. The king, is 

, iK>w pbliged to call an Englijh parliament to 

feule.tbe difiurbed ftateof the nationv l^iis 

was the laft parliameot» which met in iVi?« 

vimber 1640. And as the nation had beea ^ 

always opprefied^ without being able to ob-^ 

tain any redrefi^ and all former parliaments 

hid been bubbled i they firft appointed t ^ 

•'Edck^'. vif../9. . 

Q£.4. fcleav 



fcleft commiuce to dfawvup a retnoiiftfaiic«r. 
qfall Uie grievances of the Qatien, which^were 
Moxercmvj butaat prekf^cd till a year after-^ 
The king well knowiagi what he had -to 
^xpedy fbewed. great coinpliaoce in gtiFfog- 
hisaficnt to all their billai being awed^ ^tia^ 
Uktly^ lata. a (on ol.ut&ibkxktky by aja. 
army of Sc^is beii]gJo*ithenattoa.--<'The par- 
Jiament weol a great way. la r$dreflmg tfa^ 
BatioQ's grievances, aodp}»i&]Dg.tbe autborg 
of tbem^ which reftder^d them^ popular « £ad; 
Sjraffifrd was. brought to the block* Th^ 
I'igb commiffion-court and Jlav<hamhir wecs^ 
abolifbed, and majiy gr^at aad good, thing*. 
were done^t the begiaBiiig ^ this p^rlimmtu, 
rr^But thongh the klogfuffoced thep to g^* 
oa great lengths^ia deliveriog the oauoaJEriUD^-! 
great opprefGoos, they koew. it wiis cpotrary-. 
fo his natqral difpoCtioa; for be haled to> 
liave his aiQth(H'ity limited by parlUgieoti^ aa4r^ 
was defiroua of nothing more thao.oC rdgQiQg.» 
without them; tbere&urei though, they ha4j 
pafled a bill for trieoaial paFliaoleQt^, they • 
coold not depjsnd u^qa the fecurity of thac^ 
Jaw J for what fecurity can law afford, fronx- 
one that ^tramples upon law ; therefore theji. 
procured the kiog's afient to their iftabUJh^ . 
wen! during their own j^Ieafure^ and having- 
fo done, tliey carried their point in all things 
^f y nndertook, to tranfaft,^ And well know- 



V^.tlieir .p9wer }ia4 l>cpa defpi&d, ^od as it 
yifoie,. /iiiauU^d.for f<pmp time before, thqi^ 
loof^ wllh a j^alQus eye on ail the afiions o£ 
1^ kl9gi aod refolvfid, by way pf felf de- 
ieoce^ to Aand by and proteft oi^e apath^r, 
^nd tp prefcribe.d^ limits to that tyraanical 
f»wcr» ^iDich had> enflavcd the nation fifteea 
years befqre. — They kaew that to make lions 
tfmty is to fettier tbeoi) and ibat then, though 
they may feem tait}e» yet as foon as they flip 
their feiters, they appear to. be lipqs flilh 
Wbether the king feared tbofe. he. hdd b^fbre^ 
Mfoited and irritated ; for tyrannical tempera 
odder power, or in fear, are the moft abjeA ;. 
OF wbetho* he was under fome better fort of 
tttkioo, like Nero under Seneca^ that he be^ 
baved in a tradable manner for a while ; I 
fkalinot pretend to determine ; but eertab it 
was^ they knew the man. « Therefore they 
bad a jealous eye on all his afljons^. aQd^a9' 
thcy could never truft him with fafety, when 
he went afterwards to Scotland^ they had a$ 
much reafon to fear, he would contrive, tp- 
bring a ScoUh army againS them, ^ he had 
before jraifed an Englijh army agninfl th$ S^ots^ 
contrary to the will of the Et^(ifi> parliaoient 
and people.^-^Mea of fenfe and pcaetratloa- 
kave the gifts of difcerning the fpirits of other 
aica, more than the imi^rudenr and unwary 
Qj;, can 
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can dlfcefm their own ; and tim^ made it tp^ 
pear, their miftrttft and jealoufy wa$ tik>t <»• 
founded. The king, who was always as we^ 
in hk conda^by as he was tyranoical in teinp^r^ 
could no longer be refiraiBed: the fevcrity 
and foHy' of his difpofltion difcovered itfelf^ 
though at the moft improper ieafon: for as 
the proverb lays, Mi^id cats art no gocd 
moufers. It was now too late to hepn ag^tn 
to attempt the (hewing his great power whea. 
he had fuffered his head to be {horn ; and 
though hi awokf andfiiidr I fvili go forik as at 
other timesj and ft>ew my griat Jittngth^ £# 
inew not that ibo Lord was departod from iim^ 
and was now with the parliament^i fc^ the 
Lord IS never on the fide of weakmfs and fatfy. 
Undoubtedly this condefcenfion ia the l^g'j 
delltpering fo much of his regalia to the par- 
liament, was 4 proof of » weak jndgment, if 
he was right in nMintaiDiDg it at fifft fo ftre«* 
nuoufly, that he always diibbliged bis parlia* 
ments, and would if he could have reigned 
without any \ but if he was right in his com** 
placencyj betaufe be faw his former err6r; 
why did he fooliflily aflume fuch authority 
' again, ill Tending officers to the hpofe of lords 
and commons, to feize (bme of their members^ 
/|ij)d to (deliver artides of impeachment agarnft 
them (of high treafuoj and at (be fametkiey 



Mj tisLJokaathprity, to fend perfoas to ieal 
^ickpiJ^u iQOx%^ tr«iiks, and papers? And 
.;whf ,4ld he come bimfelf with ao armed baiid 
.the oexl day to demaad their delivering up 
ihofe members? Does thid^ look like a tho'^i 
, rongh conviSion of his error, f or was it only 
the efFeft of refircining grcu? Was not this 
Yikc tbi do£i rtiufnin^io hh VBmit again ^ and » 
^XdL^ibi Jow that was wajhdy tthher ivalhwing. - 
. m thi mire? Did it not evidently (hew the 
, nature of the man^ thatt^i&^ ^Id ^man, the old 
tyrannical nature was yet in him» and that he. 
r bad net fut him off with hii deeds ; that he had 
aot put on the newsman in righteoufmfs and 
, JtHcerity^ \^l in profeilioQ^ and external ap^-^ - 
jsiearanca* only ? Did not thofe dear-fighted * 
•o>eii the commons fee through him 2 Wa» 
not -their inward jealoufyconiir-med and in < 
. creafed by this outward proof of his uncon^ - 
vmntdfiaie^ flad not^hen the commons^ the r 
p2ardians.of>tbe people*^ ]ibepiies,rearon ta < 
been their guard again/tail hrs a£lions^ Did^ ? 
not they well, inwithftandiogfueb tyrannical : 
fpirit, andja fending a feFJeant at arm^ to 
break open^ the feals^and apprehend thofe^ 
. that put them on ? for «il> they had not mad^v 
Skjland againft tbefo arbitrary proceedings^- ali^ 
.kfaey had done before had been to no purpofe/ 
.<Afli4.',di4 tbey not welU^tomak^'du ord^i^ 
Qj5 forWddii^g^ 
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forbid^iog t&e feiziag aoy of tbeU fnaBfaevi' 
ividiout leave of the boufe^aodypriztog aU 
members to ilaod upon tbeir guard, aad ail 
cooftabies aod other officers to alEii them f 
For had they not done tbU, they bad efta«* 
blilhed themielves as members of parliament 
HI vain ; nay, they had not eftaUiihed them* 
felves at all ; for if they had left it in the 
king*s power to apprehend an^ of them at his 
pleafttre, he might have gone on, and by 
fiich repeated at^s, foon demoliflied the par- 
liament. No doubt but if they conid have 
trnRed the .king to the laws^ aad permitted 
their triennial a£l to take place when they 
were diflbivedi they would not have continued 
themfelves by a new aft ; which, though it 
was cQUtrary to 2Vij former^ was however law %, 
becaufe it was agreed to by the king, lords^ 
and commons ; for fach agreement makes 
law by the connitiuion of this realm; and 
extraordinary cafeS may require extraordinary 
aiSs. to be rnado^:. for to every new neceflity a 
new law muft be adapted, and proportioned 
to the exigency of the cafe. But if a king^ 
or bis minifters by his cpmrnand, aA contrary 
tp law, it is unlawful, .and they are culpable, 
of the breach of the laws of the land.— Forc^, 
mnft be oppoied by force, and deceit may be 
fubvetted by deceit^ when other B^thpdsia)^|^. 

91 



^ mtm iM not a& eq^l 'regard for ' felf^ 
defence. Whfcre there is good ground for ^ 
- jealoufy, tneobughf always to be.ijpon their 
guard, and never part with their power,t 
when they fear being attacked ; and fo mucb 
the more exert themfelFes^ as the enemy 1$ 
jurist in authority. Kings that ufe thefr power 
to prey on th« people, Solomon compares ta 
roaring lions and raging bears ; and they are 
Boc more merqifji^^ wh^]> their lodign^tioa is 
flirrcd up^ and revenge ia iri thjjJr, reach..— 
He that take$ away a people's liberti^^ has vt 
defign on their properties ; and their lives are 
oext at his merqy. Xi^i I^ip^s alone to eq^rof^^ 
power^ and the property ojf hi$ fat)jeAs^, and 

their liberties and lives wilKfoUow.-^ If 

Cbarti4 did not grafp at this, why di^ he 
f retend pfsace to his fZFl\s^^lcnty 4nd p^eparg 
for war againft thism, by fending bis queei^ 
to Holkndy to buy up arms and ammunition^ 
%nd putting the crown-jewels into her hand^ 
for that parpoferr' Arbitrary power is what 
i|o man breathing ought to b^ trufted wiih.^ 
therefore 'tis good policy, to overturn the 
bad machinations that any perfon makes ufdf 
of to obtain it: for wheo'it is obtained by 
any king, there remains no remedy to any 
people : feldom doth the death of the tyrant 
fedeem them^ if his heirs fuceeed^ though a 
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fta of blijod he fptit to. recover tbcir loft* 
Kbcrly* 

After this frefli provocation given the par- 
liament; the king, perceiving how unpopular 
he bad rendered himfclf, fent two mefTages to 
them in a. complying humour; telling them 
he would wave his proceedings againft the fix- 
inemb€rs>. and be as. careful of their privileges» 
as of his own nfe and crown : and offered a 
general pardon* Btic pardon could' not be^ 
grateful, when bimletf was the aggreflbr.— - 
^ow either the parliament faw that this war 
impariztng znd jiaiterj, knowing his natural^ 
difpofition, or it appeared to them, be was' 
lUcc ihofe chriflians that are al ways /«»/»^^ifrf 
npi^iingi whofe repentance and reformation 
sever laft tonger than the inflbence of the 
•aufe that occafmned H. Whether of thefo 
ways ihey judged, his word appeared to them 
not to be. confided in ; their jealoufy was con* 
firmed, the fire was rekindled, they judged** 
their lives, and 'liberties were in danger frojn- 
Bis power, and therefore, it was. to be rcr 
trenched as much as ppflible. Things wereL 
now carried to that pitch, and mutual jealojji- 
iies ratfed' ib bijg^, diat the people could 
Dcithec trnft th^ king, nor the king the people... 
Had they fubfiuited tpjhe kiiig's authority, m^ 
all probabHlty they would'have been crnfiie^: 

Audi' 



Attd tte kifig^ (eemed re&lTcd oot to faSct sl, 
dtminution of his divine power, as bisoooftieri 
and favourite pried s perfaiided hitxrtbat he 
was a divinity^ and weak beads exalted on an^ 
emihence, are always made giddy thereby. 
T^mbitibus fpirits chufe ratber to reign ifi hellj. 
than ferve in bear en; 

' The fadden darts erf" mifihiePand* treachery 
ill the kiog» were a good fdnndation of jea^- 
lonfy to the parliament and^ people? And 
when will not fire increafe fire where there t^ 
fnel ?' It increafed* here to'^ a flame, till the 
king was burnt in the fire which himfelf had 
kmdled : for in him was fulfilled the threaten^ 
tog of the-Lord by the propbet J/aiaby (1. 11.) 
JBebcld all yi that kindU a fiu^ thm C9mpaj!s 
ynirfilvn abciU with fparki: that walk, in fie 
light eftbi'fire and in tbi fparks jf have kindltik 
Thisjhallyf have of mine hand^ yefiall lit down 
in firrwv. And fo it came to paia with thdfe 
that had kindled the fire on both fides; aiiid - 
if the Lord hath ex^uted the fiercen^fs 6f 
his wrath on them already,, will he do it 
again on us? Doth be not know when to 
% have done ? that the nation yei fkft and bowl 
before the Lord, and rather pelt him. wtih 
ppaycr^, if I may fo fay, than pray with tree 
ylctyi fox as IJhidb fattb^ lvfl« 4, BehMie 



rf %i^UiidHef$. It tbufiick f^fafi^ IMvf 
€boJ§n^ a dfQfor a mm ta cj^jlQ bUfafiif li^'ilt 
thoiL call this a fqfty and an accepaUe day to the 
Lsrd? T-They h(k, pray, aod preach in fpUf 
to their brethren j therefore be that Jits m 
haven laughs them to fcorn^ and has them if 
derljion: thcpefore this iheir righteou/ne/s is 42s 
filthy rags^ and they qught to pray God ta 
forgive ^Mm t^e iniquity (f tUir h^ly things. 
Thfi \yife Go(| hcaretb not the players of 
frols; becanfe they are fpoUfh prayers,-: — r, 
J<ot, bu> I wouW h^?« :tW5 <]jrpQAog.da.y, for 
orer kept^ to fiiew the world the mocksefy p£ 
rdie^l how one party, pretendhig piely» 
calls p9 God CO p;|rdon that Co of theirs 
ifrhicfa they neTer eommitted ; vi\A\p the odier 
f^rty that did the aflion, and in Uke circtHnr 
ftances would do it agaio» think it was an 
aftion worthy of as much pratfe tis ftabhiog - 
Cafar in the capitol. When Wiofe that did 
the aAion ruled, God was pot mocked by % 
catiooal repentance for it, and yet in all ap- 
pearance, he is not in better friendftip with 
lis, than he was with them, ndiwUhdandiog: 
ail our prayers and penitence, which appear rb^ 
be all in Ya^o; fince being ytt coQtinned» 
Ihey have not yet anfwered their end> in mal^'' 
apg atoaefiKAl and procuring pardon: and^ 



no-wontfer, for God 'loves not fools, nc»* 
hypocrites; and thcpefore •wifely rejcas their r 
feoliOi, of hypocrkical humiliation. How- 
ever, it is very fit apd neccl&ry this day, 
fliould be for cvep kepr, to remifld kings jhab 
if ihey-are defirous of living the life, they^ 
may cxpefl to die the diath of that king v 
ivhkfi this day cclrf)ratcs. 

». The flaine which hegxin in EngldnJ^ burnt 
to the utmoft bounds oiBcotland^ and reached t 
even to hiknd^ where the Irijhy to make ufe 
pf the advAnuge, dtftro^ed 49,000 proteftant^ i 
fclUed tk«f e, by ianuoieraUe. afir o£ barba* 
4ity ; wbicb* if only dan« 10 freie^ themfelvefi ^ 
ifooi' the* Ei§glift>'yo\iti wlsether oooslenanced ^ 
by the khig or v not. Certaia- it is^ that he 
regarded not \ki\i life o£ his proteihmt fufap- ^ 
jodd j btit < the only, thing be regarded waa» 
ibat he night have fok dominion^ over thea4: 
to this end, he^called for^hfa forces from h^ 
l0td^ that he nught employ them^agniftjbk s 
perliameoc hi England \ whereby it^ plain, he . 
judged that the fottlkg his owa authority qa r 
the deftf u&ton. of the confiicutioQ, was more 
seceflary, than revenging the blood of 40,000 < 
pfoteftanrs, 6r fecnring * Irstani under the 
doiiiiniDn of the cxovm, ot England; aadf 
itaerefoicey he ^itfa^r kiusm^ tht Iri/k p^piik . 

tb*t« 
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ibac comoahted thofe maflTacres, werp fm 
friends, aod he coald truft them to ft^dre 
Ireland to his obediesce ; or he was willifig 
to lofe a kingdom, to have revenge of his 
proteftant fubje^s. And he^ that- tbiifis for >. 
domiuioQ by blood. Or that endeavours to 
wade to it through a fea of blood, deferves 
a bloody reward. — Iti (hort, the confequenc© 
was, what is very natural, and in fuch cafe 
will alwayi be, that both king, courtiers, and 
high-fiying prieAs on one fide, and the par* 
.liao^nt aad people on the other, fecured 
what power each party could^ for tbemfelves^- 
for il was oot fafc for the parliameDt to truft 
their perfoDS in the power of the king, Dor 
did the king think it fafe, to truft his power- 
.with their perfons. And the fieps that each 
party took, but earaged the other; whicb 
of neceifity terminated ia the utter ruia o£ 
.one of them* And as in nature the fame 
caufes will always have the fame efl^s; fo 
tbe fame ci^cumftances, would always produce 
Ithe (kme evient, was- the a&ir a£bd la any 
Age or country in the world^^-^It happened at 
tile end ofi- eight years, inteftiae wars which 
Iqllpvsedy to. terminate by the death-of tbe 
lung, aad Uis death alone could put a&.end to 
ibe blood that was fpalt on his account. » Aod 
.fiire H^tfts better that ^77^. moB JhouldJM fir 
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iSe prcfenratibn of the picpliy than tbi xvI/aU 
naii$n JhM pirifif. 

If Cbarhs received his- royrf" power from 
iSod alone, it \% more than any king m this 
world ever did. — But Cbarlts miftook hiis 
kingdom, for ;/ was not rf- this W9rld j there- 
fore h^ was removed oat of it, to feek a^ 
better^ for which he was dou{}defs better 
qualified ; for I don't di(pate the goodnefs of 
fhe m^n^ but the goodnefe of the king ; who 
feems to me to have been the reverfe to whnie 
fome have faid of king Davidy that he was^ 
one of the b^^ cf kings^ but one of the w^r/? 
^ men. Whereas on the contrary, VXn^Cbarlis 
who Uis faid was one of the bifi..oi mtn^ was 
one of the worfi kings \tk the world, as arch<- 
bi(hop Latid was a very faalous churchmatH 
bttt a very infamoas chriAian. As for re- 
li^on, 'ds certain CbarUs had enough in hnn 
fto fet up a biOiop, and a greater flock of ibat 
fort than- kings ought to have. Yet tins un- 
happy prince dc fefves our pity, as well as the 
nation under his gpverotnent ; he being fta>- 
pidiyiiiftruAed by ihe pedant, his dogmatical 
fether, in his younger years, was fo fitted !m 
■laturer age to recei^ the maSgoant im- 
prei&oBs of liis fpiritnal Laud aod coont 
flatterers, who fowed th6fe feeds in him, that 
Rowing u]^> brought ruia to the nation an(& 

himf<Jfr, 
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hiinfelf. And one would think, that he Being: 
made per/e^ through fuferings^ and liappy 
before his natural time, it does not require a 
hundred years pepauqe of a wbole.oarioni for 
fendiqg the foi^I of fo good a inaA» among 
the fouls of the bkOecjl: and that the ei^ 
changiag.a caonaL inglprioua crowiw for.^ 
crown of imniortality and glory, was fucli a > 
fuffident and fatisfaSory advantage to hiiD^ . 
that he. and his friends have reafon to thaojc 
God and the nation, for fuch^ happy tranfla- 
tion. Aad bad it been done foonery it bad * 
fa^d the lives of thoofands more than it did* 
Neceffity matter things unlawful, to be lawful. 
That which jufiifies ^war, in the defence of 
the rights and liberties of the people, from > 
iffranay from' abroady.wiil jufiify whatever 
flieafuFea necefSty obliges people -to take, to - 
^defend their rigkts and Hberties ag^inft tyrants . 
at home. Bat oo man's libetty oc property*, 
it now at all invaded^ evety maa Jbs uneUr 
Us oum vine^ and wider Us ewn fig-tru ; ea« 
joys the.&uUs of;bia.laboar^ afKLiaay.wor|kip ^ 
God according to his rCqi|{ciince, if h^. h«s . 
any good conf<;ieQCo ft. all ^ it bis coofdenqe . 
db&'cmiikad him to overiiira thbilave» and 
the eonfcieoces o£ all tfaoTe that are led by ^ 
s]u>re.rea£:>n aadhcunaaity thao htmfelf* 

In all probj^bility, the prefoj^tejriaos would 
. Mt bjafe, attempted to overturn the epifcopri% 

charchy^. 
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^ijhurch, if that church, when governed by 
iArchbifliop Laudt bad fiot endeavoured to 
overtorn them. It mud be owned, the church 
was the aggreflbr, or his tyrannical behaviour 
^ over them in it, which had the favour an)! 
yproteftion of fovereign power. As both king 
^nd pontiff confederated -together, and ea*> 
couraged each other, to humble and demoliih 
the power and liberty of nonconformifts^ 
both civil and reKgious ; <what was more na- 
•tural, than for them to fland up in their own 
'defence,^ to grafp that power which was ca- 
pable of defending them againft both civil anil 
religious tyranny: and when they had g^afp^ 
it, to ufe it as a fcourge on their ad verfaries, 
and pay them in then: own coin by way df 
retaliation J Men may talk what they will, 
that religion being the fubje<3;'of the quarrel, 
by the principles of that religion they ought 
.not to have gone fuch lengths as they did; 
the laws of religion will always fubfide when 
>^ey arc agalnft the laws of nature, as foon 
M nature has power to prev^U and they wUI 
findrqafons to comprehend the laws of reta^ 
. liation in their religion* which- before appeared 
oppofite to it. For though the doftrinc of 
laving our enemies may be preached, and em- 
braced in fentiments when OKn have no ene- 
viies, or may feea to be embraced and prao 

Ufcd, 
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'^jfed, when retaliation is oiu .of their powers 
yet when the power is turned, tlic tables ar&* 
turned ; when "wrath prompts opportunity to 
a£liOn, then you (hall hear another fort oF 
refigious doftrine maintained by the afcendatrt 
party; then the vengeance of the Lcrd of hojli 
is to be executed to maintain his honour^ 
Then you find it* commanded, * Reward'her 
tven as Jhe has rewarded you 'y'^n^ more, douhh 
unto her double 'according to ler works: in tbjt 
cup which Jhe hath filled , fill to her double^ iheH 
torment andforrow^ plagues^ dedth^ famine and 
firey follow to the ^conquered *party. AnS 
this gives .joy to the conquerors. Thus h 
^«vcr was, and thus it Will ever "be ; men^s 
palTions will direi^ men's conduct, as polity 
and power give liberty to their aftlons. — 
:Tho* revenge is not always laudable, yet it'is 
generally juftifiable, becaufe neceflfary to aw£ 
mefn in power, not to exercife their pow^r 
tyrannically and wickedly. Retaliation of 
'liyuries, not exceeding meafure for meafui^e, 
•is therefore juft, needful,' and proper to be 
•executed, being that thicfly which awes the 
^wicked, aodlceeps men within the bounds 6f 
doty or moral behaviour. If 1 allow that 
Hrhriftians, as fu^, ought not to revenge in- 

* ftev.xvBl. 6. ' 

lurifeg 
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jaric* done them, yet it mtift be allowed too, 
thatxhriflians are men, no more divefted of 
paffions than others, and thofe pafTions ha^ 
the fame influence, on the fame occafions, 
over chriftians as over other men j therefoffc 
they, in fuch cafesj will aft as other men, 
even as heretics and infidils do; for when was 
it known that ever they did otherwife ? I 
don't think there iS an wfidelj dajl or athiijl 
in the world would burn a man for his re- 
ligion, but if they were burnt by people of 
any religion, as foon as they had it in their 
power, they would deftroy the power of that 
reiigion; and reafon jufV, and praftice gooS. 
And thefc (if they feared not God) w^ld fee 
as obedient td a mild and merciful king th^t 
afted for his fubjefls good, as any fubjefts 
the king had ; but if like Salan on Job^ he 
put forth his hand to defiroy their prppertles, 
and their liberties, and torment their flefli, 
,they would be as fie to rebel, and as.zealotts 
IB the caufe as other men, that are prompted 
on to aftioa by the fury or cnthufiafm of re- 
religioo. And all men, religious or not 
^religious, ■ vrtll do the fame when excited by 
9pfreffim^ which make$ a wife, man mad. 

He that redeems nien from tyirateic power, 
and brings liberty, and peace to an enflaved 
jiatioa, even tho' it is but already begun, and 

a certaia 
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tjfoch a fta^, frees aiu^dom by his ivttm uS&. 

^valour, is hf natun m kixg^ '^aad Atm te r^^ 
therefore has in hfnfdf litewnif^fioniXjod, 
iiis anions are a fufficient fsoof of U^.wd 
that fla^rifh reli^oo wbieh is a friend tp arbi- 
trary power in i&e. priace ^d prieft^ ia aoy 
nation, is iQimical and iojtzriaos to the peaise 
mad happioefs of mafikind. And fuch religton 
Ihopld be kept in a ft^e of ftibJ4dioa» wbofe 

, leaders and abettors are promoters of flavery 
iQ civil and religious goveromeatt Both 
civirand religipts tyrants are foch faft frieiKH 
to each other, that they cannot well be fega* 
rated; they rtfe and foU ^etbo% 

One iQay geoerally know the go^dnefi 6( 
mens refigion, by the fplrit that maintains it; 
for the worft opinions-are generally maintained 
\vith the word fpirit by thofe that embrace 
them. And it is no wonder, if ftopid prki- 
"^iples or frantic opinions, ihould have fitt^ 
or frantic ^eds in praSice. By tbtir /rmlis 
ye Jhall kmw /A^«.**— That reBg^ which 
teaches men to damn ind burn thofe that 
cannot embrace it, ought to be condeamed by 
all men. Better would ik be for mankiad> 
'^dicn maimsdn* fach religton^ to icxdrpnte all 
veHgion ^'of the 'W^ld. it is «aMPe to^e 

"bonoilr 
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hoBOor of Qod» to fiiy he requires 00 worlhi p 
4Df OS, than focb a vorfliip as makes man 
inliiifflaD, and the wor M mtferablc. What it 
if foot reltgtous, madocfs to affirm, that all 
men will be damoed who are oot of this or 
that faith, or who do not conform to this 
or that church difciplme, or fort of wor(l}ip • 
For feeing thcfe all damn one another^ don't 
they all prove themfelves to be road ? Needs 

" there a greater proof, when neither party 
wiil be direAed by cool reafon, which alone 
can cure their madnefs? The furious and 
bigotted fpirit is equally bad in all reli- 
gions; it is the fpirit of popery in them all, 
which nothing bat time and reafon can expeU 
-*-Anger and rage 00 one fide, breeds anger 
and rage on the other, fo does a perfecuting 
fpirit in a church, ftir up the fame fpirit ia 
that which is perfecuted. Thefe who are 
fir(l to the quarrel, are the caufe of the ef» 
feft that follows. If the prefbyterians per^ 

. fecbted the ^pifcopal church, it was a fign of 
a bad fpirit, but it was firft Airred up by 
the ejrffcopalians ; they were firft, and there- 
fore greateft in fault; tho^^h nothing is mor^ 
commoQ than to lay the wbcU blomt on the 
prOToked, not 00 thofe that gave the provo- 
cadoo i ^nd yet nothing is noore wrong, for 
St is as natural for anger, indignation, and 
VOL. IIL - & rcfcntmcnu 
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ie{<?ntoi€Qt, to ariCe from oppreffioo, abofef 
9nd iojury given, as for fire to kiodle fire; 
and mea mpft be devoid of paflion to be 
othervrife, which is more than any men are. 
Therefore to the public peace* breakers all 
the confjeqaeoccs of the public diAurbaaoe 
are o^ving• 

O ! cry churchmen, the prclbyterians are a 
pack of wicked rogues, they pulled down the 
church ! Nay, fay I, not fo ; for they poflelled 
themfelves of the churches, and fo became 
churchmen. But the church folk pulled dowa 
the meeting-hotifes, in my timei and would 
have pulled down all in the nation, if they 
had not been flopped by force. Was not this 
religious htgh-church frenzy and fanaticifin > 
though this very party called the other fana- 
tics ! fo madmen know not their own mad- 
nefs, and think others mad : but the church* 
men, to have been even with the noncon- 
formifts, ioAead of pulling down their meet** 
ing houfes, fhould have gone and preached in 
thcm. The prefl)yterians indeed pulled dowa 
the common prayer, becaufe^God (houid not 
be on the fide of the church ; for if they did 
pot pray, to be fure the Lord could not hear 
tiem, and tbeycoold not pray without book, 
tt the fame time the prclbyterians themfelvea 
piay'd for dear life — and liberty to pray. 

But 
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BiU /uppofe they did pull ,^owQ the ^hufch, 
vftLS not the church as bad which would havQ 
pulled down the' prefbyterians at the fame 
time ? They wanted not will, but power. I 
don't, fup'pofe any nonco.nformifts would hav^ 
had any intention or thought of. robbing the 
church of her bi(hops and godly gear, if 
archbifhop Laitd bad been a good ua^ao^ and 
not, like a wolf in (beep's clqathing, have 
worried Chris's (heep in his fpiritual courts* 
No doubt but the church might have lirefied 
in peace> had (he let her filler chprch ton^d 
in^peace. But at the end, the fortpoe; Q^ 
war turned for the diflenting party, and whair 
ever party lofe ^e day, they nvufl; be iat this 
mercy of tbofe that get it. Thofe th^t fall 
undermofl: muft fubmit to them that get 
uppermoft. What was the fate of ihe eplf- 
copalians and common-prayer mongers, would 
have been the fate of the prelbytcrians, had 
they loft the field. But they fought with the 
fyirit, as well as prayed by the fpirlt ; and it 
happened at that time to help their infirmities^ 
Indeed, in my opinion, it is the faireft way of 
living to live and Icit live, not to have any 
bufinefs monopolized. Religion, like^trade, 
ought to be free. It is beft dealing at an 
ppen market ; by that means we have a miore 
reafonabki choice, and at a more reafonable 
R 2 rate* 
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rate. Wfica you have only iy<ji5/o»'s chpicc^ 
you muft pay Hobfon*9 price, 'Parfbns, wfaeit 
ibey find people can by bo meaos help them « 
felves, but muA deal with them alone, are as 
great extortioners as any pawnbrokers what^ 
ercr. Why (hould not every man chufefor 
Kimfelf in{pirkuals, ;as well as in temporals^ 
and biiy thofe wares he fikes beft, dr thinks 
he has moft need of, feeing he muft pay for 
them. Religion is a thing of choice, and he • 
Jias no religion, tba-t never chofe any himfclF, 
for hlmfelf ; but if he feems to have any, ic 
is the religion of another he puts on, but not 
his own. "It was the religion of the perfoa 
chat firft ^hofe it, hut is aot his that wears it» 
and that perfon might, perhaps, be his great 
grandfather's great grandmother 5 and it may 
fcave been, of a very different fafliioa from 
his, worn in the family till it becomes quite 
thread-bare. Many families have religion by 
hereditary right, and this they take to he divine^ 
hut if it was fo, it would be hj^U^Jon and 
grace^ both on the fide of Chrift and the 
cbriftian. Let .eiUicr jaf them chuXe £rft, 
they muft hoth chafe; or jelfe neither does the 
profeflbr chufe Chrift, nor Chrift the profefTor^ 
Therefore, in the day of judgment, will not ' 
Chrift fay to fuch. Depart from tne^ I knsw 
you Mt; and the profeiTor^ if he fpeaks the 

truth, 
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truth, inuft aofwer, Ncr do I knew you.- What 
lyiUbecQme of tbefe ia that day, the day mufl 
declare. -r-But(hou!d any be fb honeft (for ia 
that 4ay meo qaay be allowed to fpeak the 
truth) a& to fay, tli^ priefts of his country 
would not let him chufc, for they woutd 
damn him if he did. Aod I fuppofe this will 
bfs the cotDptlaint of millions. Let the priefts 
look to it. I think it is but jujl that they 
fikO«ld be damned for 'era. If any had liberty 
to chufe for himfelf, but depended on the 
priefl to chufe for him ; how can he think it 
sojuftf that the pried (hould* be fayed for 
,bim« But as pfiefh in all fuch cafes, chufe 
jEbr others wb&t Is inoft confiftcnt with their 
Qwnintcreft, they are paid here, therefore it 
18 uoreafonable for. them to expe£t to be pidd 
again hereafter: therefore both thefe wc may 
reckon the Lord's chaiF, which he will win- 
now from him with the fan of his word.— • 
y\nd fuppofe one is called to the bar,- wkp, 
upon being aflced his religion, declares upon 
bis confcience, that as he lived in fuch days of 
fury, wherein every religious party damned 
each other, for fear of being damned (by all . 
the rell) he chofe none ; and not thinking it 
fafe to depend on mercenary priefts, thought 
k better to preferve an honeft confcience, and' 
to place bis whole dependence on the mirits 
R3 3(5 



*g9P 57>^ Pillars <?/ Priestcraft 
pf the fitly or the mercm of the father onfy. 
Will not the fon or the father take pity of 
him, think you, and fave him for his honedy 
and fidelity, if libt for faith and forrtiallty- 
fake > God cannot condemn a juft man, and 
be juft himfelf. But he whofe faith and 
worfhip makes him inhuman and injnriotis to 
men, miftakes the true God for Moloch^ or 
Mafs^ and he that makci his inierefi the motittf 
of his choice, inftead of feiVing the Cod of 
heaven, he ferves the god of this wotld, 
worldly power ^ and a wdrlJly df/^oftthn. Men 
that will not do juftice here, will furely there 
feel juftice done Ih^, fof thft devil is juft ia 
hU o\)«i dotoiWodi ; ho^ clfc cad h^ be the 
executioner df juftice? and there mnft be 
juftice in hell, if there is mercy in heated. 

Nothing I. think fbews more the govetn- 
fiient of a good God, or his regard of this 
%rorld, than that great criminals armed 5^5th 
p6wer receive condign punifcment hi \t\ for 
^hat they receive in another world, thofe ih 
fhts, know nothtng of: therefoi'e Gckt's cbft- 
duit in that world, is no proof to us of Ms 
morarchaiiafler in this. Certainly power and 
greatnefs cannot fan6ttfy wictcednefs te high 
places. Jf it be crimiEial to coodettsfr gnat 
rruhintilsy ju&ice is all a farce^ alsB p^met k 
<)ftly right, whctherit be executed lightly <ir 

no; 
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m> I and power U facred ia them that hare \t^ 
howfoever it be profanely ufed, and impiouDy 
proftituted for the fcreening villainy, and the . 
worft of all .Tillainy that of tyranny. Cafar 
was a tyrant^ beCaufe he overturned the con- 
Aitution of his country. Charles did not this, 
becanfe he could not y but he endeavoured to 
reduce the ftate into an abfolute monarchy, 
Cafar knew bow to procure to himfelf favour- 
able opportunities, and make the beft ufe of 
them. Charles knew neither. Cafar warred 
with glory, but Charles was inglorious in all 
bis wars, and. never (hewed more bravery 
than when it leaft became him, in the unne* 
•eflftry war he ratfed againfl his own fubjefls. 
In one refpeA they may be compared together ; 
^ when we refleA upon the prodigious number 

* 0f menv whofe death, poverty, or flavery 
^ they occafioned, we can hardly forbear ab« 

* horring them. Their falfhood and amhition 

* brought on a civil war. They ufed the 

* aroAS of their country for the oppreffion of 

* their country.* The people indeed in Rome 
and Britain tf d not tamely fubmit : therefore 
tbey that made the noble ftand for the liberty 
of free-bora fubjeAs in oppofition to tyranny^ 
are damned by their favourites and prieOs, 
who endcavotired to enflave mankind by their 
widied couuffls and dodrines, and lead weak 

R 4. bcadr 
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feeads lo their own undoiog. Had U noi bcett 
for their ambitioa to rule as the]f^ ought oot, 
both ttiight have lived and died in peace* He 
that makes a pilnce^s head giddy with unlaw- 
ful power, paves the way for his deftruftion. 

Wc blame that age, but not our own. 
They put a bad king to death. We expelled 
another, not killed bim ; becaufe his HeeFs 
.foved his head. But we do worfe rhaii they, 
fvhen we blame our redeemer, tKe illus- 
trious WILLI AMy for the aSlim of redeeming 
ns^ andfittl'tug liberty on that gloi ious foundation 
AH which it new Jiunds, Wc were again re- 
deemed by the braTcry and conduft of another 
lyiLLIAMj from flavcry rolling on like a 
deluge, and him, and that very glory whlcl\ 
freed the nation, wc now depreciate. They 
cot off a head that was troublefome to the 
body ; we* have feveral times rebelled agatnft 
our head, in which the life^ fafe*y^ and health 
ef the body depends, againA thofe that have 
fettled and fecured thofe jcivil and religipuii 
liberties to us, which they prayed and fought 
for; and is defirable and acceptable to al^ 
wife and good men, in all nations and in al)k 
ages. O let this day be for ever kept, to 
perpetuate the infamy of bis. tyi anoif^Trqigo^ 
and the holinefs and power (^ jbigb-K;bof«Ji4i 
that it is capable of m^U^ing one, who was fa 

great 
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great a finoer 10 his life, fo glorious a faiar 
and martyr at his death; coofecrating not 
only the nrtn, bat tyranny, pppreifion, and' 
bigotry ji and that geiierationis yet unborn 
may know the hard' and bloody ftnig^e their 
ancefibrir had to preferve the liberty they have' 
cwineyed to them, and'- awake to the feftTe of 
its ineftioiable vafae. >And whenevier they 
are in lil&e danger of lofing it» let them cry 
onto the Lord; and fay io' the words^ of bit 
prophet of' old^ * Jitfaie^ ^toakhy put en ^ 
Jlnngibj O arm »f the Lord; owaJti t^ in th 
amimt day$^ in the generatiofis of old. iirt net 
then the Jattti arm that baft wounded tbipreuJ^ 
undcbetLn the dragon in pieces f. 

It cannot be denied, that aftioos are knowd^ 
to be good or evil by tbe intentions and conw 
feqnences. . Now to judg^ by' this maxim,.' 
tbe putting king C^ar^^ to death, being in-v 
tended to put an end to civil wars, and the' 
confequence was, that it did fo, and prevented! 
the death of many men, and valuable members' 
of the commonwcaUhy every one of « which' 
could not be lefs; ttfeful to. the public, than* 
the king. For bow could be be ufcful to.« 
the public, who deftroycd the peace, pro«r 

'• 'I&iali li. 9. So tbe old tranflation readers th(^ 
Utturpart ef Ae verfe; ' 

R 5 pertiaJi 
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pertkSt and lives of the public ? — If he wm a 

king appointed by God^ he was fuch a king 

over thU ifland, as ttU Aork was,. VfhVAL 

devo«red the frqgs^ whoqn Jupiiir TeAl t^ 

rule over tbe«.-«*To plead or pretend, that 

11 tfi for aien>^i» focb ktoga are coBnmAooed 

bgr beavea to r»ie over iheoi^ b an ^aorant 

, fi>bt|$rf«igr; f^Nrd^ tbey make xmu l^s finful, 

aad Qot rat^or nnicb griaiir fitaurt thafi they 

y^^befove? uolefs rMer^ and mtird^^ tbe 

oeceOary coD(^ueQCi^ of war, are no fia»» 

Does God punilh fi& with fin ? or does fia 

make an atonement for £a ? if fo, a lefe degree 

of iln difpleafes God« but a greater degree 

propitiates him. Or does God disapprove 

of feme fort of fins, aBd approve of others ? 

li he does, it may be hoped, that the fin of 

putting kiog Charks to death, inigbl atone 

for the fin^ of the king, and of the nation 

comn^itted on his accoaar, as reafoftably as 

the fin of potting Chvift to death, , atoned for 

the fifis of toe n. Is heaven aiore pieafed with 

e^f th when fet in a momlr, or is there fomcr 

titoes a dlfordcR in the divine mitid, and 

allayed by the ditoder of mankind ? ' 'thU, 

as my reafoa informs me» .is a falfe and ftnpid 

imagimuiM^ Does God regard nren itx fuch 

degree, as they are advanced to power aod 

dignity by mctx ? Is his Judgmejoit coodu&ed 

by 
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by nir$ in the eflimatioQ of things? I am 
fare» if God exalts men in and over the fiatCi 
skccording to the value he has for them, aur 
judgments are not condo^led'by A/V.~Kiiigi 
reign by divine right, when they reign ad 
they ought J but to fay they reign by divint 
right, when they trample upon rigkt divinet 
upon law and jnftke, and reign as they otigh( 
not, is a facrilegious doArine^ and profaning^, 
if not blafpheming, divine nature. If the 
perfons of kings are divine, and facred in the 
light of God, let them rule as' they will, then 
power is divinity, and authority is fan£)ity ; 
and lawlefs fway may be lawful government ; 
then the office of a king is not an ordination 
for the public good, but the public were or- 
dained for his good, and then to be fure, 
God makes the people for the fake of the 
king ; and his life alone^ is of more value 
than the lives of all the kingdom. If foj, 
what the high prieft fpake, by the infpira- 
tion of the Holy Ghoft, is not true, that iV 
t$ titter em man die, than the nation fgrijlr. 
If this was true when applied to Chrift, 
one would think, as Charles was not/ to be 
fure, fo good a man, it was better, at leaft 
' to the people of this land, for their temporal 
ftati^ that their fovereign CharUi fhould die t6 
favc the further cffufion of the |iation's blood, . 
' R 6 and 
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Aould <lie to fave the temporal ftatejof li^ 

7^^^ 9 which was all thaj Caiafhas me^t*^. 

tfiough the Holy Ghoft might have a forther- 

meaoing. If God ooly regards kingSt and 

the good of the people are below his notice^' 

a» mull be the cafe, if the doArioe of paiQve 

obedience and non-rcliftancc be right; thea 

are the people in evil cafe ! in evil cafe n<^ 

doubt ! But this is contrary to what we are 

taught, that God is, no rejp^^er offerfons^ and 

if a fparrow canniit fall to ihifgroun^ without 

his notice, and we are httter than they^ in hit' 

fight ; if ^ takes can of 09cen onfy far mar 

Jakes f J fure we ought to take care of being 

gored, for our own fakes, by any perfon 

armed with power, or claiming a power over 

us. 'Tis reafonable to think that thofe to 

whom God has a peculiar regard to, more 

than to other men, he has given them fomo 

greater erJowmints of body or mind, more 

thpia he has to other men ; but if aothlog of 

this app^ears in them, how does the proof of 

it appear \ It feems alfo reafonable to believe, 

that God guards bis peculiar favourites in a 

peculiar aianner» and yet what king cares to 

truA bim&lf to God's guard only, if he can 

♦ I Cor, 2X« 9, 10. 

get 



get other gtiard bcfide ?-^That thU divfng 
right l&ooia be ind^iaftbU and hereditary 1005** 
is fildl a piece of prieftcrdft ^xA imfofium on 
thecdmntoiiuQderftahdingsof men, that there 
i» Qo aiao of any common undierffanding, but. 
what muft fee the folly, abfurdity, and viliainy 
of if • Let them produce the original grants 
-warranti commiflion, or indenture, writtea 
sb6ve» figned^ and fealed below, and the 
witnefles. 'Tis not' fit we fhiould take the 
priefl's wcfrd, who aflerts what he is ignorant 
of, or contrary to what he knows : He that. 
does, will be prieft-rid with a witnefs; it 
bdag aa evident witnefs of prieftly impofition. 
Or to prove that a^iy particular lim of princes 
are fo emioently exxlted above the reft of all 
maokiad, to have their authority from God 
alone; fure they ought to be proved to be 
deiceodants from above, diat the firft of the 
race came down from heaven, or was begotten 
t^ fome.God originally, not an imaginary but ' 
a reaLGod^ not Jovi <x AftTrx, whofe god- 
(hips are now dead and buried ; and that the 
breed has not degenerated down to manhood. 
Le^ the aJDTertors of this doflrtne alfo prove 
that the Stuart race are of this heaven born 
blopd i for I think they have never conferred 
that bonfur on any other family, nor preached 
the doiUinc of foffiv^ ^btSfna to any other 

princes. 
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princes, aa honour peculiarly great to them of^ 
all others ; bccaufe they of all others deferved - 
it fo little ! This is ail they have to prove, 
and' if they cannot prove this om thing, of 
their indefeajihle hereditary right, who have 
aflerted it with fomuch warmth, caftiog about' 
Jlre^brands^i arrows, and death to fupport and 
vindicate it, and therefore ought to have beea 
very fare, they were very right' in doing fo : 
I fay, if they cannot prove this, who caa 
beHcve them in any other point, or, who 
ought to believe them without producing their 
authentic credentials ? 

He tliat faffers fuch doArines to be preached^ 
to hifDy or of him, has a mean bead, and a 
monjtrous heart % for he mud be a man of mam 
jQdgme&t, and %monJier in the judgment of 
«ther men that have underftanding.—If wr 
go to fcriptore for oor rate, God gave to 
D€mi and to his defcendants the kingdom of 
IJrael by oath, and yet God cfaofe rather, not 
to infift too ftriftly on the performance of his 
«adi, than diioblige bis people. Nay, God 
gave op his own prerogative rather than their 
Uiertp He let them have a iing to their 
mind, and let the king have a God to hfal 
mind. God himfelf did not force men to 
worlbtp htm contrary to their own incli* 
natto&s* If therefore any officious fet of men 

pretend 
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|)retiend to itgafd ttiefi^s {erricq of Go<!, more 
than God regards tmns ferYice, ic is for their 
<ma fcTTtce they make thofb pretenfibns, and 
IhcW dl teal for God, itc ad aogodly manner. 
And why Ihontd any earthly king infift on his 
{Prerogative, more than the king of kings 
ifrfifts on his 5 feeing ♦ m lime paji bi fufferei 
dtt naiiotii to walk in ibeif own , ways. God 
fnrely knows better, what he has to do, and 
liow to do his will, than man does. If man. 
tan ferve God better than God can ferve bim- 
felf, dod may be obliged to man for ferving 
him ; bnvif God cannot be obliged by man's 
(eryice, man can only lerve himfelf in ferving 
God.'^^Buc what if God gave the kingdom of 
*- l^rifil to-Davidf and bts lOns, ty divim bmre^ 
diiary rights 'what's that to us ? How Came 
the trailfitioti from tfrael to England^ and 
from Dafmdto Stuart f Otir conftitution of 
^vemment is as different from theirs, as thatf 
^ple, time, atid place, are dtlFerent from 
oars. They had prophets that knew the will 
c€ God, dnd received their revelation from 
bim; bnt our prie/ls know no more of the 
will and revelation of God, than we do ; for 
they know no more of it than what they fead» 
icA we know as much, and undcrftand It af 
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welL Befidei, tbi gvjpel givts no-ndg tAmtt 
national gevtrnniint \ tfaeref4Drfr God leures all' 
cbriflian oatio&s to walk im thdr aum^vioj^^ is, 
he did the nacbos in timi fafi^ Therefore tc 
is not the bnlioefs of chriftiao prieAi to direfl 
chrifHan governors ;. 'tis impertUieat ia them^ 
to prefcribe or meddle to ftate-matteps^ liolefa- 
their affiftance or advice i^ called foTf or com*, 
manded by the (late* And as Cbriffii iing*. 
Jom was evideDtly not of ibis worlds what .have 
tbey to do to interfere and concern themf(^lves 
with worldly kingdoms and affairs. ChrUt 
came to fet us free, and is it their bu£nels>. 
who profefs to be his^ fervants to enflave us 2» 
It is both ridiculous and infolent, for the fer-. 
vant to pretend to have more authoritj tiiaa 
the mailer*; tbeforvaut is not griatgr than ias. 
Lord. How then can thofewho call tbep»* 
(elves Chrifi's minifters, pretend to worldly* 
power and authority, when their ma&er had. 
' none, bad fut wbero to lay bis boad. Were 
they to have no wage3» but what dior maiter 
Cbrift is to give them, there wy)uld be very^ 
few but what would quit his feryice ; . tbcuigh; 
thofe Chrift fends, he wUl no doubt rewards 
They that pretend to have their miifioa baukf 
him, not from the flate or the people, and. 
therefore claim civil dominion, claim- what 
their matter ncrer did, flipuid have bo re« 
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ward, hot focb as he ihioks fie to give iheip^ 
fcom iriiom tfaey pretend to i>e lent: for this 
very good reafon, becanfc tfacy afluiae ja tj^ 
raaoical authority over tbofe on whom they 
ar« dependents for their livings^ and who pay 
them their wages ; efpecialiy when humility. 
and obedience to lawful kkigs and magiftrates 
Is their lawful and juft duty» that they may^ 
by their example, teach men to lead quiet and 
feaaakU Hvef in alt g^dUmfs afid * hwteftf. 
Their dodttne and i>ehavionr ought to be 
fnch, as may bring glofy to God^ feaa on earthy 
and good-w'iU U men. This is go/pel ; and thi^ 
^18 the bufinefs of the mini fin's of the gofpeL 
They ou^t nat to l9rd it ofurGuPs birit^ge. 
Their duty is not to rule, but to obey, not 
to tife force and violence, but mecknefs and. 
Inflm^tlon; both in life and dodrinc pro- 
moting righteoufnefs. 

Be it known to all kings and princes, that 
Ihofe who preach unlimited obedience to 
tb^t do it for fome bafe end; but will 
f ra£lifc it no more than thofe that maintaia 
oppofidon m fome cafes to be lawful and juft» 
for there is no fuch obedience in man's nature f 
tbcy preach a dodrine unnatural which cannot 
be:. prgiSUedt ^4 therefore wiU be no morer 
r(;|ard£d by them than I^j others : for fucl» 

doArineSr 
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doArtnes of religion as are agaioft naturev 
whatever glofs may be put upon theBS, cannot^ 
and will not be obeyed; and are therefore 
arbitrary, tyrannical, and unjaft. Religioa 
(hould reftrain and regnlate mens paffions, 
not prefome to crucify or extirpate them ; for 
that is a prefbtnptuous armtfig to make me& 
ether creatures than ever God defigoed them ; 
therefore fuch aims are e<^Uy ftepid and 
wicked. Should any king put forth hl3 hand 
toopprefs the clergy, as king Charles o^^r^SzA 
h\% fnbjeds, and Laud the latty ; the clergy 
will be as ready as any other mea to blow tb^ 
trumpii tf fiditien^ 0f9d thi alarm tf war\ nor 
wUl they be concent with bare exercifing their 
{piritual terrors in the aext wcrld,^ aud fufier* 
logs in tl^s. The bamli wiil be the Lerd't •i 
whatever regiment is relig^ the clergy be $l 
and I have always obferved, that the moft 
zealous adertors of paflive obedience, have 
been men of the moft refiAiug and tnrbukat 
tempers. That they love tyranny, is very 
apparent, bccaufe they always promote hrj 
and always deify that king ^ho deifies them ; 
who gives bis power and dominion to them y 
though by his aftipns he be apparently /*# 
W/$^ of men: wRich (hews, in t-he moff glar- 
fBg light, their extreme partiality, being at-> 
^ ways read; ta fanAify asd appiaud v^hatevo* 
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men or meaftrres contribute to their advantage, 
to heap on tbefii wealtih and dominfon, though 
they are of the darkefl hue that moral charac- 
ters can reprefent. 

God who for the good of man, /pared net his 
nfffi/oftf for the good of the kiogdoin, fpared 

. ttot the king ; efteeming h bitur that one man 
fismdi iiepr ihepe&ph, than the nation^ ptrtjh. 
Kor does ft appear to me that the one was lefs 
neceflary in the different nature and. reafon of 
thing than the other. For had the nation fub- 
fiiitted to the king's will, it had^ in all perad* 
^entttre, remiTned enflaved at this day ; for 
when hfo vengeance had been irritated by opr 
pofStitM, in alt pfobabinty there would have 

. been no end, tHf tyranny had eftabllftied its 
feat by blood, and popery by fire. But what if 
tRt chmrch had not been fubje£t to the pope at 
Sjfme, if it crfefted a pope at Canterbury, would 
that have mended the matter ? What if it had 
llot all the popidi trumpery and ceremonies^ if 
It had her tyranny and cruelty, how would the 
0iatter have been mended ? His grace of Can^ 
firhnry was gradoufly pleafed to declare, that 
ki hoped to fee the time when never a Jack gentle- 
mm in Et^htt^dfiould dare tojtand with his hat 
^hefott the- Tneenejipf it/I. This was fufficient 
td (hew,* that he drove at making every gentle- 
ma&fervile aad fubmiffive to every mean fplri^ 

tua 
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tnal tyraat, Aod that he hoped td make all 
pHf As rampant ia power. 

Though I may have feemed to have treated 
the diviDe right of kiog Charles without divine 
homage or veoeratioo, yet if we confidtr right* 
ly of the matter, there was a fort of Jfbanafian 
divinity^ fometbiDg like triniy in unity ia lh5 
family ; for fuch as Cbarh wa% inch was jdie 
futher Jarnesy and fuch was Jam^i i^he fm^ io 
majenic prerogative co-cc^al, ia religioo co* 
external. As was the tree, fuch .was^thefiuit^ 
J\nd as we fouDd the fruit uaugbt, we contra^ 
di<ft ourfelves to moura over the tree* a»if i^ 
had been good, whfch there Was judg^ lo be. 
a fiecefllty to cut dowa. Qur facber^begjuilha 
ftruggle for liberty agaiuft aa arbitrary, family^ 
add we iiDiflied it with glory. Caa that wbichi 
is glorious in lis, be inglorious ia them i Theft 
for the peace and iecority of the flate, cut ofiT 
the head of the father ; we, for the fame rea(bo«^ 
cut oifF the tail of the (on j thpo^ it had bceOj 
been better for us if we had cut off his head 
alfo. But tHis was the judgment of God exe- 
cuted upon thm^ that he might have mercy^ 
upon ui ; for his judgments are always mixt^ 
with mercy. Such judgments the Lord threa- 
lened to .his Jfragloi old, * Tb4 l^ri, wUl tiA. 

♦ ^Jah ix. u. 
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tfffrom Ifrael headund tail, hrancb and rujh in 
nneday. 

If VJN^mayiudgeof mea's dHpofitfOQsby their 
aflioskSy if the ti«e be koown by its fr4itt, ihic 
prlac^wascertaialy weak in his jadgmeDt,ob« 
i\ioate«.aQd vindiAiTe la his temper, and very 
iDfiocere a& hypocrites are ; and therefore n» 
wonder if he affected to be thought religions,, 
and fa fond of ignorant devotion and religioiis 
ceretnonies, that he became a Have ta priefts-; 
andend«avour^dt as tutored by them, toinflavc 
the people. Though it inuA be oonfeifed, the. 
kiqg had a coniicience, and a very great one j 
for whan he had to do with the cbnfcieaces of 
others that were .different from ^is^ k f wallow* 
cd them dl up^ as Aaron'% rod fwallow^d up 
the rods of the Egyptian M^gu And 'tis well 
known, that the rod of the prici(l*s power al- 
ways endeavours to fwallow up all other power, 
and often does Jo. — In Charles's younger years 
he ^as looked on by all that knew him to be 
df a very obAinate difpodtion, which his mo- 
ther moch lamented ; and pubHckly confeflTed, 
tb^LtJbgjfiared he would livt to h the ruin of him" 
fgif^ and ucafton the hfs of the three kingdoms hf 
his 'tbJUnac^ — —If any thing hindered hiia . 
from being a papift^ it was his love oipriruga^ 
iive \ for notwithfianding the ftriflnefs of the 
laws againft papifls at the beginning of his 

reign, 
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reign, be granted them a general pardon and 
indulgence ; and declared, it was bis will that 
all the litws againjl them Jh$uldjland difcharged. 
Thus faeevly difcovered himfelf a ifriend to 
popery and tyranny,-— Afid as the king and 
prteftfaood grafped at abfolote authority, and 
ipcreaCtd in the «xercife of it over the people, 
£> the dire ofTeAs of their tyranny and cruelty 
increafed* Their new iavented and ercfted 
high-comniiffion courts and ftarHchamberwere 
nearly , rjdated to popifli inqotittion, by 
vhkh atonftfous a-udtks were conm^ted, 
and prodigious filler knpofed on great ntimbers 
of perfons, fame of wliom were Inen of the 
Veft reputation^ parts and learning, of which it 
may not be improper to gtte a fample, where- 
by to jadge of others. 

Mr. Pryww, for refleQiog.oo the court and 
archbi(bopZ«i//iin bis writings, w,i^ profecut- 
ed in the ftar-ch^mber, auji fenteaced to p^ 
5000/. to the king, to ftand twice ip the pil* 
lory, to have both his ears cut off, one at^eacii 
time, to be afterwards ioaprifoned dating plea- 
fure without ufe of pen, ink or paper, and .to 
be ftigmatized on both cheeks with S. L» de- 
noting a feditipus libeller. 

Two or three years after, the fame Prynne^ 
and Bqftwicij and Burton^ Tor writing fome 

rcfiec- 
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fficfledlions on the hierarchy and goverament, 
yrere fenteaced to pay 5000/. each to the king, 
to fiaad ia the pillory, to have their ears cut 
off, and Prynnt that part of his ears which were 
left. 

Mr« J^bn LiU^urni for writiog ta Mr» 
PfjnMit viadicatio&y was coademaed by arch^ 
bifhop Laud in his Aar-chamber to be whipt 
with a treble knotted cord from the FUft prifoti 
to fF^mlf^er-ball, and had 500 lathes, 
ilfterwards in this deplorable and bloody cchi-* 
ilition he was obliged to ftaed in the pillory^ 
and was there gagged for complaining of this 
cruel and barbarous ttfage« 

Dr. Leighton for offending the hierarchy, 
was fentenced to pay 10,000/. to the king, 
and by two of LauiT^ officers was hurried into 
a mod difmal cell in Newgate^xhtYt kept almoft 
two days without food,, and his effefts feized, 
received when very ill thirty- fix ftripes with a 
treble cord, afterwards ftood in the pillory all 
bloody as' he was almoft two hours in a time' 
of froft and fnow, had there one ear cut off, 
one noftril flit, and one of his cheeks branded 
Wth a red hot Jron, then carried away to the 
Fleet prUbn again by water ; and that day fc- 
ven night the fores on his back, nofe, and face 
not being cured, he was again whipt and pil* 
3 lored 
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lored ia Cheapfide^ and there had the remainder 
of the featcDce executed, by cutting oiFthe 
other ear, flitting up the other nofiril, and 
brandipg the other cheek. 

Innumerable were the torments and troubles 
of the fubjeds, in the reign of this pious king. 
And wherever the clergy reign, or a bigot ted 
prince, they damn the laity, that is, they 'make 
them danmed Jlaves or villains : and if they 
drive them to heaven, it is through hell. None 
Ikcrifice to mammon more devoutly than they. 
When tyranny is intended to be eftablifhed, it 
is the work of mercenary priefts to begin the 
fally againft common fenfe : the better to bub- 
ble, bully, and inflave the people; the terrors 
of damnation are of facred ufe : by thefe they 
endeavour as much as in them lies, to annul 
all the laws that fecure to the people their 
rights and properties. Laws cannot pofTtbly 
be of any fervice, if they may not be defended, 
againft a powerful robber and perverter of 
them. Or agaiofl a band pf men combined to 
rob the nation of their properties and privilege^, 
which are as much their right, as what the 
king holds by law is his, becaufe both hold 
them by the fame rightful power, the law 
of the nation ; and therefore fubjeds iiavc 
equal right to poflefs and defend, what the law 

give^ 
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^fres them, as the fo^ereign has. Nothing 

IS MOltfi SACRED THAN LhVf\ it IS the pOWCf 

oJF^ifdbm and goodhefs, orbdth, iimted for a 
^bbd end, and is caHfed JtrsTicB, // isjuftht 
that is law. JulHceis the proper ruling power, 
jM thdpcywer of the ruler j for power isgliren to 
^ niter, to tt polkieaPbead^for the fake of main- 
ttiiikigjufitee^ To t^an^rcfs thekwi^isa crimi- 
itel'thil)g i it tsddfig what is not jiift, and there* 
fi)re renders the tranfgrdTor cnminal, and an 
ihqiril ^fijn, whocTer He be ; for the law is 
IBic Gbd; whfeh is GbdV' Ihw, it Is- w refpt&er 
t^pipfomy and the law ofnainre il; fhe nature' 
ofi that hw. Wihen the political head there- 
fope is. become ni^uft, it is unnantral to the 
body folklc^ and otfeads i»$ ovghtlnoc then 
tfcegofpd'precept to be praAHed-, whifcH^feysj 
♦ If thy right eye^ right band^ (or princrpal mem- 
ber) offend,tbeej cut ifoff'^ and cafi "it from tba. ifir 
ii is prtfitabUforthti that onnfthy mimbenpir'^^ 
TMthit tbantbi tuhok bidy ^ for defpen^ diicafe$ 
maft b^^ddefpecate^cmedies^v though it ought 
not to be in the power, of pope^ prieft, enthu* 
fiaft, or any private, particular perfon, to de- 
teraune the public particular cafe i but it re-^ 
iHdes In the united power of the public body, 
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from which the head received its jpower of 

being heady for the united good of the bodj^ 

or the public. For this reafon^ Oiey coDfcr 

their power on one perfon, and veft their'ao- 

thbrity in him^ not for his good in oppofitioa 

to theirs, but for their own good in coDJuo£lioa 

with his. Confidering the end and intention 

of their a£lion, it is a power &ifr, not given j 

it is their power who are lenders^ apd. they are 

the body who h^Ve it ia themielves by. natural 

right, that is, and that^ only Is tSvim ; jsnd he 

that receives it froiRjhem^ has it i^ the fame 

right J but*hfts ao right to poflfefs or execute it 

longer than he rightfully ufes it. He that has 

loft his coadu£l canaot be a conductor. Of 

him tluit (Perverts what is lent him, to his own 

ufbt io-j prejudi^ to the lender ; certainly the 

lender has a right to demand the reftoratioa 

of wfiat he lent, and oblige him to it by force, 

and foul means, when fair means fail. No law 

can bind men down yir better fir worfe tiU 

deaths if itiiey are aggrieved, and can find a 

remedy; no more in political, than iu pbjrlicaf 

c^fes. No laws of God or nature oblige any 

perfba or people to remain mlferable if they 

. can be freed from mifery, and make themielvet 

h^ppy. To expel or kill a governor, on* 

doubtedly puu a lutioa Into^giuml^oDS ; but 

vbea 
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Vheo Hs life puts a natipq. iatp conyulfipQ^^ 

'^en his expulfion or death is the only remedy. 

When a difeafe is bad, the cure is good. Ji 

the remedy is worfe than the difeaie, we muft 

feek another ; but fome cafes admit of but one 

remedy^ one method of cure, and in tbofe caf^s 

that muft be had> or none. Let the remedy 

be what it will, it is not the lefd good becaofe 

it is public ; nor is juflice the lefs juftice, be* 

caufe it is done in a jufticiary way. — To extort 

money from a nation contrary to law, is a na- 

' tional plunder, and public rapine. And we all 

know what punlfliment the law pronounces on 

highway -robbers. Do they who rob a whole 

* naiioa deferve Icfs puniihment than thofe who 

^ rob only iingle perfons ? or ought great cri- 

, minals to efcape with impunity, and little cri« 

laiiials only fuffer. Or in defperate cafes^ is it 

mtiMpedient that 9ne man die fur tbepeoftiif that 

, the nation perijh mt? . * 

' Mr. GorAny that Herculean reafoncr, in his 
difcourfcs on Tacitus *, fays, * An abfolute 
prince is of all others the moft infecure, as be 
proceeds by no rule of law, he can hare no role 
oi Cifetyi he aAs by Tiolence, and violence is 

♦ Vol. I. p. 106: 
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the. only remedy s^'mft hip). ^ .HU-^^ .ff 
cruelty upon particulars. Whether dpoc ^or ifj^ 
veuge or prevention, do bxu alacm other pu^ ' 
ticularsto fave themfclves by deftrojlng him* 

" f It is-rarc for a prince linntcJ by laws, and 
content with his •power, to reign In forwtr, ct 
die tra^cally, fts it is tmeontmon forihak who 
have notxiciads fet ttiem, or willfuffbcnone; to 
efcap^ a miferable reign and unbloody end. 

♦ The people fikewife expeft complaifance 
from a prince, expeft to have their fentimcntk 
and humours confidered'; while the prince 
fyrbbablythinks that they have no ri^ht to form 
any judgment of public matters', or to ttiaKe 
any demands upon him, bnt on thecootrary re- 
quires of ikon blind reverence ilnd obedience to 
hU antkorhy^atid acqiriefeettee bh!) fbpettor 
Qpodwft and ftiii^ ttm til hh doings iboxM^ 
pafs for jttft ; himfelf for a perTon altogerhef 
fittred and. unaccountable I and his word* for* 
J^W9« . If their behaviour towards . htm do not 
happen to fqaare exadly with thefe hjs feie- 
reign notions and high conceit of himfelf, he 
wHl be apt to think, or fome oiEciou& flatterar 
"Will be re^dy .to perfaade Mm, ^ his royal ao^/ 

fVohr. p. ni, ^ f^z^.' 
^ thority 
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thority is fet at nought, the people are revolt* 
ed ; and what remains but they take arms/ 
To puni(h therefore their difobedience, he 
proceeds to violence, and exercifes real feverity 
for jmagioary guilt. Milchief is prolific ; and 
violence in him begets refenttneat in tbemt 
The people murmur and exclaim ; the prince 
is theace provoked, and flies to vengeance ; 
when one tft of vengeance is refented and ex* 
pofed, as it ever will be, more will follow. 
Thus things go on ^ afFeAion is not only loft» 
but irrecoverable on either fide, hatred is be* 
gun on both i and prince and people confider 
tbemfelves no longer as magifirate asid fabje£^ 
but one another as eneoues. 

Mr. Gordon fays thus, of this r^al wmriyr^t 
rdgn^ in his MipgnJlentWhig * : ^ Now, if we 
enquire into the firfi caufe, from which all the 
reft/naturally f<fllowed, we (hall find that the 
violence of bis reign caufed his violent end» 
It b not to be d^ied nor difguifed, that from 
the very beginning the court aimed at arbi* 
trary power, openly purfued it, and for fifteen 
years together praAifed it, raifing money witfa<- 
• OtttlaWy and againft laws which was robbery 

♦ VpI. in. p, 361. 
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Ui thoTe who. enforced the collefilon df it j^hn* 
.prUbaiog meti, |be beft aod gccfiitiljt imtn^ 
without kw« aod agaiaft law : whioh was law* 
lefs cruelty : febiog the lands and eft^tes t>f 
others, without right, and agalnft right ; which 
was flagrant oppreilionand violence : aflTuming 
and exercifing a power to difpenfe with U^^ 
that Is, to ma]ce and annul lawa, whiph. yfM 
. manifeft afiicpatioD : aad, io fliort, eOablUhkig 
an arbitrary and TufH^ aMtbori9 over the 
perfons, aad rights^ aod fortooea of ibeipfioplei 
which waa apjiareot «id wdemblk^yrMnj^* 

* Between law aod idolc^iio^, betweea rtgbt 
and tyranny, there isno me^JBom, nootiore tii9B 
between juftice and oppre/Eon. If king Charles 
b$d voo right to a& thua, nbea his adlng thus 
was tyranny. . If he had a right, of what force 
are laws aiid oaths ; and where is our coofticii- 
tion, the boafied rights of Bngiifimm 4uid ^r 
ancient Magna Charia? Why was his ba king 
-Jam^s torncd our ? why declared ro hafe fer- 
feited ? And I would aik the admirers aod tle- 
feoders of king CharUs I. how they would 
hav€ Hked^ how borne foch Violenees;, fuch 
lawlefs doings, and miftttle in king fFiUiamf 
how in the late rciga^ liow lA i^.^ flow 
8 would 



.fvjDuk! they have reli&ed the imprMbnmentof 
. thdr |scrfoni, taxes laid 00, aad eataAed with- 
eat tati&nt of ^arKaioe&t^ arbitrary and excef- 
'five fines^ their eftates fdzed, their &milii^ 
impoveriihed or fami(hiDg i Doubtlefs no mea 
would have been louder in the cry of tyranny^} 
and vcryjuft and natural would have been' fuch 
aery* How do they reconcile fuch zeal and 
{HrofeffioQ with an approbation of the reign of 
Isiag Cbarhs I* which was one continued {erres 
of oppreflions, and aboIiOied liberty and law, 
and eftaWilhed univerfal flavery ?' — 

• Was it not crjing guilt in the crown, to 
abandon its duty^ to violate the coronation- 
oath, to tread upon law and jnftice, to perfe^ 
cute confcience, to rob and opprefs the people 
4ind from limited and lawful to become lawkfe 
und arbitrary f And isjt not eqaaliy reafoh^ 
able, equally becoming ns Engl'/bm$n^ and 
ireemen, to commemorate and /ieteft an adml- 
Aiftration fo pernicious and devouring, m^^ 
iiires fo black and lawlefs I Is it not our ^aty 
la take warning by theQi» and whenever w« wtc 
ihreatened with them, co guard againft theoi, 
to. watch every principle of flavery, and fup- 
* prefs ttbetimes y to rejoice that we live in hap. 

pier 
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pier times, live ia z/rn goyirnmeMtj and oilder 
^ibtfrti courftoftbi laws^ to pray for the coa- 
tiauance of focb an iovaloable bldSng, aod be 
dutiful afid affiftiag to that ooop abto gee at 
FRiNcs who fecares it to us, and daims ao- 
thiog to himfelf, but what our pariiamefitsaiid 
kaowD laws gif e him/'** 

Seeing we hare new the b^ of kings togovon 
us, which is the greateft of all natiooai blef- 
fiogs» let us not grieve thatour fathers deliver* 
ed themfeives from tyranny by their ftru^Ies, 
and us from the pernicious confequenccsof it. 
Have we not more rcabn to rejoice, that the 
parliament's army had got the better of the 
Iciag's, than if the king's army had got the 
better of the parliament's? for whereas we 
BOW lament om day in the year, fliould we not 
-thai have lamented every Aslj in the year i 
We might have fought the freedom we now 
enjoy in Ameriia^ we flhoold not have found it 
in Britain. If we were not ungrateful to that 
God who redeemed us, he would give us 
ftafiing for faJHng^ and thi oil ofgUdmfi for the 
fifirit ofhts^nefs^ we (hould thank God for his 
mercies to us, inftead of complatozng and re* 
pining before him of his judgments to tbeoi, ' 

feeipg 



a»4 QsLTHfxooxYjmbm. ^ly. 
f(M!iflg tn thi midjl pf judgment to tbem hi hatb 
remmberii fiurcy to \x%. 

hs the kOoQ for this 'day is the &^9tmfgk^ * 
OUT }aie(kd Lord, and asCitfrib's davot(Ma i»e 
food of making an anabgy betwoea ihes^I 
fliaR gra&t there was feme ia tb^ir -diothf, i 
though tliere was noae at all ia their liviii I 
for the one went about doing good with his 
power, and faving the lives of men ; the other 
went about doing-mifchief with his army, and « 
deftroyiogtteii^d iii^es» to defend hts power* 
and main tain bis ^^ogaUve. Bat both, 
£rioQtb«Dd' enenies allow that hi ditdagopd^ 
dnObn tt was a national good that mm mam 
dUdfartbepecpliy dnd ifo tmUm ftnfbd nm. 
In fuch cafe therefore, it may be looked on as 
a kifid of propitiatory facrificei and his death 
may be imputed righteoufnefs^ which broag(ht ' 
temporal redemption to the nation, as tho 
death of Cbrift brought fpiritnai redemption 
' to the world. As he ilied a ge^d wan^ W6 
muft allow his death was unfortunate and is 
caufe of houming ; but as he died a bad iing' 
the death of fuch a one is fortunate, and Biat-* 
ta of joy to any people. Thus juAly dating 
both fides of the account, w&may feteqi^alt 
reafeos of joy againft equal caufe of forrow, 

fo 
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fo cancel each other^ and make the balance 
even. And as our Others haf e fent him to hb 
hearenly father, and have followed him them- 
' felves, Requiefcant omnes in pace. If God is 
reconciled with them, as we ought in charity'' 
to believe, there is a reconciliation between 
God and his people \ therefore we ought to be 
reconciled with one another f. 



f Notwif branding fomt grammatical errors in 
thi9 tra6^» there is fuch an honeft fimplicity of hearty 

' fach good meaning, andfoch worthy fentimenti In the 
whole, that I thought it defenring. of prefcrvatiop,. 
How much better reafoning is found here, than io 

' tnany fermont preached by great and digniJSicd men 
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